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S e i “What means this glory round our
G *‘:-f-; feet,” -

morn?> '
R.And voices chanted, clear and sweet,

“Whet mems th!s star,” the shepherds
said,

glen?”
An& ‘angels, answenng overhead,
Sang, “ Peace on earth, good will to

mm" »”

v\-v_ _'.

L 't e@tteen lumdred yurs gnd more
o ‘those sweet oracles were dumb;
’ﬁ’e wmt ior hun like them of yore;

Te Mfeet trmt m come to him.
Al romd our. feet shcll ever shme -
ol & lig& like that the Wise Men saw,
s {H we our loving wills incline
'-Ai'o.ﬂut sweet life which is the law.

---I ames Rmett Lowell.

spmt of Chnstmas is joy and
There have been Christian wars,
Ch ¥ is not..warlike. ‘Even
l‘fare on sin is waged in the spirit

v N & ,fbe,f)%j éhere is no deuymg it.
B ‘ s _abounds, It expresses it-
h;’._ﬁfb md good wishes and kindly
ight »Ngt ,even a combination of
untl empty coal-bins could

it. Christ would re-
The bedutiful things that he
A‘;ﬁdld and the new inspiration
e gave to humble life have enrich-
life, m will continue to enrich

" u the case of another man
pirthday is_celebrated after two

eat ‘W)ﬂh any approach to
3ud mtcrest that char-
| festivities? That
Guint spirit_appeals to -
' af.m The people e
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- The magi mused more brrght than

7 f’;*“‘ "lfa-dey the P.tmee of: Peecv:s born!”

:5 : R T D iges s
B RN Y L Loy SO MRS el ROSA L
PN A T . e & e s

o i TN PER VRS | il

THE RELIGIOUS

who reject him admire his spmt Hear
Rousseau, the high priest of French in-

fidelity.  “ What sweetness,” he ' ex-
claims, “ what purity, in his manners!
What ~ affecting grace in. his instruc-
tions! What elévation in his maxims !
‘What profound  wisdom  in his dis-
courses! What presence of mind, what
delicacy, and what.- Justness in his re-
plies! What empire over his passions !
Where is the man, where is the philo-
sopher, who knows how to act, to suffer,
and to die without weakness and with-
out, ostentation? . . . Yes; if the life
and death of Socrates are those of a
philosopher, the life and{death of Jesus
Christ are those of 2 God.” And as
though he  would guard -against any
charge of comparison between the two,
unfavorable to the Galilean, ‘he adds,
“ What prejudices, what blindness must
they have, who dare to draw a- com-
‘parison between the son of Sophronis-
cus (Socrates) and the son of Mary!
What distance is there between the .one.
and the other!”

Think of the world into which Chrlst :

came. The old religions had becom
$o . corrupt that men were revolting
against them. F roude “tells us that the
‘Romans had céased to believe, and their
hrgher society had become suany

“powerful animals.” Strabo says - that
 the wealth of Corinth proceeded ldrgely
~from the immoralities of the temple—
wershxp Even women sold their virtve |
as an offering dear to i deity = whose
wrath they would appease. . 'Children

. “ That brightens through the rocky .. and all helpless classes had no friend

.where self-interest was not involved.
There  was. no conception of public
chanty The cities of refuge and the
sanctuary of physical safety. were only -
. for those who could see, and could out-
run. their enemies, For the. hlmd .and

halt there was. no mercy, and no re-"

_treat. .

Into such a world Christ came, and
under his blessed- example and teach-
ing all things soon began to be new.
He blessed the children, he exalted vir-

e, he hénored womanhood, he had

ion en the weak and erring, he
proclaimed a new law: of life—the law
of love—a law that has slowly been
gaining supremacy . as the ages ‘have
passed. It has been gaining supremacy
;lowly because of the method of extend-
ing it. It could mot be extended - by

force. People cannot be made to love -

by compulsion. It must be a volu tary
act, and that comes slowly. inly
as many generations ought fau-ly to be
allowed ior man to outgrow the inherit-
ance of “an eye for an eye,” as passed
‘while that law held sway. - Even in one’s
own neighherhood he cannot see the
changes for the better “if he looks for
them every morning.  But if looks after
a generation has passed he is sure to
see some suggestions of “a new earth”
and be enabled to await with increased

confidence “a new heaven.”

It is/ this “ patient continuance in
well-doing ” that we wish eanecmlly for
each of our readers, as each one 's con-
tribution to the great mission that
Christ came "to inaugurate. Christ’s
death means something just in. . propor-
tion as he lives agam in each human
heart, promptmg it to._ those‘ acts of"
love that bring joy fo the world.  If
he could save the world in a day, he
evidently has not done it. And yet he
_has done it, so far as his part is con-~
cerned. He showed mankind what the
saved life is like, and then put upon
each the duty to work out his own sal-
vation. This is not exclusively a Christ-
mas eommmd. It covers the ~whole
yeu. But gnpt uup!ut:ou for it may

md by mwﬁu. as vividly  as
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worse, they come every six mantl'as now; | §
“when T was a child they only came once.|.

~-there are children about, but-*why, see

she to the cook, “they will all be here: |
wild horses -couldn’t keep them away.

; Miss Amos. $

i “w.n. Annh. what i is itP"
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I NTELLIGENCER.

possnble: this twetny-ﬁfth of December
the: brave, manly, and loving sacrifice
of him who gave himself to the race.

Not only joy and peace charactetize
compassion,
pity, sélf-denial, toil, and" especially the
love that cbnverts all these states into
It is a simple thing to make a
child happy by the gift of a toy at Christ-
It becomes a blessed act in pro-
portion as it suggests the personal pri-
vilege of prometing universal happiness
by the best use of all the powers that
Above all things, -don’t
miss the significance of that first Christ-

the Christmas  spirit, but

joy.

mas.

each posesses.

mas - proclamation, “ Peace on earth
good will to men. ”—Selected 5

b

. Premnt reneWals are a great
help to. the publisher. Give us

that help this week.
| R ;
'.A'PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENT.

BY HELEN A. WALKER

ks Well I suppose Christmas- will soon
be here,” sighed Miss Amos, who was
flying through her forties, and to whom
the years seemed swifter that a weaver’s
shuttle.  “For me that means a dull
day alone i m the old house.”
Miss Amos leaned back in her chair,
‘and looked very -disconsolate, Peter,
the pug, vaguely feelmg discomfort in
the air, rose from  his comfortable place

on the hearthirug and sat.down “close |

“beside his mistress, so closef"huj_eed that
as she rocked he swayed with $h
ment of her chair. Recewmg no word
or.caress, he put his paws on her knee
and looked-into her eyes, with" his little
face full of sympathetic wrinkles. -
“Yes, Peter, it’s every bit as bad: as
that ;- you camt Teokitoo distressed: we:
are going to -spend a dull;
Chnstmas in the old house. And, what’

in a long time. If ' Charlotte “hadn’t -
moved to Colorado with her seven child-
ren, it wouldn’t be so bad, because you
can’t help having a nice Christmas when

here, Peter, there are plerity of children -
left in Newton if Charlotte and Brother.
Thomas _ have taken their family to
Colorado, Doesn’t the Bible .say, ‘The

children always ye: have with you?’ |

Seems to me it does, and why shouldn't
we make the day bright by inviting in
some for the oceasion? ‘There, I'm’ glad
to see your little face looking happy once |
more. But wait,- Peter ; Mrs. Pascal or
some other good sister. of faith, - hqpe
and charity may invite us to her house, |
‘Well, never mind if they do; we will
plead a previous . engagement. - The
idea of shutting up this helpless old
house, and going off to a- netghbor’s,
would never do in the world.”

Miss Amos rose and hastily, prepared
to walk out. “Come, Peter.” “Peter,
after the manner of his kind, gave a
quick, sharp bark, and bounded -after
his mistress with great dehzht

.The result of that morning: walk was |
' that

four little girls -from the poor
quarter of the town were invited. to eat
their Christmas dinner with Miss Amos.
“ And, what is more, Zimrody,” said

We must have a good dinner and plenty
"—a knock at the door mternzpted

“Who is it, Znurody”’ T
“A little girl to see you, ma’am.” -
“Miss Amos stepped forward, and in
the entry met Annie Teeters, one of the '
Christmas guests, ludmg‘ auether clnld
smaller than herself. -
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Ve Lavey thought she would ¢
m; Mise m’ S8 A Fod.
he preparations fof’the began
atoaee. Amﬁ ‘ m;gﬁne
one. Like the Qm:: of Sheba, he
‘brought his train. with him; gorgeous
cranbeme:,ewgﬁeent lum-pudding,
-a stately -white  mountain cake,
other more. Mbk. but mry at-

teudants. : :
Sure. «eame
mvite Mies Amoe to Tm' ﬁome
“1It's very g dmﬂm Pasc
e I have a previous engage-
- ment ;nd caq:t pos |
- That previous enzmmem: kept Miss
Amos- busy “every “ minute until  the
guests arrived: Tllay cathe vremﬂy ot
the hour




