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<SAMUEL'S FA
1 SAMUEL 12: 13-25.

Study Verses 1-25. Read 1 Sam,
i i Chapters 11, 12.

REWELL ADDRESS.

————

“and serve him in truth with all your
heart—1 Sam. 12:24. :

HistoricAL SerTING.—Time. Saul
. was elected about B.C. 1079. The
. Sagypaign ‘against the Ammonites
£
and today’s lesson followed soon ar-
‘ter. Tt was during the wheat har-
““vest, the time of Pentecost; May or
Juné. ST

Place—Gilgal was two or three
siles southeast of Jericho, and four
d a half miles west of the Jordan.
) ‘entering the land, the Israelites

ssover; probably the ark remain-
~ Here 'during the conquest of the
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‘king, about forty years old. Sam-
e prophet-judge, laying down
ular authority at the age of
‘He continued 'inﬂucntfal in
for years after this.
After his victory over the’ Ammon-
, ‘Saul’'s _ popularity among the
_was great, and Samuel saw
¢ time was ripe for a nation-

¢ national assembly. The prophet
. called' the people together at Gilgal.
1e assembly was probably larger

in the gathering at Mizpah, and
ore representative. In connection
th- the coronation, thank-offerings
_the victory were offered to God.

_was at this gathering that Sam-
| made his - valedictory address.
Samuel began with the mention of
the king and a pathetically obscure
ference to his own erring sons.
en he glanced back over his years

f public life, and ~challenged the

nds before him to name any

1ed with absolutely purity.
fter receiving testimony to his
faithfulness, Samuel reviewed
history, their wonderful rescue
“Egyptian slavery, and later,
under Gideon, Barak, Jephtha, and
simself, their deliverance from Sis-
a, the Philistines ,the Moabites, and
re due to God. Haay
. Samuel had traced the history of
God’s dealings with the Hebrews
. “down to the time when they had un-
. gratefully asked for a king. - “And
¢ven now that you have a king,” the
rophet went on to say, “God will
t- forsake you, if you will continue
 obey him.” He will deal with you
nd your king just as he dealt with
u without your king.” :
go'w therefore behold the king
shom ye have desired. And behold,
e Lord hath set a king over you.
ha hthe people chose him, but
d established him. This com-
‘with their wishes should have
the people~more obedient to
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j“”j-_’GoLDE':N Text.—Only fear the Lord

oy have taken place the same year,—

pped here first, and celebrated the

ersons— Saul, the newly chosen

nfirmation of the step taken by

wrongful act of which he had been -
-~ guilty. And with one voice the peo-
e took solemn oath that he had gov--

M';Ainmonites; Al these triumphs

pe. ol fane.the Bk, atc,
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Samuel proceeds to name five things
the king and nation must do, if they

.would win God’s favor and fmaintain

their own safety: they must (1) fear
the Lord; (2) serve him; (3) obey
his ‘voice; (4) not rebel against his
commandment; (5) continue (per-
severe) in following the Lord. Then
shall both vye, etc. Samuel piles up
the conditions of their happiness, and
then from the depths of his emotion
breaks off, leaving the blessed consz-
quences of their obedience unsaid.
But if ye will not obey, etc. Then
shall the hand of the Lord be against

~ you, not from hatred, but of neces-

sity. As it was against your fathers.
Samuel had just rehearsed (v. 9)
the history; how, when the nation
forsook God and went after idols,
God gave them into the power of the
heathen nations. '

PrAcTIiCAL APPLICATIONS. I. God
has a right to our service, just as
a father to the service of the child
he has protected, fed, and educated. .

2. If we refuse to serve God it is
our ruin.

3. Study the history of nations and
the lives of men around you, and
you- will not find a single case where
the service of sin brought real pros-

" perity, or the service of God failed
to bring it. '

‘Samuel had plainly. stated ' God'’s

~unchanged and unchangeable sover-

ereignty, and the service it called for.
But the nation was slow to under-
stand  and quick to forget. - They
‘would be ,more likely to remember an
object lesson. Such an object lesson
Samuel now obtains from Jehovah.
Now therefore.
may realize God’s power and claims.
Which the Lord will do. Is it not
wheat harvest today? Wheat harvest
began in May or June, and lasted
about seven weeks. The Lord shall
send thunder and rain. It meant the
ruin, perhaps in an hour, of the crops
on which they had spent months of
toil. That ye may perceive and see
that your wickedness is great. All
Bible miracles have a moral purpose.
..50 . . . the Lord sent thunder
and rain that day. And all the peo-
ple greatly feared the Lord. It was
an impressive proof how completely
they were in God’s hands. What

folly it was to offer an affront to

the great God, who had such com-
plete control over “fire and hail,
stormy wind fulfilling his word!”
And Samuel, who was God’s minis-
ter, and was therefore coupled with
him. Now they found that they had
displeased him who rules in heaven
by rejecting the man who had ruled
for him on earth. The people said
unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants.
-A similar petition was made to Moses
by Pharaoh (Ex. 9:28 and by the
Israelites (Ex. 20:19). For we have
added unto all our sins this evil. The
penitent people thus confegsed not
only their sin in asking for a king,
but their previous sinfulness.
PracticaL, It often requires some
heavy calamity, such as the loss of
friends, or health, or possessions, to
make us see that all our happiness
and success depend upon God alone.

Samuel first show what they were

. to put into their service; then, what

_they were to kéep out of it. And
Samuel soid-wnto the people, Fear

A

In order that you -

INTELLIGENCER.

not. Now that the people had be-
gun to fear, Samuel can say to them,
“Fear not.” They have come to see
their own weakness; he can point
them to God’s mercy. Ye have done
all this wickedness, but God will for-
give you, and will still accept your
service. But serve the Lord with all
your heart. This is the first require-
ment of service, that it be hearty,
whole-souled. And turn ye not aside.
The second requirement of service,
that it be single, unmixed with ser-
vice of any idol. For then should
ye go after wvain things. Idols and
evils.

For. Samuel has set up a lofty
standard; he now shows the people
how they can reach it. First, by di-
vine help: The Lord will not forsake
his people. He will not forsake them
because (1) they are his people; he
has chosen them and loves them;
(2) they have chosen him and loved
him more than other nations, though
very poorly and faultily. For his
great name’s sake. For the sake of
his renown among the heathen. Be-
cause it hath pleased the Lord to
make vyou his people. Just such a
comfort may come to any Christian
in the assurance that God hath chosen
him. As for me. This is the human.
element in the help Samuel is offer-
ing. He offers to help in two ways:
1. By prayer. God forbid that I
should sin against the Lord in ceas-
ing to pray for you. Samuel’s sec-

ond way of helping the people is by

instruction: I will teach you the good
and the nright way.
longer rule, but he will teach.

MOTIVES FOR THE REQUIRED SER-
vice.— Two motives are urged: that
of love, gratitude (v. 24); that of
fear, prompted by self-interest (v.
25). Only fear the Lard. They were
to revere the Lord as children revere
a father. And serve him in truth
with all your heart. The service
must be sincere. For constder how
great things he hath done for you.
The reference is to the many deliv-
erances God had wrought for his pco-
ple. But, if ye shall still do wicked-
ly, ye shall be comsumed. Shall te
destroyed. Both ye and your king.
Rulers and people are closely bound
together. A country depends for its
welfare upon virtue, that of its citi-
zens and “rulers. :
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- A Great Increasing Army.

Composed of men and women that spend

and u;ul til? tl:’eovaain %ﬂ.'ort to ovt;rc;t?e :hvct:v?t
vigor in the y. To rep'ace in-rtia by T,
tcigr.;mke good, red b'ood that will build “1-? the
system, to have strong nerves, you mu eat
more, dizest mom', assimilate more. How can
it be done? By using Ferrozone, It invigorates,
strengthens, po-sesses magical health givi
powers, . Get Ferrozone today and make yoursae
strong and we'l. All druggists and medicine
dealers sell Ferrozone. ;

Impurities in the. blood. —When
the action of the kidneys becomes im-
paired, impurities in the blood are
almost sure to follow, and general de-
rangement of the system ensues.
Parmelee’s Vegetable Pills will reg-
ulate the kidneys, so that they will
maintain healthy action and prevent
the complications which certainly
come when there is derangement of

- these delicate organs. As a restor-
‘ative these Pills are in the first rank.

That tormenting cold that made
you wretched last winter will not
come back if you take Allen’s Lung
Balsam when your throat is raw and
sore. This admirable remedy is free
from opium, Take it in time,

He will not

“Two years ago my hair was
falling out badly. I purchased a
bottle of Ayer’s Hair Vigor, and
soon my hair stopped coming out.”
Miss Minnie Hoover, Paris, Ill.

Perhaps your mother
had thin hair, but that is
no reason why you must
go through life with half-
| starved hair. If you want
| long, thick hair, feed it
with Ayer’s Hair Vigor,
and make it rich, dark,
and heavy. ~

$1.00 a bottle. All druggists.

If drugw cannot su you,
send y:%no dge and 'iﬂ ampul

we
g ress office. Address,

of your nearest
J.C.A CO., Lowell, Mass.
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FOR  BURNS, SPRAINS, WOUNDS,
SES OR ANY SORT Ovl?' PAIN. o

Usad Intarnally and Extemal!k
" CAUT'ON! Avoid tha weak watery Witch
Haze! preparations, represented to be *“the
A same as” Pond’s Extract, which easily sour i
B and cfien contain “wood alcoho!” an irritant
externally and, taken internally, @ poison. - A
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FREE TO ALL
A Silver Plated Teapot

Consumers of National
Blend Tea, without doubt
~ the best Blend-Tea on the
market, when you have
bought twenty pounds you
will receive a Silver Plated
Teapot free of charge.
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The cheapest House in town to Iiuy Fiour.

D.W.Estabrook & Sons.
“ York St. and Westmorland, '
FREDERICTON, N. ‘B.
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- A Cure for Rheumatism.— The in- 4
trusion of uric acid into the blood '
“vessels is a fruitful cause of rheu-
matic pains. This irregularity is
owing to a deranged and unhealthy
condition of the liver. Anyone sub-
ject to this painful affection will find _
a remedy in Parmelee’'s Vegetable e
Pills.. Their action upon the kig- -
neys is pronounced, and most bene- 4
ficial, and by restoring healthy action A
they correct impurities in the blood. £
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cramps. Al
every time.




