ASA’S GOOD REIGN
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Tnl‘LxssoN —Study the entire chap-

. ter. Read the history of Judah, from

Rehoboam to Asa, 1 Kings 14: 2t to

15; 24. 2 Chron. 11: 1 to 13: 22. Read

also the conclusnon of Asas lee 2
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The revised chronology gives these dates
920, 917 and 875. ‘The battle with Zeran
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lem, leaving the kingdom of Judah to
his son Asa. ‘He ruled for 41 years,
contemporary with seven kings of Israel.
And Asa did that which was good. He
came to the throne probably at about
the age of 20. For he Yook away the
altars of the strange gods. The gods
of foreign origin. And the high places.
Altars and’ shrines of heathen worship.
And brake down the images . . . And

commanded Judah. Did right hlmsclf
‘and taught and trained his people to do

right. To do the law and the command-
ment. - 'The decalogue and the ceremon-
ial law. He took away, etc. Not only
from Jerusalem, but from all the cities
of Judah. The images. Representations
of Baal, the old sun-god. And the
kingdom was qmiet. At peace for ten
years.

Our Idols to be De:troyed —The
world is full of man-made idols. We
do.not call. them .gods, but we worship
them none the less —Luck, Accident,
Fortune, Fashion, Popularity, Self-in-

- dulgence.

The way to get rid of ‘these idols is
Asa’s way—beldly drive them out: and
then fill  the heart so full of "good
thoughts that they cannot ‘get back again.

Asa Txus'rs Gon IN Pnosrm'rv -—Vs.

6, 7. The rewards of virtue are not all

reserved for the next life, Asa’s up-
rightness brought him prosperity. He
Doubt-
less restoring - Rehoboam’s fornﬁmiens,
which Shishak had destroyed, = Walls
and towers. A selid masonry wall of
cut stofie, with towers at intervals, In
the wall,s were: watchmen While .the
land is yet before us. - While our move-

" ments are unimpeded- by an enemy.

Godliness in Pro.tpcrsty —Asa gave
God the glory; his prosperity came be-
causé ‘'he sought the Lord. He did not

~ ‘make . the ‘mistake of Nebuchadnczzar,

who cried,” “Is not this great Babylvon,

~that I have bnilt?”

Asa’s prudence in building the fom is
no evidence that he did ‘not fully ‘trust

. God. We are to “trust God and keep our

powder dry e g o
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- 8-15.  Asa was prepared for adversuy

because he did not forget God in his

. prosperity. Asa had an army consist-

of 580,000 mien of valor,—a trained mil-
itia, Summodned From their ordmary oc-
cupations when war broke out. They

‘bore ‘targets, large shields covering the

body. Benijamin’s’ troops went ' light-
armed -and ‘carriéd 'bows, and 'small
- Zerah “the
Ethiopian; a' descendant of Cush, came -
unto Maresha. - A city on the borders
of the hill conntry, 25 miles southwest
of Jemsalem -Then Asa went “out
To meet him. - In the val-
ley. W SePﬂ'ﬁt'f the Philistine niafn
from” ‘the - Judean ‘Highlands. Z%blutm\
is (counting from the north) ' the fotifth -
of the' five valleys. that break ‘through

this bordérland. Asa c¢ried “unto  the

Lord.. Even if all his army was present,
he . was outnumbered two to ‘one. Jt is
nolhing - with thee to_help. The R, V.

. translates it, “There is none beside thee

to’ help
thee
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“ence, had identified himself with God's

cduse. 'S0 the Lord smote the Ethiop-
ians before Asi, The victory was 30

decisive that Bgypt did not sead an armny

into Palestine for three* cénturies.” With

~
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immense booty Asa returned trmmyh-
antly.te Jerusalem.

Léssons from Asa’s' Tr{m LY. ‘It wés ;

the outgrowth of a God-fearing life. .
2. It was based” upon a humble -con
sciousness of his own weakness and’

God’s power and love.

3. Yet Asa did not fail to de what he
could; and ‘trusted God for the rest. |

4. And so God gave Asa the most
notable victory ever won by Hebrew
arms. if we trust God and obey hin,
he-will enable us to come off “more than
conquerors” in any battle against evil.

Asa Faws 1o Trust Gop.—z Chron.
15: 16, Asa’s life was like a day of
sunshine, ending in clouds. After his
great victory he again drove out the
idols, though xmperfectlyz and sealed the
new allegiance to Jehovah with a great
covenant ‘festival

prosperity and religious zeal - drew to

Judah a great number from the north-;

ern: kingdom, and probably this defec-

tion roused Baasha, king of Israel, to

make war upon Judah.

Asa forgot how God had delivered
him from Zerah, and instead of seeking_
Jehovah’s help, he bribed Ben-hadad,
king of Syria, to draw off Baasha’s
forces by attacking Israel in the rear.
In this he was successful, but Hanani

the prophet rebuked him, telling him’

that if he had trusted God Israel and
Syrta. would have been delwered into his
hand. ‘

Asa 1mpnsoned Hanani, but the seer’s
prophecy of tfouble was fulfilled. _In the
thnrty-nmth year of his reign he was
seized with gout, from which he suffer-

- ed for two years before his death.

THE HEART OF THE LESSON,

Notwithstanding his fina] failure, Asa
was a great and good kmg. s

I His patriotism was sincere. and ar-
dent

2. His courage “True patnotxsm som~
times calls'on a man to gtaud alone, as
Asa did, agdinst the majority, ‘and ‘even
against his own kindred.

3. His*hwmhty. Howevw boldr ’beﬁre
men, Asa was humble before God.

-4.. His prudence. Though
mustered what strength he had, gathered
his army and fortified his cities. So .
modern patriot, while tmﬂmg God, 1s
employ all the means ‘has given f

_ the betterment of the wprld—-hns véwe,

the public press; thc bt“'not', Hle ﬁmt'
party.

.5 His 'trust. “Asd dared ambaas
alizing “One, 'with 'Ged,; is a #iajority.”

-And’ while he tlmkdircd he conquered.

6. His failures also have their lesson
for us.

of constant watchfulness. The world is
always urgnnr “Trust in me! Trust
money." Trust stition, Trust fame.

Trust the devices of a temporal:expedi-
ency.” Asa fell because he did not al-

false ‘are such
voices. &
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The followmg schedule for teading the

Blblemonemrhubeenmﬂyfur- ,

nished :

January.—Read  Genesis and Exodlﬂ-
February.—To the tenth of Deutes-
onomy.
‘March.—To the end of First Samueﬁ
April.—To the end of Second ngs.
: Miy.—To the end ‘of Nehemiah,
Junie,~To the one fitindrédth Psalm.
Jily—To the end of Isaiah. '
 August.—To the end of the Ol Testa-
October.—To the end of -Luke,
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. You: can depend on Ayer’s §
& Hair Vigor to restore colorto §
f your -gray - hair, every time. §
Follow directions and itnever §.
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Sure Regnlaton --'Mandrake and Dan-
delion are known to exert a powerful
mﬂuencé on the liver and kldneys re-
stonnz them to healthfu] action, induc-
ing a regular flow of the secretions and
imparting to the organs complete -pow-
er to perform their fanctions. These val-
uable irigredients enter “intd’ the compo-
sition of Parmielee’s Vegetable Pills;
and serve to render themthe agreeable
and salutary medicine they are, There

are few pills 50 effective as they in their
actlon.

When infidel and sneenng thmgs
.about religion are said in our presence,
we have no. right to be silent as “though
Christ had no follower or advocate in
‘the company. - It is not necessary to de-
bate ‘the 'subject of “religion with - every
caviller who comes .along, but we have
no right to aoqmescé, by silence, in the
flippant, wicked and infide] - things that
‘may be sald m our presenee.

A; Firg Sprmds in dry grass so does
an inflammation in the ‘throat, grow
“down 'in to the Tungs. Deal prompt.ly
‘with a cold as with.a fire, and” when
mbekm to cough- use Mlen “Lang
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November.—To the end of Corin-
thians, . )
| December.—To the end of the New
Testament.
This division gives »about sixty-five
or seventy pages per month, or about S8
two pages for every. day in the week, 2
and four pages for every Sunday—- sy
Inland.
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