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© October 5, 1004. 

THE WIDOW’ OlL INCREASED. 

  

| ‘2 Kings 4: 1-7. 
L 1 . 

“+Mue Lesson includes,—1. A char- 
acter study of Elisha as a prophet. 

-2. The story of the increasing oil. 

    

   GoLpeN Text.~—Trust in the Lord 
and do good; so shalt thou dwell in 
the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. 

{ —Psa. 37: 3. : 
  

, LEARN By HEART. —Vs. 5, 6; Matt. 
0; Ja 3: aa. 

  

HistoricAL Serting.—Time. Prob- 
. ably 850-840 B. C. No exact dates 
“can be given. : 

b Place.—Some unknown town in th 

. 

¢ . kingdom of Israel; perhaps one of 
the cities where there was a school 
of prophets, Gilgal, Bethel or Jer- 

ASOINE Ro Ei 
 Rulers—Joram, king of Judah; 

~~ jehoram; soh of Ahab, king of Israel. 
Monument. —The Moabite stone, of 

“black basalt, 3 feet 10 inches high, 2 
feet wide, and 14% inches“thick, dis- 
covered in Moab, north of the Arnon, 

east of Jordan, contains an inscrip- 
tion by Mesha, king of Moab, in the 
time of Elisha, a part of which re- 

. fers to the events described in 2 

5 

  

A CHARACTER StupY OF ELISHA. — 
Elisha was the son of Shaphat, of the 

tribe of" Issachar. At Elijah’s sum- 
mons he left all and followed the 

~ ®7 prophet as his attendant and friend. 
} his life shows that he had deep filial 

affections, a loving spirit which char- 
acterized his whole career. 

| 

  
Elijah’s short career was memor- 

able for a few grand and impressive 
scenes. He interviewed kings as-a 
reprover and denouncer of theif sin 
He made the impression of the earth- 

. quake and the storm, preparing the 
\~ way for peace and prosperity. 
1a Elisha, on the other hand, entered 
f ~~ palaces as a counselor and friend. 
j Great men came to him for advice in 

more than in palaces was he wel- 
come. in the homes of the people. His 
career is mgrked by innumerable deeds 
"of mercy. He was. an educator, a 

+ statesman; as well 3s a prophet. At 
the same time his life and ministry 
were in bad times.. There was a dark 

- background of coming. judgment 
looming up above the horizon. The 

\ © gentle Elisha did not hesitate to re- 
§ ~ buke and denounce when the times 

required it. He would not even 
speak to Jehoram, king of Israel, 
“son of a murderer.” He devised 

{ ~the plot that led to the overthrow of 
i} the house of Ahab. 

  

ik Elijah made the most definite and 
¥ lasting impression on the nation. 

Elijah was the more original, Elisha 
|} _ the more pervading; Elijah more 

lightning, Elisha like the light; 
f “Elijah like the torrent, Elisha like 

. tne silent forces; Elijah like the 
| wind and earthquake, Elisha like the 

still small voice, 

  

  

Tue Wipow’s OIL INCREASED.— 
§: 3 Vs. 1-7. There cried a certain woman 
Sl Jw. unto Elisha, as the acknowl- 

  ets. It is difficult to know exactly 
» 

  

' The Sunday=School. 

war, in sickness, and in trouble. Even 

'  eaéd head of the sons of the proph- 

    

} : : % 

. THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 

HOW TO SAVE THE BOY. 

FOURTH QUARTER, A banker in Allegan County, 

    

     LESSON 1I.—Oct. 8. 

who were the sons of the prophets 
and what ‘position they held. . The 
probable supposition is that they were 
asscciations for religious study and 
training, who went about teaching 
the people, many of them, doubtless, 
belonging to the tribe of Levi. My 
husband is dead. Josephus says this 
woman was the widow of Obadiah, 
Ahab’s steward, and that the bor- 
rowed money mentioned had been ex- 
pended on the support of the hun- 
dred prophets whom he hid. Thy 
servant did fear the Lord. He had 
lived true to his proféssion and work, 
and, therefore, his widow had reason 
to suppose that Jehovah would help 
her. The creditor is come to take 
unto him my two sons.’ The Romans 
and® divers other peoples exercised 

.the right aver their children of sell- 
ing them for debt. © And creditors 
seized children of their- debtors as 
freely as their cattle. I¥ hat hast thou 
in the house? He would know her 
circumstances. Not any thing in the 
house, save a pot of oil. Olive oil 
was used for anointing, medicine, 
light, food, cooking. Go, borrow thee 

. . of all thy neighbors . . . emp- 
ty vessels . not a few. The 
prophet set the widow and her sons 
to work. By this command the faith 
of the family was tested and increas- 
ed. Thou shalt shut the door upon 
thee and upon thy sons. They must 
be alone with "God. And shalt pour 
out into all those vessels. Another 

test of faith. Who (the sons) 
brought the vessels. All had an active 
part in the work. And the oil stayed, 
but only when every vessel was full. 
She . . . told the man of God, both 
to report the success which attended 
his plan, and to ask his advice. 

  

THE HEART OF THE LESSON. 

The Bible miracles are all full of 
spiritual teachings. They draw men 
toward God; they build up the moral 
nature. They are expressions of 
God's loving kindness. These mir- 
acles are manifestations of the fath- 
erhood of ‘God. They. bring God 
near to us. The Bible view and the 
universal "Christian view is to see 
God everywhere, in every law, in 
every working. If God is our Father 
he is not entangled helplessly: in his 
laws, but ‘can use those laws for our 
help. God does not break his laws, 
but he uses them. The prophet took 
‘the common things of daily life as 
the basis of the. larger gifts. What 
we receive in answer {0 our prayers 
is measured by our faith, Every ves- 
sel the woman Pkorrowed was filled 
with miraculous oil. Had she bor- 
rowed more vessels, they would all 
have been filled. Had she borrowed 
fewer, the oil would have stayed 
when the last vessel was full, So it 
is with us, according to our faith as 
shown by our works. God loves to 
give. He wil] fill full whatever we 
present to him. 

or xx 

A Family Necessity. 
Is a remedy capable of affording i i 

diate relief a we Readig and one Rts 
that constantly ‘arise. It may be .a cold, 
erase thache, neuralgis, pain in the 

k,—use Nerviline, it’s more penetrating, 
poin-evbiving and powerful than any other 
iniment, Neryiline is at least flve times 
stronger than ordina remedies, and its 
worth in any household can’t be overesti- 
mated. oad jan or Raat, oo rvetine is a 
panacea for all pain, and costs on 5 cen 
per bottle, Buy Nerviline to-day. » 

ig 

Michigan, three or four years ago, 

voted to license the saloons and they 

were brought back into the country. 
A few weeks ago ex-Senator Hum- 
phrey was at a hotel in Allegan and 
looking out he saw the banker walk- 
ing back and forth in front of the 
hotel barroom, and looking in when 
anyone opened the door. The Sen- 
ator went out and spoke to the bank- 

The banker said, “Senator, I am 
uneasy about my boy. . Do you think 
he may be in the saloon, did you see 

anything of him?” : 
“Yes, I saw him in the back room 

of the saloon, playing cards, and 
drinking,” replied Senator Humph- 
rey. 

The father seemed speechless for a 
moment, and then from a heart full 
of distress, cried out, “Oh God! how 
shall I save my boy from ruin?” 
“You have a grave problem to 

solve.” Lon | : 
“I would give half I am worth to 

destroy -every saloon in the county,” 
said the banker. 

“Ah! It seems crue! to remind you 
of it now, but you should have come 
to that conclusion when we wanted 
you to join us in the fight to keep 
them out of the county. Now they 
have your ‘boy, and I do not know 

what you can do. May God help 
you.” 

Why should not the father expect 
his boy to fall in with what he en- 
dorsed? Parents! think of that, and 
vote to outlaw the saloon.—S'tate 

Issue. 

Pry) 
| IN DUE TIME. 

"A missionary in India had been 
earnestly preaching in the bazaar or 
market place of the town where he 
labored, and was going out of the 

‘city when a heathen asked him in 
mockery: “How many Christians 
have you made today?” The mis- 
sionary pointed to a field and said: 
“What would happen tomorrow if 
we were to sow corn there today?” 
The answer was: “Nothing.” “What 
would happen the day after?” “Noth- 
ing,” was again the reply. “What 
would in a few days after that?” 
“Little blades would sprout up.” 
“Well,” said the missionary, “I have 
sown the good seed today and this, 
too, will come up after sometime.” 

There is a world of comfort in the 
- thought of that simple answer. There 

are times in the lives of all of us 
when we feel as though our work 

s'in vain. We see no results. We 
know that we have faithfully done 
our part, not for a day or a month, 
but for years, and we are tempted to 
doubt the promises. The good seed 
ripens slowly; some far more slowly 
than others. Ours is but to plant 
and cultivate. The harvest will come 
in the Lord's good time, and when 
the growth begins to show, still it is 
“first the blade, then the ear,” and 
only at last, after long and tedious 
waiting, “the full corn in the ear.”— 
The Worker. 

oR 

An Eight Year Old Boy and the Bible. 

An eight year-old boy lately gave 
a beautiful thought about the Bible. 
He had been speaking of how many 
good books. there are in the world, 
for he is very fond of reading, and 
anticipates with pleasure reading 

a 

Ayers] 
! For coughs, colds, bronchitis, 
i asthma, . weak throats, weak 
lungs, consumption, take 

1 Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral. 

Cherry 
Pectoral 

1 Always keep a bottle of it in 
, the house. We have been 
saying this for 60 years, and 
so have the doctors. 

“Y have used Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral in my 
5 family Tor 40 years. It is the best medicine 

Le the world, I know, for all throat and lung 
> -ubles.” 

MRs. J. KE. NORCROSS, Waltham, Mass. 
25¢., 50¢., $1.00. J. 0. AYER CO., 

for 

TheLungs 
Daily action of the bowels Is neces- 
sary, Ald nature with Ayer’s Pills. 

  

    

        
  

them all. His mother remarked, 

“But there is one Book that is better 

than all the rest.” a 

He understood; and after thinking 

a moment, 

think of the Bible it seems to me like 

a great King standing in the middle 

and all the other books in the world 

bowing down before it.” | 

The metaphor, simply spoken, -on 

the spur of the moment, expresses a 

great truth. Let us all bow before 

it.—Chris. Observer. 

Fa 

Not a Nauseating Pill.—The ex- 

cipient of a pill is the substance which 

enfolds the ingredients and makes up 

the pill mass. That of Parmelee’s 

Vegetable Pills is so compounded as 

to preserve their moisture, and they 

can pe carried into any latitude with- 

out impairing their strength. Many 

pills, in order to keep them from 

adhering, are rolled in powders, 

“which prove nauseating to the taste. 

Parmelee’s Vegetable Pills are so 

prepared that they are agreeable to 

the most delicate. - 
  

The man who is not living aright 

is sour within, and the sour works 

out. He who lives aright is your 

sympathetic and generous man. 
  

Allen’s Lung Balsam. No opium in 

it. The good effect lasts. Take a 

bottle homge with you this day. 
  

I declare, now that I am dying, I 

would not have spent my life other- 

wise for the whole world.—David 

‘Brainerd. 

  

Relieve those Inflamed Eyes! 

Pond’s Extract 
Reduced one-half with pure soft water, 

appiied frequently with dropper or eye cup. 
the congestion will be 1emoved and the pain 
and inflammation instantly relieved. 

CAUTION!-Aveid dangerous, ir- 
ritating Witch Hazel preparations 
represented to be ‘‘the same as’ 
Pond’s Extract which easily sour 
and generally contain ‘‘woed alco- 
holy”? a deadly poison.     

he - said, “Whenever I. 

Welcome as Sunshine after storm 
is the relief when an obstinate, piti- 

less cough has been driven away by: 

 


