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- ual power.

, . religion.
~«that they are not two departments, as
~men had before imagined, as some/men

m cur day are again trying to make out-

i one,

_1HE RELIGIOUS

WHERE IS HE?

¢ . A Christmas Meditation.

' BY REV. EDWARD B, COE, D. D.

The Queftxon of the Eastern sages
“Where is

now who was born at Bethlehem

still challenges our minds.
He’
_»;mneteen centuries ago? We can follo W
“Him for a few years, through the fami-
‘liar scenes of His earthly ministry, and
‘then He is parted from us-and a cloud
. receives Him out of our sight. But
‘we are sure that He is still living, in a
_brighter world than this. And if our

eyes were opened, like those of Stephen |
or of John, we, too, might see Him,

,- “standing at the right hand of God, or

walkmg amid the golden candle-sticks;

. wearing many crowns upon, his forehead

« and heléing in His nght hand sgven,
stars.

But He has never really left this
world. ‘He is still present among men,
and still working as a mighty energy in
human history. We find him, for ex-
ample, in the church which He found-
ed; and this is the secret of its. con-
tinuing life and of its moral and spirit-
He is present in its offices
tﬁ‘ fz*orshlp, wherever He is worshipped
in spmt and in truth He is present in
8\ sacraments, making them to. those

“‘who de‘voutly observe them the channels

-nf His grace. He is present in the
hearts and lives of those of every, land
and race and age who truly trust and
gladly serve Him. He is here among
us, hére within us, who believe and love
and’ strsve to obey Him.

He is present in the great move-
- memts” of history. ‘As Lord of the

, chutch He must be also Ruler of the

W The minds of men have, as
time has gone omn, been. enlarged and
upllfted, the forces of nature have swung
‘back and forth, but have always been
rising to hxgher levels, till men have at
last . begun to. fancy that there is in

 themselves an inherent power of de-
" - yelopment, to whose action imagination
‘ &

‘can set no bounds. No, the. power is

_“in the mind and will of Him who was
““once the Babe of Bethlehem and now is
King df kings and Lord of lords.

"So, too, He is in all the thought of
the world. There are two great depart-

““meiits of human thinking which are all
: i’ﬂummed with ideas that are to be traced

dﬂ'ectly to Him. Phey are the depart-
ment of morals and the department of
In the first place, He showed

—-they are not two departments, but
You cannot take morality out of
‘yeligion and have any religion left,
“‘And you cannot take religion away from

; morallty and have any basis of morality.

Tbas is what Jesus asserted, and the -

‘% nmmmce of the world has confirmed
ity buf the world did not know it till

He had begun to teach and to preach.
dnd w;m all.the vmio domain. which

ity and ieﬁgiqv—-—w urmot help

QM‘.‘; the presence’ and power of

f’w&ﬂﬁd&ﬂi w, it is as

“~
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. of the human soul, it is as Christ has
disciosed' to us its mnature and its
destiny If we think of the life to come,
it is as Chnst has lifted the veil which
hid it from our view. The world some-
times resents His = presence in its
thought as an intrusion, and defiantly
threatens to expel Him from it. It
might more easily expel the light out
of the noonday sky.

He is present in all our domestic and
social life. He had no home during’ His
brief earthly ministry. He is in all our
homes to-day. The purity and peace by

“which they are pervaded, the fidelity and

tenderness toward one another of those

~whose separate lives are blended in a

‘common life under His benediction, the
leving care of parents, the serene dignity
which invests old age, the trustfulness
~and innocence and mirth of little child-
r;’en—othese' are some of the fruits of His
presence in those human relations that
are consecrated by it. And if this

Christmas diy has dawned upon a world -

which is finding out how true it is that
it is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive; a world in which the claims of
poverty upon wealth are in. any measure
regarded, and a spirit of nhxlanthropy
is in any degree prévalent; it is not be-
cause He who was born King of the
Jews entered it at Bethlehem two
thousand years ago, but because He has
never feft it. The song of the angels
proclaiming ‘““peace on earth to ‘ men
of God’s good will,” has' wakened in
the hearts of men an answering strain
of good will to one another. The mod-

ern spifit of humanity is the inspiration

of the Son' of God in man.

He is_obviously present in the world’s
spiritual life. The spiritual world is
not far away. It is here in the ‘midst
of us while we are living our busy -and
care-worn lives. 'We are all of us liv-
ing| in some measure in it. And out of
it there sometimes come to us sudden
inspirations of penitence or devotion, of
anxiety or exultation, .which sways us
with tremendous power. But in that
near though unseen realm Christ is cer-
tainly living, and there our souls find
Him and hold sweet communion with
Him. In all the vast and populous realm
of souls, there is no order, no light, no
hope, except as His glory and His grace
arc sovereign in it. We lift our hearts
in prayer, and inNantly we are with
Him.  We bend low in pemtence,

spiritual existence He reigns alone.” "
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Your renewal for another year

will be very acceptable wlthhrtho
next week,

FRRERED O R
That prayer which does not succeed

in moderating our wish, in changing the

passionate desire into still submission,
the anxious, tumultous expectation into
silent surrender, is no true prayer, and
proves that we have not the spirit of

true prayer. That life is most holy in.

which there is least of petition and de-

.sire, and most of waiting upon God;
that in which petition most often passes

into thankeégiving. ‘Pray til = prayer
makes you forget your own wish, and
leave it or merge it into God’s will.
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and
instzntly we are conwous that we are .
~in - His presence. In the epherc of
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INTELLIGENCER.

What Others Say.

None Like It

No book about the Bible is half so
good 'a textbook as the Bible itself.—
Chris. Register.

® ® @
Two GOSPELS.

There are two gospels which every-
one should study: the gospel of Jesus
Christ and the gospel of common
sense.—Umnited Presbyterian. "
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Don’t WHINE,

In a contest, whether for a prize or
for posxtlon thene is just one thing bet-
ter than winning, and that is, taking de-
feat like a man, without whimpering.—
The Telescope.
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Wno Is To BLAME.

The saloon keeper is as good as his
" license ; the license as good as the legis-
lature wh1ch made it possible; the legis-
fature as good as those who elected
them. The blame falls on the citizen-

ship.—Dr. H. S. Taylor.

® & @
Tre POCKETBOOK,

There is no truly Christian man who
keeps- an unconverted pocketbook God's
universal law of unselfish service is as
supreme in the domain of material pos-
sessions—in the realm of that wealth
which extends a man’s power “to bring
things to pass”—as it is in any other
department of man’s possible efforts.—
Merrill E. Gates.
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A WRETCHED HABIT

It is probably a hopeless task to pro-
test against the vulgar habit of mang-
ling the fine word “Chnistmas” by spell-
ing it “Xmas.” If those guilty of this
breach of good taste (if it is no more
than thls) would stop to think of the
meaning of the word, we are sure the
evil fashion would presently cease.—
Mail and Empire.
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A Bap HasIr.

Are you in the habit of bemg late to
church? If you are, you have a bad
habi_t, and you should strive to overcome
it. Of course there are times when
being late ‘may be unavoidable, but for
habitual tardiness there is r&lly no ex-
cuse, unless it be carelessness or a lack
of system. Many of those who are
regularly late to church can always man-
age to be on time at an entértainment.
—Chris. Observer.

OO
RUSSIA AND ISRAEL,

A Russian paper, published in- St.
Petersburg, presents that nation in a
new role. It calls the Japanese “the
Canaanites of

and declares, that Russia has a God-
given commission to. make war on the

Japanese. | ‘
if Russia represents Israel she seems

sadly in need of a Moses just now, Not |

only so, but they need a Moses 1o lift
up a brazen serpent in their hour of |
pumishment. We are inclined to believe
that Russia may indeed be typified by
Israel, but not by the Israel that was en-
tering a land promised to them and
which they were ordered to take,
Rather the Czar’s government reminds

us of .the Israel of which it was writ-

ten:
“But, behold, I will raise up against
you a nation, O house of Israel, saith

the Lord .the God of hosts; and they
shall afflict you from the entering in of
Hemath ‘unto the river of the wilder-
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the twentieth century,” |
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Christmas
Delights.
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The Christmas dinner is the greatest
delight of the year. To make your
table complete you want pretty dishes.
We are showing a large and better as-
sortment of DINNER SETS than ever
before. Over 50 different patterns to
choose from, |,

DINNER SETS in Crown De m ’

Pattern.

DINNER SETS in Dec. Semi Por-
- eelain,

DINNER SETS in China.
‘-srocx‘ PATTERNS,
Also a line of PRETTY CHINA
TEA SETS suitable for Christmas

Gifts. Our 15, 10, 15, and 25.cent-coun-
ters are loaded with bargains,

HOUSE FURNISHERS, *
Fredericton, N. B.

|F YOU'RE G(HNG
TO BUY

Would it not be the part of wisdom
to. consult your- home dealer - before
you make a purchase! We gell only
reliable’ makes af pianos and are

right here to stand back or every
bargain we make. ~We have estab-

“lished a reputation and purpose to

maintain it. Special inducements to
piano buyers for ten days.

MchlBMH COZ..
Booksellers and luslc Dealers,

FRBDBRICTON N. B

Harvey's Studio

Our new Styl‘e;-of
Photograph¢

'ARE THEBEST.
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