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THE ROAD LEADS HOME.

O, pilgrim, as you journey, do you evgr
gladly say, :
In spite of heavy burdens and the
roughness of the way, W
That it does not surely matter—and the
strange and bitter stress,
Heat and cold, and toil and sorrow —
t’will be healed with blessedness,
For the road leads home.

Home! the safe and blissful shelter
where is glad and full content,
And companionship of kindred;
the treasures early rent
From your holding shall be gvien back
more precious than before.
Oh! will you.not mind the journey with
such blessedness in store,
For the road leads home.

and

Oh, will you not mind the roughness
nor the steepness of the way,

Nor the chill, unrested niorning, nor the
drearness of the day;

And you will not take a turnmg to the

 left or to the right, '

But go straight ahead, nor tremble at
the coming of the night.

For the road leads home.

And often for your comfort you will
read the guide and chart, ' |
It has wisdom for the mind and sweet
solace for the heart;
It will serve you as”a mentor,
guide you sure and straight,
All the time that you will journey, be
the ending soon or late—
And the road leads -home.
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A PERSONAL MATTER.

Religion is a personal matter.

it will

Each

individual must deal with God for him-

self. Others may pray for and counsel
him in the things of God, but the busi-
ness of adjustment between the soul
and God cannot be transacted by proxy
nor by men in the mass. The psalmmt
proposes to relate his religious expen~
ence when he says, “ Come and hear, all
ye that fear the Lord, and I will declare
what he has done for my soul” He
sings of the providence and salvation
of God as though they were his. personal
property. He makes liberal use of the
personal pronoun. In another psalm he
says: “The Lord is my Shepherd, I
shall not want. He maketh me to lie
down in green pastures; he leadeth me
beside the still waters. He restoreth
my soul, * * * Thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.”
~ In the New Testament the same note
of personality sounds clear and strong.
Our Lord called his disciples one by
one, and when one of them went astray
he did hot permit him to be lost in the
crowd, but singled him out and cast
upon him a glance of loving rebuke,
which completely broke  his heart. He
did not allow Peter to stay~away from
the company of disciples on the ground
of his sense of unworthiness, but sent
a special and personal invitation to him.
He took Peter by himself and said,
“ Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou
Me?” When Saul of Tarsus met the
Lord in the way he was singled out from
all the company, and addressed as an
individual by name. When Paul told
the story of his conversion he spoke in
the first person and singular number.

Thus did they all.

The invitations, the commandments, .
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the promises of the Bible are addressed

to us as individuals. We must respond
to God in prayer, separate and alone.
Whether it be in the great congregation
or in the place of private devotion, each
must enter into his closet and pray to
his Father who is in secret.

This is not the only way God deals
with men. He speaks to nations, to
families, and communities in the mass.
But we may not forget that he also
speaks to each one separately. We
hear much at the presént time about
the social aspect of Christianity. We
are told by certain zealous sociologists
that we have dwelt too much on the
salvation of the individual and too little
on the salvation of society. They would
make us believe that Christianity will
never accomplish its purpoge among
men until the church shall address itself
systematically, intelligently and scienti-
fically to the work of redeeming society
as an organism. There is some thuth in
this contention.  Christianity is adapt-

- ed and contended to reach and regen-

erate society. It is the divinely ap-
pointed remedy for the evils which curse
society.  Through the gospel crime,
poverty, oppressnon and. ignorance shall
be banished and a new socnal order be
created.

But this end will be accomphshed
not by the reformation of society as a

whole, through the changé of institu-

tions and customs, but by the regenera-

- ation of individuals who constitute so-

ciety. Each one must be saved as an
individual. Each redeemed sinner cain
look up to God and recognize his as his
own Father., When he would publish
to the world the story of his salvation
he may speak as the psalmist, saying,
“1 will declare what he hath done for
my soul.”
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THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM.

It should not be forgotten that he
who utters the petition taught us by our
Lord—“ Thy kingdom come ”—is by ¥
logically committed to a Christian life.

That kingdom will not come by slow, _

insensible changes independent of con-
scious volition.
seen of God’s kingdom so far empha-

sizes our Lord’s declaration that it is

the reward of force. Every triumph
of righteousness has cost blood, and
has been won by men who counted not
their lives dear. Error has never given
up the ghost because pricked with a

pin. The man who is not prepared to’

do something to bring in God’s king-
dom has no moral right to pray for its
advent. Every step of its progress is
marked with the bloed of the bravest.
It cost tens of thousands of lives to

- make the whites of a nation free, and

hundreds of thousands of lives to raise
labor from the degradation of the slave
pen to the responsibilities of citizen-
ship. The kingdom of God “cannot be
established or widened in any com-
munity by men in their slippers or wo-
men wholly devoted to their clubs. It
will take prayer and labor and self-
denial, and sacrifice of much’ that is
held most dear, to bring that kingdom

in for which we pray. A life divided

between business and amusements never
yet brought in God’s kingdom any-
where; and God’s people are called,

especially now at the beginning of a new

year, to decide whether they will cease
to offer the petition or do something
to make the prayer effective, —The

Interior.

save them that believe,”

three feet clear across.

Whatever we have
' thropic work at long range.

INTELLIGENCER.

MUST WORK TOGETHER.

Preaching is a necessity. “It pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to
But preaching
is not enough. Pastoral visiting 1is
essential; but even that is not suffi-
cient. Unless the work of the pastor
is heartily reinforced by consistent liv-
ing and earnest, personal work upon
the part of the membership of the
church, but few sinners will be effec-
tually reached and saved in this
secular, grasping, commercial age.

The importance of this personal work
upon the part of professed Christians
is forcibly illustrated by Dr. A. C.
Dixon, in the following: ;

“Several miles above Milton, in
Pennsylvania, where the ice was break-
ing up, a farmer got into one of his
boats, purposing to pull it out of the
river. A floating mass of ice struck
it, breaking it loose from the bank, and -
carrying it and him out into the cur-
rent. A neighbor, seeing the danger,
mounted a horse with all speed and
rode dowii to Milton. The people of
the town gathered all the ropes they
could secure, went out on the bridge,
and suspended a line of dangling ropes
from the bridge across the river. They
could not tell at just what point = the
boat with the farmer would pass under,
so they put a rope down every two or
By and by
the farmer was seen, wet and cold,
standing in the boat half full of water,
drifting down the rapid current. When

“he saw the ropes dangling within reach,

he seized the nearest one, was drawn
up, and saved. Now, one rope might
not have answered the purpose. The
pastor hangs the rope of salvation
from the pulpit, and sinners present do
not seem to get near it, but if the busi-
ness men will hang out ropes, and you
young men and women, mothers and
wives, hang out ropes, sinners will cer-
tainly be saved.”—The Telescope.
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- PERSONAL SYMPATHY.
A personal visit is the best of all
medicines. It is a real tonic. The

communion of a strong spirit with a
weak spirit, that and that only strength-
ens a man and makes him as good as
new. The sick need the contagion of
health. You can do but little philan-
Distance
annihilates magnetism. Men are
hungry for men, and the lonely . are
pining away for the love that looks out
of human eyes for the mental and
spiritual electricity that comes from the
touch of a Christian brother’s hand.

Thus writes one in the Herald and
Presbyter, and then relates a story of
the late Queen, which helps us to
understand why all her people loved her
so. It is the story of how she helped
a poor Scotch woman. during one of
her visits in the Highlands.
woman’s child was stricken lifeless by
a very sad accident. The accident was
talked of by all the neighborhood and
the Queen heard it. It melted her
mother-heart and she immediately went
to the hut of the humble peasant. Her
visit gave a new life to the mother, so
that the neighbors marveled at her
‘calmness and resignation. * She was
asked how she accounted for her ex-
alted state of mind.

She replied, “It was the Queen’s visit .

that lifted me above my sorrows.” Then
she was asked “what the Queen said,
what she gave, what she did.” The
woman answered, “The Queen
nothing; the Queen gave nothing; the
Queen did nothing. When she came
she was so broken down that she cried

-

The poor

said -

with me as though her™
break.” Was that doing fo 7
that saying nothmg’ Wﬁ thgt ﬁxing
nothing? Was that }mg‘»notﬁmg?
1t was giving and doing and saying
everything that could be done and said
and given.—The Presbyterian.

A GOOD OLD STORY

When Dr. Duff, the great S\;otch
missionary, came home after fhté Jife-
work in India, a crowded meetmg was
held in Edinburgh to hear him on the
claims of India upon the Chgut\an
church. For two hours and a half the
old man went on, holding the audience
by his eloguence. Then he faM fd
was carried -out of the hall. “Preséntly
he came to and asked:. “ Whel'le Qm I? , 3
What was I doing?” e iy
~ In a moment memory returngd;‘ aitd
he said: “ Take me back, I must m
my speech.” “ You will k’xu yonj"; f |
if you do,” said his friends. T shall -
die if I don’t,” exclaimed the oﬁ;;
They took him back ST, |

His strength faxled, |

tears.
could not rise, but

myself, and lay my benea
the people- may know thel'" ii

dxg for India.”
P

La Grippe Com’ing A

The doctors believe another e '

is here, and already mr

mediccl men m not

non, of St. John's. '}

ot relief in short time. rh
+ 3,001‘ thmmthlntobmd m
colds .nd ottsrrh. ner
trial size 25c¢.

There are thousan& g6

pride which won't let
sinner's place—Dr. Torrey.
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