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Our Boys and Girls
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| BON'T WANT TO.

There's a lazy little sprite
That takes supreme delight
In spoiling children’s facts. Deary me!
Such a tiresome, tiresome elf.
I've wished often to myself -
He was out of sight forever at the bot-
tom of the sea.
(. Just look at Freddys lips
J)When asked to pick up chips,
Or rock the little sister, Baby Grace,
““T Don’t Want To” (that’s his nam:)
Begins his little game,

.-And you'd.- hardly know ‘twas Freddys

pretty face.: ‘ é ;
How qurckly his ugly mask
“Though ’'twas an <asy task,

Slipped o’er little Ellen’s face to—day,
‘When mamma kindly said: |
“Please, daughter, bring my thread;

.

"I'will take you but a moment from your .

play

“Don’'t Want To”—There Le gois, :
Whining always through his nose,

_ Spoiling all the lovely faces. Deary me!

The smiles he -puts to route,
And the dimples, I’ve no doubt,
If they were drops of water, wou'ld al-
most fill the pey.
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THE HDSKRAT‘S WINT ER HOME.

“All summer Mttty Muskrat_bag lived -
in a big cave in the bank, just above
the pond. One day in October she was _
dehghted to. hear that it was. time “for
the family to bui'd their winter home.

Soon after sunsct one night she start-

edout smh her mother, they  crossed
the pond, swimming “with their fore

: éeet iuiked up under theih thmas and
. using their broad flat tails as rﬂdders.
. Mitty, indeed, was in such a hurry, that -

she wriggled her tail from snde to side

 Jike a tadpole.

< They mnsered ths digin. R e

; the swamp, but soon left it; and, mak-
S their way through mud and grass
* for a short distance suddenly came upon

several muskrats bui'ding a platform of
stscks ipoh some aider roots. .

, The house itself was begnn by ’weav-
mg. green thgs, flags and reeds into a

kind of fence around a cnrcular ‘enclos-
ch rceds from the
swamp all night. She slept all the next

day, and drd not awaken until a&er sun-

‘4719, roots, towed:

-~ &d on their ensp, whrte centers. Mi(ty
. fancied .a rush-baﬁma Divintg to the

Boldix’ig‘it'iaher paws and b'ting
?lute pith, as if

on&e-uewhomc

iﬁcht the ram fell in torrentr,""

-

and they preferred to’ wait for mgdn
light. = 3 YR

When the W(ather was again pfea-
sant, the house: progressed rapidly. A
dome-shaped structure was foimed of
reeds, and plastered on the outside with
mud which the builders mixed in their
paws and smoothcd with their tails. On
the top the reeds were -more loosely wo-

ven and not so thickly covered with

plaster, so that air might enter. There
was no door above water: a passageway
led from the upper. chamber into tbe
lower one, and this room entered di-
rectly into the water. |

One night ‘it began to rain, and the
children said. gayly, “This will make a

pond of the' meadow.” ~ And, indeed, it

did.* A neighbor’s house was:  swept .
away. Their own soon followed. The
chn!dren mourned, but the elders said,
“How forfunate” the flood came early
in the season! , Now we will have time
1o build -again before winter.” .

Then it suddenly grew cold. - The '

ground- froze and ice formed on the
pondi. 5l
“How can we bmld a houce now?”
wailed the children, =~

“Wait a little,” replied the e:dem “it

is too early for winter ye’t we shall
_ have another warm spell” -

. Sure enough, JIndian summer mn
came, with mild days and clear meon-

~light mght%. ‘How fast the ‘muskrais

worked on a new house! Everyone &d

33 muCh as he W ‘&'e. ‘-"ug_»“
- The new" hause was. lug'er than e

old one, -and had anothcf\'
top, quite above high water. When i
“was completed; the. musktats moved in.
. Then the water froze over, and th,;'lr
tmly escape from the pond was ﬂtrouéh
he brook. - -

‘All day there was a- greut ﬁome 6ver-
head “All the muskrats rushed down-

- stairs into the water.’ Thmughtheré’c

they. ‘could 'see figuires moving swift'y
about. - They were boys- skahng on 1he
pond.. Now two of them were po

‘on the muskrat house, It m »frmen‘

so hard that aftér a- time thq went
‘away. The next giuy they mme hack
~with sharp mstruments aand | hm amay
the earth and reeds fmm the roof, Then
they put a queer u'qn g in the ch:
ber and went away. Thrce-tces call:
it a trap the moment aw  it, -3
saadasimihromhdm,
other toes.” = |

So all thé mmm Mm the
house, and as itm _ tobu‘ﬂd
another, tbey H,yqete

“H” . ma
Mrtq’s ther, : ly
home 19 ao ’M """ p in- that W‘t
t flooded! “we cn kep ‘!"5“
 comfortable there tntil ‘s
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Charlie Crosthwaif
bin-mill. * Now. the ‘
the head of a loot.
lane, deeply’ oy
carts going ‘to the mill. By the side of lay
the road was a )Oﬂ’y"ﬂ" ,_W

-

THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.

_frightened  cry.
~ there, béing carried along in the middle

. - miss Qharhos eager fingers. -
o ~am‘.i!:ty he stretched further, further!

.‘_ He f& the éott wet flecce between his

". ;.f. : -ti

o A iy

mmmm&ﬁm'

havmg a real true waterfall to play by’

“ And at tthe side of the ‘fall was a’deep
"'pool and a lovely cave.

This ;vas 2

splendnd place to play robbers, and
pirates, and savages, and all sorts of

fine things." ’ ;
Charlie’s mother used to say some-
times -:

" “Tt is not safe for the child to play
by that deep pool.”

But the father used to answer:

“Tue! tut! mothcr The boy musn’t
be coddled. He must learn to look aft r
himself.” -

It was.a beautiful ‘epring day, after

| mani hours. of ceaseless rain. The
~ stream was very full of water, and the

fall sounded quite angry as it dashcd
down. The pool at the foot looked
black, and ugly, and silent. Charlie
stood at the top of the fall, watching the

_ﬁn“thpy‘sérap‘s of wood and refuse that -
" were being swept along whether they

would or no. <
Suddenly he was startled by a little
He looked up, and

of the stream was a little lamb. The
‘poor fittle creature was not yet drown-
‘ed, but in a minute it must be carried
over the Focks and be dashed down,

down"iritb ‘the deep pool beneath.

Charlie did not stop a minute. He

~ orouched - down upon the bank, and then

*iéant as far as he could over the stream,

.+ The little wh'te bedy: was  coming -
4 nearef and nearer, but, alas! it must

In his

grasped it qmck y, and then
iound that he too th strugg mg in the~
. water,” = - in

~Charlie eoukl remember nothmg more -

Bt}t a “confused buzzing din in his ears
till he suddenly found hfmself in his own =
little warm bed; with ‘his' ‘mother, the

doc&br, and a stranger,-. standing by the,

‘ﬁ'here, now, that ﬁne!””-smd the
ductorz‘.“drmk some of this.” ‘And he
_put a cup to his moutfl wrth somethmg

wamm’xt e 5 ’

Chadt: drank, ;md tried ta speak, but

hh m sounded very fanny to htm-’

s (e Tanib 1% e sabebiinl

’”‘Bﬁsgth: lad,” said - the stranger;
| of the lamb! Weﬂ 1

e — if we don’t .

sat G:hprhe mother told him that
t!ié hm‘b‘m ‘being cared for in the kit-
Jem “and ‘was getting warm and dry.

“Then Charlie looked wondennﬁly at

tliemnger “He was dressed in very
yugh clothes, but he had a kindly face.
EMMQOMWbolam,”he
nﬂ,smﬂmg “Ifomdyounndmyhttle

'eui had-you out in no_time, both of -
. you, with my shepherd’s crook. I saw

,vm iry to save the wee lambie, and
mﬂz,‘ﬂﬁxﬁmm.audlslmted

.

.' & ;om but you did not hear, for the
,."!'“.-{miukin‘smhtgmse. ;

the roar axiﬂfim

fthe bed. . R
{ “Plant the wceds? Oh,

) strucg%mg i the ‘water togethcr;

‘He tells of his e:
words: ““*For
with a lame back _
able to turn in bed
plasters and linimen
no effect. At last
Doan's Kidne Pnlh,
used two-thirdsof &

well and as smmg
80 ever since.”

Backache,k'!"rotf
Cloudy,Thick orﬂ *
Puffing under the

-« dont see.. who, )
vay ?” exclaimed ‘my.
he was:such a’ httLe
ad squeezed 'berself :
here a p:cloet was bro
. “Do_you do it?” she
lly, and I came rou

hey never need plantis
| “But how do. they eome;
- “Very much lxke the:
nd ways that come into

‘v’

11 the ‘dear lov_able-“
:a ed out.” Ve
~“Have 1 any in m

- She had quite left off
in the xiound,:.andfsthg
,n KeC 8m|ght 1!“’6 m n
“Let us see! You
A urself ¥ tmth
flower, what would.
- “Tellin’ storics.—
spect they’s weeds—'

+“Yes, indeed and

; thutles we ltiqj @
o kicldn the_“




