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: it calls 

- - notice. 

© is regarded. . 

~.. greater, advantages,” 

ity and feasibility of the larger union, 

; it ‘says: 

“THE LATEST UNION MOVEMENT. 
- SOME PRESS OPINIONS. * 

The recent meeting of representative 
Picshyterians, Methodists and Congre: 
gationalists to consider the question of 
the organic union of the three denom- 
nations in Canada, already dealt with 

in these columns, has been warmly ap- 
proved by the press, both religious and 
secular. The press usually very fairly 
voices public opinion. There is abund- 
ant reason to believe that in this case 
the press. comments on the movement 
expresses the best thought and feeling, 
not only of the bodies concerned, but 
of that section of the general public who 
give attent®n to the movements of the 
church of Christ. No views opposing 
the movement have come under our 

The expressions of opinion 
which follow ‘show how the movement 

dhe Christian Girdins; Toronto, 1s 
the principal ‘Methodist paper in Can- 
ada. Its testimony as to the union of 
the several Methodist bodies, and the 
union of the several Presbyterian bodi-=3, 
is clear and strong. Tt says: 

Union in both cases has proved an 
unspeakable blessing, and has wonder- 

- fully promoted the genuine prosperity 
and usefulness of these churches, mak- 
ing them a power for righteousness in 
this growing nation that they could never 

have been had former divisions unhap- 
: pily continued. In their internal life, 

in their work in the centres of popu- 
lation, in the breadth and enterprise of 
dheir missionary operations in the home 
and foreign field, in their general influ- 
ence as factors in the moral and relig- 
ious life of Canada, they have gained 
enormously as the Mise result of union. 

It is quite natural, it adds, that “hav- 
ing solved the problem of union within 
themselves, and realized immediate, ex- 

traordinary and permanent benefit there- 
from; they should ask themselves, and 

ask each other, whether still more ex- 
tensive unification of Christ’s church 
would not be followed by equal, if not 

Of the desirabil- 

Theoretically, at es it also appeals 
to the reason, as in many ways desira- 
‘ble, and with mutual concessions on 
minor differences, as essentially prac- 
ticable. For its successful consumma- 
tion, however, "it must appeal to the 

~ general conscience of the churches con- 
cerned, as not only desirable and prac- 
ticable, but as called for in the provi- 
dence and by the grace of God — in - 
other words, as imperatively necessary 
and obligatory in order to the higher 
spiritual development of the uniting 
churches and the greater glory of God 
im the spread of Christ's kingdom 
through their agency. 

The Presbyterian, Toronto, is the 
largest and most widely circulated Pres- 
byterian paper in Canada. Like its 
Methodist contemporary, it testifies in 
no uncertain terms concerning the bless- 
ings that have attended Presbyterian 

. union and Methodist union, saying that, 
in each case, 

~* that the most sanguine promoters of 

union predicted,” and that 
church has become a vitalizing force in 

“the result has been all 

“the united 

   
of Canada that the divided 
er r could” have been.” 

rad wk " Mahodns and Congrega- 

| tionalists was considered and approved, 
—- 

a notable advance step,” ing 

The. 
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: THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER 

which “a still higher note was struck.” 
And of the men Sop the meeting, 
it says: . 

It was not a meeting of youthful en- 
thusiasts, dreaming the rosy dreams of 
optimistic youth, but of men of age and 
ripened * experience, into, whose souls 
there has come the vision of ‘a larger 
and fuller church lif ethan has been. 

Besides the economic considerations 
. which strongly demand union, it says: 

There is the higher motive of our Sa- 
viour’s prayer and expressed desige for 
the. unity of his disciples. 
be wrong in striving for the fulfilment 
of his prayer. We cannot be moving in 
the wrong direction when we are seek- 
ing to bury old hates and discords,~and 
are moving toward a larger brotherhood 
and presenting a ‘united front to the 
forces of evil. 

Concerning the 

lation, and the responsibility of the 
~ church to do its very utmost to meet 
these needs, 

‘strong : 

its voice rings clear and 

No man who takes any adequate view 
of the situation by which we are faced 
in Canada can fail to see that the church 
1s entering upon the struggle of her 
life. We have entered upon a period of 
national expansion, and unless all signs 
are misleading the next ten years will 
witness a rapid growth in population. 
The question as to which shall be the 
paramotint force in our country’s life 
is a vital one. Shall we maintain our 
position . as. a God-fearing and a law- 
abiding nation, or shall the forces which 
make for weakening and decay be al- 
lowed to gain headway? Under God, 
the answer to that question depends 
upon the attitude of the Christian 
church. If her forces are divided; if 
there is a waste of men and means; 
if the ground is not occupied with the 
wisest generalship, the result ¢an only. 
be loss of ground and loss of: prestige. 
The same thing is true of the ever- 
widening foreign mission field in which 
open doors are being multiplied and 
the fields are whitening to the harvest. 

The Wesleyan, the Maritime organ of 
the Methodist church, speaks with favor 
of the movement towards union, rejoic- 
ing at “the breadth of statesmanship 

‘and the Christlike spirit” of the re- 
presentative men who are earnestly and 
ethic stent supporting the ‘union 
project, 

nominational prestige, but for the great- 
er glory of God and the economy ‘ of 
resources for evangelical “work.” 

The Presbyterian Ww itness, ‘Halifax, - 
warmly endorses the movem ‘saying: 

Looking at the proposal from the’ 
evangelical and evangelistic point. of 
view, there is much to be said for union. - 
The Methodists and Presbyterians 
preach the same gospel, cherish the 
same lofty ideals, live the same life of 
devotion and self-sacrifice, testify 
against the same forms of sin, and com- 
mit * themselves to similar efforts in 
home and foreign fields. Why then 
work any longer as if we were rivals 

‘and aliens? 

Of things which have Seoatatad the 
bodies, it says: 

But what about our respective Nie 
tories? And what about our different 
views of systematic theology? 
of Arminianism and Calvinism? These 
questions and all supposed difficulties 
are capable of solution and settlement 
if we are only true to the grand centre 
of unity—to the Lord Jesus. He is 
the rock on whom we build. Both unit- 
ed to him cannot be. far from one an- 
other. 

There are many still living, the Wit. 
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We cannot 

religious needs of - 
Canada, with its rapidly growing popu- 

t from any thought of de- 
hu fond ts “would gain; and so ought the moral 

What : 

ness says, who rs had to do with 
unions (that of the Presbyterian bodies, 

and that of the Methodist bodies), quite 

as hard to bring to pass as that now 

under discussion; and it, evidently, is 

confident that they and others can, by 

the blessing of God, bring this about. 
The Dominion Presbyterian, Ottawa, 

says the larger union idea 

any means be regarded as the mere 

dream of dreamers,” and that there are 

no greater difficulties requiring to be 

solved: than were overcome in . the 

unions already accomplished. It adds: 

The imperative problem before the 
Christian people of the Dominion to-day 
is how to keep pace with, and bring 
under strong religious influences, the 
surging crowds of new comers of vari- 
ous nationalities. A union of the 
brains and enthusiasm and resources to 
be found in the United Presbyteriaa, 

Congregational and Methodist bodies 
would mean a powerful combination for 

good. . . . The biggest men in these 
bodies would be least likely to allow 
so-called vested rights or presumed per- 
sonal interests to stand in the way of 
$0 great a consummation. 

The secular press, very generally, has 

noticed the movement, ‘evidently regard- 

ing it as one of large importance. Their 

comments shows the trend of opinion 

outside denominational circles. We 
quote from two papers. The Montreal 

Star, regarding it as one of the signs 
: of the times, says: 

Nationally and religiously the spirit 
of the age is against small bodies and 

in favor of large and powerful combina- 
tions. We are Imperialists, even in 
religion. Canada has seen the union of 

the Presbyterian churches and of the 
Methodist churches, and both unions 
have resulted in splendid success. - 

~~ The first fruits of such a union would | 
‘be a telling economy in all branches of 

- church work. The central officers need 
~not be duplicated. 
- connexional endeavor would be welded 

The machinery for 

into one, and much costly triplication 
‘saved. In small communities, one min- 
ister might often do the work now 
divided "among two ‘or three; and the 
‘spare men and money expended ' upon 
fields now necessarily left vacant. As 
a fighting machine, a united Methodist- 
Presbyterian - Congregational © church 
‘would be much more effective than the 

‘bodies marching separately. 
The foreign and home mission fields 

movements in the self-supporting +dis- 
tricts. . . . The occasional co-opera- 
tion of to-day would be replaced by a 
constant and intimate union of oki 
‘to-morrow. : 

‘The Toronto Globe speaks 0 Ne 
iy of the men in the several denomina- 
“tions who are - earnestly biomcging 
union, saying: 

~ The striking thing about the proposal 
of a union of the Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist and Congregational churches in 
Canada, as now presented, is that its 
strongest, most hopeful, and most ur- 
and untempered young men of the church- 
es. The young men will be found, for 
the most part, as might be expected, 
favorable to union, for the points of 
difference are of less importance to them 
than they were to their fathers. But 
they are not the leaders in the move- 
ment. The most unreserved and i impres- 
sive ‘appeals are made by the men who 
have behind them a lifetime of devoted 
and distinguished service in the church- 
es in which they are honored and trust- 
ed leaders. . . . Nor need there be any 
wonder that age and experience lead in 
Fo movement such as this. These men 
who speak thus to the churches were 
once fervent denominationalists as the 
rest, Bot life has taught them its great 

“cannot by 
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Besides, too, these ‘men 

life's real problems; and th 
the lesser problems of eo 
troversy have been solvé 1a 
riers tg, union taken ‘out 
The emphasis has shifted 
of philosophy and theolog; 
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pitted in past generations, 
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to consult’ your home 
you make a purchase ! 
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