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CHRISTIANITY IN JAJAN.
Christianity makes steady progress in
Japan. It is but thirty years, says the
- Canadian Baptist, since Japan threw
open her doors to Christianity. Pre-
vious to_that persons were pumished for
becoming Christians, and the disciples
of Jesus were denounced as “the wicked
sect.” In view of these facts the present
~status of Christianity in the “Sunrise
Kingdom” is very gratifying indeed, It
is said, upon good authorlty, that the
1otal number of Japanese Christians in
1002 was 123,134..
Christian parents are included the num-
ber will be about 200,000. This number
iz small, of course, in comparison with
“the 45,000,000 who make up the popula-
_tion of the kingdom, and it is said, too,
" that Christianity has so far been con-

-fined to the great centres, and is prac-

tically ‘unknown to the country - people.
But the Chrlsnamty in Japan is of a
very virile type, and is making itself felt
cverywhere.  Many of the prominent
men: of the couniry are Christians. It
is - sald that in the army there are 155

tians. ~ In the present Parhament too,
fourtcen members, mcludmg the Presi-
dent, are followers of Jesus Christ,

Three of the great daily newspapers of

Tokio are edited by Christians. On the
whole there is a bright outlook for our
rehgion in the kmgdom of the Mikado.

EAST Punmco, N. S.—Rev, J K
West is _pastor at Pubnico, ~ Special
meetings were held recently. - Though
the meetings were much broken by ex-
ceptionally bad weather, the work was

not in vain; there were very encourag-
ing indications.

- , i
Bum Rrvr.n N. S—Rev.' W, M,

'\Knollm has been laboring since the first

of the year with the churches of the
Beaver River, N. S., pastorate, and notes
-signs  of encouragement. During  this
momhhemslaldupacowleofweeks'
but 1is abom again.

&

Puksaur LAxx, N. S.—Rev, J. E.
Wllson pastor at Tusket, and Rev. Mr.
~ Berheute (Baptist), held union meet-
iings at Pleasamt Lake, and much good
was done. Besides the. reviving of many

“who had grown careless,” there were
mvemom of young and old. '

' g
Cl.nx s Harwour, N. S—We ' are
hqnagtobuqautbeoldnotesconneot-

ed with our church debt about Easter.
- The amount of indebtedness was about
'$830.00. Qur meetings are not abating
_in inferest and attendance. I never
-~ have locked forward .with more desire
and interest to meetings as they come

7~ than- I do here. . Every meeting has

m new experience and spiritual in-
hﬂlt most helpful and’ necessary to

If the children of

Licentiate H, Boyer spent last Sunday
on the Hartland pastorate.

Rev. E. S. Parker is holding specml
meetings at Tracey Mills,

Rev. A. J. Prosser preached at Vic-
torfia “Corner and other places in that
pastorate last Sunday,

Rev. R. W. Ferguson is holding
specia] meetings in St, John west, with
encouraging prospect,

Rev. F. C. Hartley has been ill for
several days. He is now improving. He
was not able to preach last Sunday. The
pulpit was occupied by Dr. McLeod..

oA E R
OTHER DENOMINATIONS.

-——Rev I. B. Colwell, of St. John, has
received a call to the Baptist church at
Freeport, N. S, and is likely to accept
it. :

—Zion Presbyleﬁ'an church, Charlotte-
town, P. E. 1., has called Rev. Gordon
Dickie, of North Sydney.

Rev. A. B. McLeod, of Prince Edward
Island, has accepted a“call to a Presby-
terian church in Winnipeg, :

—Rev. J. H. Hughes (Baptist), |
John, who has been confined.to his home

by illness a number of weeks, was able
tc be out last week. ' ;

—Rev, Dr. Morison, of St. David’s
Presbyterian church, St. John, was given
a farewell, and presented with $200.00.
He go€s - to Chlcago in April. :

—-Brshop Courtenay, who is retmng
. “from the Nova Scotia diocese to aoeept
charge of a church in New York was
presented with a piece of plate by the
Clericus Club. of Halifax,

—-Lady Sladen, a daughter of the Earl
cf Craven, addressed the Salvation Army
in St. John, Thursday night. She is a
member of the Army and an ardent sup-

L]

_porter of its work. Her husband rs a
~colonel in the British army.

—The Carleton Co. Sunday School ex-
ecutive has employed Rev. D). Fiske to.
work amongst the Sunday schools of
the coumy during April,

—Special meetings in the Gibson Bap~

tist church have resulted‘m a number of
conversaons )

—The Pnsbytertou Record reports
fifteen mission stations vacant within
the bounds of the St. John, N. B, Pres-

bytery. 'lhese figures seem large for
one small Presbytery

—Special meetings of intergst are be-
ing held in the Reformed Baptist ehurc‘l
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Gcmal Rcligim News.

—A series of meetingS' in Pittsburg
has been attended by much of the Spirit’s
power and by encouraging results. At
one ameeting there were 2,000 men pre-
sent, and about 1,000 arose for prayers.

—The Baptists in Germany have 173
churches and 31,761 members; in Scot-
land, 125 churches with 18,000 mem-
bers; in Australia, 231 churches, with
18,012 members. 2

—There are said to be 2,000,000 fewer
Catholics in Great Britain ‘than there
were a hundred years ago. Take the
area of the planet dominated by the
Greek, the Roman Catholic, and the
Protestant church, the Greek church
occupies 18 per cent, the Ronian Catho- -
lic 28 per cent, and the Protestant church
36 per cent.

—The Bible Society obtained permis-
sion before war was declared to distri-
bute scriptures among the Japanese
troops who were likely to be sent on ac-
tive service, and 50,000 Japanese gospels
and 5000 Testaments are now in pos-
session of soldiers at the front. A
éimilar" work is beifig done in the Rus-
sian army. The Society makes no dis-
tinction between friend and foe; in the,
Crimean War 204,560 copies ~of the
scripfures were circulated among both
the Russians and the Allies; over 'a

million copies, costing over £20,000, went

‘to French and German soldiers in the

war ‘of 1870; and during the South
African war over 133,000 Bibles, Testa-
ments, etc., were given to Britons and
Boers at the front, in the concentration

~camps, and on the troopships.

—In -1871 the Congregational church
commenced missionary work among the
Chinese of California. Since then, as
we learn from the American Missionary,
the mission has established forty mis-
sion schools for different periods” . of
time. Twenty of these are now in
operation. More than 19,000 Chinese
have been reached in this way, and more
than 1,700 have become Christians . n
the State of California since the work
began. These results have been reach-
ed, not by public addresses and evange-
listic meetings, but by the steady and
- faithful Jindividual work. Individually,
the converts go home to China and
preach to their relatives and friends,
doing what they can to bring them 10
Christ, and the Congregational Chris-
tian Chinese have given $19,000 for ths -
Chinese work in China.

—Oue of 1,784 conversions of men,
reported to a recent investigator of the
condition of young men in United
States churches, it ‘was found that the
average age of conversion was 16.4 years.
' The ratio gradually increased from 10
to 16, and decreased in almost similar
ratnofrometozoyears A young
man is therefore more susceptible to
religious impressions and decnsrons at
16 years of age than at any other penod '
of his life. Here is a nail for a pastor
to hang a hope on. Here would seem
to be the turning point of life. Evi-
dently there is mo more fruitful field
for a. minister to glean in than among
his young people from 10 to 20 years
of age; but he should be watchful of

“the boys between 14 and 18,
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