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Tae f Smbor= The history of Jehos- 
haphat’s eventful reign, found in 2 

~ Chron, 17-20, and the closely parallel 
TH passage, 1 Kings, 22. 
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To  GowLoex- Text —Deal courageously, and 
~~. the Lord shall be with the good. 2 
£ Chron. 19: a 

Ce 

oe 4 14; 2 Cor, 6: 14-17. = 
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"HISTORICAL SETTING. — Time. — Jehos- 

© gan 914 B. C, (common chronology) or 
85 B.C. (tevised chronology). The 
~ events of our lesson occurred after he 

: “had been reigning about twenty years. 
Place. —The battle agairist thé Syrians 
took place ‘at Ramoth-Giléad, to the 

“tory” mear Tekoa, south of Bethlehem. 
© Rulers— Jehoshaphat’s contemporaries 
So in the fotthetn kingdom: were Ahab, 
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" ws ee Clive: iy 1- 
sson is the. reign of Jehoshap- 

Judah. 
‘wer ei good king, 

| ems Sona Chron sili 
alia prosperity and power, 

ehoram _ to Athaliah, 

nberle: ih to Judah. | 
‘misfortune that food most 

! GAT expedition 
would 's death ad disaster 

Ks erg ire light of this solemn 
arning, Fah we: 1 wpe Ramoth- 

death or “Ahab, and i Fede bare 
pa e with his life. 
Lh had , . » . returned, from the 

at Ramoth-Gilead in peace. 

    

The Sundag=School. 
~ help the ungodly? The prophet 

considered that God would never bless _ 
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- haphat’ s reign of twenty-five years be- 

. easf of the Jordan; the “hallelujah vic- 
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THIRD QUARTER, 
LESSON IV.—July 24. 

the most effective way. Shouldest thou 
truly 

an alliance with idolatry. Therefore is 
wrath upon thee. Showing itself in an 
inglorious return home. Jehoshaphat 

“did not live to see the ultimate issues 
‘of massacre and ‘depotism which came 

in the train of his son Jehoram’s mar- 

riage. 
Nevertheless, oe things found in 

thee. These were a rule, whose climax 

~ was the removal of the chief temptation 

to idolatry, the groves of Asheroth, 

shrines. sacred to the licentious worship 
of the Pheenician Venus; and a pure, 

personal life, the king’s heart being pre- 
pared to seek God through study of 

Scriptures, prayer and meditation. 
Lessons from « Jehoshaphat's Sin. — 

1. It sprang from his “helping the un- 
godly.” 

with sinners as Christ did, to help them, 
but not for his personal advantage, and 

certainly not to help them do wrong. 
2. Men find it easy to invent plausible 

excuses for sin,'but God always consid- 
ers only one thing, the heart within. 

* 3. Though. God loves the sinner, he 
hates the sin. 

‘4. God. always punishes sin. If you 
thrust your hand into the fire, nothing 

can prevent its being burned. 

5. But God's mercy always tempers 
his justice. 

JEHOSHAPHAT'S REPENTANCE AND RE- 
FORM. Vs. 4-11. He showed his re- 

Three steps in the reformations are to 
be noted. 

First, Avoidance of the Sin, And 
Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem. He 

minded’ his own business at home, and 
would not expose himself by making 
any more such visits as he had made to 

~ Ahab. 
ove Personal Labors, the Religious 

Reforms = He went out again. He 
‘emphasized his repentance by going him- 

self. From Beer-sheba, a city on its 
southern frontier, to mount Ephraim, 

_ the hill country of ' Ephraim. And 
brought them back, in some cases from 
the worship of idols, and in" other 
cases from carelessness regarding Jeho- 
vah, unto the Lord God of their fathers. 
The God who had. done so much for 
their fathers ‘was ready to do as much 
for them. 

THIRD, Belting Others at Work, the 
Judicial ‘Reform. No man does his 

_* whole duty, however zealous he is per- 
-sonally, until so far as he can he sets 
others at work for God. And he set 
judges in the land. What exact change 
Jehoshaphat made in the judicial system 

of Judah, it is impossible ta determine. 
Probably he foiind corruption widely 
spread, and the magistrates tainted with 

the prevailing idolatry. He therefore 
~made a fresh appointment of judges. 
The fenced cities, the walled cities, 
In these leading towns the chief courts 
were established. 

Jehoshaphat's chasge to he. judges 
E 

consists: of. five particulars, ; rE 
First, Be Cautious. Take Reed ET 

ye do: Judges, of all men, must is 
before they. speak. 

Second, Act as | in God's ‘Phetencd 
The Lord; who is with you in the judg- 

ment, to note: what you do, to help you 
judge aright, to call yon to account. ° 
Not for man, but for the Lord there is 
"no more steadyirlg and inspiring thought 
than the , consciousness; of God’s pre- 

"The Christian may associate - 

reformations. 

- cisions. 

THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 

Third, Fear God. The fear of the! 
Lord is “the beginning of wisdom,” 
This ‘is not a cowardly dread; but ‘a’ 

wholesome sense of God’s just require- 
ments and the terrors of his offended 
law. 

Fourth, Be Pure. For there is mo 
iniquity with the Lord. Any sin, - like 
drunkenness or licentiousness, affects 
the mental balance, and prevents the 

judgment. 

Fifth, Be Impartial, both toward the 
lowly, for there is no respect of persons 
with God, no regard for worldly rank; 

and also “toward the poor, refraining 

from the taking of gifts, that is, bribes, 

either directly or indirectly—an especial 

danger of office-holders. 
The Supreme Court. In Jerusalem, 

the capital, and under the king's eye, 

Jehoshaphat sat up a court of final ap- 

peal, to which the most difficult cases 

might be carried. (1) Levites who were 

not priests, (2) priests who were gener- 

ally, if not always, Levites, and (3) the 

chief of the fathers of Israel. Each 
Israelite was head of.his own family; 

these family heads made up the “fathers’ 
houses ” or clans, and the heads of these 

clans sat in the great court at Jerusalem. 

The judges were to consider two classes 

of cases: (1) the judgment of the Lord, 

matters regarding which some decision 
could be found in the Law of the Lord, 
i. e., the Pentateuch, and (2) controver- 

~ sies, ordinary civil suits, decided by the 
unwritten laws of custom and equity. 

When they returned to atduocain And 
~ they returned. 

In. the fear, reverential law. A per- 

fect heart. With integrity. And what 

cause soever shall come . . . . . cities 
between blood and blood. To decide 
between one kind of blood-shedding and 
another, 1. e., between manslaughter and 
murder, Between law and command- 

ment, statutes and judgments. To de- 
cide what particular ordinance applies 

to a particular case. Ye shall even warn 
them. Add admonitions to judicial de- 

Trespass wot against the Lord. 
The judges were to remind all litigants 
and criminals that offenses were against 
Jehovah, and not merely against men. 
And so wrath come upon the entire 
nation, judges and people. Not  tres-. 
pass. Not be guilty. Amariah, the 
chief priest. The high priest. Matters. 
of the Lord. To hear such cases, Am- 
ariah would preside over the court, as 

being especially conversant. Zebadiah, 
Ruler of the howse of Judah... The 
tribal head, was evidently most suitable 
to preside over the king's matters, 4. e., 
civil or criminal cases. The Levites 
shall be officers. He meant to assign 
to Levites, other than the judges, all the 
subordinate officers about the court. 
Before you. Waiting to carry out your 

orders. Deal courageously. Judge 

manfully and fearlessly. The Lord shall 
be with the good. That is, with the 

good judges. 
Jehoshaphat's Repentance. 1. It was 

humble. He did not argue the case, 
-and attempt to show that he was not so 

bad. 
2. It was prompt. He made "at once 

what amends he could. 
3. It was thorough, going to the cen- 

tral cause of the sin, the religious laxity 
of king and nation. ; 

4. It was personal. Jehoshaphat in 
person made a campaign for God. 

5. It was influential. It did not stop 
with himself, but brought forth fruit 
also in the reformation of others, 

6. In all this it was a model for us. 
7. Finally, it was rewarded by a re- 

storation to God’s favor. 

JeHOSHAPHAT'S RESTORATION TO GOD'S 

Favor—2 Chron, 20, The sincerity of   

"Bald ? Scalp shiny and thin? 
Then it’s probably too late. 
You neglected dandruff. If 
you had only taken our ad- 
vice, you would have cured 

  

Hair Vigor 
the dandruff, saved your hair, 
and added much to it. If 
not entirely bald, now is your 

§ opportunity. Improve it. 
“I RAYS S00f Ayers ay hn said 

Goo d Ho air} 
J dois repentance was soon test- 
ed. News came of the approach of a 
vast army of Moabites, Ammonites and 

Meunim. Jehoshaphat proclaimed a 
fast, and, assembled the people. Stand- 
ing before them in one of the courts of 
the temple, he prayed the most note- 

worthy prayer recorded of any king 
since Solomon, beseeching Jehovah to 

  
  

come to the aid of his people. 
The answer came from an unexpected 

source. Jahaziel, a Levite, burst out in 
ant inspired prophecy. “Ye shall “not 
need to fight,” he declared. “ Stand 
still, and see the salvation of the Lord.” 

Accordingly, “early in the morning,” 

Jehoshaphat and his people moved 
southward, not in battle array, but in 
solemn procession, with singers in the 
van chanting “ Praise the Lord; for his 
mercy endureth forever.” 
In the wilderness of Tekoa, about ten 

‘miles south of Jerusalem, they came 
upon a terrible sight. An ambush, either 

~ of angels or of Jehoshaphat’s own pick- 
ed men, had sprung upon the invaders, 
and had thrown them into a wild con- 
fusion. . The unorganized tribes, among 
whom there existed feuds, turned their 
hands against one another. In this, 
savage struggle multitudes of them 
perished, so that J ehoshaphat’ s army had 
only to collect the enormous spoil of 

rich accoutrements. Before returning, 
however, they met in the Valley of 
Blessing (Beracah), and held a great 
thanksgiving service. “So the realm of 
Jehoshaphat: was quiet : for his God gave 
him rest round about.” 

  

Tre HEART OF THE LESSON. 

The central teaching of the lesson is 

the great truth that, when we repent, 
God freely forgives us. Jehoshaphat 
teaches us that— - a 

1. We need to watch against sin even 
more in prosperity than in adversity. 

2. Human goodness is no guarantee 
against sin. 

3. Sin is always punished. a 
4. God in his kindness i is prompt and 

stern in rebuking sin, 
5. God requires us to “ bring forth 

fruit worthy of repentance.” 

6. It is only in Divine strength that 
we can reform. 

7. Christ's forgiveness ‘and help are 
always ready for the repentant sinner. 

a WY 
The attractiveness of heaven depends 

on the treasure we have there, 
Ld 

  

 


