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v o Jacking in  moral stamnia. = Water i
b e _proverbially - unstable—tipping too and
o 4ro with every motion of the vessel that
. contains it; but Jacob here refers o
bonlmg water which foams up and effer—
 wesces from .the heat, it is therefore a
b st it illustration of all lack of self.restramt‘
0 1 . and fixity of purpose., There was. 10
“hope for poor Reuben unless he had a
radical change of hurt, for the want of
‘steadfastness, both mental and moral 18
fatal to all success in life.
No pathway to success of' any kmd s
‘an easy one. There are hills of difficulty
: tb be chmbed and boulders to be shoved
¥ out of 3he way, and temptahons to tun
to the nght or left out of “air-line.”
The number of young men often pos-.
~ sessed of good parts—who are wrecked
.'throm sheer xugtgb;hgy——passes an
are alway,s starting
and nmr ﬁaiahng, they are everythmg
by turas and nothmg 1ong They have
o Lt _never Iarned Lincoln’s secret of “peg-
. _ging away” Oh, how much of human
B S cffort is utterly wasted; how many pre-
“cious lives have ended in failure from
Loy ;;’?5‘“"‘* ~ this single vice of mstablhty! Ho*v
} el ‘many bright mtellects have been curs2d
§ . , by ‘it into utter barrenness! How many -
g5 L - “good projects it has brougbt to naught,
v and what a vast amount of time, talent,
S A . D-enprg;r,, and precaous opportunity have
7 been tﬁﬂed away only to end in morti--
~ = fication and disgrace. When the old,
: snd%y minded father of Burns was 01
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“ren and said, “There-is one of you that

I feel greatly troubled about” “Do you

R - A . mean me, father?” mqmred the bril-
{0 liant young Reuben, whose heart was a
A W boiling pot of unrestrained passions,
“Yes, ‘Robbie, I. mean you,” sadly re-

- common to speak of Scotland'’s gift:d
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Bt o -adverse circumstances, wheréas his
oo whole life was a conflict between the
A ol VRN voice of obnscience and the clamors of
wayward passions that mnearly afwavs
carried the day. Burns had no moril
stampja, The tragic story of his sad
| life—if it were fully and honestly writ-

ten, with all his own bitter confessions,

would be one of the most painful, and

yet profitable narratives to put into the

-~ hands of every young man in the land.
“Instability is often regarded as an un.
fortunate mental wnknen—-q mere. foi-

ble or constitutional ygakneu‘ But it

'« is really a vice. It.is often the bese!-
' ting sin that makes' utter wreck of all
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hope of excellcace, and is fatal to char- |

actér. When Fsee a.young man setting
. out in life with no fixed habits, no
,stadias'}acu of purpose, drifting from
'a one place to another, chasing after nov-
ﬁi’ - _elties and ready to throw away every-
thin‘ that he has gained in pursuit of

mmwvhmu.lwmw&

his dying bed, hé turned to ‘his child--

phed ‘the dying man, It has been too .

o be prayed against and fought against
without compromise or cessation.. Con-
quer it or you arg lost!

Are there no Reubens in the church’
I do not refer to such flagrant cases of
moral inability as send some  profess-
ors of religion  into drunkensess an!
others into knavery and others in dis-
graceful leche:riesﬁ Brother A—— is no
such reprobate -as that, but his piety cs
qu:te to periodical and spasmodic, one

‘day he is up to boiling point, and anoth-
er da?' he is down to freezing.. During

the “week of prayer"’ or when an evan-
gehst comes along to hold special mea
ings he smgs more loudly and prwys

more fervently than any-of the brethren; -
but, when the tide ebbs, he goes out.

with the tide, Brother B—— is very
fertile in the suggestions of new schemes -
of benevolence, and while. the nowlty

lasts, he’ 'wo'rks fiercely. 'The next new.
~ devices pushes aside the old onme, a and

Brother' B—'s - transient enthusiasm

- soon dries away. This type of church

members are like the brooks swelled by
midsummer showers. “What nm; ﬂtey

‘wax. warme they vamsb when it is hot

they are consumed out of their place.’
It is this sort of ﬁtful spasmodic re-

ligion that often makes church contri-
~ butions such an unce:tam mlay In-

stea.dofbemglheltendystrmmfndb
systematic benevqlenoe, they are depen-
dent on the spasmodic M of an
eloquent sermon or a - church bazaar.
Some church membero m outy flou:-
ishing during the hu"uy W of a re-

vival season, The rest of the year they
_are brown and barren. If pastors get

sick of such penodm\l profasm, how

‘weary the Master must be of theg!
But the joy of every pastor is ‘the ever- -
~green Christian, whe, ‘when the com.-
- munity is as dry. apxmmlty as summer
_geni_us as if he were only the victim of -

dust, kgeps his hurt fresh and his pray-
‘ers fervent and his purse om and h:s
daily life as hhmiiul as an orangc trze
in full bearing,

Sometimes there are aymptomo of th's.

_ vice of Reubemtess (if we may coin tu:.h

a vord) in the pulpit, It shows itse:f

_both in running after new devices anl

running after new places. In nothing -

~does patient, persevering, persiste .t

work tell more effectively than in the
ministry. No tree can bear fruit that is
pulled up so often that it never fully -
takes root. The epitaph has been in-
scribed over the fitful labors and fre-
quent fnlures of more than one minister
who ought to have been equal to bett
things, is, “Unstable as water, he did
not excel.” _
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It 1s WELCOME,—A subscriber writes:
“I should have sent this subscription
before. Pardon neglect. I could not do
without the INTELLIGENCER, Tt is-a wel-
gome visitor to our home. -~

_many who take mrt in eleet!on work

_cipal elections, It has eatm too deeply

wdl make -every returmiag oﬁi&er and |

~ essential gravity of his oﬂenée, he will |

"a orgcr ora sané—bagger. _ Anothcr ob-
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tenant-colonei and some or all of them

‘were held in the highest esteem by their Upholstered m the latest styﬂﬁ _

-nenghbors. How. could such men com-
mit such oﬂences as ballot-stnﬁ'mg and |
falsifying returns and all the ,dtrty trick-
ery of underground election work, and
think -so lightly of them until the knell
rang out that sent them to prison? We
quote ‘the Globe in answer, which admits
that the unserious view these in other
ways tespectable men took of their
® fraudulent proeeedmgs 1s but a reﬂec—
tion of the thougﬁt and attxtude “of 'to>

)

.and who proﬁt py bogus ballets and fals-
ified returns.’ This electoral corruption
“ is not oonﬁned to Toromo ‘or to muni-

into the working creed of i not a few
‘politicians 'in parliament anﬁ ‘out of 't.
Wlum the mlsdemeanors in birlnamen-

ed by party |

;shown no mdne c!emency thaq thesc ﬁ\ie‘ 3
*mtm:cxpal crummls recenzed, auch Ies-
/sons in morahty will have been read as

_pou clerk mlm; the seriomus of the
erune.’ 8y e G

Of the cndeavors to procurc pardons |
vfor the wnvscted ofﬁcnals the Montreal
Sbr says: “We have séen too uch par-
dﬁnmg “of election cmhmals Nothmg :
is more cakulatea ho brmg thc cuforc- ; Sl
ment of election law into damyute and |.
to d:sqourage _wdges in mt!ng the of- |
iences thh -proper. mcr;ty,*tﬂlan this
~outery. for the exercise of the, pardoning
~ power as soon as a bdtbt-hox stuffer
. gets behind the bars, Bchmd thi bars is

uommumty ‘are ever to be ta:uzht the 'rolmble m.keg .,f

be left tbcre, preciuly as would a thi

;ectm to the use of _the pardoning
_power ift M&cua, is that the crime
u nolitical and the pardoning power is
,alwaysmthebudsoipolmdm. It
is the last sort of crime for which polit-
“ical mercy should be sought, - The temp-

tat:on to pardon one’s poii‘tacal friends
“and admmuter cold justice bo one’s pn-

litical eﬁemien “should nevcr be thrust
hefore a commttee of polmcnans 2

" There are only aoo,ooo Chnstmns m
Japan, and yet Christnmty is. exerting

powetinl influence on the country. A
great many of the leaders are Christians
as 155 officers in the army, the eaptams
of the two largest battlesh:ps, the presi-
dent of parliament and thirteen mem-
bers. They are in cabinet, on the
supreme bench, in the universities, on

the ncwmpets, etc. Religions freedom
prevails. It is an open door for the

to consulb yam' hm
the proper phoe for him; and if the youmakespnrchn‘
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