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_Religion is not something to merely
‘profess and to think about on Sundays
and special occasions. It is something
to have always and everywhere creating
" motives and giving direction and char-
" acter to actions.
: - x
. _The Baptists in the United States,
nortb and south, are seeking some form
~of wmion. There is in mind especially

" tive evangelization.
(. —=The decline of family worship is
one or the most deplorable things of the
- time. It is fraught with danger. The
- neglect of family worship by parents
who - are p-rofess'ing Christians causes
. their, children to doubt the reality of
s * “the faith and love they profess.
. —A revival that does not result in
better support of the church’s. finances,
increased contributions to mission work,
Christian education, and more readers
~ of the church’s paper lacks some of the
\  egsentials of a real work of grace. “By
. their fruits ye shall know them.”
s .
_ " —The Wesleyans' in England give
s special attention to training for tae
: . 'ministry men who have been successful
as preachers but are deficient in educa-

( m;:‘;;‘f;f f‘iﬁ’,i:,.", " tion and too poor to get it, They are.

 “‘taught a good working knowledge of

7 for their work.' Cliff College, which
T lpakes ‘a specialty of this kind of train-
Hoe e LT S-Cing hills sixXty-one evangelists in its em-
0 ploy—thirty-six of them in Gospel cars,

Py % ah&j- ‘twenty-five in circuits. . Their
"1 teaching and work go on at the same
o - 'time, the work being an imporiant part

o ‘ot the training.

LR | ZMen usually find what they are
7 _.looking for. .Mr. Moody used to tell of

... . an English officer who was stationed for
", some time in India, and who declared
' ‘that while he had lived there long
“""  enough to shoot thirty tigers, 'he had
never seen a heathen convert. A mis-
sionary who heard the statement said

-~

~great needs of the

' a union that will make for more effec-

. the Bilfle and in other respects trained
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that though he had spent a lifetime
there, he had never seen a tiger, but had
seen many converts. Both were truth-
ful. Each found what he wanted. One
thirsted for tiger blood another for
souls. One found no converts in the
jungles, the other no tigers in meeting-
houses, | '

&

—It was Spurgeon who said that he
had no more right to express his doubts
in the puipit than he had to use profane
language. Surely the pulpit is for some-
thing else than the airing of one’s un-
certainties, or for setting forth the
questionings and make-tiliefs of others,
‘The people who wait on the ministry of
the Christian pulpit expect {0 hear cer-
tainties. They get enough of doubts
elsewhere. All through the week they
find them in books, newspapers, maga-
zines and conversation. When they
cross the threshold of °the sanctuary,
they want something that will confirm
faith, inspire hope, .give comfort, help
in th. battle of life, and fit for heaven.
A positive, assured faith is one of the
hour. Preachers
should be the known exponents of it in
their every-day lives. |

B
—At the triennial National Council of
the Disciples of the United States, re-
cently held, Rew: Dr. Ball was present

as a fraternal delegate from the Free
Bapiists in the interests of the union of .

the two bodies, His address is spoken

. of as a remarkable one, awakening great
enthusiasism. “He said the day for
speech-making on the subject was past,

and that it was now time to get down
to the business of uniting. He pointed
out the essemtial agreement in funda-
mental doctrines of the two bodies, and
indicated the benefits that would result
from union, At the same meeting, Dr.
Bradford, the retiring Moderator, also
spoke strongly in favour of union.
Among the truest things, he said, as
reported in the Christian-Evangelist,

- was that the differences which now sep-

arate denominations are in many cases
survivals of old controversies which
could not arise today. The natural his-
tory of schism presents a constant re-
currence of this phenomenon: A keen
contention will arise over sume point of
doctrine or polity which seems for the
moment to be supremely important.
There are wide differences of opinion
growing out of different tempcraménts_
and types of mind: Parties are formed
which solidify into sects, based on the
difference of judgment or practice in re-
gard to the mooted point. Then, as time
goes on, the point ceases to be mooted.
Then the controversey is forgotten and
nobody cares much about the issue be-

. cause it has been found to be inoconse-

quential,
)
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REPRESENTATIVE DISCIPLES.
The disciples, whom our Lord gaﬁh-

ered about Him in the days, of His
~earthly ministry, represent His digciples

in all ages. There are the same charac-
teristics, the same unfolding and de-
velopment of character and life, con-
-stax\l;tly' appearing among His disciples

of today as were found in those who

"be disciplined and brought under con-

‘periences to fit him fully for the great

‘his day there have been many such
‘characters—well meaning, but impetuous
.and rasn even to

‘usefu! servants of Christ,

 the others the true character and -glory

' to perceive the signs of the long-prom-

‘to his feet when he left the world of

- Christ’s ‘trut'h.
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first left all that they might follow Him,

and be taught by Him, and go forth to

herald His message.

BAPTIST UNION NOTES.

The churches that have voted on
union since our last report are Lower
Milistream, Moncton, St. John (Water-
loo St.), North Head, Castalia, Grand
farlbur, Seal Cove, Third Tier, Lower

Peter, for example, was one wio, by
his natural blindness and energy of
character, was fitted to become a leader . er, L
in a new enterprise which should sub- Queensbury, WllSOﬂ’§ BfaCh, North
ject men to bonds, imprisonment and Koad, French Lake, Victoria Comner, St.
death. But before he was fully prepared John, (North).

for Hils work, te needed long and care- Al ‘these churches have voted approv-
ful training at the hands of his Master,

al of union. Other churches are prg_J
that the evils of his character might be ‘

paring to take action at once.
pruned, that his natura] energies might - The number of Baptist churches vot-

ing approval is being increased each
week. '

Union will not in any way interfere
with a church’s right to conduct its own
affairs. Every church will, as” now,
choose its pastor, order its services, de-
termine its contributions ta local and.
general purposes, have the same rélati
to other churches and to the genexz$
body—in a word, will in everything be
as independent as now, and act as freely.

trol, and that his self-sufficiency might
give place to self-distrust and confidence
in God. By his stumbling, by his shame-
ful and cowardly denial, he was
humbled, chastened, purified—the divine
grace working through all his bitter ex-

werk his Lord meant him to do. Since

recklessness, who,
after many a humiliating stumble and
fall, after a long and painful process of
preparation, have become devoted and
And to the
end there will be such men, whom God
will prepare and use mightily in His
work. : -

Union will not hurt any church in
either denomination, and it will help
many churches in both. It will broaden
the field for both, and will, also, make
possible @ much needed concentration of
their Christian forces. o

| In a note of recent date from Rev.
In contrast to Peter there was John, ~ Dr. Trotter, President of Acadia Uni-
the beloved disciple. He was a man of  versity, he says:

more reflective nature, with a spirit that Had I not been so overwhelmingly
seemed to drink in, by communion and buried in the adm.inistrative duties inci-
sympathy with his Master, more of his den: tIO ;he lgple‘nmg Qgtta il '."9“1?8"'
g e year, I should have written you earlier,
Master’s Bpus, who sfaen)ed 10 ‘appre- expressing my great satisfaction at the
hend beyond more readily and fully than  action of your Conférence. I trust the
actual amalgamation may now ‘proceed

just as rapidly as it is found practicable.
The Wolfville church unanimously ad-
opted the Basis of Union a few days
ago, and declared itself ready to act in
all matters in accordance therewith.

of the Redeemer. And John has had,
and has, his successors among the dis-
ciples of Christ, in those who already
and constantly reveal to the world th:
love and gentleness of their Lord.
Then, there is Nathaniel, who, waiting
for the Kingdom of God, was wont to
search diligently the sacred oracles al
commune with the God of the patriarchs
and prophets. He was not a blindly
crdulous man, but one who was ready

in all things, and lead us to his glory.
Dr. Trotter intimates, also, that at

the next meeting of the Board of- Gov-
ernors of Acadia the question of the re-
‘adjustment of the Beneficiary Funds for
students, etc., etc., in view of the union,
will be taken up, and he has no doubt
that the matter will be satisfactorily ar- -
ranged, :

—O——————

UNDEVELOPED CHURCHES.

A writer in the Christian Baptist says
some sen,si'ble things about the non-de-
velopment of church€s, which should be
passea around. Many churches have
resources of which they are unaware.
Their possibilities for the good of the
community, and for the extension of
Christ’'s Kingdom . are an unknown
quantity. “These churches, he says,
need to discover themselves. They need
to have a revelation of what they red¥ly -
can do for the Lord their God. The ten- -

ised Son of God as soon as He should
appear.  And he was quick when he
came in contact with the Christ of
Nazareth to recognize Him, exclaiming,
“Thou art the sonof God,ihou art the
King of Israel,” And such as Nathaniel
have been in all ages, and are now.
Thomas was affectionately devoted to
his Master, but he felt no firm ground

sense and passed beyond the region of
sight, Before he could believe that his
crucified Lord had risen from the dead
he must place his finger into the print
of the nails that pierced the blessed

hands, and thrust his hands into the , AR P
wounded : side.d There have been, and :lsenclz :: itl:;f:xazs, ?d‘;;:he ehurd:—
ar>, many like Thomas. They have £t POV, 1 own suk

faith. but they pass through many con- ‘_ ;)t:s fand " :ecexve thempelses ity the
flicts of doubt before they hold with o A -t-ﬂat dt o ‘cannot - : veq o ach. o
firm grasp the “highest revelations of B 20 e rofesspi Chrlmm

. underestimate their own strength in the
light of God's sufficiency, and the supply
of power which he is willing to bestow.
v Why do churches not know their own
brace every variety of character, every powers. why are they not fully devel-
type of excellence. Christ, who knows oped Because so many lean on .::_rutch.
the peculiarities and infirmities of each, es. Their methods for —raisihg"'moncy
adapts His own health for them in his = produce and foster weakness instead of
own infinitely wise way, guiding and  strength.  The strength "of a church
training them for the service He wo't_x"ld either' financially or spirittiafly is never

have them do. - M. developed by fairs or festivals, and tricks

One 'spirit pervades Christ’s disciples,
they all serve one Lord, but they.em-
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May the Lord give wisdom and patience =




