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THe Ec. i TOPIC— Jan. 24. 
BY AMOS R. WELLS, 

- Waar Ir Curist CAME 10 OUR TowN? 

« John 4: 28-30, 39-42. 

Th the question a fanciful one? Does 

wi, ory 

et it mg tothe iy times when the 

: Ne a Th coming to our town as 

the ‘angel of death. He is taking our 
ved ones to himself one by one. He 

¥ sien for us. As Bonar sings: 

Ther. say “at any moment 
The Lord of life may come 
To lift ‘me from the cloudland 

; Rp the light of home. ~ 

‘ % 5 We oid death, for. ourselves and our 
pst ¢ dear ones ; but in so doing we are dread- 
WE Christ, and eternal happiness. 
But also, Christ's second advent is 

sure. ‘Some day he will return visibly, 
4 ik ; our town and all towns, in clouds of 

Dr. Alexander Sciasnd asserts 

i that “there is something sadly wanting 
“in our conception of the Christian re- 

AZ” 

and windows open,’ 

*_velation without this anticipation. The 
promise. of Christ’s second coming ws 
. given us for our comfort, our encour- 

to pe afid our spur to greater fielity. 

”. 

Are you Shit all too busy 
Te ~~ With the things that fade away— 

‘Wealth, or fame, or gain, or pleasure?. 
5 Drop. them! He may come to-day! 

: But there is still a third coming, for 
Christ is* always with us, walkihg our 
streets, entering our houses, sitting at 
our tables, aiding in our tasks, sharing 
in our pleasures. #: Have all your doors 

* cried Joseph Park- 

er, “for you cannot tell by what means 
Christ will find access.” 
This also is no fancy or pious fiction. 

but absolute reality. If we could touch 
‘him, see him, ior hear him, he would not 

be more certainly present. Poor indeed 
is the life, and blunt to all finer impres- 
sions, that has not often been conscious 
of Christ's nearness. 

This consciousness is: like the magic 
lamp placed in the fisherman's hut, that 
transformed to gleaming silver all «the 

/ furniture and the hut itself. ‘When you 
"see men or women who are consciously 
living ‘with Christ, does not the inner 
light shine from their, eyes, testifying of 
the Light of the world who abides with 
them? Yor . 

Craig: SRCRETARY, Miss Maud = 

THE RELIGIOUS 

Chis’ must come thus to hid individ- 
ual before he can come to towns, just 

as he came first to the sinning woman 
- at the well, and through her to Sychar. 
Many a town has received Christ be- 

~cause a single soul in it has received 
“him, 

The question, therefore, is not, “What 
if Christ came to my town?” but, “Has 
Christ so entered my life as to radiate 
out from it to other lives?” 
is beautifully given in Miérgaret E. 
Sangster’s poem : 4 

If the Lord should come in the morning 
As T went about my“work, 

_ The little things and the quiet things 
Fhat a servant cannot shirk; 

Though nobody ever sees them, | 
And only the dear Lord cares 

That they always are done in the light 
of the sung 

Would he take me unawares? 

Why a5 1 ask and question ? 
He is ever- coming to me, 

Morning and noon and evening, - 

If I have but eyes to see, °° 

And the daily load grows lighter, ; 
The daily cares grow sweet, ; 

For the Master is near, the Master is 

here, A 

I have only to sit at his feet. ~ 

Laas 20. 2 

OF TWO EXTREMES, TAKE NEITHER, 

How large a part should older En- 
deavorers take in the young people’s 
prayer-meeting? This is often a real 
perplexity to the conscientious Endea- 
vourer who wishes to do his duty. It 
is answered in three ways, two of which, 
in our estimation, are wrong ‘ways. 

First, the older Endeavorer is some- 
times tempted to take too much 
in the meeting. He feels the po 

of his pledge; 

say upon the Bsubject of which the 
younger members will not think of, or 
which they cannot say as well. = When 
he gets upon his feet, the time slips 
away. Unconsciously, before he knows 
it, he has given a five-minute’ or ten- 
minute exposition of the topic, or -per-. 
haps offered a prayer nearly’ as long. 
The result is that, the subject oe 
thus exhausted, the less confident, the 
less educated, and the younger ones feel = 
that there is nothing left for them to. 
say. The meeting drags, and the older 
member wonders what it is that, even 

The test 

he realizes, as he: cannot - 
help doing, that he has something to 

to do the-work of the younger ones, | T9 

a save them. 

when he takes up a quarter of the time 
or more, there is no one to fill the rest 
of the hour, utterly oblivious of the fact 
that if he talked less the others would 
talk more. 
Again, the older bE Shs forthe 

other extreme, realizing the importance 
of developing “the younger ones, “and 
fearing to take “the time which they 
ought to use,. sometimes takes no part 
at all. 

do their duty, but forgets the necessity 
of setting an example. He has a 
“reason which he can consciously give - 
to the Master ” for not taking part, and 
he holds his tongue. But he makes as 
great a mistake as the too loguacious - 
member. His motive is not anderstood., 
His secret’ heart cannot be ‘read; and 
the younger member, seeing him delin- 
quent and apparently unfaithful to his 

“pledge, will hide behind his gxasmple, 
and fail in their duty. ae ’ | 

But there is another" and a better 
way. * There are many ‘societies from 
which’ the older. Endeavorer should not 
withdraw, even into the honqrary mem- 
bership. He is needed to give stability, 

ballast and strength te the younger ones; ” 
but there i 1s no society in which he ought 

He sits in a back seat, perhaps, : 
with heart anxious that the others hould 

or forget his responsibility for develop- 
ing them. He should take his own part, 
but it should be a brief one. Half a 
dozen sentences are better than a long 
speéch, One sentence may be better 

than half a dozen in a large society.” od 
He should be one link in the chain of 
prayer, but not the whole chain itself. 
He should usually take his part at the 
beginning of the meeting, and help to 
warm it up, but should never smother 
the fire by dumping too much of his 
own fuel "upon it so that the embers are 
entirely extinguished. ,His part should 
be to fan the blaze rather than te pile 

“on the fuel. If all the older members are 
brief, there can scarcely be too many of 
them. Twenty of them can take part 
in ten minutes, and leaves a half-hour 
of the open meeting for the younger 

*® ones. 

There may be many cases where the 
older mebers should withdraw from ac- 
tive membership to the honorary list, 
or into a veteran society, but never be-- 
fore they have found and trained their. 
substitutes; and one_of the best ways of 
training them is by setting them an 
example of brevity, pithiness, always 
leaving them .fime for their own par- | 
ticipation, and always ‘seeing that the | 
younger members do the work in the 
prayer-meeting and on the committees, 
and never doing it for. them. —Francis. 
E. Qhwt. n  C. E. World. 
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MISSIONARY MOTIVES. 

WHY SHOULD I GIVE TO MISSIONS? 

Because it is the most.paying Mnybae 
ment. 

Becaiise ok; the joy lions: to the. 
giver. TH 
Because 1 am only a “steward of the 

‘money that ‘God has given me, and ol 
must use it for his glory. = 

Because I am put to shame by the 
liberality of heathen converts. 

Because it is God’s will that mission- 

them. Rom: 10: 14. = 
Because I am grateful to God “for 

what he has given me. John 3:16, 
Because souls are dying; and. 4 ceo 

was 

WHY SHOULD 1 PRAY FOR MISSIONS? 

© Because ‘the. world needs ‘prayer. 
Because in the past missions have al- 
= prospered: ag believing prayer has | 
increase 

Backus God Be conditioned the suc= 
cess of missions on prayer. fo 
‘Because I am commanded to pray. 
Because 1 can plead great p 
Because the prayer of fain: is a = 
Bh phn : 

Because “Christ. 38 - praying for. those. 
for whom he. ed. - 

Phe 23 

(# io cota many oo 

wx snovio I BE A MissIONARY? 

pes aking multitudes tl “not Eg 
the g0spel, and ‘are dying. —Selected. 
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Why Do Women oe 
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The Moemriens have always ea 
noted for missionary ‘zeal. At resent 
out of a total. home membership. of 
100,000, there are ‘400 foreign missionar- 
ies—ote for every 230 members, The 
number of missionary church members 
is equal to the home membership. 

aries should go, and that 1 should help 

iy 


