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“May weheobe&aittothyprw

‘hxbltlons as well as thy commandS, was

a touching sentence in a recent prayer

of the venerable Dr. Alexander Mac--
‘Laren, now unable to preach regularly.
He is having experlence of that kind

of obedience—a more trying obedience

" than when he abounded in activities in

his Lord’s service. May we all learn

to be humb‘ly obedient to God’s proé
hibitions.
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—The state of 'ecclesiastical affairs in

France has brought the Protestant

churches face to face with the problem 3
of state aid. A small.party of the Pro- -
.\,tcstan’ts see no hArm in receiving aid

from the state. They regard such, 2id
as mutually beneﬁc1a1 to the state and
their churches.
however, welcome the idea of complete
separation from the state.  All they
ask _for is perfect freedom to orgamze
themselves and to carry on their work
with the funds they,can provide, - It
is notable, the Protestants generally, and
especnally the pastors who " have work
at stake, hail the«pmspect of disestab-
lishment with joy, while t-he Roman
Catholics are opposed to 1t and look
upon it as spoxlatron

.
Yy

—To the thlues:tion, “Ts the : émplby;_

ment of singers and organists who are
unbelievers authorized by the Word of
God?” the Examiner gives 2n answer
which we wish to pass along:

The only mention of choirs in the
Bible relates to the singers connected
with the temple service, and the mem-

bers of these were undoubtedly all be--

{ievers in Jehovah, so long as the wor-

ship continued uncorrupt. In the prim-

itive churches the singing appears to
have been purely congregational, and.
therefore presumably all were believers.
The modern church choir system was
unknown in Bible timés, and hence noth-
ing is directly said with regard to it
But we have long felt that the custom
of eémploying persons to le
worship of song, without regard even to
their moral—to say nothing of their re-
ligious—character,” simply because they
are good musicians, is opposed to the
spirit, if not am spec:ﬁc letter, of
Word of God. The Fa{her seeks thbse
to worshap him who worship in spirit
and in truth, and men should follow the
same rule in selecting the leaders of song"
in the services of Gods house

—February x4th has been desigoated
bv the Woﬂd Studmt ‘CHristian Bcd-
eration as the unwernl day of prayer
for students. For several years the

: correspondmg date, the second Sunday

in February, has been observed 4n this -
way, and year by year an increasing
number of universities, colleges and
schools have united in its’ observance.
The Christian student movement has
now a place in all countries, and ‘em-
braces over 1,600 Christian student so-°
cieties, with a total membership of 89,
000 students and professors.. Ministers

and chiir¢hes and Christians everywhere .

are asked to remember cspec:ally the
studcnts on the designated prayer day
——that this year may. be notable in the

number of conversions among students

in all parts of the world, and that God

may thrust forth from among Christian
stadents a sfill larger number of labor-

ers into the wide and ripe harvest fields.
What a source of spmtual blessing and
power such a concert of prayer should

‘be! ' 5 5

The great ma]omy, %

NOVA SCOT.!A TI!REATENFD.

If, a8 "is intimated, the Nova- Scotia
legtslature is to be asked to enact a law
for the estabhshment of the Gothenburg
system of dealmg with the liquor traffic,
the friends of temperance in that pro-
vince need to bestir themselves at once

‘tc prevent such legislation. It is really *

the most deceptive form of lrcense n
existence to-day, and, therefore the
most dangerous. :

The advocates of the Gothenburg sys-
tem clainr that it reduces “the consump-

. tion ,of liguors, that it lessens drunken-

ness and other evils which result from
drink, that it removes the temptation
for personal gain, that it is financially
advantageous to the community, and
that v it promotes the public welfare
generally. : ' :
An examination of the records of the
places in which the system has been in
operatlon several years will show that
it does notido any of the good thmgs
claimed by the advocates. ‘On the con-

“trary it w{ll be seen that drunkenness

has incre sed, that there is illicit sale,

that all the -evils that attend upon the

dnnk traﬂ'xc ahound that licensed com-
pames are quite as 1ager for proﬁt as
are hceased mdrvuluals, and that com-
panies are not in thefbusmess to pro
meote morabty axty more than the ordm
ary grog-sellere

_A great deal is made of the statement
that the profits are shhred, wtth the

 communities in which the trafﬁe is car-

ried on, and that public rmgrrovcments are

“thus well ‘provided for." And yet the
“share of the; profits paid to the munici-

pahtles is not dl&erent n character from
the usual license fee. It“‘rs simply the
money paid by the company for the rum-
selling monopoly. The company ‘system
offers it in a form that is_the strongest

»appeal to the cupidity of the municipal
authorities; and it is, also, such a sys-

" tem as opens the way for much eorrup-
“-in jthe

tion of officials and others. “We do not

;knovf who are the promoters of Gothen-

23

burg systcm in Nova Scotia, It/ is safe
to say, however,, that’ ‘ﬂley’he not ‘per-
~sons \\on are chne&y cohcemed for the
moral welfarc of the pro#mcc. " They
are, probably; men.who, segﬁlsrge pmﬁts

‘o

in a liquor traffic combine. - LA
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There are no places in Nova Scotia :’f '

'ié‘,&—-not even those in which the Iaim ior.

the rcStrxctron df the ligu

~ most violated—that are. not gmn, bes- >
_ter off than any. place n. ° |
Gothenburg system is in operatum, i

“The frtcnds of prohibition in Nova
Scotia have resisted many attempts to -

’destroy the measure of p;ohnbltron they

having succeeded in securing. Most 1 vig-
orously they should resist the present at-
tempt to establish a }egahzed hquor
traffic amongst them. No prevrous at-
tetnpt has hcen so. dangerous.
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PRO TESTANIS IN GERMANY.
The authoritiés of the church of Rome
have at last sounded an official note<of-
‘alarm aganmt the Protestant movement

which for the past four years has been
‘agitating several provinces of the Aus-

trian Empire, notably - Bohemia. Re- .‘
: cent co'rrespondence says that the arch-

bxshop of Prague  and threi other
Pohemian bishops have iséued a pas-
‘toral letter, which has been read on three

consecutive Sundays in all Cathohc a olte,~ fa‘hd
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