needful as summer, °

THE SWEETEST LIVES.

The sweetest lives are those to duty wed,
Whose deeds, both great and small,
Are close-knit strands of an unbroken
thread,
Where love ennobles all.
The world may sound no trumpets, ring
no bells;
The Book of Life the shining record
tells,

Thy love shall chant its own beatitudes.
After its own life working. A clnld’
kiss
Set on thy singing lips shall make thee
~ glad;
A poor man served by thee shall make
thee rich;
A sick man helped by thee shall make
thee strong; .
Thou shalt be servcd thyself ‘by every
sense
Of service which thou renderest.
—FElizabeth Barrett Browning,
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CALAMITIES.

In some cases calamity i.s the direct
result of sin. The poverty, hunger, and
friendliness of the prodigal are imme-
diate and neeessary consequences of his

transgressions. He reaps the fruit of
his own doing. Families, cities, and na-
tions are often  visited with afflictions
which they have brought upon them-
selves by their own wrongdoing. ~But it
will not do to say that each severe visita-
tion of trouble is a proof that the victim
of the affliction is an object 'of the divine
displeasure. He may not be worse than
others who have not suffered. ' He may
be far better. It is sometimes the good
who suffer and the evil that escape. The
Psalmist found it so; “Whom; the Lord
loveth He chasteneth, and
every son whom He receiveth.”

It is plain that calamities are some-

~ times fruitful of great good. Let no one

say when he is afflicted that all these
things are against him., 1t'is not all
dark. The night is as good as the day.

Rain and storm are as useful as sun-

shine, If sunshine should prevail 24
hours every day and 365 days every year
we should all soon perish. Winter is as
Sorrow and pain
bear fruits as rich and sweet as pleasure’
and gain, “All things work together for
good to them that love God.”

Affliction and calamity open ‘fountains

¢ sympathy When one is sorely be-
reaved or sustains a heavy financial loss
he soon receives messages of sympathy
from his friends, and often from stran-
gers. OUffers of help come from solirces
he had not thought of. He never knew

he had so many friends nor that their

friendship meant so much to him. There
are times when we are tempted to think
that all men are selfish and cold, but
deep sorrow proves the case to be fa.
otherwise. Is not a flood of sympathy
worth something? -

- Calamity breaks the hold of the world
on the soul. The hold of the world is

too strong.. . The patriarch said in his -

prosperity, “I shall never be moved.,” He
regarded his condition  permanent. He
said moreover, “I shall die in my nest.”

His nest was quite comfortable,
a man has a comfortable nest, and hopes
that he will not be disturbed. But God
knows what is good better than we. The
old eagle knows what is ‘good for the
young bird. The young eagle, sleeping
in a comfortable nest in a cleft of the

scourgeth

Many
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rock high up on the face of the cliff, is
content to remain there. To venture
out seems dangerous: But the old bird
knows what to do. “The eagle stirreth
up her nest.” She tears it to pieces and
compels the young to fly. This is neces-
sary for their strength and safety. So
God stirs men out of their nests that

they may soar aloft.

Calamity develops the noblest qualities
of manhood. What makes a good sol-
dier? Not walking on velvet carpets and
sitting in upholstered chairs a hundred
miles from a battlefield, Hard march-
ing, hard fighting, and hard fare make
a good. soldier. What makes a good
sailor? Not sleeping in feather beds a
thousand miles from the sea, but battl-
ing with storms on the great deep. Ca-
lamity develops strength, courage, pa-
tience, and hope. '

Job understood the mission of calam-
ity better than many modern Christians,
seem to understand it. Satan was dis-
appointed in Job. He thougnt Job serv-
ed ‘God for profit. Had he not found it
profitable to be good? The Lord  had
hedged him about and given him a full
cup. Satan had found men who were

-very good while prosperity lasted, but’

when the wind turned against them they
turned against God, and he thought Job

would do likewise. But he did not un- .

derstand the pa;rxarch. Affliction _dxd
come. Calamities came down thick and’
fast, enough to try the faith and patience’

of any man. Job’s wife wondered how '
" be could hold out through it all and

still trust in the Lord.. Had not God
turned against him? Was such a God

- worthy of confidence and service? Was

such a life worth having? Was such-a
world worth living in? Why not make
an end?, But Job was not moved from
his. integrity.  He sald, “Shall we re-
ceive good .at the hand of God, and shall
we not receive évil also?” ‘Can we ex-
pect a good and wise God zlwayk to s=2

fiz to do according to our :narrow de-

sires? Who are we that we saould re-
guire the great God to cause the wind
‘always to blow 4n our direction? He has
bestowed good on'us.” ‘Ts it 'fot reasoa-
able to suppose that He will’ fmd occa-
sion to send some thmgs which are not
accordmg to our pleasul'e? What ‘son s

he wnom the fat’ner chasteneth not? God
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“Good, when He gives—supremely good |

Nor less when He denies; . ' . .
E’en crosses, from His: soverelgn hand,
Are blessmgs in dxsgmse ol

Job was ooﬂten’t Paul' was 'co‘ment.
God is wiser th;m we, Tbere is good m

_ pam,. in sorrow, in loss, m trli)ulation,

in calamity.

Nothing can make the .soul oqntent 'n
affliction but religion. Philoaophy may.
harden us, but religion alone can com-
fort us. To know God and hide under
His wings affords infinite consolation.
“In the shadow of Thy wings will I
make my refuge until these calamities b2
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when we attempt to define precisely what
we mean by the term it is not quite easy
to tell. It means more than innocencs,
or not being bad. It is positive and ac-
tive. The good man is virtuous, honest,
trustworthy. Shylock in accepting An-
tonio did not go so far as this, but still
insisted that the man would stand by his
word when he gave bonds for his friend.
“My meaning in saying he is a good
man is to have, you understand me that
he is sufficient. Yet his means are ‘n
supposition,” In the same way we say
“he is good meaning that his credxt s
good. .
The good man is helpful, consnderate
His generosity has much to do with this
merit we confess. He is good-natured,

‘genial, friendly—a man to be liked. St.

Paul distinguished between the righteous

~ man and the good man. The one is usc-

ful, like a telegraph post, the other
graceful and “attractive also, like a tree.
He is 1mpartnal good on all streets anil
all days, in all lands-and worlds.

This is a high c¢haracter, but many
have possessed it, so that it is irrational
to'regard it as out of reach, It may be
difficult of attainment; but we have great
powers which can be set to no higher
use,~—as Reason, Conscience, Will. The

‘New, Testament assurnes that oné can be

good and has no hesitation in requiring
it. . It is complamed that in these nmea,
with theu' temptations and competitions,
At i nearly 1mpossnble to have complete

integrity, and yet win what is called su"

cess, If this be so, 'men who have made
the times ‘and their usages 'should :be

‘willing to ummake them. In any case,
they must assert all their faculties if -
this be necessary, and. compel themselves,

to be right,

It comes back at last to the wxll not
to 'resolution, and mtentnon, but o the
fixéd determined, stubbom will, to which
the whole' being is pledged. 'A man

must be a coward who 'surrenders to evil'

inflmences when he could fight them back.

The man is mightier than his surround-

ings 'if-he wills to bei In this hé has the
divine ;support. “The steps ‘of a: good
man are ordered by the Lord: and He

delighteth in his. way.. Though he fall he.

shall not be uiterly cast down; for Je-

hovah upholdeth him with Hls hand”
1t is said that men ‘enter the world

wnt‘h evil tendencxes They “enter - the

world with na tendencies they cannot re: -

sist. A man’ has fallen very low when
he ‘charges his misdeeds upon his father
and mother. < It is certainly true that

men must be “born again,” but that is
readily accomplished when  they will;.

that they need a Saviour, but the Saviour
i3 wamng for them when they are born;
that they need gmdance and control, but
the H'ofy Spirit is g:ven to them' for tae
asking.  The need is real-and ‘great, but
it is fully met. 'We can have the help

require.” It is even urged ‘upon us,

Whosoever wills it can be made strong. -
Let us believe that we.can be good, .

aud listen to6 no voice which would deny

It may be,a.n effort, possibly a strug-
)e ‘but what is our strength for but, to

: achlpve goodness? We have not yet at-

tained, but we are able to press towaris

the prize, The greeting at the last, the

welcome to those who enter the joy ‘of
the ' Lord, is to those' who are falthful

and good. -
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'No Reasonable Man expects to cure a .

neglected cold in a day. But time and Al-
len’s Lung Balsam wil] overcome the colq
and stave off consumption, Cough will
cease and lungs be sound as a new doi-
lar,
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'ﬁle 3003 man is well esteemd ‘but
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uot dlsagreeable ev |
home. They look upon their relfgion as
they do on their Sunday clothes, not o
be worn except in company. N

If one of them happens to a’ wife,
her husband is very unflﬁfirab bgess-
ed with her religion; in fact, he fads* ‘0
see in her the Spirit dighp ;ﬂ,- She
is querulous{ -and sel :enhﬂ oﬁhﬁq
or the servants in a pleasant tone nf
voice; and, often, when he asks. her a
question, she will not answer, He can-
not say anything to her wuhout w
ing a curt, irritating reply that stlrs uﬁ
anger; but,.if the pastor or some othir
visitor comes in, her tone is sWeeter than
honey.

If the husband be the dtmable’
Christian, then the wife is. the: Viewn of
his unfortunate disposition.. He il ctoss, ‘
petulant, and pouting; and es. .
:peak to her for a wee.c at a.

The upas never sheds more deadd
ence upon the body than de snch
tians upon the soul; and yet,f“‘
upas, they are unconscieus of tt
ence. Those who profess Chrf,
above all things, cultivate h*lS‘
is the only way in which' they
mend his religion to others. 1
to say, “Cultivate his spirit;"” bat &
ber, *This kind goeth not out
prayer and fasting.”—Chris. ﬂb
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A Merry Heant Goes Al the Y.~

But one cannot have .a merry -
h= has a pain in his back or a.c
a rackmg cougi, To be. merry.
be well and free. from aches &
Dr. Thomas' Eclectric Oil wi

all pains, muscular or- utheﬂy
the treatment of colds and ¢e

erect,

“By Medscmc L4f¢ May be Prolonged
—So_wrote Shakespute { - thy
hundred years ago. It is sd 1
icine will prolong hfe, but be )

" qualities of the medicini: L!fe_ u '

internally will cure-;,‘cougna f,
eradicate asthma, overcome.
give strength to the tespx'
vae 1t a mal
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Scald hmﬂ is a dxs

ate disease, unfortumtely
children. ' The proper treatment it
perfect cleanlmess and’ a zé {

softened. Mothers win 56 '
this. :

- ﬁL T
: It takes a goodmto‘e{ along with
those who are ¥ dtmrmbk w he

himself.

~ <The weak and detwm ;] e
strong and robust. - We are told that'
“Th D &L”E lsion 1 l’

flesh and that it does mot dis

gestion, Why not ask- m
about lt? b ;
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