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oh THE. CjE. TOPIC Feb. 7. 
: BY AMOS R. WELLS. 

1 CHRIST FOR THE “WORLD AND FOR ME 

John 3: 14-21. 

Christ made the world. He loves it 

as a world, a beautiful, glorious spe:i- 
bie ~men of creative skill. - Somewhat as 
. ~~ Edison’ must love the phonograph, or 

Bell the telephotte, with such a love, 
“infinitely ennobled, must Christ love the 
teeming earth. How the poets love it, 
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the Christ, who understands it utterly! 

Yes, and Christ loves the world of 
men, whole tribes and nations and races 

of men. He implanted in each race its 
peculiar excellency, he has a work for 

“ each nation to do. From the lowest 

ay Bushmen to the proudest Caucasians, 

he exults in them, broods over them, 
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b : longs for them. : 

ef No heather religion pictures Ged 

4 thus. Sometimes the heathen gods are 

i represented as loving, usually in low 

and sensual ways, separate men and 
women, but never mankind. - They 
show favor to nations sometimes, but 
they never love the whole world. 

The love of our God for the world 
-I' was more than the affection that takes 

pleasure in the world; it was the pas- 

Le "sion that offered itselfup for the world, 

of “God so loved * * * that he gave.” 
HE The motto that Spurgeon always wrote 

in autograph albums—and the verse 

r was also inscribed on his tombstone, is 

i | “E’er since by faith 1 saw the stream : 

Thy flowing wounds supply, 
2 Redeeming love has been my theme, 

And shall be till 1 die. 
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“While we were enemies,” that is 
the marvel of it— Christ died for us.” 

- God loved the world, and to the utter- 

most, not when it was lovable," obedi- 

ent and righteous, but when it was 
filthy and ugly, raging against him and 

against all good. 
| ove, No return for God’s love of the world 

; has ever been made that is worth 
4, mentioning. No return that is at all 

ns adequate will ever be made until all the 

WE ~ world unites in a passionate love of 

5 ed God. If even a single soul is lacking 

“+ from this chorus of praise, it will be so 
©" much less than the scope of God's love 
'.  » which is returned. Labor for this one 
end, the world-wide return of God's 

{BR world-wide Jove, is the one object of 

“the Christian church, 
~ But Christ could not be “for 
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‘and of me. 

Mrs. G. M. Nelson, Pubnico Head ; 

and all wise men, and how much more 

than last, 

. specific sins, 

world” without’ being “for han Not" 
for me as a part of the world, merged 
and lost in its immensity, but for me 

in myself, just my own character and 
life, with all its peculiar ties, faults and 

sins. 
"The passage we are studying, with’ 

all its wide thought of mankind, passes 

constantly from “the world” to “ye” 

Our Saviour, in his acts and words, 

dealt constantly with personalities and 
little with generalities. He was “for 
the world,” ce ds he was for indivi- 

dual men. 

The return of this love is possible; 

it is entirely within the reach of you 
As you and I love him 

back, with all our heart, mind, strength 
—s0, and only so, will the great world 
come in time to love him back. 
Therefore the key to our subject this 

week is in Christina G. Rossetti’s peat 
‘tiful little poem: 

Because Thy love ah “sought me, 
All mine is Thine, and Thine is mine; 

Because Thy blood hath bought me, 
I will nét be mine own, but Thine. 

I lift my heart to Thy heart— 
Thy heart, sole resting place for mine; 

Shall not Thy heart crave for my heart, 
And shall not mine crave back fer 

Thine? 

EY 
FREDERICT ON SOCIETY. 

Dear Christian Endeavorers, ar On 

behalf of the Fredericton Society, 
send to you greetings for 1904. May 

all have a bright and happy year; bright 

and sparkling with new ideas, new: 
ambitions and - enterprises, and happy - 
in that we will have done something {pha workshop 

for somebody that is worth “while. 

This is the timé for new resolutions 

and desires, but desires are only dreams 

until they awaken and become resolu- 
tions; so resolutions are only waking 
dreams unless they become something 

real and definite. 
Our sins are positive and clear-cut, 

and there must be nothing indefinite 
about the resolutions to usurp them. 

If we wish to make this year better 
we must begin to attack 
Say, for example, This 

day, with God’s help, 1 will tame my 
temper; or, to-morrow 1 will spend fif- 
teen minutes in prayer; or, when 

spend next Saturday with my friend 
who loves to gossip, no unkind thought 

will be put into words. So we can 
corner ourselves by making specific. en- 
gagements. 
Now, if we.have not perseverance. 

these good purposes will fall to ie 
ground. What if I do get out «f 
temper to-day, I will try to curb it 
again to-morrow. If Satin met me 
with a plausible excuse while on my 
way to pray, I will avoid him to-m -- 
row. If I said something I should have 
"kept to myself, I will try to be more . 
careful. We will never get up by stay- 
ing down. Resolutions have got to be 
constant and self-repeating to meet the 
discouragement of failures, and which 
will enable ms in turn to prevent fail- 
ures. Frequent reiteration of an act 
creates a habit, and as habits are lik: 
letters cut in the bark of a tree, grov- 

ing and widening with age, so with the 
formation of good habits, our chara:- 
ters will grow and widen. May we form 
habits that” will be as a necklace of 

‘pearls, and be careful not te untie the 

knot lest the whole unthrezds. 

Sincerely yours, 
SECRETARY. 

Fredericton, Jan, 13, 1904. 

HAVE YOU? 

A flower committee which, sees that’ 

flowers are placed in the Sabbath schol 

and church on the Sabbath and sent 10 

the sick? 

A good league choir, which prepares 

new music for the devotional meeting? 

A hand-shaking committee, which 

"never permits a stranger to come and go 

from your church without being shaken 

by the hand? 

- A helping committee to assist 

pastor in all his work? 

A number of young people in your 

chapter studying the Sabbath -school 

lesson every week, and thus ready to 

teach the Sabbath school lesson? 
The church directory, with time of 

church services, in hotels, barber shops, 

depots? 

Such enthusiasm 

the 

for the church, 

chapter, and other Christian work that 

you are ready for any kind of work?— 

Rev. Robert Stephens. 

oR 
‘BE A CHRISTIAN WHERE YOU ARE. 

Man is saying: “ Certainly I could be 

“a Christian if I could get out of this 

position; if T could get out of this busi- 

ness, this particular situation in which | 

I am engaged, where there are ungodly 

men round about me. If.I only lived 

in your homie instead of mine, I could 

be a Cliristiap. My sucecndings are 

against me.’ 

If you cannot be a Christian where 

you are, you cannot be a Christian any- 

where. God is no more in my home | 

than -in thine. 

“It is so easy to be a Christian whi'® 

we are in the sanctuary, and the very 

breath of eternity is upon us and Jon 
is at hand. To-morrow in the city, i 

in the office, on 

mart, it is very hard.” 

God is no more in the sanctuary than 

he is in your shop, or your office, or 
the mart; and it is no more difficult to 
pray when ungodly men are thronging 

around you than it is to pray here. 

he 

So long as you are longing for free- 
dom in your present surroundings to be 
a ‘Christian, you will never find the de- 
liverance you seek. —Rev. G. Ci ompoel 

M organ. 

HER BLESSINGS. 
‘When a man begins to count Nils 

‘blessings he can generally find plenty 
to be thankful for, although sometimes. 
he may include things which might not 
‘be regarded “by other peg as alto- 

© gether ‘joyous. 

‘m- thinking about the ‘wandeitel 

| dae, the world has made, ‘and how 
much we've got to be thankful for,” 
said Mrs. Matthews, rocking in her 

old stuffed chair, with a pair of knit- 
ting-needles in her hands and a placid 
smile on her face. 

“It is wonderful,” admitted her niece. 
: “Seems as if everything turned to good. 
There's lightning now; if it hadn’t been 

for that I never should have had those 
fine rods on the house and barn that 
make me feel so safe in a thunder-storm. 
And there's smallpox; if it hadn’t been 

for that we should never have known 
‘the blessings of vaccination; and if 
there hadn’t been near-sighted folks no- 
body would have thought to invert 
magnifying-glasses and specs. 1 de- 

clare, there's a sight of things to be 
thankful for!” 

Se I Ee 
The Evils of Constipation Are 

Well known and the next 
a religble cure. ‘Mrs. W. Kddies, of ton ad 

, says: br Banihon's i just 
the the thing "The ht to Ar o pod gr 
use only” Dr Ng Ay Tp s Pills.” Frice 206c. ber 
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