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- JEditorial.

—What man needs, said Charles
Kingsley, is not to possess a religion,
 but a religion that possesses him.

4 , %
5 —Every' member of .a church has in
7’ L, his keeping the good name of the church.

Would that every member realized the '
sacredness of the trust, and carefully
A guarded it.

R .
—Do you pray for your pastor? You

vk'ought to. He expects you to do so; he
needs you to do so. He will be a bet-
ter pastor—better able to help you, if
you do. And you will be a ietter help-
er of your pastor and of the work of the
church generally.
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o --The newly . appointed Anglican

Bishop of Auckland, New Zealand, has

forbidden his clergy to take part in the

union services. But, in spite of his

prohibition, the spirit -of ¢hurch union

is very much to the front in New Zea-
land, and is sure to increase.
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—Every citizen is under obligation to
do his part towards promoting the wel-
fare of the country. In proportion as -

~each man has a clear sense of ‘moral

obligation, and i5 true to it, will right-
eousness more preva:l in the conduct of
public aﬁanrs.
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—It is stated that more than eighty
per cent. of all who join the churches
come from the Sunday schools. Vhat
cncouragement for the faithful Sunday
school teachers. Their faith and patience
are often severely tried, but they may
be confident that their “labor is not in
wvain in the Lord.” f
. —Christianity does not ask any man
.~ to strip his life of everything, and make
SRS R LTI bare and poor and dark. Instead, it

| urges him to make his life rich in every
SR A »worthy way possible to hing—in strength
' 7 and health'of body and mind, in influ-
ence and. fﬂendshlps Whatever talents
he has he is asked to make themost of.

And all he is he'is to use nnselﬁshly—- '

for his fellows, and so for God.
,‘. _ ¥

—The Baptist and Free Baptist min-
isters of St. John have a plan of month-
ly exchanges—a very excellent thing for
them and their congregations, and,
doubtless, promotive of better acquaint-
ance and, therefore, a better and
stronger Christian fellowship. “How
good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity”—the unity of
the Spirit, and to heartily co-operate for
the up-building of the interests entrusted

to them, and so extend the Kingdom of
Christ, :

=

—The Mecthodist Protestant says what
many well-meaning persons need to
think about: When a church member
introduces into his home a so-called re-
hgnops paper, of the non-denominational
Sort, and thereby drives out the author-
ized publicatiol. of his-own church, he

‘is doing damage to the pastor, to the

local church, and to the denomination
that will overbalance all he 200d he can
do in any other line of church work. If
you are a loyal member of your denom-
ination, and heartily desire to make it
a succeéssful agency to extend the King-

dom of Christ, you will take your own <affords an earnest, warm-

church paper first, and persuade others
to do so.

o
—A Congregational pastor, Dr. Cad-

-man, of Brooklyn, is a great believer in

the "old-fashioned pastoral visiting, and
pleads for a return to it. Speaking of

~his own experience, he says that five

hundred members added to his. church
in two and a half years are the result
chiefly of pastoral visitation from house
to house, and of constant preaching on
the very essence of the Gospel.  The
Brooklyn Eagle summarizes the answers

- of a symposium to its question, “How

can ministers reach men?” in this con-

densed form: “By personal contact. By
“being a living example of their preach-

ing. By being men thcmselves. By a
wise, forceful and attractive presenta-
tion of the old Gospel,” The Gospel is
equal to any modern .demandg&pon it,
but it requires free and hearty interpre-
tation in the lives of those professmg to
believe it, »

o

—“Hell is both sides of the tomb,”
says Dr. Parkhurst. And he might have
added with equal truth, says the
Christian-Evangelist; that heaven, also,
is both sides of the tomb. “Both have
their beginnings here on earth, and only
their ‘culminations beyond. He must be

- exceedingly incredulous who can witness

the awful ravages which sin is working
here in the world, and doubt that its
consequences extend to the life beyond.
But he is equally incredulous who can-
not see in many of the beautiful charac-
ters here on earth the fore-gleaming of
that heaven of “the spirits of just men
made perfect,” of which the Bible speaks,
“He that hath the Son hath life.” It
only remains for such an one to give
free course to that life, that it may find
development through service and prayer
and study, until its possessor is con-
formed to the image of Christ. This is
the end of all our earthly discipline,
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“ Father’s house.

- pel does not tire,

PREACHING CHRIST.

A minister of years and experience, in

a charge to a yqung pastor; urged him
to preach Christ and not to parade in
the pulpit the -scientific and philosophical
themes for- which too many preachers
in these days seem to have a fondness.
These things get abundant treatment in
the papers and magaziues and reviews,

and there is no reason why the preacher

should serve them up to souls hungering
for spiritual food.

The pre-éminent element in preaching
should be spiritual. It is not the intel-
lect of a man that needs to be stimulat-
ed at the Sunday services, it is his spir-
itual nature that needs quickening. He
will get good out of the service of the
sanctuary as that service leads him into
the mount of communion with God, and
as Jesus is transfigured before him. He
is soul hungry and soul thirsty. Scien-
tific discussions are chaff and husks to
such hunger and thirst. The hungry
man~wants bread, and Christ is that
bread. Surely he should find it in his
The thirsty man wants
water, - Surely in his Father’s house he
should be directed to the wells of sal-
vation, and get the living water. All his
need is summed up in a word, and that

‘word a name, and that name Christ.

The acceptable ministry is that which
hearted pre-

“sentation of the living truths which

centre in Christ Jesus, and these include
the whole Bible. There is nothing that
can take the place of such a ministry.
There is no monotony in the Gospel, no
staleness about God’s Word. The Gos-
Inhumerable are the
changes that may be rung upon the
Gospel bells. In them is the: harmony

—of heaven. And men’s hearts need these

harmonies that they may not be over-

‘whelmed with the world’s distractions,

In the present time men are not de-
manding great sermons, deep serfhons,
extraordinary rhetorical efforts. They
are asking for a clear, terse, . practical

presentation of God’s Word as it bears -

upon everyday life. ~ Only by such
- preaching can men be
strengthened for the stern and trying
duties of the strenuous life they have

to live.

Such preaching does not require less
careful preparation than that which
abounds in scientific speculation. It may
mean less ransacking the philosophy of
the books, and more deep searching into
the) philosophy ‘of the Book of Books.
Simple preaching is by no means careless

preaching. To present the vital truths

of the divine Word with fervour, with
force, with freshness, is no mean attain-
ment and cannot be done without great
labor and much prayer. -
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—An interesting incident is told in
Ziow's Herald in connection with the es-

tablishment of a Chinese Bible Class by

Rev. Dr. Bates, of East Boston Bethel.
“Two years ago, Dr. Bates, on entering

his church one Sunday morning found.

a Chinaman just outside the door.
this God’s house ?’ the man asked.’

‘Is
“Yes,’

replied Dr. Bates. ‘Are you God’s\ man?’
“Yes,’ answered

he furthcr mduxred
Dr. Bates. ‘May I come? ‘Yes." “When ¥
‘Now,” said the Doctor. He went off
and returned ‘with ten others, and the
little Chinese Sunday school has been a

" puccess since that day.”
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