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THE C. E. TOPIC—Jan. 17.
BY AMOS R, WELLS,

MAay 1 OVErRcOME MY"l‘EMPTA—
TlONS?

How

1:Cor. 10:%2 13; Heb 4 14-16

Certainly it is no -dlsgrace to : be
tempted, since our Lord ° was tempted.
‘Temptations the most foul beset

B. Meyer says, “When you live nearest

- to God, you will be most tempted of the
devil.© Some men think they are most
holy because they are not tempted. I
should’ not believe in your holiness if
you were not tempted.”
desert, but the rich and frultful lands,
that the enemy tries to congquer. _

Many temptations are simply God
~ testing  us.

is like your testing of a coin. You ring

it on the table, you bite it or file it, or

.put a drop of acid on it. You do not
want to destroy it. You would be sorry
to find the coin spurious; you would be
so, much the poorer. So with God in
these testing times; he does not want to
destroy us, but to saveius.

.‘"lemptattons are a file,” says Fene-
loﬁ,
They are much more than
that, when nghtly used: they are iron
to the blood and steel to the backbonc

All this is true, however,
God’s testings and not of the devil’s

temptings. Phxlhps Brooks ~wisely
warns us that * only those temptations
which we encounter in the path of

duty, in the path of consecration, only

those our Lord promised we should con-

quer. _If you zre in temptation for

temptation’s sake, for no other purpose

beyond it, you are lost.”

- When God sends” temptations, he wxll
“with the temptation also make a way

to_escape. The way to escape is along

\the line of the temptation, but in the
opposite direction.,  That is, as Mr.
Meyer says, “if you are tempted to im-
patience, claim patience; if tempted to
weakness, claim strength,” Extract from
your temptation its opposite grace,

But some temptations are like the
pattings on the neck with whnch the
butcher lures the witless ox to his de-
struction,  There is only one thing to
do with regard to them, and that is to
run away.

' Such temptations are of the evil one,
We are to regard them as the little girl
did, who stole the peach. Soon the child
was secn to come pattering back - and

. replace the peach, while she exclaimed

‘Miss ~ Gertrude - Hartley,‘

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. "
McNintch, Chegocgln. Yar-

~our societies (or of our churches,.

e
very best of men. Indeed, as Rev. ;F. 9

It is not the

As some one has said, it

‘ which rub off ‘the rust of self-
- conﬁdencc.

~only of

had lost his all.
ever, a hundred dollar bill in his pocket,”

and was about to’ stake it in one piay-

when he noticed the greedy 10& of the -

dealer fixed upon it. At once he twist-
ed the bill, thrust it into the gas jet,
and watched it burn,

The poor fellow could no longer trust
himself with money, and he had not
learned to put his trust in ﬁé One who
was tempted like as we are, yet without

In his strength, he could have

kept his hundred dollars, and walked-

home a free man.-

‘ Now if it be our purpose ,
To walk where Christ has led,
To follow in his footsteps
With ever. careful tread,
O let this be our watchword,
A watchword pure and true,
To ask in each temptation,
“What would Jesus do?”

L
KNOWLEDGE IN DOCTRINE.

What does the average number of
for

that matter,) know regarding the prin-

cipal doctrines as accepted by the whole'
Catholic Church? No doctrmal teach- -

ing means in every case, under ordm-
ary conditions, a boncless back.

“How large a percentage of our mem- '

~bers are able to write out a clear, con-

cise intelligent definition of any of the
articles of the Apostle’s Creed? What
kind of a definition would be generally
given of such doctrines - ‘as repentance,
regeneration, justtﬁcauoa, faith, par-
don, sanctification, oonsectatlon, _etc.?

How many of our members are able to -

defend such essential Truths
Lord’s biety, inspiration of

as our
the Bible,

‘atonement, the work of the Holy Spirit,

etc.?” Weak doctrinal knowledge usual-
ly means a weak spiritual life.

How many of our members possess
a healthy, well-defined, strong, intelli-
gent, workable ideal of Christian life,
to attain which they are earnestly
agoni7ing7’ Of course such expressions

s “1 wish to be like Jesus,” “I am
trymg to follow Christ,” * My prayer
is, Nearer my God to Thee,” etc., . are

common, far too common, when we ask, :

what _do

: such _ expressions mean in
actial life?

What progress is bcmg

made by those who have used sugh ex-.
What pow--

pressions for many years?
ers do these desires have* upon daily
life? Tens of thousands are living, -

month after month, year after year, with

no perceptible advancement in spiritual
life. One reason for this being no clear-
cut, definite, wholesome ideal to fol-
low. -

WHAT SHOULD MNE.

If these things are as briefly outhned
(and the writer knows this is too gen-
erally the case) the remedy is’ in our
hands, as members of the young peo-
ple’s organization. Something ought to
be done in all our societies to teach
Catholic doctrine, Christian ideals, how

' to do personal work, how to understand

and to use the tBtble, how to defend our
faith in its essentials, how to become
strong in the Lord and in the power of

his mighf, how to make ourselves effi-'

cient in the service of our glorious and
ever blessed Lord— E. G, Wesley,

Free Baptist Banner,
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man who gambled untxl he thoughth'é e 185G a::”
He, dtscOVereﬂ, how- : '

peol)le’s’\/socnety ‘has to answer. In ad-
- dition to the weekly prayer-meeting,
many of- these societies have a reading
circle, tcgular social gatherings, a Bible |
class, and similar interésts. Shall these
“be maintained throughout the weeks
‘when the church is called to special con-
secration for a special work? Or, shall
they be discontinued for the time betng?

Many will say, “A properly conduct-
ed social is not antagonistic to the very
highest Christian. development.” Others,
“The readmg of good literature is a*"
necessary part of our training.” While
some will plead for the Bible class,
“holding that increased and careful study
of the Bible among young Chnsﬁans
is one of the. ‘most: encouragmg signs of
~ the times, But when all has beef said,
the fact remains that our xtrength and
leisure are necessarily limited. We can-
not do_half a.dozen things at once, no
‘matter how earnest and energetic - ‘we
‘may be. We should never accomplish
anything if we did not choose between |.
conflicting interests and devote ourselves .
to the ‘one which seem$ most worthy

- The broademng out of the society
- work " is commendable The enlarging
“of its interests provides 'scope for the
varied talents of the different workers
and helps to develop symmetncally all,

who come under its influence.  But
when' the - church sets,apért a special
time for .a special work, and summons 1
her sons and daughteres to her aid, it
is not~ fitting that the young people’
should be too wrapped up in.their own
interests to répotd. “Let everything of
less -importatice be set aside while z1}
the strength and enthusiasm of the so-
ciety rallies: to support the hosts of
Christ in their charge agamst evil, —
Young Peoples Weekly,
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Hcmor the dear old mother and make
your love plam to her. ‘Doubtless she
is the objeet -of much tender love and
holy reverence. But have you mamfest-
ed your - aﬂ'ectxons as plainly as you
should? You feel a worthy pride in her
long and useful career.. But to her own
retrospect, - life’s hnatory is largely a
record of failure; of efforts defeated
and ant:cxpatms, unﬁlled. ‘She needs
encouragement. Let her Tear the praise
that you- feel she deserves, It ‘will not
make her vain, but may give her needed

comfort. Let -her .have all the help® of-' ,'

all sorts that love can bring her.

A lady who Spent some time among |

the peasants of the Tyrol, wrttes the fol-
lowing:'

*“Fhe morning after our arrwal we
were awakened by the sound of a violin
and flutes under the window, and hurry-
ing down found the little house adorned
as for a ’fcast——garlands over the doors
.md wreathmg a high chair which was
set in state.  The table was already
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covered with gifts, brought by the young

people whose music we had heard. -The |.

-whole neighborhood was kinsfolk, and
these gifts came from uncles and cous-
ins in ewery far-off degree,
_very simple, for the donors are poor--“
knittqd gloves; a shawl, baskets of

=3

ers, jars of fruits, loaves of bread ; 'but."

upon all some little message of love was
pinned. -*Is there a bride in the house
I asked of my landlord, ‘O, e’ he
~said. ‘We do not make such a
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criticise him.



