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WAYS OF Cousix:unxc (OQURSELVES . TO
- QOur Counmv.

Rom; 13 1-7, I Peter 2: 13-:7;. L3

The com in consecratxon means
wholly. When we cousgcntc omstlvés
to our country we become wholly hers,lv
our boches, minds, and hearts, our time,
money, ambitions, all at her service.

Qog this. conflict with the. claims, of
relﬁimﬁ with': Christ’s rquurm thi
we serve fhe Lord with all our strength
and mind and heart? Not in the least,

for our nation is God’s. It is iqade up'

of God’s children. In eonseemtmg onr-'
selv q to its service we are going far

towaﬂ

two inclusive. commandments, “Thou

shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”

- We shall never reach the heart ° of .

true pamonsm tnless we cease to think -

of om"cbuﬂtry in personal terms, and
begin to identlfy it with mensand women.
The dear ones”in your ‘house, your
nelghbof wrth a sick child, your grocer
whose bill you ‘owe, yonder cabman out

n the ot sun, ithese are. your country.

Tﬁe street in fmnt of your house, the
chdke&-up gutter yonder, the new town

e hall these ‘also are your country. Carry
' thereviewwtwardoverumnyleagues
as your country extends, but never for- -
_get that your country begms at home.

Now how can we consecrate ourselves
—wholly  devote ourselves—to . this liv-
Jestlc coun-

First, our bodles Every drunkzrd 1s

i a traitor, p\qnng false to his country,

it of the manhood, the

defrauding
a right to expect from him. And in

lesser or greater degree ‘everyone who .

weakens his body is injuring his country.
Firm muscles, steady nerves, good :sleep
and digestion, a leng, health-filled life,
these are notable parts of patriotism, as
such citizens as Gladstone of England
3{ Amernea abundantly
illustrate.

‘Second, our mmds. Theére are many

" things the patriot should know : the his-

tory of his country, - the chu'acter of

. officials and candidates, the forms - of
. government, the ways of parties,” the

laws, the nxhts of cntnzens, relations to

: _other ];nds Patrnotlsm without know-

ledge is like a' banner thhout a staff, a°

«ﬂabby, ﬂuppmt thmg, carned off on any

m, Mi Th :
ont jss Theora : Living, shall forfeit high renown,

k. And, doubly dying, shall go down ‘
" To the vile dust, from whence he sprung,-
‘,Unwept, unhonored, and unsUNg.

T :

opeying. ithe ‘sedond aql;(]\ilitbn §

THE RELIGIOUS

\ ‘.enough we must know with God. W:th-

‘otf a consciénce, the stronger your body.

and.the fuller your mind; the wogse for
jbu atﬂ iﬁ%ur oountry.ﬁ&sb}e&ey‘when
you Jatm;«a

&n is é‘tlfi will’ %

3 to vote ﬁgamst him, though he belong.--

to your own party. Conscience  will
spur your courage to protest against in-
iquity.. Conscience will lead you to
stand alone, if need be, on God’s side.
Poor Phrhp Nolan, in Hale’s power-’
ful story, is not the only “ Man without
a country.” One®may_be such a man:
without being condemned, as Nolan. was,‘

to a life at sea, with no hint of native® .comrm“ttee work. Our

land. The unfaithful citizen is a man

without a country; who is wrapped up7

in his own selfish interests and is heed-
less of the sorrows and joys of mankind..
As Scott painted him in that famous
portrait :

The wretch conceutra.ted all in self

Rﬂﬂ'
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v e first Wednesday evenmg in May
our society elected the following officers

for the ensuing year; President; Mamie
Beckett; vice-presidents, Ray’ M. Vallis

‘and G. Edwin Inch; secretary, Maggie

E. Vallis; treasurer, Lena Short; cor-

responding secretary, Zella H. E. Harrr-',

S07.
On the evemng of the 24th we hetd
a -social at thc hdlne of

year, but 1 hope we will:soon be able 1o
send to the treasurer' an amount .equal
10 our last piedge. Con. SEC.

P Y
WHY. SHE CHANGED HER MIND, .

1 was standing one night at the close
of our Young People’s meeting near the
president of our society when T noticed

-a young girl (one of our ‘active mem- -

bers) step up to him, and, lwmg her
hand in his arm, said, “ Mr. Grant, I see
by ‘the blackboard’ that 1 am appointed
leader of our next meeting. I .am very

sorry, but I cannot, nor w:ll not. lead_

“a-meeting.”

“Why, Jennie,” said he o what is the
‘season you cannot?”

“ Because, Mr. Grant, I am wtﬁmg to
do anything else; but T haven’t the’ cour-
age for that. I know I couldn’t’ sdy a

word when I got up there in front of
everybody, or my voice would t:emble.

so_that no one could understmd me.

The pres:deut, taking a topxc card

from his pocket, asked hef ifyshe had
read the first part of her pledge. -
“Yes,” she’ said, “1 know. it says,

‘Trustmg in the Lord for stmgth. I
strive ta do-

promise him that I will
whatever he would like to have me do,
but I don’t think he calls me to lead
that meeting, and I won’t,” ‘md she

walked down the aisle. : .

Issaw the presndent look at the nladce

in his hand in a way that seemed*to say,
“Lord, teach her.thy will,”

‘The next Friday night I walked into

church expecting to see the. preadem in
the chair as leader, but i :magme my sur-’
prise when 1 beheld Jennie Earl sitting

there herself as calm and serene as if
she had never heard of such things as
unpleasant duties,

She operied the meeting by a hymo— -

; the words of ‘which were:

I do not ask to choose my path,

. ‘,’, & Lord, lead me in thy way;

Inspire each thought and prompt each
~_word,
And make me a blessing to-day.

eacon ~
'Mm:hum 8 G
We made no phdge at League last.

m'mx.uoaucm o

How much those ‘words. meant to hec
that mght it is hard to tell, but I know
that God did bless her -effort, . for -1 be-
lieve the meeting was a blessing to every
one there. You ask me was it because
she proved to™ be a brilliant speaker?
no more so than many of our other
members.

But God’is always pleased when we
decide to do our duty, and he is going
to- show his approval by blessing our
-work. :
Several months afterwards Miss Earl
' called at my home to talk over some
conversation

drifted along until we began to talk
about how difficult it was to obtain lead-
~ ers. for our ‘meetings. Then I said,

“ Jennie, L have often wondered how
“you came to lead your first meeting, I

overheard your conversation with Mr.

Grant, and I was surprised to see you
- in the chair when the time came.”

“I haven’t a doubt but what you

“were,” shé said with a smile, “and I

-will tell you how: it came about.”

% All the week preceding that meeting

I was determined to_ keep. my word not
to lead, although my conscience said

- plainly that’it was my duty td do so.

‘When Friday came 1 was still of' the
same mind, and my father, having asked
me to drive eight or ten miles out of
town to settle some business for him,
as he was unable to go, I went. It was
Jnst at: that time in early spring when

yot1 are obliged to use a wagon; yet half '

¢ of the way you wish it was a sleigh.

1“1 got along pretty well for about six
mlles, when all at once my horse stopped
still in the road, and no wonder, for
‘there stretching across the entire road

was what looked to be a washout in the

elrth 1t looked to my eyes to be four
* or five feet deep. Oh, I thought if it
had only . been anywhere else but just

here where there is no chance to turn.
out, or not a horse in“sight if anything.

should happen. What was 1 to do? ‘1
knew I must go on in some way, S0
with a prayer to God to keep me from
“in way, I never knew how, I got
across safely; but 1 knew that I must
start for home sooner than I had intend-

ed, for although 1 had to get atrossv

safely in the light, it wou}d be an im-
possibility in the dark. I arrived at

Mr. Brown’s (the gentlemen I went to

see) about eleven o'clock.” We had
dinner; and then we settled our busimess,

and 1 started for home at five o’clock |

1 confess, with many nusgwmgs, but ¢
you imagine my. Surprise when T react d

road lying before me as smooth as any
of it was.

“You ask what had‘ﬁappened Well,
s:mply the sun had been at work for five
or six hours. It had melted the snow
and crust all’, away;.and what had look-
ed to ‘be solid earth, had’ only. been
frozen snow ind mud.

“T stopped the horse and sat looking
at it, and the thought came to me—how

many ‘places in our lives are like that.

We stop before some task or trial which .
to our dimmed sight looks to be too
" great for our strength, and we cry, Oh,v

I never can do it, I never can bearit,

when if we would but go forth, trusting

God for strength, determiried to over-
come everythmg for his sake, we would
find that when we had reached the place
or thing we had dreaded, it was not as

had disappeared  altogether.
smoothed it all away.
“Then the question came to me, Jen-
nie Earl, isn’t that just what you hawe
been doing; refusing to trust in God for
strength to do your duty? and I resolyed
there and then, that if I got hom in
time, I would lead the meeting, -

God had

harm, I urged my horse to go on, and

that dreadful place to find it gone—the

difficult as we had expected, or else it

1 Jgonllmg life shows that ﬁc creed has
e el o TR - g ot

- ¥

Anythmg the matter: with
your eyes? Can’t see: as.
well as you used. {f oo,,b

llﬂ!ls sfm

and get your eyes tested. -
Won’t cost you anythmg e?
tq find" out. No charge P

for consultatrbn.

FIRST CLASS LINE OF °

SPECTACLEss
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did. 1 had no preparatlon, excepm a

prayer that God would bless the meets '

/ing. But do you know that thﬁmds

“just seemed to come right to you when

you once get started?” . _:,» By
I said “yes, I heard a yqung m! make.

that same remark Just a few..nf ;-j.j

managed n 55
I write this mc:dent hopmg lﬁ: N :
encourage some young ‘member ii
asked for the nrst time to.lead
meeting to say “ Yes,: trastmg T S

for strength, I will” And rest aumnt
you will be the ‘stronger and hﬂpm for
the consciousness of duty done :

LR
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 THE POWEI OF. m m

Observe an engineer as he p’km ":'“l vd
builds his bridge. . His entire Wkiﬂ‘
belief is there Hns theones of s@ﬁc&

currents and wmd-pressures, abom Ve
ages, about the 'properties of the
and of its thrust on butteresoes"‘ !!fé :
views on the relation of beauty to tility,
| are all there He has bmlt them

bmldxng No brxdse would ever mt ‘
to anythimg simply slung together. et

iron bﬂdge became poasible ' A
proportion to  the thorou

one. And that which
value of the engineer’s creed fqt bris
building is the sort of bridge ~wh

| has taken shape according to his creed

' Every life must be according ‘to the -
organizing thought behind it—shabby, if
that be mean; noble, if that be mlﬂﬂ
true. But that which tests the sort of
the organizing thought is the Mﬁ;ﬁ‘e

{ which gets conformed to it.  The

splendor of confession of a creéd ;m

never be excuse for an ignoble ﬁﬁa Tllv

s A;rf‘u-

was | because the thctlxht—bﬂdge m at

Is it not precisely thus ~with Jife? =~
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