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THE BIRTHDAY PRESENT.

It 'was.a profound surprise,

“One;,” wsdid Bessie, “that mamma
Musti't éven suspect. We mustnt drop
a hint, not the Ileastest bit of a one.
Mamtia’d guess it in no time, if we did.”

“Lét’s pledge ourselves to warfare
lagdinst the orle who gives her a single
dlew,” suggestéd Harold.

When the four came back from the
hall, whete they had ‘“takén tHe oath,”

~ they centinued their diseussion  with a

remarkably serious air,

“What  must ‘we give, something mce,
nicer’'n anything she got last year?” sdid
Hardld;, breaking the silence,

“Let's see,” pondered Bessie, slowly,
her “thinking cap” making itself evidentt
in’the tiny “comsidering puckers” on her
forehead. “Her birthday’s on Wednes-
d'ay, and it's Monday mow. We've no

time to- lose.” /

“Let’s s get what she’d rather ha an
anything -else, let’s !” e
It’ was - the first tinte-'Carl had spoken
since the “secret meeting” had convenied.
“THat’s what weé’re goufg to,” replied
Harold, “why we're thiniking so long.”
And it did seeth long; for Patold was.
éxpectang ‘atty moment to .hear Willy
ergumnns “call whistle” at the gate,
which’ meéant one little: Holman ‘less to
discuss the question of the: birthday gift.
“She had a watch last year from
Switzedland,” said Qdrl, ‘ruefully; for
thadi’t he seen the stock of fine ones at
Freeman's “better’n they make in Switz-
erland1” :

“And a chafing-dish’ added Bessie,

counting on her ﬁngcrs, “and a chair and
a desk and a

“We can’t get any of these” It was
Hanold turn-to think. “Besides, they'd

“We'd never

thought of - that” ex-

—ohaimed Bessie, in disinay, ‘“Gbout the

o€y ! I don’t believe we can get—I
haveéni't a cent!”

“Nor 1"

Ray “fished” into the pockets of his

- trousens,—his-first ones,—and drew from

their—to him-—magical depths only a
jack-knife handle, - -

“Then we can’t—~

“But we must,’ Harold!” said Bessie,
with all the émphasis she oould ocom-
mand.

“We must! Mamma’d feel so disap-
pointed with nothing, now we’ve planned
s0 much!”

“And we wanted it .better'm auyt‘hmg
she’d ever had” And Rny looked to
Carl. -

“And it can be-uff you agx‘ee!” Carl
went’ito ‘the lower drawer of the book-
case'arid fook ot his box of “Tom

! “T just thought of
. 1t ” ; 5
- Bessie looked up inguiringly.

“I’s something we each can give, what
she’s wanted and wanted ever so long!
And what she’s asked for, too,” mys’ren-
ously:

“T-—don’t—see,” said HaroMd, thor-
otighly puzzled. “We ‘haven\t got any
money!”

“Don’t need any. Want! I’ll get mine
u’ll see.”
.weuttnmetableandwmteona

mge of -delicate paper :

“For Mamma's ‘Birthday Present. 'l
give up iy whistle in the house foréves
and eveér and ever,

- They ‘alf érowded to look over Carl’s

_ Shoulder,

‘ﬁﬂéhdid!” e)odelmed Bessie, “T know
what I’H give!”

“And TP cried Hmu »

-Ray didn’t quife understand. Bessie
whispered something'to him, and 'all that

" restcould’ hearwae “dg™

Wit guachent 585 Whey-were!

-
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THRE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.

“I promise not to read a word after it
gets dusk, before the gas is lighted.

4 “BESSIE,”

YTl hang up all my ithings in their
proper place when I come from play or
errands. Really and truly, WaLL.”

“Ray will not forget to take off his
cap in the s'itttﬁng-.rooxp.”

IMrs. Holman smiled her sweetest
mother smile when she receivéd her gifis
two days later. '

“They are the choicest presents I.ever
received,” she said, happly; “for they
are something we all can keep !”"—Adel-
bert F. Caldwell, in Youth's Companion.

GIVING, SHE STILL HAD.

In Connectiout, a few years ago, we
are 1old, there lived a lady who had a
béautifuf, lower gdrden in which she took
great ¢. The whole neighborhood
was/ﬁrotﬂi""oi it, too, and peéople dhove
miles to see it. She fastened two' lange
baskets on the outside of her fencé next
the road, and every morning these were
filled with out flowers—the large, snowy
kinds in one basket and the delicate, fra-
gile kinds in the other. All the school
children going by helped themselves, and
stodied the bettér for it; and business
e -took a’' breath of fragrance into their
dusty offices which helped the dday along.
Evén the tramps were welcofne to all the
beauty they could get into their foflern
lives.

“You cut such quantities,” some one
said to her; “aren’t you afrand that you
will rob yourself?”

“The more I out the more 1| have ” she
answered, ~ “Don’t you know ‘that if
plants are allowed to go to seed they.stop
blooming I love to give pleasure; and
it 'is profit as well, for my liberal cutting
is the secret’ of my beautiful garden. I
am like the man in ‘Prignim Pregress’—

- -the more 1. give away. the more. I have”

This is a rule that holds good in other
places besides a garden. God is showing
us continually that the more we give, the
more we have. The more we love others
the moré we are loved ourselves; and
the teaching of the Sefipture is con-
stantly fulfilled, “there is that scattereth
and yet increaseth.”

it D S GO
° THE NEXT DUTY.

Then, what is my next duty? What is
the thing that lies neatest to me?”

“That, I repeat, belongs to your every-
day history, No one can answer that
quesiion but yourself. Your next duty

" is just to' determine what your néxt duty

Cart> -

is. Is there nothing you neglect? Is
there nothing you know you ought not
to do? You would know your duty if you
thought in earnest about it, and ‘were not
ambitious of .great things.”

“Ah, then,” responded Lady Georgi-
ama, with an abandoning sigh, “I sup-
pose it is something commonplace which
will make life more dreary thin ever.

‘That can not help me.”

“It will, if it be as dreary as reading
the newspaper to an old deaf aunt. It
will soon fead you to samething more,
Your duty will not beglin to comfont you
at once, bust will at Jength open the un-
known fountain in your heart.”—George
Macdonald. -

PP
AID WITH CHRIST IN GOD.

Dr. Peabody in one of His sermons
picturés a vessel lying in a dead calm.
Bt suddenly a sailor sées the pénnant
stirring “far up on ‘the masthead, and at

.. once they raise the upper ‘sails, for they
‘know that a wind is rising in the upper

air. Sure enough, the vessel begins to
move, propelled by the higher ocurrents,
while at the surface of the water there
is stirfing no breath of air. So also

Headquarters for Dress Goods of
Every Des_cmptmn.
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Our Spring and Summer Goods have arrived and g
we will be pleased to have your earliest % '
~inspection. , i)

Wy
W
W
W
W

W

W

W

% newest colorings.

W

Samples sent by return mail on applieation.

Etamines, Floconnes, Twine Suitings, Panama Suitings, Glorias,
Sail Cloths, Roxanas, Melrose, Oxford Voiles, Striped Sicilians,
Irish Satin Cloths, Serges, Venetians, Lustres, Vicunas, etc.

B&™ We have all these goods in blacks, ereams and the g

Popular Suitings for Spring and Summer will be Voiles, §
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7 John J. Weddsll & Bon.
% e FREDERICTON. N. B. g
AGENTS FOR STANDARD PATTERNS. ‘ 0
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VI’.GE'I'AILE SICILI‘N

Hair Renewe

the hair soft and

L 'd‘?‘mtwm‘:'tgmd dandruff and
eens. ures dandru
dv mabr “hair. 7Ty L x

-
does a life make progress when it keeps

in touch wiith the higher things,
Ordinary Corn Saives Contain ‘Acids.
But the old reliable Putnam’s Corn Ex-

tractor is entirely vegetable in com?smon,

and does not eat or burn. the

gradually lifts t.he corn, causes no pain, and

cures anently. rke 25 oenu at all
druggists. Use only * Putnam’s.’

There are so nrany conditions in life
which subject it to danger that self-
préservation reguires oonstant alertness
and carefulness.

——ee Y

Horses and Cattle have colic and
cramps. Painkiller will cure them every
time. Half a bottle in hot water repeat-
ed a few times. Avoid substitutes. There
is but one Painkiller, Perry Davis’, 25
and 50 cents. A .

e OOO————

QOur churches need not new members
so much as they need better members.
Efficiency is ‘what counts,

Please bear in mind that what is called

a skin disease may be but a symptom of,

bad blood. In that case, Weaver’'s Cenate

externally applied, should be supplement-

ed with Weaver’s Syrup, taken daily.
> ————

An eloquent preacher tells this -good
joke at his own expense: “When I was
in Florida last winter, I preached to a
negro congregation one Sumtday, excus-
ing myself from sayings much on ac-
count of my poor health. The ocolored
minister, in  his closing prayer, said:
‘O, Good Lawd, bless our brother L.,
who has preached to us in his pore
weak way.”” " '

OO

“A Little Cold, You Know” will be-
come a great danger if it be allowed to
reach down from the throat to the
Jungs. Nip the peril in the bud with
Alllen’s Lung Balsam, a sure remedy
containing no opium,

- SI0K HEADACHE

GATES’

INVIGORATING  SYRUP.

Is well known throughout the coun A
as th%gbest i

FAMILY MEDICINE.
No Household should be without it.
IN CASES OF

Dyspepsia and Indigestion
it gives immediate and permanent relief. i

For Irregularities of the Bowels

its equal cannot be found.- Its action is
marked by extreme gentleness. No gri-
ping or pain. It is in fact

Perfect Physic
performing the threefold functien of

Tonie, Physie and Appetizer.

Fon C(wﬁlna andComq, a li enizht and
tore normal conditions. :
HlmBURNis t.wre eved by a dose.
elds at once.
For, WHOOPING CoUGH and MEASLES it is
inva.luablo It invigoratcs and tones up the
lvivhole systam, making life pleasant and worth

Sonlﬁ by all wholesale and retail ts and
stores in the time Provinces at 50 cents
per large bottle.

C. GATES, SON & CO.,

MIDDLETON, N. S.

|IFREETO ALL

A Silver Plated Teapot

Consumers of National
Blend Tea, without doubt
the best Blend Tea on the
market, when you have
bought twenty
will receive a Sx ver Plated
Teapot free of charge

The cheapest House in town to buy Fi ,.r

D.W.Estabrook °

York St. and Wes
FREDERICT
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