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‘first miracle.
-‘noblest idea’s of human love,. the best
- illustration and type of divine love.

| And when they wanted wine.
“the family of Cana was in humble cir-
- cumstances and hence their $upp’y was

- servants.

.of -stone.
make may still be seen in the villages:
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The Sunday=School.

. “"THE FIRST'MIRACLE IN CANA.

Jo‘h-n.zz' I-11.

Commit v. 11. Read John 10: 22-42.

GoLpEN TExT.—W hatsoever he saith
unto you, do it.—John 2: 5.

LeEArRN BY HEART.—VSs. 5, 11;
4.

John 1:

 HISTORICAL SETTING.

‘Time.~The latter part of February

(or early in March), A. D. 27. Two or
three days after the last lesson.
Place—~Cana of Galilee, either Kefer
Kennah on the Tiberias road, nearly four
miles northeast of Nazareth, or more
probabyy Kana (or Kanat) el-Jelil (Gal-

- ilee), about eight miles north of Nazar-
eth. It was the home of Nathanael.

Jesus—At the very beginning of his
actrve mmxstry, thh five or six follow-
ers.

John —Still prca;cimng in the wxlder.

"aeés of Judea.

“Disciples. ——Andrew Peter, ]ohn prob-
ably lames, Phiup, Nathanael. .
" Place i the Life of Christ—Early

spring of the first year of his public min-

istry immediately - after the.gaining of
his first five adherents.
The Year of Beginnings.

A WEebDDING AT CANA—Vs. 1, 2. And
the third day, reckoning from the day
when Jesus started for - Galilee. There
was ‘a marriage. “Including the marriage
feast. ,
there. Present as a friend possibly a re-

lative. And both Jesus was called (in-

vited) and his disciples, the five or SiX
who accompanied him.

Jiesus and the Home. The fa’ct that
Jesus necessarily, as the Son of God, re-
mained unmarried has led many to im-

_agine that celebacy was the highest and
purest mode of life.
just the opposite.

~The Bible view is
Marriage was ordain-
ed in Eden, and ‘was sanctified by Jesus’
To the family pertain the

"'I“im" "FAn.Uin 01; SUPPLIES.—Vs. 3—5.
“Probably

limited. The mother of Jesus saith unto
him, They have no wine. Jesus saith
unto her, Woman, What have I to do
with. thee? Everything depends on the
tone of voice, which we may be sure was

- courteous and loving. Mine howur is not
;yet come. Jesus does not deny her re-

quest, but imp ies that he will rel'cve the
want at the best time. His mother saith.
This implies that she understood Jesus
as really granting her request. Unto the
Who might - not otherwise
obey. W hatsoever he saith unto you, do
¢, ‘This, the “Golden Text” of the les-
son is a noble motto for every life.

TrE Dgep THAT wAas Bora A WITNESS
AND A SIGN.—Vs. 6-10. Six waterpots
These stone jgrs of ancient

of Palestine. Two or three firkins apiece.
The jars would hold seventeen to twen-
ty-six gallons. Fill the waterpots with
water to the brim.  Imp'ying no room

_for adding anything to the water. Unto

-~

« (R.V,,

And the mother of Jesus was .

~claimed :

TH‘E RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.

FIRST 'QUAl'msn,

_LESSON IV.—Jan. 22.

them (the servants). Draw out now
into pitchers or wine cups. Governor
“ruler”) of the feast. Either the
head waiter or, probably, the chairman
elected from among the guests, who reg-
ulated the course of the feast. But the
servants . . . knew the sounce of the
wine. Ewvery man, etc. This is the umi-
versal custom. Have well drunk. “Have
drunk freely.” Thou hast kept the good
wine until now. A certificate to the
quality of the wme |

RELATION TO THE TEMPERANCE QUES-
TioN.—It is likely the wine Christ made
had no intoxicating qualities. It was
probably the juice of the grape fresh
from the vines. It is intresting in this
connection to notice that in all refer-
ences to the Lord’s Supper, the word
“wine” is not once used in the New
Testament, but always the cup or fruit of
the vine, so that that divine institution

does not throw its influence in favor of.

mtoxrcatmg wine,

 THis MirAcLE A SIGN ‘oF THE ‘GRACE .
- or JESus.—V. 1II..

This beginning of
miracles. The first one he wrought in
his ministry. And manifested forth his
‘ glory. His true nature and work hidden
under the for‘m of a man.

~WHY DAN WASN'T EXPELLED.

“He was only mischievous ; but he was
a little gamin in whom the faculty for
ingenious mischief was abnormally de-
ve oped.

It must have been that the Sunday
school afforeded an extensive field for
the exercise of his genius that made Dan
so regular an attendant. i

His teacher sat always with her hand
on his knee since the day when he sud-
denly announced that it was too hot, he
was going swimming, and vaiilted out
of ‘the window. But the restraining
power in the gentle hand was limited,
and there was no denying the fact that
Dan disturbed the whole school.

One evening at a. teacher’'s meeting
after a free discussion of one side of the
ques'uon it ‘was unanimoiis’y decided to
expel Dan as a promoter of riot and re-
bellion in other clastes. . . ,

His teacher sat silent until the super-
intendent asked:
nothing to say?”

Miss :Alice looked up, and with tears
in her voice, said: “Notaing, only if Dan
goes out, I go out. I can not give him
up.’,‘ y

Of course that settled the question, If
Miss Alice could get on with Dan, the
others would not object.

When the restless spirit came over
Dan the next day, Miss Alice drew him
aside, ‘“Dan,’ she said, “they wanted to
expel you from this school, and I said
‘If Dan goes out, I go out.’ Now [
want you to stand by me

“Whno wanted to put me out?” Dzm
demanded.

“No matter who, Dan; you are to
stay.” '

Dan considered a moment
“Say, Miss

then ex-
Alice, you're a
brick!” :
- “That was the beginning of Dan’s de-
velopment. Miss A'ice believed in him;
she had stood by him, and she had won
his heart. He was hers to mould as she
would.

Perhaps it sounds commonplace to say

for the individual.

“Miss ‘Alice, have you

‘now so universally common.

that Dan has become a leader in the
paths-of righteousness, and that he grate-
lly acknowledges his indébtedness to
Miss Alice for a'] that he is. Praise God
if such an ending be commonplace! To
Dan and to Miss Alice it is a' heart story
which makes their eyes glow when they
speak of it.—S. S. Times.

——PO————
SIGNING THE PLEDGE.

The folowing reasons for signing the
pledge might be pressed with advantage
upon the scholars of our Sunday schools
and others at this period of the year
when special work in that direction
should be undertaken:

1. Because the general adoption of

- total abstinence would entirely remove

the national disgrace of
and its accompanying evi's.

2. Because your pledge would be a
practical protest against the ruinous
drinking customs of the day.

3. Because science declares that.alco-
hol injures the body. This is confirmed:
(a) By careful experiments, which prove
that even smal doses of “alcohol, by-

intemperance

- iumbing the nerves and senses, always

lessen the skill for fine work of hand or
brain; (b) By the experiments of ath-
letes, travellers, Arctic explorers, sol-
diers, sailors and others engaged in hard
toil; (c) By the statistics of insurance

and Sick. Benefit Societies; (d) By the

experience of the London Temperance
‘Hospital that “all kinds of disease” can
be treated better without alcohol. Sir
Andrew Cark, one of the finest physici-
ans of the land, said, “Health is always
injured by it—benefitted, never.”

4. Because total abstinence is safest
Every year a large
number of those who drink overstep the

Tine of moderation and become habitual
“drunkards, entailing a fearful mhent-

ance on their offspring,

5. Because the home circ'e will be the
safer if strong” drink is excluded. The
havoc wrought by drink upon the home-
life of the nation is beyond description.
For the sake of the children, parents
should ‘set 4 safe example.

6. Because the example of personal ab-

stinerice is the most effective means of
winning the intemperate to paths of vir-
tue and sobriety. “Do as I say” counts
for little; whereas “Do as I do” is bound
to carry weight.

7. Because to deny ourselves for the
sake of others is a Christ-"ike act, which

will be rich iny blcssmg to ourselves and
others.

—OOO>———— _

The Majésty of the Bible Precepts.
There is no weakness in them. No
one of them is emasculated by the mod-
ern prefix, - “try.” The Bible says,
“Cleanse your nands, ye sinners; and

‘purify your. hearts, ye double-minded.”

“Cease 10 do evil; ‘earn to do well.”
“Depant from evil, and do good.” And
thus through the whole book, from Gen-
esis to Revelation a moral precept is
never prefixed with the enfeebling “try”
| Just think
of the Bible saying, Try to depart from
evi:! Try to cleanse your hands, ye sin-
ners! Try to speak the truth to one an-
other! And instead of "Do not kill,”
“Do not steal,” “Do not commit adultry,”
suppose we had “Do try not to kill; Do
try not ta steal, Do 'try not to commit
adultery !”—Selected.

——O0OO———

Mental and spiritual conformity to{
God’s will is a matter of transforma--
tion. It is the only way to prove what

is God’'s good, acceptable, reasonable,
perfect will—Christian Standard.

g cines.

| tion with small doses of Ayer’s Pills.

Do’t try cheap cough medn-.
et the best, Ayer’s
Cherry Pectoral. What a

L_ record it has, sixty years of
Cherry
Pectoral

® cures! Ask your doctor if
he doesn’t use it for coughs,
colds, bronchitis, and all
} throat and lung troubles.
“ I have found that Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral
8 is the best medicine I can prescribe for bron-

¥ chitis, influenza, coughs, and hard colds.”
_ M. LoDEMAN, M.D., Ithaes. N. Y.

J’OAmOO.
pwell, Mass

crrect any tendoncy to constipa-

Nothing is more real than what is
spiritual, as approaching nearest to the
nature of all reality, namely, God him-
self.—Thomas Bos‘om

—OPO————

Pains, Like the Poor, are Always
With Us.—That portion of man’'s life
which is not made up of pleasure is
largely composed of pain, and to be
free from pain is a pleasure. Simple
remedies are always the best in treating
bodily pain, and a safe, sure and simple
remedy is Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil
You cannot do wrong in giving it a trial
when required.

e POPOO———

It is a good and safe rule to sojourn
in every place as if you meant to spend
your life there, never omittinng an op-
portunity of doing a kindness or speak-
ing a true word or making a friend. —
Ruskin.
v

" They Wake the Torpid Energies. —
Machinery not properly supervised and
left to run itself, very soon shows fault
in its working. It is the same with the
digestive organs. Unregulated from
time to time they are likely to become
torpid and throw the whole system out
of gear. Parmelee’'s Vegetable Pills
were made to meet such cases.  They
restore to the full the flagging faculties
and bring into order all parts of the

.machinery.

e

Every day is a fresh beginning,
Listen, my soul, to the glad refrain;
And, spite of old sorrow and older sin-
ning,
Take heart with the day and begm
again,
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