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~ choose the path that leads to death,
5 & You are not and you cannot be in a
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+ " Jesus
. .and thus throw away all the infinite ad-
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you.. Instead of asking yourself the
";qtmt:on “Ought I to become a Chris-
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WOULD YOU BE A CHRISTIAN. _

REV. THEODORE CUYLER, D. D,

I wish to say a few plain and affec-
tionate words to those who are agitat-
ing the vital questions: “Ought I to
become a Christian? And if so, how
shall I become one?”

Yes, you ought to be a follower of
Jesus Christ, and for three good rea-
sons :
commmands and invites you. 2, It is for
your interest; if . you choose Jesus
Christ as your Saviour and Guide, you
will be Dbetter, stronger, happier, and
more useful in this world. 3. You will
secure the salvation of your immortal
soul,
 Whether you become a Christian or
not dei)ends upon your own- choice; no
one else cam decide for you. A loving
God says to you in His Word: “I set
before you life and death; choose life.”
When Joshua submitted the alternative,
“Choose ye this day whom ye will
serve,” he addressed his hearers as free
moral agents, and such are you. When
Christ said to James and John, “Fol-
low Me,” He talked to them as ration-
al beings; for if they could not follow
Him, why did He ask them?

You have the power of choice:

" CHoosE LiFE! '

- By that expressive word, in the Bible
is meant—the favor of God, the pardon
of your sins, the sustaining strength to
do right; it is the union of your heart
with Jesus in this world and an unend-
ing heaven beyond the grave, “Death”
is the absence of all these; it means the
dominion of sin in this world, and the
punishment of sin in the world to come.

But you may say, “I am not choos-
ing death; it.is inconceivable that any
sane person should deliberately decide
to be eternally wretched when he or she
might be eternally happy.” I admit that
people do not usually set success and
happiness on the one hand, and ruin on
the other hand, and then deliberately
choose to be ruined. Yet it is equally
true that multitudes are selecting' and
that inevitably lead

Here is a young man setting out in
life, Of course his preference would be
to become rich and prosperous; but he
chooses to lead a career of indolence
which  inevitably
brings him to poverty and keeps him

there.

In like .manneér, my driend, when you
decide to refuse that loving Saviour
who is even now knocking at the door
of . your heart, you choose to risk the
consequences.. When you choose to

continue on in sin, to follow the de--
vices ‘and desires of an unconverted
“heant, to refusé to be all that Christ

would make you, and to grieve away the
Holy Spirit of love, you are deliberate-
death; for you

of neutrality. . Not to accept
Christ is to reject Jesus Christ,

1. It is your duty; for God both

tian?” you had better face the other:
“Have I

REFUSED TO BE A CHRISTIAN?”

It is no unkindness to say to you that
the only effectual hindrance to your be-

coming a Christian and securing eternal -

life, is your own sins. Until you break
off from them, you cannot lay hold on
Christ by faith,
union with Him and obedience to His
commandments. No man can serve two
masters; you cannot go in two opposite
directions. at the same time. -Every day
you spend away from (Christ is a lost
‘day. The longer you live as you are,
the harder will it be to become a strong
happy and useful follower of Jesus.
Your habits of thought and action will
become the more deeply rooted. You
‘will have just so ‘'many more weeds to
pull up; sin is terribly self-propagating.

Some persons may tell you that it is
a very easy thing to become a Christian
—as easy as lifting your hand. Yes; it
is an infinitely easy thing for the omni-
potent Spirit of God to renew your
heart in answer to honest prayer; and
it will be a very simple thing for you
to become a Christian if you are will-
ing to cut loose from your old sinful
self and fasten your heart hold on the
Dlvme Saviour.

"Do not ask for any easier salvation
than that; it will not be worth the hav-
ing if it does’ not bring you a new
character and a new style of daily con-

duct. Thorough weed-pulling and
thorough plowing are essential to a
good crop. “Some people,” said quaint

Scotch Rutherford, “want to have
Christ for about nothing and never have
had a sick night over their own sins.
This maketh loose work.” It is just
such loose work that produces the half-
converted Christians; and it takes a
great many half Christians to make a
single whole one.
path of purity and peace and power is
too narfow for you to smuggle in a
whole back-load of sins, even if con-
science would let you attempt it.
Repentance and cutting loose from
sthe dominion of sin must be attended
with a
CLEAVING TO JESUS CHRIST,

A single contact of the soul with Christ
has made many a one a Christian. The
first honest approach to Him, the first

sincere prayer for pardon, the first act

to obey and please Him—these have
been like the touch of that woman who
had the long malady; they have brought
the blessing.

A man who had shamefully wronged.

a neighbor was brought under convic-

tion of sin and could find no peace. At-

tending a religious service where he
espied his neighbor, he called him out
into the vestibule and begged his par-
don for the wrong committed. That
was the beginning with ‘him of a Chris-
tian life,

Conversion is the act of turning to
Jesus as the only Saviour—the Saviour
who died to redeem you.
you begin to trust Him and to obey
Him, the healing comes. You must
understand that faith is vastly more
than an opinion. or a right feeling. It

9

and come into neart

The gate into the °

As soon as '

1s a transaction—it is the contact of a
person with a Divine Person, of a weak,

sinful penitent soul with an all-sufficient
You need to be shut up to

Redeemer,
this one tremendous truth—either Jesus
Christ must save me or I am lost!

Attendance upon church service,
Bible reading, or the best of sermons,
or an “inquirers’ meeting,” or prayer, or
any other good thing, will be useless if
you attempt to put them in the place of
a personal grasp on- Jesus Christ.

FAITH IS II‘;DISPENSIBLE

if you wish to draw up water from a
deep well; but it is the water that you
are after. True faith puts your soul
into loving contact with the loving Son
of God. A touch is enough to begin
with; it must be followed by a strong
and constant cleaving. The graft that is
inserted in the cleft bough of an apple
tree must become united to the tree be-
fore it yields fruit. Abiding in Christ,
dand only through that abiding, will you
be a vigorous, fuitful and joyous Chris-
tian. :

‘And if you become such a Christian,
your wonder and your sorrow will be
that you never became one before. Men
have lived to regret almost every con-
ceivable step; but I never heard of a
person wno repented of loving, obeying
and serving the Lord Jesus Christ.

Brooklyn, N, Y.
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A GreEAT REvIVAL.—Denver, Colorado,
has been having a religious revival of
great power. The city pastors have
been assisted by Dr. Wilbur Chapman
in union services. The results have
been quite remarkable. The request of
the pastors, that employes might have
an opportunity to attend noonday meet-
ings, was complied with by over. five
hundred business houses ‘closing their
doors several days from eleven till two
o'clock. Even the legislature adjourn-
ed one day to attend the meetings. All

the churches have received much quick-
ening, and will have large accessions.

The liquor party is traditionally a
party that allies itself with “the powers
that be.” It has absolutely nothing to
gain by being in opposition. It has no
principles to maintain, but simply jts
own selfish interests to guard. It
therefore "always has, and always will,
profess the utmost friendliness towards
those who control affairs.—7The Pioneer.

CONSUMPTIVES
DO NOT DESPAIR

The best known remedy for -your
disetse is codliver oil combined with
hypophosphites, as found in

PUTTNER'S EMULSION

This preparation has the endorsation
of all the leading physicions, and has
a bright record of over thirty years’
success in relieving the sufferings
and amehoralnng the . condition of
thousands of victims of lung disease.
Many, many lives have been saved by
its timely ane persistent use.

. Use only PUT’I‘NER’S,
the or’lglgal and best Emulsion

’
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A SUGGESTION .
FOR SAVING!

This week we ars doing a rushing businesa

BEDSTEADS,

WIRE SPRINGS and WIRE GOT -nens

We have a number of Bedsteads left from
Bedroom Sets which we are closing out
at one-half price.

Bepsteads, worth $5.00 -  now $2.50
: 13 13 5.75 ) 4 ‘6 ' 2.75
o o 6:00 - . ¢ 3.00

Having secured complete control of the

. Heacules Springs we are closing out o.ll

other patterns.

1 Woveh Wire Sprmg, extra heavy,
$5.50, - - now $3.50
1 Woven Wire Sprmg, extra heavy,

$4.75, - . « now 3.00
1 Woven Wire Spring, damaged,

$5.00, - ! - now L75
3 Copper Wire Springs, damaged,

$4.00, - . - now 100
A limited number of Cots, Hercules

Weave, $2.00, - . 1.60
1 Cot, shght.ly damaged 32 50, now 1.66
1 11 % § 3 75 ‘s l 35

Take advanbagc of this great reduction

Lemon(& 8o

HOUSE PURNISHERS,

Fredericton, N. B.

. |IF YOURE GOING
TO BUY-

APIANO

Would it not be the.pan of wisdom

to consult your home dealer before

you make a purchase ! We sell only
reliable: makes af pianos and are
right here to stand back or every
bargain we make. We have estab-

lished a reputation and purpose to

maintain it. Special inducements to
piano buyers for ten days.
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'McMURRAY & CO.,

- Bookselers and Masic Dealers,

FREDERICTON, N. B.

Harvey's Studic
photogpaphs

ARE THE BEST.
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