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THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 

Our Contributors, | ® ‘» | 
Your Hindrances and Your only help. 

"BY REV, THEODORE L, CUYLER, D. D. - 

Among the army of readers of this 

paper may be many who expect to be- 
come Christians before they die, and 
yét have not done so. Let me have a 

frank word with you. If I inquire why 

you have never begun the Christian 
life, you might answer that there are 

hindrances in your way. Of course 

there are. AHN the best things are cost- 

ly, and God does not promise to carry 

you to heaven in a palace car. A cheap 

religion is more worthless than certain 
flimsy goods that are sold for a trifle. 

One obstacle that may deter you is 
that you are disgusted with the inson- 

sistent conduct of some who protess to 

be Christians. 

be what they are,” and you are perfectiy 
right in feeling so. Jesus Christ does 
not ask you to be frivolous, or cowardly 

or selfish, or anything else that is un- 
-He asks you to trust him, and 

follow him, and copy him, and not to 

be studying the faults of your fellow- 

creatures. Every good thing is counter- 

feited, and there is a Counterfeit piety 
sometimes found in the cases of shal- 

low, self-deceived professors. Study 

your own faults, my dear friend, and 
face your own sins! Those sins will de- 
stroy your soul if they are not repented 

of. Unless. you are “born again” you 

will be condemned alongside of those 

whom you are now condemning. This 

flimsy excuse will not “hold water.” No 

other person’s failure will excuse your 

failure. 

Perhaps you are held back by a ails 

ish fear of ridicule. This dread of a 

sneer or scoff has a great influence 

upon some minds, I knew sof a person 

who, on his way into an inquiry room, 

- encountered the contemptuous laugh of 

one or two frivolous associates, and 

was frightened back. The best people 

will not sneer at you, that’s certain. 

When, then, allow the short-lived sneers 

of sinners to cheat you out of your 

soul? The best way to live down ridi- 

cule is to live up a noble, godly charac- 

ter. You are mistaken if you suppose 

that you will risk loss of anybody's re- 

spect by maintaining a sincere, fearless, 

useful] Christian life, You are frighten- 

ed by a bugbear. ; 

Perhaps no such small hindrances as 

these may be in your path.’ You may 
desire to be a Christian and yet find 

that the real difficulties are not outside 
of you or around you, but in your own 

heart. You say, “ My heart is obstin- 

ate and wicked, and 1 cannot make to 

myself a new heart.” Blind Bartimeus 
could not restore sight to his eyes, But 
Jesus Christ could do it, and he did it 

just as soon as Bartimeus came {o him 

in simple faith and with the honest 

prayer on his lips, “Lord, let me receive 

my sight!” The first step in the religious 

life is obedience to Christ. Your mis- 

take is that you are trying to do what 

only divine power can effect, and neg- 

lecting to do what the Saviour asks you 
to do. He invites you to turn from your 
sins and obey him, and he .profises you 

the help of his almighty Spirit to’ change 

your heart. 

This brings me to the main point, 

self-destruction, 

You say, "I don’t care to 

~ to your heart. 

"Then, my friend, 
Christ with the entire grasp of your 

which I would lovingly press upon your 
attention. There is no book for you 

now like the Word of ‘God. Open your 
Bible at the fifteenth chapter of Isaiah 
and you will find this verse: “For the 
Lord God will help you. Therefore 
shall I not be confounded; therefore 
have I set my face like flint, and I know 
that I shall not be ashamed.” This pas- 
sage—which has the ring of a bugle— 

will boih encourage you and keep you 

from self-trust in the vital matter of 
your salvation, Seli-reliance is a good 

thing in the right place; but self-reli- 

ance in a battle with the world and the 
lusts of the flesh and the devil and the 

innate depravity of the heart means 

Some persons set out, 

like John Bunyan’s “Mr, Presumption,” 

with the self-confident cry, “Oh, I can 

do it.” Such vain boasters have not yet 

been under fire or measured swords with 

their enemies. The secret of the failure 

of more than one attempt to live a 

Christian life has ‘been self-confidence. 

God’s Book declares, “He that trusteth 

his own heart is a fool.” My friend, 

you cannot trust yourself too little, and 

you cannot trust Jesus Christ too much. 

The real question with you just now is, 

“Shall 1 trust myself—or my Lord and 
Saviour?” Your soul has no self-lift- 

ing- power or self-renewing power. You 
can no more find your way to heaven 

without Christ's light and grace than 

you can find your way through the 

Mammoth Cave without a guide and a’ 

lantern. Christ says, “I am the Light.” 
and Christ says, “Ye must be born 

anew,” and born of the Spirit, In 
Jesus Christ is your only help. 

If you seek that help sincerely you 

will surely obtain it. You are learning 
some lessons now that will be of great 

service to you. You are learning what 

a sinfu] thing your heart is and what a 
weak creature you are in yourself, and 

also the value and power of true prayer. 

Christ says to you, “In me is thy help,” 

and he neyer breaks his word. This 

loving assistance will come to you in 
many ways. He will pour his grace 

into your heart as streams,of water 
pour into the bottom of a well and fill 
it up. Christ will put good thoughts in- 

your past sins, but give you strength to 

fight temptations, He will give you 

supernatural help, and when you en- 

counter lions in your way you will find, 

like Daniel, that the lions are harmless. 

lay hold of Jesus 

soul and do just what he bids you. Let 

conscience speak out. Instead of resist- 

ing the blessed Spirit, work with the- 

Spirit. No one ever yet cast himself 
entirely on Christ, with a readiness to 

hear Christ's voice and to do Christ's 

will, and was left to perish, 

Bind this blessed text like a frontlet 

between your eyes. Write it on the 

palms of your hands. It will give you 

security; you will “never be confound- 

ed.” It will give you steadfastness; 

Christ will give you backbone to do 

your duty and to face any hindrances, 

It will give you a serenity of soul; you 

will “never be ashamed,” and in the 

“face of sneer or scoff, of man or devils, 

~ Preaching must be 

He will not only forgive 

you will have strength to stand by your 
colors. Tens of thousands have had 
just your hindrances and others like 

them, and Jesus Charist has brought 

them off more than conquerors. Don't, 

I beg of you, draw back, for that way 

lies hell! Before you may be conflict 

and self-denial and struggle, but with 

Jesus comes victory! 

What Others Sav. 
CANADA AND BRITAIN. 

(1) It is certain that Canada desires 
no arrangement which now or hereafter 
will draw her from her place as an in- 
tegral part of the British Empire. (2) 
It is also certain that, other things be- 
‘ing equal, she would prefer to extend 
any benefits she may have to confer to 
the motherland, whose markets have 
long been open to her products. (3) 
At the same time Canada desires 10 
maintain the most cordial terms with 
her great .neighbor and realizes that 
trade relations of mutual benefit form a 
strong guarantee of friendship and 
peace.—1 oronto Presbyterian, 
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SMILE vs. SMIRK, 

A principal of one of the Chicago pub- 
lic schools recently was transferred to 
another school because, according to the 
daily papers, he was guilty of not smil- 
ing. We wonder how many pastors are 
transferred from one church to another 
for the same reason? A man who can- 
not smile, but frowns continually, would 
be sure to fail as teacher or pastor. 
"On the other hand, the man who smirks 
1s almost as bad. The smile after all 
must come from the soul and be abso- 

lutely genuine. God blesses the smile, 
but we imagine the devil smiles when 
Christians smirk.—Baptist Standard. 
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THE PREACHER'S AIM. 

A preacher who aims at nothing 
chould not be surprised if he hits .noth- 
ing. An arrow shot at a venture may 
kill a king, but it is much more likely 

"to fall unheeded to the ground. The 
preacher should shoot to kill. There is 
too much random work in the ministra- 
tions of the pulpit. A nail cannot be 
driven home by hammering all around 
it. = Generalizations make no converts. 

personal, definite, 
Nathan's “ Thou art the man” brought 
David to his knees. The preacher may 
not “name” men in his congregation, 
as does the speaker in the house of com- 

mons, but he should so preach that the 
individual man will take the sermon fio 
himself.—7The Examiner. 

For Coughs, Colds, Grippe, 
Bronchitis, Consumption, &c., we 
strongly recommend 

Puttner’s Emulsion. 
For over thirty years this great 

remedy has been used all over the 
Maritime Provinces with most ad- 
mirable results. Thousands testi- 
fy to its curative powers. Multi- 
tudes of sick have been made well, 
and valuable lives saved. It will 
cure you. 

Be sure you get PUTTNER’S, 
the original and best Emulsion. 

INDIGESTION 
RED sYK, D.C. SONGUERED » fron eta R A 

ANOTHER CHAN 
February 22, 1 

TO SAVE! 
This week we are Booming 

GLASSWARE 
at Big Reductions in order to clear out 

certain lines. 

High Glass S—_ reg. price 25¢., now 16c. 
66 1 6 1) 93c., be 12¢. 

6 “6 6 “ 1; 40c., “  90¢. 

6 {3 6“ 6 ‘6 50¢c., 13 25¢. 

Low "ose Co 6 ‘6 30¢., “ 15¢. 

oo" “¢ 1; “ 6 33c., IT 17¢. 

1; 6 c 6 oc 50¢., ¢ 95a. 

Goblets 10 cts. each, reg. price $3 per doz. 
Tumblers 3 cts. each. 

Sugars 14 cts. 
Vinegarets 8 cts. 

Cream Pitchers at.7 and 10 cts. 

Water Pitchers at 13 and 26 cts. 

‘Syrup Jugs at 12, 13 and 15 cts. 

If you want Bright, Sparkling Glass- 
Ware for table use, now is the time to 
make your choice. 
These prices are strictly cash. 

change. 

Fredericton, N. B. 

IF YOU'RE GOING 
T0 BUY 

A PIANO 
Would it not be the part of wisdow 

No ex- 

-to consult your home dealer before 
you make a purchase! We sell only 
reliable makes af pianos and are 
right here to stand back or every 
bargain we make, We have estab- 
lished a reputation and purpose to 
maintain it. Special inducements to 

piano buyers for ten days. 

McMURRAY & CO. 
Booksellers and Music Dealers, 

FREDERICTON, N. B. 

Harvey's Studio 

Photographg 

ARE THE BEST. 
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