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is distinct. from all that went before, 
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been committed Res fo 

er, teacher, sanctifier andl guide. He 

becomes the sole “viear of Christ.” 

It scarcely need be said that propo- 

tionate attention should be given to 

His person and work as compared 

with that bestowed on the life and 

ministry of Jesus Christ. 

Our four discourses on the Holy 
Spirit, of which this is the first, are 

intended to be a reverent review of 
some of the main teaching of the holy 

scriptures concerning the eternal third 

person, the Spirit of God. In this 

sermon we shall speak of the revealed 

personality of the Holy Spirit as the 
all important preliminary to all else 

we shall say concerning Him. 

First, we will show that the Spirit 

is a divine person. 

We must go into the holiest in the 

scripture tabernacle for the decisive 

teaching on the personality of the 

Holy Spirit. We open the pages 

where our Lord himself teaches the 

secrets of spiritual life, there, under 

the shekinah itself, lies oir doctrinal 

strong hold for this article of faith. 

Jno. 14-16. There the blessed Christ 

speaks with emphasis @f Spirit as 

a person. 

John 14:16, And 1 vill pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another 

Comforter, that he may abide with 

you forever. 
John 15:26, But 

forter is come, whom I will send unto 

you from the Father, cven the Spirit 

of truth, which proceedeth from the 

Father, he shall testify of me. 

John 16:7-8, Nevertheless 1 tell 

you the truth, it is expéutent for you 

that I go away: for if I go not away, 

the Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto 

you. 

And when he is come, he will re- 

prove the world of sin, and of right- 

eousness, and of judgment. 

In these central and decisive pass- 

ages we have the Spirit revealed to 

us in so many words as “Him,” as 
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the Spirit Himself maketh intercession 

for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered. 

we know that it was He not It that 

“brooded” over the primeval deep. 

He not It “spake” by the prophets, 

“moving” those holy men of God. He 

not lt came upon the virgin, and 

anointed her son at Jordan and led 

him into the desert of temptation, 

and gave utterance to the saints at 

Pentecost. He not It, effects the new 

birth, and 1s the breath of- the new 

life, and the earnest of coming glory, 

By Him, not by It, the believer walks, 

and mortifies the deeds of the body, |. 

filled not with It, but Him.- He, not 

It, speaks to the churches in the 

Revelation and calls the thirsty soul 

to come to the living water. - Rev. 

22: 1F. 

4 Equal power and glory with the 

Father and Son are ascribed to him. 

(1) Names proper only to the most 

hich God are given to Him, 
Jehovah. 

Acts 28:25, And wh.n they agreed 

not among themselves, they departed 

after that Paul had spoken one word, 

Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esais 

the prophet unto our fathers, with 

Isa. 6:9-7, Also I heard the voice of 

the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, 

and who will go for us? Then 

JF Here am I; send me. 
And e said, Go, and tell this peo- 
€ Hear ye indeed, but understand 

not; nd say ye indeed, but perceive 
not. 

Heb. 3:7-9, Wherefore (as the 

Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will 

hear his voice, 

such as 

said 

Harden not your hearts, as in the 

provocation, in the day of temptation 
in the wilderness: 

~~ When your {fathers tempted me, 

proved me, and saw my works forty 

years. 

2 hut unto God. 

all hing, y yea, 3, the deep thi 

our infirmities: or we EW not what 
| we should pray for as we ought: but 

With the Paschal discourse In mind" 

TT . And’ Ta alley hie name 

the | ie i on reds pcs Massa, and Meribal, be- 

ord among 
Sn 

i, Ananias, 

ie heart to 
: "ane holy. i“ to keep 

| back part of the: Ye land ? 
“% Whiles irk Sonain a it not 

n. | thine own? “and aft or it Ws, ‘sold, was 

it not in thine owl pow: 
Hlthou conecived this te ona in thine 
heart 7. thou hist not lied unto ‘men, 

!_ why hast 

<fdy bid i proms in Sly. 5 ‘the 

| most. Thigh God are gis n to him. 
= Jmnicienc, iL Cori 

; God hati revealed them, unto’ us by 

2:40-1 11% “Bit 

: the Spirit séarcheth all 

on = God. 

0 ios 

ng 

your conscience from dead works to 

ithout ‘spot. to 

~~
» 

serve the 1 living God ! 

5 We learn from the Paschal dis- 

course that the Spirit takes the place 

of Christ himself, filling the void in 
the disciples hearts with a whole 

wealth of personal, gracious action, 

abiding, revealing, teaching, leading, 

conveying into the inmost part of 

their being the presence of Christ, so 

that while absent he would be present, 
while invisible would be seen. Sure- 
ly such a presence and such an action 

was intended to call forth on the dis- 

ciples part a reverent and loving 
reciprocation. “The Spirit -with our 

Spirit” (Rom. 8:16) isa phrase meant 

to carry endless blessed applications 

in the experiences of the: life of faith. 

6 The sacred rightfulness of our 

worship of the Holy Spirit is as sure- 

ly established as anything can be that 

rates on large and immedate teach- 
ing from the scriptures. ,° he is a 

person, if he is divine, ow can we 

help the attitude of adc: tion. Our 

‘Lord prescribes to us sue® 
when he gives His bapt: « formula, 

“In the name of the + wher, of the 

Son and of the Holy S.. it.” And 
when in the Acts and Epistles the 

Holy Spirit is set before us as pre- 

Aan attitude 

siding over the commity of saints in 

sacred majesty, above all when in the 

Paschal discourse our Lord presents 

him to our faith as co-ordinate with 

himself in “glory and grace,” “an- 

other comforter.” As we come to 

more fully recognize the character 

and work of the Spirit as a divine 

person, Jesus will unceasingly become 

the object of our faith, hope and love, 

and the more he will be glorified 

through the ministry of the blessed 
“Third Person.” 

(2) We will look next at a few of 

the names which are given the Spirit, 

and which set forth some of his blessed 

attributes. In that helpful book, 

“The Ministry of the Spirit,” by the 

FRAY 
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purge | 

Jno ld Ta 

gt Ie “Gordon, in the chapter on 
the naming of the Spirit, the author 
says, “the Son of God was named by 
the angels before his birth, (Matt 1: 21). 
Thus he came not to receive a name, 
but to fulfil a name already predeter- 
mined for him.” In like manner was 
the Holy Spirit named by our Lord 
before his advent into the ‘world. 

“And I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with 
you forever.” The meaning of this 
name can only be found in the actual 
hfe -and history of the Spirit. Only 
as we know the person can we inter- 
prete the name. | 

(1) We will consider how much is 
suggested by the word which is trans- 

{one’s aid in time of peril.” 

1 | fear of the Jews Was 

lated comforter, 

word “Paraclete.” 

cletos” 

clete 

helper, advocate, the 

The verb “Para- 

from which the word Para- 
is ‘derived, means “to call to 

Very 
beautiful is the word in its applica- 
tion to the disciples of Jesus at the 
time of che advent of the Spirit. They 

{ were in deep sorrow because of the 
er loss of the visible presence of the 

| Master: 

| of the bitter hatred of the Jews who 

They were in peril because 

were the instigators of the death of 
their Master. They were in deep per- 
plexity at the rememberance oftheir 
Master's words “If I go not away 
the Paraclete will not come.” 

their 

5 : removed, and 

was at once turned. into 3%" 

tds. i Masters — ie 

deeper meaning of his life and work, 

their understanding was enlightened 

and their perplexity was -at an end. 

How the Spirit sighed over, pitied 

and assisted those early disciples at 

every step of their journey. He be- 

came to them the real presence of 

their Master. He made the person and 
work of Christ not only a great fact: 
upon which they could center their 

faith, but an inward spiritual force 

the source of all their blessed experi- 

ences. What the word Paraclete 

meant to the first disciples it means 

to every disciple who shall live in the 
dispensation ot the Spirit.’ 

(2) Another name by which the 
Spirit is known is “the Spirit of Life.” 
Ro. 8:2, “For the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 

from the law of sin and death.” He is 

the Divine Factor in the new ereation 

of the sinner into a true child of God: 
Jon. 3:5, “Jesus answered, verily, ver- 

ily, I say unto the, except a man be 

born of water and of the Spirit, he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 

In his free and all powerful work in 

the soul which he quickensinto a sec- 

ond life, he brings it into contact with 

Jesus Christ. It is the incarnate, sac- 

rificed and glorified Redeemer that the 
Holy Life-Giver imparts, infuses and 

develops within the believer. 

In its last analysis life eternal is 

Jesus Christ himself. 1 Jon. 5:12, “He 

that hath the Son hath life.” Gal. 2:20, 

“Christ liveth in me.” Whatever may 

be found in the life and character of 

Jesus, the Spirit is seeking to make 

real in the life of every believer so 

that we will actually live our life in 

the life of another, and the very per- 

son of Christ will possess our whole 

being. The will of Christ will be 

ours; the purity of Christ will be 
ours; the love of Christ will be ours; 

the unselfishness of Christ will be 

ours; the obedience of Christ will be 

ours; the patience of Christ will be 

| tc But 

when the Spirit came, “their sorrow 

: guiding into all tryth. We 

[day of Pentecost He Spit “Has : eon. 

universally diffused in the world, 
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ours; the health of Christ will be ours; 
the zeal of Christ will be ours; the 
works of Christ will be ours. Having 
the Spirit, we should remember how 
fully and truly by the Spirit we pos- 
sess the Son. And in weakness, in 
sadness, in temptation, under the bur- 
dening sense of spiritual decline, we 
will without delay or misgiving use 
and enjoy our possession oi. tlie Son in 
the very hour of our need. 

(3) I shall mention but one more 
sacred name attached to the Spirit, a 
name given him by our Lord and 

“NO. 1. 

associated “with his work of i 1nspira- - 
tion, conviction and teaching. 
Spirit of Truth.” Jon. 14:17. 

In his promise to send the Spirit of 
Truth from the Father, our Lord very 
definitely tells us what ‘his principal 
work would be. “He shall testify of 
me.” “He will guide you with all 
truth.” “He will convince the world 
of sin.” We conclude from these words 

“The 

of -fesus that he can only be known 
by the revelation of the ‘Spirit, that 
sin can only be understood by the 
conviction of the Spirit, and the Serip- 
tures can only become spirit and life 
as the Spirit unfolds to the spiritual 
mind the mind of Christ. Scripture 
was not meant for the understanding 
only, but for the heart and life. 
We have spoken at some length 

upon the revelation of Jesus to the 
believer as his life by the Spirit, 
therefore we will in closing, look at 
His work in “convincing of sin” and 

& are greatly 
Uli » 

touching hearts everywhere. Christ 
says in the Paschal discourse concern- 

ing the Spirit “whom the world can- 
not receive.” Again he says, limiting 

the power of the comforter, “I will 

send him unto you.” “The disciples 

of Christ were to be the recipients of 
the Spirit, and his church the media- 

tor between the Spirit and the world.” 
It is as the messengers of Christ go 
into the world with the message of 
life that the Spirit witnesses to the 

message they bring, convincing of the 

sin they reprove, and recommending 

the righteousness they proclaim. The 

Spirit 1s In the church testifying of 
Christ, and through the church bring- 
ing conviction to the world. Evange- 
lization 1s necessary if men are to be 

convicted of sin and brought to Christ. 

The Spirit alone can open up to 

the soul the things of Christ we read 
of every where in the Seriptures. The 

book 1s emphatically the book of God. 

The subject of the book is beyond a 

question the person and work of 

Christ. The life of the hfiok is the 

Spirit and the truths of thie 2k can 

only be spiritually discerned. Sure- 

ly, then, the one by whose inspiration 

the book was written, and who is the 

author and giver of the new spiritual 

life in the believer, must be the one 

who alone can unfold the “hid trea- 

sures of wisdom and knowledge” 

wrapped up in the book. This is a 

part of his gracious work, and to the 

: peasant, in the pulpit 
and pew, he is ready to owide each 

child of God into the holy of holies 

of the scripture tabernacle, where a 

continuous vision of God may be had 

and where the soul may “delight it- 

self in fatness.” 

Flattery 1s a sin too little warned 

against or guarded against. When we 

| flatter we combine treachery and 

falsehood—two of the most despicable 
of sins. 


