And an Highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The Way of Holiness:

The wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. Isziah 35:8.
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A POWERFUL CHURCH.

B Y

BY SETH C. REES.

“Ye shall receive power after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you.”
There can be no success without
power. Power is the very condition
of success. It is the all-important
need of the people of God, for by its
presence failure is placed beyond the
range of possibility. The word trans-
lated 1n our authorized version as
“power”’ is the word from which the
term “dynamite” is taken. Indeed,
no violence whatsoever, is done to the
text if we read: “Ye shall receive
~ dynawmite after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you.” Behold I have
given you dynamite above all the
dynamite of the enemy.” Thus we
sce that Pentecostal power 1s, in the
~spiritual world, what dynamite is in
the material. Consider its explosive,
-overturning effects in the ministry of
the Apostles. “These that have turn-
ed the world upside down have come
hither also.” To the carnally minded,
thie” world appears right side up
- though in reality it is upside down;
and in need of the reversive dynamite
of the Holy Ghost.

This power is promised to us, and
_with it success is sure. Not only is
‘its possession a privilege, but a posi-

tive duty. We are as certainly com-
manded to “be strong in the Lord
‘and in the power of his might” as
we are commanded not to steal. . It
would, therefore, be just as proper for

you, a Christian, to get up in a class

‘or testimony-meeting, and talk about
your tendency to steal, to lust, or to

lie, as to talk about your “weakness,”

“shortcomings,” ‘“‘crooked paths,” or
“feeble remarks.” Weakness is a
spreading malady. Strength is a
spreading energy. I can not afford
to be weak, for it 18 not merely a mis-

fortune to fail—-1t 18 a crime in the.

sight of high heaven.

If a nan may be as strong financi-

‘ally as his tinancial backing, why may
we not be as strong spiritually as our
spiritual backing ? - We ought never
to think of failing uptil the resources
of heaven are completely exhausted.
We should make no arrangements for
defeat until we are certain that hea-
ven is bankrupt. If we are cabled to
the throne we may expect to fall only
when the white throne itself crumbles,
totters and goes down. Glory! Most
of Christians are looking out for a
soft place to fall. They make pre-
_ parations to tumble. They are like
the sister who said she could “never
' give up the blessed old doctrine of
falling grace.” They believe so thor-
oughly in backsliding that they in-
dulge in it frequently.

No one says that it is impossible to
backslide; but certainly it is not neec-
essary to sin. We are not preaching
impeccability, but we are magnifying
the grace of God in its ability and
power to save from sin and make the
human heart victorious. “All things
are possible with God” and “All
things are possible to him that be-
lieveth.,” Faith is the alchemy which
changes fear to courage, “crooked
paths” to king’s highways, and “feeble
efforts” to glorious “exploits.” If we
fear a fear it will come upon us. He
who indulges in talk about “crooked
paths” will have plenty of “crooked
paths” to talk about. He who refers
to his public communications as
“feeble remarks” in general describes
the true nature of what he says; if he
thinks they.are ‘“‘feeble,” they are
‘feeble,” so great 1s the importance of

I
faith.

If a man has a message from
God and delivers it “with the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven’ he will
have no occasion to speak of his min-
istry as an “effort” or “endeavor.”
Mere endeavorers do nothing but en-
deavor, and are satisfied with simply
endeavoring. They do not talk of
success. Victory is not expected. They
anticipate but little, and are never
disappointed.

Let us repeat: The Pentecostal
church is a powerful church. This
power is not the power of numbers.
Israel was often weakest as a matter
of fact when she numbered the most;
while Gideon’s three hundred were
more mighty than his thirty-two
thousand. Many a church of six hun-
dred members is filled with pygmies,
dwarfs, and stunted babies. “New-
born babes desiring the sincere milk
of the Word” they have not, neither
would they know what to do with
them if they had them, for they have
not had a convert in five years. These
stunted weaklings are “whiney,”
finicky, hard to please; they must be
petted and coddled and put up in
scented cotton, requiring the nursing
of two hard-working pastors continu-
ally.

Many a church-society with a large
membership is struggling along,
scarcely maintaining an existence:
using almost every questionable means
to eke out the money necessary to
keep the thing going, while some little
Holiness mission in New York City
which averaged onc¢ hundred and
thirty-five converts a month. Thus
we see God is not so particular about
quantity as he i1s about quality. Israel
always made a mistake when she be-
gan to consider numbers and enumer-
ate the people. God was all she
needed. The tendency of all ages is
to count noses and trust in a ecrowd.
The effort today is to make a greater
showing. Ministers: make a grave
mistake in bending every energy to
increase the membership; we need to
stop and clean up what we have. We
may carry the report ot large num-
bers to conference or our annual
gatherings, but when the judgment
day has cut our bloated statistics
down to the real count we may be
unable to recognize our congregations.
We would rather have a dozen men
and women separated from the world
and filled with condensed lightning
from the upper skies than to have a
huge convocation - of time-serving
ecclesiastics. The writer knows men
who have been fished out of the slums,
saved, wholly sanctitied, healed, and
charged with chain-lightning until he
would rather have thewn sit near the
pulpit and pray while he preaches
than to be backed by a whole bench
of bishops.

- Again, the power of the ideal Pente-
costal church is not that of intellect
or brains. We are told that know-
ledge is power, and yet many who
stuft their heads and starve their
hearts grow weaker every day. This
power of which we speak is not the
product of seminaries, colleges and
universities. It does not come by
metaphysical research or philosophi-
cal reflection. The ancient Greeks
were cultured and oftentimes refined,
but utterly destitute of this power.
The musty records of the Chinese
show a keen appreciation of scientific
methods and brains fertile in the pro-
duction of philosophies, yet the Celes-

tials, even in the palmy days of Con-

fucius, knew nothing of this power,

Corinth, noted for her rhetoricians,
famed for her learning, a sort of
modern Oxford, Edinburgh or Boston,
was notorious for vice and crime.
Many of the brainiest congregations
in cultured, hyper-refined New Eng-
land have not spiritual power enough
to withstand the most consumptive,
the sallowest, the silliest, the puniest
devil that hell ever turned out. Some
of Boston’s “four hundred” want no-
thing better than the childish, effete
religion of the heathen Burmese.
Even though it is dubbed “Christian
Science,” that does not conceal its real
character, for it is neither Christian
nor scientific. We place no premium
on ignorance. Thank God, we have
a few scholariy, representative men
who know the power of spirituality
and who are sufficiently wise as to
refrain from depending on their
learning, eloquence or erudition, but
put their confidence in the Holy
Ghost. But, alas! many a poor
preacher who is 'a D. D, LL. D.
Ph. D, should add N. G. _

Moreover, this power is not the
power of wealth. It does not consist
in flocks and herds, 1n broad acres of
verdant land, in heaps of gold and
silver, in stocks and bonds, nor in any
form of material substance. The mem-
bers of the Pentecostal church had
but little, and they sold what they
did have and flung it cheerfully into
the treasury of the Lord. In the
world, congregations are often mea-
sured by their financial standing. Not
so above. God is not after money.
He is no beggar. “The cattle on a
thousand hills are his.” In the hollow
of his hand he holds the wealth of
the universe. He hath need of no-
thing in the economic line.

In the early church money was a
secondary matter, if it was a matter
at all. To be poor did not disconcert
the preachers of primitive days.
“Silver and goid have I none,” said
Peter, as, in company with John, he
met the cripple at the temple gate. In
these days we hear of little else in
the meetings of committees, boards of
stewards, Ladies’ Aid Societies, ete.,
but the threadbare cry of “Money !
money ! How shall we raise it?”
“Where will we get the money ?” is
the first question when anything is to
be undertaken in the church. Socials,
ente“rtainments," fairs, bazaars, festi-
vals, broom-drills, kissing - parties,
Mother Goose parties, poverty suppers,
clam bakef, bean suppers, oyster stews
(with few oysters), and every other
devilish clap-trap that hell can invent

are resorted to for the purpose of rais-
ing money to carry on God’s holy
work! What a shame that we are so
poor that we must gull sinners out of
their money by selling them teu cents
worth of oysters for twenty-five cents!
Our God is not a beggar.

When - Christ commissioned His
preachers, nothing was said about
money except that a prohibition was
made to the taking of much of it on
their journeys. As the church has
grown wealthy she has always lost
her power to convict and convert sin-
ners. Some monks were busily en
gaged in counting over huge piles of
shining gold when Thomas Aquinas
entered the room. “The time is no
more when the church is compelled
to say; ‘Silver and gold have I none,
remarked one of the counters. After
a moment of grave thought the ‘Doe-
tor Angelicus” replied, “True, and the

‘time is no more when she can say,
In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, |

rise up and walk.’” It is the general
rule that the more expensive the
church edifice, the less spirituality in
the society; the higher the church
steeple, the lower the real piety.

We make a great mistake in cater-
ing to moneyed men. The writer has
often been surprised and pained to
see a man 1n “poor raiment” come
into the congregation, look in vain
for a seat, and finally forced to be
content with an inconvenient one by
the door. But let the man in “fine
raiment” and “gold ring” appear, and
instantly a half-dozen people are on
their feet motioning the visitor for-

ward, pew-doors fly open as if by
magic; all that the “moneyed man”
may have a seat.

The strength of the church does
not consist of brains, or numbers, or
culture, or rhetoric, or schools. It
does not reside in dignities, titles,
sceptres, thrones, stocks and bonds.
The strength of the ideal Pentecostal
church is the Holy Ghost himself.
He and no other is the power of this
great army of Lord. He is not a mere
influence; he is not the breath of God;
he 18 not an emanation from Diety;
he is not the abstract power of God.
He is God himself, the third Person
in the trinity. He comes into the
church by coming into the individual
members, and thus by his omnipotent
energy he purifies, electrifies and en-
dues her with power. -

-

JOHN WESLEY’S METHOD WITH INFIDELS.

GEORGE F. PENTECOST.

An infidel is one who denies the
revelation which God has made to us

of his will, love, and grace in the

Bible, and especially in the person of
Jesus Christ. There are a great
variety of infidels. The learned and
ignorant; the somewhat sincere and
the utterly insincere; the religious and
the irreligious; the infidel in disguise
and the openly defiant. They all
agree on one point, viz.,, that the
Bible is the work of man, pure and
simple; that God is not the author of
it, by inspiration or otherwise; that
the supernatural occurrences recorded
in it never occurred; that God never
spoke to man, and that all the “Thus
saith the Lords” are falsehoods or
vain imaginings. KEspecially, that the
New Testament history of Jesus is
mythiecal, or deliberately fraudulent.
We are often asked by young
Christians, and sometimes by older
ones, what answer to give to men
who deny the truth of the Bible. We
suggest the short answer of John
Wesley. We have studied this answer
very carefully, and do -not see why it
is not a complete answer to the in-
fidel objection. Infidels often, and
indeed usually, forget that their own

| positions are open to criticism, and

that it is as incumbent upon them as
it is upun Christians to make their
position good. In meeting them on
their denial of the divine origin of
the Bible, we must recognize, and so
must they, that the Bible is a fact,
and that it must be accounted for just
as any other fact. Wesley’s short
method is substantially this:

1. The Bible is a book, and if God
1S not its author, it must have been
written by some man or men without
supernatural aid.

2. It must have been written by
good men or bad men, if it was com-
posed by more than one man.

3. It it is false in- its statements
it is a bad book; therefore it could
not have been written by good men,
since good men would not have writ-
ten so bad a book as the Bible 1s, 1if
it i a false book, nor have been the

‘

authors of so great and grave false-
hoods.

4. Bad men could not and would
not have written so good a book as
the Bible is confessed to be, even by
infidels. First, because it is not poss-
ible that men who were bad enough
to have perpetrated so great a fraud,
and told or written such monstrous
lies as are contained in the Bible (if
it 1s not true), could have constructed
so sublime a philosophy of life and so
perfect a system of ethics; or coa-
ceived of so faultless and perfect char-
acter as 13 embodied and portrayed in
the person of Jesus. Second, even if
we could conceive of bad men being
able to invent the Bible, such men
would have no motive in writing such
a book, every line of which condemns
their badness and consigns them to
everlasting torment, while it instructs
them that the only way to happiness
1s through the denial of all carnal
appetites and desires, and a life of
self-sacrifice and personal righteous-
ness and holiness,. ,

5. Since, therefore, we cannot con-
ceive of good men writing so bad a
book, or bad men writing so good a
book, we must conclude that its
authorship is from another source

and that source is clearly stated in
the Bible itself.

D o

SIN IS ALWAYS OUT OF SIN.

Some things have a place and are all
right when in that place, but all wrong
when out of that proper place; other
things are of so little consequence that
whether in place orwut very little differ-
ence results; but sin has no proper place
hence is always out of place and the
worst result always follow upon its pres-
ence wherever it is found. The only re-
lation the Lord sustains to this monstrous
thing is that of enternal hostility, he does
not look upon it with the least toleration,
seeks only its complete destruction and
in the end sin must go down and out un-
der the relentless opposition of God to all
sin. Surely no one uander such conditions
can excuse sin and at the same time love
God, and the extermination of sin must
extend to its deepest roots in the human
heart. This view of sin- would make of
any one who will follow truth to its con-
clusion a second blessing holiness man!
Weslyan Methodist.

=

LOVINGLY OBEDIENT.

There is nothing more beautiful in all
the world than an obedient boy or girl.
Nothing in the way of talent, brightness,
or unusual genius can make up for diso-
bedience. It is to the discredit of not a
few bright boys and girls that they are
not obedient to their parents. To obey
is better than sacrifice—it is the bright
star that shines in the coronet of a true
boy or girl. Jesus set the example here
of a true, high-minded lad. Here is the
place of a boy’s religion; here is where
the crown and glory of a bright girlhood
is made manifest. What do our parents
ask of ust One chief thing: that we shall
be lovingly obedient. I say “lovingly
obedient,” for unless obedience is the out-
growth of love it is likely to be unnatural

and so far irksome. Remember the com-
mandment, one of the Great Ten Com-
mandments of the Hebrews. This one is
“Honor thy father and thy mother.,”—

| The Classmate.

There never can be a loss in a Chris-
tian’s life out of which a gain may not
come, as a plant from a buried seed.
There never can be a sorrow out of which
a blessing may not be born. There never
can be a discouragement which may nob

be made to yield some fruit of strength.
—J. R. Miller, D. D.

As the Dead Sea drinks in the River
Jordan and is never the sweeter, and the
ocean, all other rivers, and is never the
fresher, so we are apt to receive daily
mercies from God, and still remain insen-
sible to them, unthankfal for them.—
Bishop Reynolds.




