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THE GIFT OF TONGUES.

s

Rev, C., W. Ruth.

We do not for one moment
nor deny that there is such a
the Scriptures plainly state that there
1s. Oue might as well deny all the
gifts of the Spirit as to deny the gift
of ‘‘tongues.” But I desire to point
out some of the errors concerning the
present day teaeh ng in the movement
known as the ‘Tongue’'s Movement."
It is well to remember that all fanati-
cal movements have some truth: - but

ustually it is distorted truth, and dis-
torted truth is error.

The first error is that of giving. an
undue emphasis and prominence to the
gift of ‘‘tongues;" putting first what
God put last in the order of the gifts.
Lu-1 Cok. 4288, e shnd the- | dumierical
~order of the gilts, given, doubtless, ac-
cording to their relative value; and the
last mentioned is “d1ve151t1es of
tongues.”” We commit a grievous er-
ror when we put last what God puts
first, or first what God puts last. We
must learn to leave truth in the place
and order that God puts itidor * ' God
puts first things first and last things
last. :

This is why I do not make use of the
term ‘‘the four-fold gospel.” Says one,
Do you not believe in the four-fold
gospel?”’” I would answer, ‘“‘Yes, I be-

lieve in a hundred fold gospel “Then
why ohiect ta the s rowt-rorar
‘Because it places the qu‘bJeet of divifie

healing and of second coming on an
equality with the subject of pardon
and sanctification—as though of equal

importance. While I am a glad wit-
ness to divine healing,

question
gift, for

and rejoice in
the glorious ‘hope of I’fs coming, I am
persuaded that it ig infinitely more im-
portant that men should bLe saved and
sanctified than that they should te
healed of physical ills, or aceept - our
view of our Lord’s return. And vet
the multitude will seek physical health
before they will holiness of heart.

The second error of the
movement’’ 1s in the teaching
may have, and
tongues.

““tongues
that all
should have the gift of
After enunciating the gifts,
Paul raises the question, ‘‘Are all apos-
tles; are all prophets; are all workers
of miracles; have all the gifts of heal-
ing; do all speak with tongues?”’ L2229
30). Of course, this is just another

way of saying that all do not have the

same gift. And no one would teach
that all should be apostles, or that all

should be prophets, or teachers and
yet when it comes to ‘‘the gifts of
healing’’> and ‘‘tongues,” it is wurged

just right and living
might be

that if one was

up to their privilege, all

healed and all  should speak
with tongues. This we deny, and in-
sist that it is wholly unscriptural. As

well urge that all should be ‘‘apostles’’
and ‘‘prophets’’ a.s'urg-e that all should
speak with tongues.

It should be rempembered. that all the
gifts are in the sovereignity of God,
and that ‘‘all these worketh that one
and the selfsame S Spirit, dividing to
every man severally as i wilt e -
Kol 10

A third error, is that of . insisting
that the speaking with tongues is the
evi-

necessary accomplishment, and
dence of the Pentecostal experience.

This is as-though the sun in the solar
system needed a tallow dip to prove it
1s in the mneighborhood.
Ghost bears His own witness, and can
do so in ten thousand different ways.
One might as well insist that unless

“‘there came a sound from heaven as of

has been disproved by numbers

that Satan can

The Holy

“gifts,? and the

mighty wind,” and
ongues ¢f fire’”’.  were vis
other phenomena  of
vere present,
Holy Ghost Lad not Vef been rece:
Not only so, but it is not said ir
second chapter of Acts t hat they s
with ‘“‘unknown tongues, but
‘‘other tongue x«, 45 -the opirit

them utterance.’ This 98 dific
from the Ffgifts of tongues,” .in
there was no interpreter nccessary
the day of Penteccst, ‘‘because

every tiian heard them speak in his
language;’’ and this was the an
ment of the multitude as they excl:
ed, ‘‘How hear we-every man in
own tongue, wherein we were bo
The exercising of the ‘‘gift of tong
always requires an interpreter, ar
positively forbidden and prohibited
the church when there is no interprs
““If there be no interpreter, let
keep silence in the church.” 1 Cor
28.

A fourth error is in the ass wmp
that the ‘“‘gift of tongues’ isegfi.—.-
dence of advanced spirituality and su-
perior piety. We would insist that 211
the gifts are on this side of the thir-

teenth chapter of 1 Corinthians; that
after enumerating all the gifts, the
Apostle Paul says, ‘“And yet shew I
unto vou a more excellent way,’’ . and

gives then, the thirteenth chapter of 1
Corinthians, thus indicating that Per-

fect T,ove is ‘“‘more excelle at’! than ans:
vrtne gy, While evidently 1he! Corin-

thian church had the ‘f‘élft of tongues,”
it may be well to note that this church
gave the apostle more troukle than
any other church in the New ‘Testa-
ment; that they had ‘‘divisions;”’ had
gone to law ‘“‘brother with brother™

had misused {he sacrament of the
Lord’s supper; had among them gross
immor 1 ties, such as was ‘‘not so

much as named among the gentiles’’;
and evidently had misused the gift of
tongues which called forth the restric-
tions of the 14th chapter in the exercisel
of that gift. He said of them in the
third chapter, they were ‘‘yet carnal;”
and ‘‘babes in Christ.” So the ‘‘gift
of tongues” among them did not prove
advanced spiritualily and superior
piety.

A fifth error is in supposing that any|
sort of a inysterious gibberish or jar-
gon—though not understoed by them-
selves or anyone else—is the ‘‘gift of
tongues.” The falsity of this claim

who
cerely supposed they had the
gift of tongues and gone to the various
migsionary fields to find the ey could not
speak so as to be understood by the
natives at all—though they were sure
before going the Lord had given them
the language and called them to those
fields. TIndeed, there have been exceed-
ingly few, if any, of real authenticated
cases of the gift of tongues in these
latter days. It should be remembered
manipulate our vocal
organs just as certainly as he can any
other part of our being, as 'in the case

of witclicraft, sorcery, spir 'rappmg,

have sinc

etc., hence we need {0 heed the injunc-
tion, ‘‘Believe not every spn‘it, but try

the spirits whether they are of God."”
‘““The spirits of the prophets are sub-
ject to the prophets. For God is not
the author of eonfasmn but of peace.’’

1 do iit of tongues,
fif because _haye tnat whieh - is

more excellent’”’, and would not know
what to do with the gift ©f tongues if

ALl arals
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I had it. Second, because the com-
1% arnestly the hest

mand ‘1s, ““Covet e
gift of tongues is mnot
the best,” for greater js he that pro-
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vith be correct to say that because ten difficult than it really is, we =~ would
‘or. thousand men did the same thing, flood the world if possible with en-
eak tlierefore it is a law of the converted to couragement and hope for all who de-
ing, pray for one’s enemies, but from other sire to obtain a clean heart, but cne
iers  processes of reasoming and special micht as well try to Aly \*71thout wings -
an Statements made in the Bible we do as to rea ch the fountain of eleansmg
fter know that it is the universal rule that without first having yielded up to God
but when a man is converted he does love an unforgiving spirit and obtaining
Vhy his enemies and desires their salvation from God complete victory over it.
- as and seeks with all his might by prayer The special reason for emphasizing in
‘ted . and every other means to win them to 1-*11150&1 manner this point is because
ird, the same knowledge of the saving grace we have ohserved so many persons who
not ©f God as he has received. We know live at a poor dving rate because of
ter- that Mr. Wesley’s conversion was genu~ their unwillingness to receive from the
rry 1ne because we know that a converted Holy Spirit a forgiving spirit. A
cth, man always does what Mr. Wesley ex- Roman Catholic lay menyber somewhat
ues pressly states that he did. under the influence of strong drink en-
out ihls view of the regenerated nature wgaged in conversation with us . at. one
pon 1s not only a picture of the newly born time as we were riding on a‘ trolley
“as  soul but it'is a faithful description of car hastening to the funeral of a
em1 the perpetual attitude of the spirit of {iriend and this man declared: that he
7ho a conver man, for he who would knew personally two nelghbors who
ese Obtain the fOI‘ﬂ”‘lVDness of his own sins were enemies of each other’ "and' tle
r a 1ust forgive others their sins against priest besought them to' Le. reconcﬂed
or- himself, and ke who would retain the One man was at the gates of death
£0 forngehe ss of God must continue to and the other in health. At the solici-
e wucuner  tnere pe ongues, they forgive those who have trespassed tation of the priest the well aman enter-
shall cease.” 1 Cor. 13:8. I prefer to against him. Thus it is that all of ed the room ~where his enemy lay sick
seek that which ‘‘abideth’ and is ‘‘the those states of mind which are some- and besourrht him to forglve his-_past

greatest.”” Amen.—Tract Form Chris-
tian Witness Co.

THE FRUIT OF CONVERSION.

A crisis came¢ in the life of the Rev.
Joiin Wesley (n Wednesday, May 24,
1738, €eXper-
tence known aiaong Methodists as con-
version. At about five o‘clock in the
norning he opened his Testament and
read these words, ‘‘There are given
unto us exceeding great and precious
promises, even that we shouid be par-
takers of the divine nature.” A little
later that same day he again opened
this book and read, ‘“Thou art not far
from the kingdom of God.” In the
atternoon of that day he attended ser-
vice at St. Paul’s and the anthem was,
“Out of the depths have I called unto
Thee, O Loord: Lord, hear my voice. O,

‘xr.k;[)jq 110 D }I‘v'i' .’.)1“0(1 iil T Lli'c:

let thine ears consider well the voice
of my complaint. If thou, Lord, wilt
be extreme to mark what is done
amiss, O, Lord who may abide? For
it is mercy with thee; therefore shalt
Thou be feared. O Israel, trust in the
Lord. Tor with the Lord there is

nercy, and with Him is plenteous re-
demption, and He shall redeem Israe
from all hlS sins.”’ In the evening of
that day Mr. Wesley went unwillingly
to a society meeting where one was
reading ILuther’s preface to the Apos-

tle to the Romans and of this meet-
ing Mr. Wesley records in his journal

““About a quarter before nine, while he
was describing the change which God
works in the heart through faith in
Christ, I felt my heart strangely warm
ed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ
alone, for salvation; and an assurance
was given me that He had taken
away my sins, even mine, and saved

‘me from the load of sin and death. I

began to pray with all my might for
those who had in a mean special man-
ner despitefully used me and persecuted,
me. I then testified openly to all there
what I now felt in my heart.’”’

Special attention is hereby directed
to the fruit of conversion mentioned by
Mr. Wesley in the statement that he
began to pray as soon as converted for
his enemies. It is not only the {act
that he prayed for his enemies at once,
but all that such praying stands for to
vitich we would especially direct atten-
It would not be a correct process
of reasoning to infer from the fact that
one man as soon as converted took to
praying for his en:mies, nor would it

tion.

rwickded and absurd thing

times called holding grudges and hat-
ing certain persons and wishing evil
towards them is plucked up by the
roots at the very start and. these up-
rooted evils should never ke allowed to
gain a hold upon the

It 1s certainly

heart again’

am erroneous if not 2.
when perscns
e to the altar se 61\11’”“
they should be obliged to
yugh hours of severe
bring themselves to

o

pass
struggle to
the point where
can forgive some one. He who

».....

holds
malice or enmity toward any human
being and permits that to influence his
spirit or conduct in relation to that
person has no just ground whatever for
laying any claim at all to being a con-
verted man. He may have been con-
verted but if he was, he ceased to hate

his enemies and began immediately to

love themn, and if he does not now love
them although he may have been once
converted,
his enemy an unconverted man.

of the most
failures we

\JOIIl‘q
shocking and disastrous
have ever noted in revival
work and especially at the altars of the
Church have come from a failure to
recognize actual relations toward God
in this matter of loving or hating
eticttes. We have seen persons strug-
gling for hours to reach a point where
some old grudge could be forgiven and
failing in this souls have turned back
to perdition. We fear that very often
the experience of entire sanctification is
preached as a cure for an  unforgiving
bitter spirit. We are certain beyond
any controversy that this is
with untempered mortar, is the work

of. 3, nex rice and not of a true teacher -

of the Gospel, it in reality the work of
the devil and not of the Holy Spirit.
In all kindness and yet in unwavering
fidelity preachers of the Gospel should
go everywhere proclaiming that he who
possesses an unforgiving spirit toward
any of God’s creatures is himself walk-
ing in darkness and unless he repents
and obtains forgiveness and a - grace
which enables him to forgive all per-
sons is and must be in eternal - dark-
fiesss It -iw'iag v eruel thing to delude
souls into imagining that while yet
possessed of a b1tt'ei? wicked spirit to-
ward any human being such a person
is a proper candidate for the experience
ol entire sanctification. We would be

careful not to cause any one to cast
aside his confidence, we would strictly
avold making the way to appear more

a clean heart

within his own heart hatred or’

~stant the Holy Spirit performs

is all the time while hating

daubing

“qlenomination.”’

offenses. The sick man prompted by
the priest declared that he would for-
give his ‘neighbor, at which the priest
rejoiced, but his j'ov'wa;s soon biijt off
when the sick man reinarked, “This
‘holds good if I die but- ifs fret well
there is nothing to it. Al w.dked ma-
licious hatred is of the devil and is
peculiarly the trait ‘-of character by
which he is most eonspleuously known,
therefore he who kas the spirit of ‘wick-
ed hate or even of mild enmity 'm his
heart against a human being and  per-
mits that to have any influence’ upon
his own conduct is acting with ‘the na-
ture of Satan rather than the nature of
God. It would be well if there - ‘¢ould
come a revival of the old- orwmal Wes-
leyan type of experiénce, ‘that the * in-
the
work of regeneration and the new life
hegins to pulsate within, the he'art thus,
renewed cries out in behalf éven of the
most bitter and unrelentmg of enemles.
Wesleyan Methodlst iadgn

A minister of marked abﬂnty, annoy-
ed by unpleasant things, which he sup-
posed existed only in his denomma—

~tion, thought to get rid of them all by

uniting with another denomination. He
made the change. He succéeded in his
new denomination, and became one of
its foremost ministers.: Many  years
after a young minister of the denomin-
ation which he had left visited the dis-
tinguished divine to tell him of " his
difficulties and ask his advice about
changing his denominational relatlons

The older man heard Him patlently, as
~he told of lack of appreelatlon

" hin-
drances to advancement, small salary,
etc., and then said to him with much
'emph-asi%' "“Go back to your church,
and stick to it. You will find qulte as
many disagreeable things in any other
Which was
advice. And'it applies equally to the
people, other than ministers, who go
from church to church to avoid diffi-

culties or to better their eend1t1-op.—
Exchange i
“Pray therefore.” Prayer is = not

words merelv but work; not a f“u‘nstlt-
ute for labor but lakor itself. When
men’ pray they are employmg sp1r1tua1
[orces as real as the material forees, of
gravitation and coheslon The ey liber-
ate energy which works at the deepest
roots of human need. We never do
finer work than when we ﬁnely prav

—Rev, } H, Jowett, D D
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