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PERFECT YET PRESSING. 

CoiWe Ruth 

In Philiviars, third 

Tourteenth verse, Paul says, ‘I 

toward th: nrark for the prize of Hig 

high callir » of God in Chr ist Jesus,’ 

and then says in the very next verse, 

“Let ‘us therefore, 

fect, be thus minded.” 

cluded himself with such 

fect,” doubtless referring to the pers 

fection of love, he is still on the stretch 

for’ more. While he claims Christian 

perfection he is still pressing forward, 

and “reaching forth unto those things 

chapter, and 

press 

as many as be per- 

While he in- 

‘as be. pets 

which are before.” 3 

Perhaps the greatest danger of all 

Christians is that of resting in a past 

and taking for gnanted, that 

experience 
experience 

because of some glorious 

and marvelous manifestations of the 

Spirit in the past we are right, thus 

settling down in a sort of complacent, 

self-satisfiech condition. This is the 

beginning and explanation of much of 

the back-sliding of the day. Ome could 

not well backslide while pressing for- 

ward. 

We need ever to remember that im- 

with our be- 

physically or 
mobility is inconsistent 

ing, either mentally, 

spiritually: 

grade; we will increase or decrease; we 
we must advance or retro- 

cannot stand still; and 

this true in Christian life. 

and satisfactory heart 

especially is 

In order to 

retain a clear 

experience there must be continual ad- 

It would prove fatal to regard 

glorious, as a 
vance. 
any experience, howeve 

finality. Whatever the experience of 

the past, it should be regarded as pre- 

something better; as a 

altitudes of 
paratory to 

stepping stone to higher 

grace. 

While one cannot grow into sanctifi- 

cation any more than one could grow 

into justification, seeing in either case 

it is a divine act—an act of God, 

divinely inwrought—it is nevertheless 

true that after the heart has been fully 

cleansed from all sin, and been made 

holy, . there 1s 

growth in grace, and continual advance 

in the deep things of God\ Indeed, this- 
is the condition and experience where 

the obstacles to growth have been re- 

limitless and endless 

moved, and progress may now be made 

by leaps and bounds. 

Men frequently inquire, 

perfect, how could you grow?’ We may) 

illustrate by two children: 

“If you were 

One is de- 

formed and diseased, while ‘the other is 

perfectly formed and in perfect health; 

which would of these two children 

grow most rapidly ? Of course every 

one would say the one enjoying periect 

health. We would answer, 

fect health is to the body, 

perfection is to the soul; 

lady, a disease of the soul; wholeness, 

spiritual soundness, perfect soul health. 

A child may be just as perfectly form- 

ed and enjoy as perfect health as does 

an adult, and yet continue to 
But we must 

What per- 

Christian 

sin 1s a ma- 

gTOW. 

continually distinguish 

between growing in grace and growing 

into grace. As we cannot grow into 

pardon, no more can we grow into pun- 

ity. A child can never grow clean. 

But says one, ‘Suppose the child has 

grown to manhood, and so reached his 

full stature, how could such an one 

continue to grow?’ Of course such an 

one could not continue to grow taller 

physically; and yet such an one would 

continue to grow in strength, in know- 

ledge and in usefulness; while he may 

not have more avoirdupois, nor be 

larger physically, 

comes a larger man as the years go 

by. Even so, after a heart has once 

been cleansed from all sin and perfect- 

ed in love, 

he nevertneless be- 

it is penfect as to quality 
and therefore cannot be made more 

pure, yet such an one may increase in 

spiritual power and knowledge and use. 

fulness, and continually receive more 

pure love in his pure heart, and so 

““‘orow up into him in all 

which is the head, even Christ.” 

But it seems to me that the language 

of Paul denotes even more than would 

be implied by the term growth, He 

things, 

says; ‘I. PRESS 

his denotes intensity; he is 

particular attention, and diligence, ap- 

plying himself, and with consecration 

and concentration putting forth real 

effort. to reach a certain goal. He 

doubtless has in mind the Olympian 

race-course, where 

energy is bent on 

There is a sense in 

toward the mark.” 

giving 

games and every 

nerve and 

winning the prize. 

every 

which one may grow without much 

effort, but Paul has evidently caught a 

oH of some mountain peaks of 

Christian experience he has not yet at- 

tained, though he had obtained Chris- 

tian perfection, and as though he were 

on the race-counse, he presses , forward 

for ‘the prize of the a calling of 

God in Christ Jesus.’ This is evi- 

dently the lack and the need of many 

of our holy people today; instead of 

acting as though we lead all, we need 

to redouble our diligence, buckle the 

anmor on a little tighter, and ‘‘press 

toward the mark for the prize.” 

‘What was this “‘prize’’ for which he 
A 

made such strenuous effort? ‘The ‘con: 

text would imply that it was none 

other than a martyr’s crown. Surely 

this would suggest to us a greater 

self-abandonment, and self- 

than many of us have yet 

kbown. Not only could he say, ‘What 

things were gain to me, those 1 count- 

loss for Christ,’” but also said, 

“(Neither count I my# life dear unto my-
 

self.’ <Alcts "20:24. 

As one walks 

peaks pointed out by Paul in his letter 

to the Ephesians, such as, ‘‘Be filled 

with ‘the Spirit,” 5:18; “The fullness of 

Christ,” 4:13; “Filled with all the full- 

ness of God,” 3:19; “‘Sealed with that 

holy Spirit of promise,” 1:13; CUA per 

fect man unto the measure of the stat- 

ure of the fullness of Christ,”’ 4:13; 

«“I'ne unsearchable riches of Christ,” 

i Fs “Holy and without blame,” 1:4; 

and remember that in addition to all 

these, He is still ‘‘able to do exceed- 

ing, abundantly above all that we ask 

or think, according to the power that 

surely one must 

he had 

self-denial, 

sacrifice 

among the mountain 

worketh in us,’’ 3:20, 

exclaim as did Joshua, after 

been in Canaan a number of years, and 

was old and stricken in years, ‘‘These 

remaineth yet very much land to be 

possessed.” Joel, | C301. Christian, 

Witness. 

1,OY AL TY ‘T'0! THE CHURCH. 

We often hear exhortations to be 

loyal to the church. And if one ‘does 

not fall in with and endorse every- 

thing that is done by the church he is 

called disloyal. Loyalty is a tern that 

evidently needs defining. The church is 

an organization for the advancement’ of
 

the Kingdom of God. This is the end 

and unless it accom- 

exist. 
of “itdiexistence 

plishes this, it has no call to 

Church history shows that very many 

times the visible church has been the 

greatest obstacle to the progress of the 

Kingdom of God. 

We once heard a bishop say that the 

tendency of all great churches has al- 

ways been towards corruption. As fer- 

vid piety has begun to abate, unspirit- 

ial men have obtained possession of 

the government of the church. Only 

that is true loyalty which makes the 

church spiritual. If pirates seize the 

ship and attempt to turn it into other 

channels and throw overboard the car-- 

go, it is loyalty to protest and to pre- 

vent it if possible. If unspiritual men 

desire to throw overboard the doctrines 

and experiences of the church it is our 

duty as loyal members to protest and 

to contend against it. Loyalty to 

them would ibe disloyalty to the church. 

Anything that makes the church less 

spiritual or less effective in getting 

men saved ought to be exposed and 

resisted. It is a false loyalty that sits 

down and 

plies and munitions of war to fall into 

the hands of the enemy. It is a false 

loyalty that approves of such a course. 

It is a false loyalty of Jesus that will 

ism to stand in the way of spiritual 

triumphs. 

allows the military sup- 

THE KING'S HIGHWAY. 

It seems to be impossible for some 

people to understand how any one can 

stand in defense of the truth and be 

loyal to the church. We never yet 

heard of a holiness fighter exerting 

himself to bring the church up higher. 

of such an opposer We never heard . 

weeping in secret or in public because 

the church was falling in spiritual 

power and failing to save men. But we 

have known many who have wept and 

prayed before God for the welfare of 

as they saw it departing from 

what Mr. Wesley calls ‘‘The Methodist 

testimony.” We believe in that kind 

of loyalty that really loves the church 

and grieves when the banner trails in 

the dust. Holiness professors as a rule 

love the church. You will find them ir 

the most important work—the spirit- 

They can be counted on at 

Zion, 

ual work. 

the prayer meeting and class meeting. 

They will mot neglect the special reviv- 

al services in order to attend gather- 

ings for pleasure. They put the spirit- 

ual interests of the church first and re- 

ject anything that calls the attention 

of the church away from spiritual 

things. In this they are helping the 

and only this 

Loyalty to 
church fulfill its mission, 

is loyalty to the church. 

Jesus is the only true church layalty. 

uti loyalty to ‘ecelesiasticism and mere 

denominationalism is often mistaken 

for loyalty to the church. The pro- 

fessors of holiness want to see all the 

church spiritual. They desire no more 

new church organizations. They De- 

church machinery enough 

What they are 

after-is power in the machinery. They! 

will stay in the church and be loyal 

lieve there is 

now to save the world. 

to Jesus as the best way of being 

loyal to the church, if permitted.— 

Christian Witness. 

FOR THE HOUSEWIIE. 

Do not make a bughear of company. 
277\ 

1 

Treat your chance guest as you would 

is better than 

i ergency. 

The ‘‘dish of welcome” 

the most elaborate menu without it, 

and an embarassed hostess seldom 

makes a satisfied guest. One 1s not 

supposed to visit you for the sake of 

the food set before her. Give the best 

you have, cordially, cheerfully, and if 

your guest is worth the trouble, she 

will appreciate the situation. 

“A feast or a famine’’ describes some 

housekeeping failures; too 

thing with too little of another; and 

nuch of one 

this is generally due to the lack of 

harmony between the views of the one 

who pays the bills. 

should be appropriated for table ex- 

penses, be it little or much, and by 

this means, 

A certain amount 

the housewife will always 

know how to proportion her buying. 

During the hot months 1ry all the 

labor-saving appliances you can man- 

age. Try to get the heaviest cooking 

done early in the morning, arrange 

matters so that the house will not 

have to be heated up for the dinner 

preparation, whether the dinner is at 

twelve or at six. Many things ade just: 

as good cold or reheated as though 

just out of the oven, and these can 

be prepared in the cool of the morn- 

ing. Do not have pies or puddings, ii 

you can have fresh fruits. Salads can, 

in many instances, take the place of 

the accustomed meats, and it would 

be better for both the health and the 

pocketbook to ignore the butcher 

For hot weather drinks there is noth- 

ing better than those made of cold 

water and fruit juices. Acid fruit 

juices are best with which to quench 

thirst. Fruit punches are easily made, 

if the housewife remembers to bottle 

plenty af fruit juices when canning the 

fruits.—Selected. 

Neven, never 

praise. 

wait for post-mortem 

Speak the kind words which 

love prompts, and remember that 

words of loving kindness are the best 

possible tonic which can be given, even 

to the happiest of the mortals.—Kate 

Tannatt Woods. 

EFFECTIVE PREACHING. 

By 1. F. Baker. 

The prophets used to say, ‘‘The bur- 

den of the Lord.” Much of the 

ing of the present day seems to have 

lost the burden of a message. Elo- 

quence is carefully studied, with rhe- 

constructed sentences 

ministerial 

preach- 

toric and wel 

A very carefully adjusted 

with polished manners, 

important. But the burden of the mes- 

sage is not manifest. It is hardly 

possible for us to impress others when 

impressed our- 

dress, is also 

we are not seriously 

selves. 
goes before his peo- 

that 

he groans in his spirit as a ‘‘cart un- 

When a preacher 

ple weighed with his subject so 

der sheaves,” he is sure to impress 

others. One who was noted for his 

power to impress and win men, was at 

one time late at the time appointed 

fon services to commence. Some One 

was sent to see what delayed him. As 

he came near his study he heard talk- 

ing. He listened and caught the words 

“I cannot go unless you go with me.’ 

Presently he appeared before his peo- 

ple, and the power that attended the 

service was wonderful. Paul said af 

“1 would know their power.’ 

to-day is 

one time, 

What is needed power that 

moves towards God. 

needs -divine Divine work power. 

Nothing can change the heart of sinful 

men but God's power. Our Tap t 

may be ever so complete, as relates to 

unction OIE WOEK: 1Sy 8 allure. reel 

sure that the tendency of these times 

llectual at the is to cultivate the inte 
+1 

expense of the ral:, hence we have 
k 

) 

so much of ineffectual preaching. 

9g 1 3 1 

I would not advocate the emotional, 

PLY iz 

God breaks up the heart of the preach- 

er with tenderness, others will be melt- 

ed. It takes moisture to cause seed to 

sprout. [ee 

I heard one of our old preachers say 

ministry he used to weep very much. 

allow loyalty to a mere ecclesiastic- 

the Lord to help him overcome it, and 

for thirteen years he coul« 

tear. He came to feel that he would 

It has been said it is hard to get 

tears thmough a manuscript. Our work 

ity, but to rescue men from death; to 

build men and women into Jesus 

Christ. Nothing lifies a preacher 

as well as the of the Holy 

Ghost. Many 1ave gone the 

rounds of the schools need to take a 

with God.— post.graduate course 

World’s Crisis. 

MINISTERIAL, EFFICIE hah AND 

SUFFICIENCY 

of the 

representative of 

40 

A minister gospel is God’s 

ambassador, the 

Jesus Christ as his messenger to the 

Christian Church 

He represents a royal King, the 

as a corporate body. 

inter- 

odom, and he has a 

deliver. It 

humanity and divinity to constitute an 

ests of a royal king 

royal message to takes 

individual an efficient and a suffictent 

minister; perhaps we had better ex- 

that it tak 

inbreathing and 

press it, es a man with the 

empowering of divine 

divine divine unction, 2 1 

11 ght, power, 

divine inspiration to constitute an ac- 

ceptable successful ambassador. Effic- 

iency emlhodies human endowments and 

acquirements, human qualifications—of 

birth, 
C persistent toil and effort. Sufficiency 

of education, of discipline and 

ine endowments and eni- 

5 pe rtinent 

Who 1s 

things?—Evange- 

embraces div 

powering. St. Paul asks th 

and heart-searching fer 

sufficient for 

lical 

these 

Messenger 

aa) . . 
There is no excuse for mot having a 

thankful heart. It costs nothing to be 

grateful. 

How much are you worth to God? 

ERE BTR A 

CAMP MEETING DOS AED DON'TS. 

Come to camp meeting expecting to 

do something. Don’t come a$ a shirk. 

Do exalt Jesus in 

and acts, for He has said, ‘If 
1 

all your words 

Ik 5 

draw all men unto 

me."’ 

i xpect to preach and do your best 

to make the meeting a success, but 

don’t try to take part in every  ser- 

vice. Give a chance for 

Do preach the Bible. 

a variety. 

There are many 

great branches of learning, but you 

would probably get stuck if you tried 

to lecture on any of them. 

Do stick to the 

for in 

Bible and salvation, 

that you should be proficient. 

There are many educated men ignorant 

as a Hottentot of the word of God so 

be a specialist. 

Don’t testify, or pray, or talk in ev- 

ery meeting, or a half of them. A 

meeting rider is a meeting hinderer. 

Do make your 

short. 

sermons reasonably 

If you are filled with your mes- 

sages you can make 
hall an hour to fill 

enough points in 

mind; 

what more is said runs over and is 

wasted. 

the average 

Don’t make vour talks long just be- 

cause you have no point to make. Do 

quit and let some one else try. 

Do come to camp meeting filled with 

Spirit If the Spirit doesypots- 

have His way with us, to the extent 

4 5 Gr) pa 
the Holy 

of the hinderance there will be qa fail- 

Do abide in your calling and use the 

brilliant in some other line. 

Do up all the praying you can ‘be- 

fore vou get to the 

and in your tent 
try to catch 

1 

public. 

meeting, 

Don’t 

up by long prayers in 

camp 

afterwards 

Do have grace enough to listen as 

well as talk. You might learn some- 

oo n't i ret that you will be ‘in 

somebody’s way if you talk in every 

meeting; ahd "even if ‘you ‘say. some 

good things people will get tired of 
oY 

you. 
o 

How many hours have you prayed 

for the salvation of souls at the com- 

Well, ing camp meeting? Not many? 

ret ‘at jo 

Don’t come to camp meeting with the 

idea of 

It may be an old-time machine, but if 

o
e
 

re-modeling the running gear. 

so it’s past fixing. Just help fire it up 

and get all the service and speed out 

of “it you ¢an; or if You are mot con: 

tent to do that it would be cheaper 

and less work to find one modern and 

up to date, and ride in it. Do . 

to work for 

come 

the salvation of souls.— 

‘The Pentecost. 

“It is remarkable that, mnotwith- 

standing all the eflorts to destroy the 

Word of God, it liveth and abideth 

forever. ‘Heaven and earth 

shall pass away, ay! my word shall 

3,000,000 not pass away.” Nearly 

Bibles were printed and circulated last 

year. Joseph Cook asks: ‘Do you 

know a book that you are willing to 

put under your head for a pillow when 

you lie dying? Very well; this is the 

book yd want to study while you are 
living. There is but one such book in 

the world.” 

mitted through 

up to the taste 

ht and it was followed by such 

that it should be a 

human race. 

The first sin was con 

and sig 

pleasures of 

awful retribution 

whole 

Most of our trouble 

comes through the lust of the eye and 

an- ungoverned appetite.—Vanguard. 

warnine to the 

and disease still 

A preacher who has to join a world- 

ly organization to help his influence 

among the ungodly, shows that he has 

A holy man 

can trust the Holy hh to give him 
1 +h A 

all the 

er of Jesus Christ.—Selected. 

a very feeble character 

irifluence he needs as a preach- 

“The country that has had no great 

men, occupies little room in history." 


