Tanio

1

P

hloa

The wayfaring men, though fools, shall rof err therein.—Isaiah 35:8
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WEIGHTS.

By I,. Milton Williams.

ILet us lay aside every weight—Heb.
R

How frequently we hear, when.in a
testimony meeting, perSons tell /< Jieny
long ago since they began the Christian
race, and yet how dead and dry
void of spiritnal power they seem to
Be. Stereotyped pravers, that do not
kindle nor awaken heaven-born desires
for a closer walk with God. Somewherd
we heard of an old lady who in giving
in her testimony said, “‘I'riends, forty
years ago the fires of salvation were
kindled in my heart, thank God, there
is a spark left.” The fire had been kin-
dled forty years previous and after
that elapse of time, only a spark re-
mained. It would seem to us that the
fire was all gone. Kvidently the old
lady had not made much development,
or growth in grace. It would 1look to
us as 1f instead of running forward, she
had been - backing off for some time.
Alas, how true that is of great num-
bers who make a profession of salva-
tion these days. Instead of a happy on-
ward march, they have become cold
and dead, with no signs of spiritual life
about them, more than a perfunctory
service. We greatly fear a great mis-
take was made in the time they sup-
posed they started in the race. Holding
to those customs, from which the apos-
tle draws his illustration, we remem-
ber that the weights were worn until
the hour to go wupon the race track;
then the weights were discarded and
away dashed the runner. A lot of peo-
ple imagine they are on the race course
~and running when, as certain as they
exist, they are not. They make a pro-
fession and imagine they are Christiang
“running the race,” when such, is not
the case. You ask me how I know and
I reply, ““Because they have not laid
aside their weights.” They still wear
them, consequently they are not on the
race track at all. Their weights still
cling to them and while they profess
to be running they absolutely make no
progress whatever, and are like a com-
pany of soldiers making time, lifting
their feet and setting themn down  in
the same place. They make all the mo-
tions of one walking, or of one that
1s moving forward, but thev remain in
the same spot. Thev make a profession
of salvation, but it is only profession.
What a spectacle for Heaven and earth
to look at, and hell to delight over.
What is the matter > They have not
laid aside their weights and are not in
the race at all. The same apostle in
his letter to the Colossians, third chap-
ter and eighth verse, tells us of the
things to put ofl. *‘But now ye also
put ofl all these, anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy communication out
ol your mouth.” I.ct us look at a few
of them.

ANGER. It does not say temper but
anger. Sometime ago a lady was'at the
altar crying and having quite a strug-
gle. A worker asked her what she was
having such a struggle over, when be-
tween her sobs she cried, “I lost my
temper,”’ to which the worker replied,
“Well, may you losc it and never find
it.”” They both were wrong; she did
not nor could not lose her temper. Samny
Jones said, that temper was never
spoken of in the Greek as a noun but
as a verb to temper. A blacksmith
takes a piece of steel that kas lost its

and

power to hold an edge and he has a
double process of tempering it with
fire and water so that it can be of ser-

vice again. We all have a certain tem-

permanent or steadiastness about us to
control us. God wants us to have the

power about us to say ves to his will,

or to say no to every temptation of
the devil, but we lost our power to

in . tihe
fall in the garden and our temperament
or stcadlastness, under the power. and
control of the ‘‘carnal mind,”’ does not
hold nor keep us steady and, under pro-
vocation gives way, and anger is born,
and sin is committed. To get angry is
to commit sin. Cain killed Abel in a
Anger has caused multitu-
des of murders to be committed, brok-
en up howmes, caused suicides and helped
to populate hell. When you got angry
a murderer’s sin lay at your heart’'s
door. When you struck that child in
anger the thing that caused murder
was nigh your heart. It is not strange,
that God in his infinite goodness takes
away so many little ones these days.
Loooking down he seces the carnality
rife in the hearts of the parents, and
to save the little bodies from many a
hard blow, struck by an angry hand he
takes them away. You may go to the
bureau drawer and take out that little
blue shoe or some other little keepsake
that once belonged to the little one,
and when yvou do, the devil will always
be on hand to bring up to your memni-
ory the blows you struck that child
when angry. How much did you feel
like praying when you were angry ?
What sharp sarcastic words sprang
from your lips, words yvou have wished
many times you had not uttered. Alas,
what a heavy weight it is. How it has
loaded you down and kept you cold in
vour heart and ont of the race.
have you put ofl your anger ? Come, be
as honest with yourself in answering
this question as you will at the judge-
ment. How long since you were angry?
One Sunday afternoon, some years ago
in a western town, at the close of a
Bible reading on the subject of a clean
heart, a lady came to us saying,
“Brother Williams, I am deeply inter-
ested in this subject and would like for
you, to call on me at my home.” ' We
seldom do this but something in her
“*“We will do so to-
morrow afternoon.” I'aking a broth-
er with us we went to the address she
had given us. We found the home in a
pleasant part of the town and every-
thing denoted comfort and reflinement.
The lady herself answered our ring, but
on opening the
face red and
sive weeping.

hold an edge away back there

fit of anger.
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face led us to say,

door we dl.scox-ercd her
eyes swollen from exces-
ohe led the way to the
parlor and after we were seated said,
I am deeply interested in
preaching and I felt that I must
sation with you. My husband
has quite a large business, wholesale
and retail grocer, but he is all wrapped
up in his business and cares nothing
about religion. I have been a professor
and a member of the church for sixteen
vears. My husband "used to attend
church with me but has not done so for
some time. I have been aroused by your
preaching; my experience is very un-
satislactory. I get angry so ofter and
do so many things I ought not to do,
things that a Christian should not do.
Sometimes when 1 punish
children very severely and
am very sorry and spend much time in
prayer for forgiveness

your
have
a conver

ancry
afterwards

and sometimes

have to ask the childred to forgive
me.”’
And as she proceeded we learncd ithe

reason ol her swollcn eves and l[ace.
Iier husband seldom canmie home for his
noonday meal until one p. but that

morning he had come 1much earlier.

my

Some of the clerks Lkad gone off on a

spree and had not returned that morn-

ing. Orders were pouring in and to
facilitate business matters he had
sprung into the delivery wagon  and

made some deliveries himself. Being in
that neighborhood about eleven-thirty,
to save time, he rushed in and wanted
his dinner at once. Gf course she did
not have it prepared, but crowded with
business cares and unsaved Biso.. . he
had spoken quickly and wanted it in a
hufry. ohe had answered rather sharp-
Iy and the retorts flew back and forth
getting sharper, until a good old-fas-

hioned family row was on, which re-
sulted in the husband leaving the

house, slamming the door behind him,
going back to his business without his

dinner, and she had taken a good two-

hour’s ery and had not gotten over it

when we arrived. While she was talk-
ing to us a pair of chubby twin bO}';'
were playing on the floor. At just that
stage of her story something happened
on the floor between the boys and the
scene of the morning was enacted over,
only on a minor sacle. One little fellow,
becoming very angry, let fly some of
the play things at his brother which,
had it struck him in the face would
have disfigured the little fellow for life.
I'rightened, he sprang up and with his
angry brother in hot pursuit around
the room and over the furniture they
went. The mother caught hold of the
angry boy but he struggled, kicked and
tried to bite her. She put him into an

adjoining room and locked the door,
but one might have thought a dozen

bovs all intent on
+lo duul

made.

sinashing through
e IoIse Tic
ohe took him out to the kitchen
quicting him with a lump of sugar and
then threatened him with future pun-
ishment, when the preacher had gone.
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ohe returned to the parlor irving ' to
make some excuse and sav ing she

would punish him for his conduct. We
sald, ‘“‘You have mno right to punish
that child for doing the things he sces
you, his mother, do. You have sat
there and explained how vou when an-
gry have punished the child until con-
demned for your harshness have had
to ask, both he and ! God ,to forgive
you. Only this day you have run his
father out of the house and without his,
dinner, have sent him back +to his
business in a very uvhappy state of
mind, and all this over the professing
of bemo a Christian, a Christ-like in-
dividual. No wonder your husband does
not believe in religion, and refuses to
attend church with you. Your boy is a
witness to your actions, and does as he
sees vou do. Your hushand has no con-
fidence in you as a Christian nor the
Christianity that you proless. Sister,
before you can get a dean heart you
will need to cry to Gdd to forgive you
your sins and be conwvirted. The Bible
says, ‘He that committeth sin is of the
Devil,” and that ‘he tiat is born of
God doth not commitsin.’ No one can
remain God’s child anc.do as you have

done this morning.”’ slas, what num-

bers there are professimr to be God's
children and getting argry over and

over and still professin: to be “‘running
the race” when the pldn truth is they
have not vet, “‘laid asid ev ery weight.”
What a hmvv weight inger is. Reader
have you laid it asideé? ‘A crowd of
witnesses are w atching your eve ery ac-
tion, listening to every word,

W R\ . How often we repeat
prayer, ‘‘forgive’

the
as
that [respass against
us.”” If God should ansver that praver,
what a crowd therewould he

s oL trcspassu

we forgive those

who
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make a profession of Salvation  that
would never find a pardon from their

sins. Turn to Mark, eleventh chapter
and twenty-sixth verse. It is Jesus
that is speaking about forgiving those

“But and 1l
ye do not forgive, neither will your
father which is in heaven forgive vour
trespass.”’” Turn again to Matthew {ifth
chapter and forty-fourth verse, ‘“‘But I
say unto you, love your enemies, bless
them that curse vou, do good to them
that hate you and pray for them that
despitefully use vou, that ye may be
the children of vour Father which is in

that trespass against us.

heaven.”” Reader, do you :. 40 that ?
Come, honestly down in your own

heart answer this question; do vou love
your enemies and prav for those that
despitefully use you ? Have vou no
hard heart towards
anybody ? No matter if they did wrong
vou, you cannot harbor a hard feeling
in your heart towards them and retain
the smile and approval of God. Wrath
1s a weight that will keep yvou -off the
race track and send vou to the pit. It
will have to be ‘‘laid aside’ before you
can have God’s smile.

We were conducting a series of evan-
gelistic meetings in a large beautiful
church in an eastern city. The pastor’s
wife had a very serious look on her
face, and at the close of an afternoon
service, came to us with the question,

“Brother Williams, what is the mat-
ter with me > When we first entered the
ministry, I (I(-:ll*ghted to assist my hus-
>and in the work of the church and lead
prayer-ineetings and sing and testify
and enjoyed mvsell, but for eicht years
1 have never opened my lips in public
to pray or testify. In fact I feel like I
had lost all the salvation I ever had.
Do tell me what is the matter ?” We
replied, ‘‘Sister, if you once knew God,
than something happened back there
that God could not smile upon and you,
have lost his approval.” “How shall I
find out what it was ?" she asked.
“Don’t vou know of anything ?"’ *‘No,

feclings in your

what shall T do ?” to which we re-
plied,” *Guess)’’ -and 1eft Her.”’ That
evening she came again saying, ‘Do
you believe this is the trouble?’’ and

then proceeded to explain, “‘about ejght
years previous on a former charge a
woman cruelly slandered my husband.
It was so bad that we were removed to
another conference. Of course, I felt
very bitterly towards her. About two
years passed when I received a letter
from her saying she was Very sorry for
what she had done and begged my for-
giveness.” We quickly asked, ‘““What
did you do ?” “WwW 'hy I replied to her
letter and saia I would forgive her, but
I hoped she would sufler for it as long
as she lived.” We made no reply
comment and finally she asked,
shall T do about it 2’ We e replied,
have been so good at guessing, try it
again.” A couple of days a[terwarvds
she came in, her face radiant. She held
a letter in her hand. After g strong,
bitter struggle she had written to the
woman, conlessing the bitterness she
held in her heart for all those years
and asked for forgiveness. It had been
freely granted and the smile of God had,
broken over her soul. The wrath
‘‘laid aside’’ and she got on the
track immediately.

How about it, reader ? Have you a
bitter feeling in your heart against
some one ? That weight will have to
be laid aside, before vou can cnter the
race. God \\111 not smile upon you,

or
‘““‘What
““You

was
race

SO
long as you hold onto it.
WMALICH. What . ob- uokind cruel

thing malice is, and the misunderstand-
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ings; it has caused will never be right-
cned this side of the judgment; it is a
weight that exposes so rapidly that one
does not eed to travel far to find it. |
In dlmost every community there are
persons that cannot bear to hear an-
other well spoken of , nor praised more
highly thar themselves. THEY must
receive the idon’s share ot the credit for
what 1s accomplished. Woe be to the
unlucky person that happens to receive

more praise than themselves. The Scri-
bes and Pharisees, from the high priest
down, were loaded with it. They could
not bear to hear Jesus well spoken of
and when the poor laid their garments
for him to sit on, and strewed the palmy
branches in the way before him, they
did their best to turn the people away
[rom him and set about to cause his
death, and the same deadly, damnable
spirit is as much in evidence today
it was then. They were professors of
religion, and looked wupon themselves
as the favorites of God, and there are
those today who make a high and loud

aS

prciession of salvation, loaded down
with the same murderous spirit. How
many times, our confidence in some
one has been shaken bv some one who

was unable to Lkeep their malice to.

themselves. We have remarked ‘‘what a

a beautiful testimony sister A gave
last night, only to hear the reply, y-e-s

Sister A——is quite a good talker, but
They need go no further, That but
has exposed the malice in their soul.
Again ‘““My, what a prayer brother B
oflered last evening, and then hear
some one say, v-e-s Brother B—-s
quite powerful in praver, . but somne, of
our people think,——Ah, they mneed go
no further, for no matter how bheauti-
fully  Sister A——may testily, ~ or
Brother B——pray, we find it difficult
to listen to either of them without
wondering about that but, or thinking
what it is that the people think. “The
Bible teaches us that we should speak
evil of no man. It says, ‘‘let evil
speaking be put away from you with
all malice.” Eph. 4.31, and again -in
James 4:11, ‘‘speak not evil one of an-
other.”” It is right that evil doing
should be exposed and evil doers
brought to light, but to create a false
impression or misrepresent an innocent
person, or to talk about them in a
manner calculated to convey a wrong
1dea of their lives or actions, is a sin
as black as hell, and will damn the one

that does it, unless such a one
fesses their wrongs and gets to God

and finds a pardon for their great
wrongs. Dear reader, if yvou have been
guilty of such, if you have been carry-
ing around this awful weight, I beg
you to cast it aside at once, and run
to Jesus for His pardoning grace.
BLASPHEMY. God the I'ather, sent
Jesus Christ the Son into the world to
save man from sin. Man was God’s
greatest piece of handiwork. The great-
est glory is, that the Son succeedes in
the work that the Iather sent Him to

do, save man from sin. Man 1is. not
saved from sin until saved from all
sin. Jesus said, ‘‘ye shall be my wit-’

nesses.”” A witness testifies to what he
KNOWS. We love to hear men testify

to what God has done for them., It
honors the IFather and glorifies the‘
Son, for it shows forth the love

of God, for a lost world, and exempli-
fies His power to redeem wman from .
his fallen estate. But where prolession
is made, and the daily life not
correspoml with the profession, it dis-
honors God and robs Jesus of  His
To profess that Jesus has saved
(Continued on fourth page)
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