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‘requested Mr. W. to read it.) 
read it. 
Committee, that this House ought fully to re- 

cognize the principle laid down by Lord Gle- | 
nelg, that the Executive Council should be | 
composed of persons having the confidence of | 

* the country at Jarge ; and that the cordial sym- 

| 
| 

Well he would 

  

pathy and co-operation of that body, are al 
Jutely indispensable to any system of adminis- 
tration. And although the House “should re- 
pudiate the claims set up by another Colony, 

that the Executive Council ought at all times 
to be subject to removal, on address for that 
purpose, from the popular branch of the Govern- 

ment, yet they should view the present case as 
one unprecedented in the annals of colonial his- 
tory, and which peculiarly calls for the inlerpo- 

  

§ + sition of His Majesty’s Government.” Now 
& here was the Resolution : and drawn by a legi- 

timate successor of Talleyrand; but could not 
the Canadians have said of their case as we did 

8 of ours, that it was ¢ unprecedented.” If the 
: latter part of the Resolution conveyed any mea- 

ning, it was—that whenever an ‘“ unprecedent- 
4 ed” case arose, the principle of responsibility 

should apply; so that in all cases it must be 
first ascertained whether the evil hasa pre- 
cedent or not, before the Flouse should inter- 

He said he admitted of no such floating 

        

| pose. | 
0 principle of Government; the case of decided 

h wronz—precedent or not, must and should have 
an immediate and decided remedy ; for accord- 
ing to the very resolution he had read, if a want 
of confidence in the Executive Council, like 
that of *37 should again arise, that House would 
apply the same remedy, and no doubt with as 
much success as at that eventful period. He 
wished to be understood as applying the princi- 
ple of the despatch, not to mere matters of de- 

\ tail in the administration, but to mcasures of 
\ general policy. Ie hoped hon. members would 

. be cautious, and not give the principal question 
the go-by. He again repeated that he loved the 

A doctrine of Responsibility ; it was a British 
: doctrine; and Great Britain would never have 

been what she was without it. It was the ap- 
plication of that doctrine which had saved her 
again and again, and had brought about the most 

0 invaluable reforms in the kingdom. It was by 
its operation that the haughty John was compel- 
led by the Barons, to sign the great Charter 
of British liberty. By its irresistible working— 
the High Commission Court was thrown down, 
tne State Chamber abolished, and the odious 
exaction of ship money thrown overboard. But 
he could not enumerate the blessings, which in 
our great nation had flown from it; and who 

: that had made himself acquainted with her rise 
and progress, had not traced this salutary and 
preserving prieciple; running like a brilliant 
golden thread, through the whole events of her 

            

   

history. Let the hon. and learned member 
from Restigeuche, show that the principle was 
not British ; he Mr. W. would not put up with 
bold assertions: he called for arguments, and 
he expected.them; for it was his deliberate o- 
pinion, that the principles of responsibility, by 
pervading every branch of the Government, 
contributed to the stability and permanency of 
the whole, and were best calculated to advance 
the prosperity and happiness of the country at 
farge. Mr. W. then moved the following reso- 
dntien : 

Whereas the avowed object of convening this 
Jranch of the Legislature is to make Statutes 
and Ordinances for, and (0 advise the Execntive 
Government in, all questions affecting the 
peace, welfare and good government of the In- 
habitants of this Province: And whereas the 
exercise of all Executive functions should be 
«controlled and directed, with a special view to 
the attainment of the same objects: And where- 
as this Committee cannot waive or forego the 
inherent right of this Branch of the Government 
to advise and assist in such control and direction, 

and to demonstrate against the abusive exercise 
of those functions : therefore 

Resolved, as the opinion of this Committee, 

That the House should view the Despatch in 
question, as distinctly recognizing an efficient 
responsibility on the part of Executive Officers 
to the Representative Branch of the Provincial 
Government.” 

Mr. Exp rose and said, that having now 
heard the opinions and arguments of many hon. 
members, he was fully and firmly persuaded, 
that the view he had taken of this despatch, 
when he had the honor to open the debate yes- 
terday, was correct in substance and in fact; 
and that all the argnments he had heard from 
the other side of the House, had only the effect 
of rivetting him to his first opinion. Indeed 
none of those hon. members who spoke as il the 
responsibility question was involved in the des- 
patch, had ventured to assert, that it would be 
there found plainly expressed in ordinary lan- 
guage ; and it was only by some complicated 
process of ratiocination, that they could accom- 
plish the object they desired. He wonld quiet- 
ly ask those hon. members, whether it was at 
all reasonable or probable, that a question of 
such importance, would be placed before the 
House or the Government in any other than the 
plain language of truth, such as an Englishman 
could understand? Was such an idea consist- 
ent with the reputation of Lord John Russell— 
or the manly frankness which breathes forth in 
every line of the ¢ Circular Memorandum.” — 
He happened in the course of reading, that very 
morving, to take up a work on Religious con- 

troversy—it was a subject, as the Committee 
would suppose, on which he bad burnt very 
few candles and no oil ; and probably the Com- 
mittee would pardon him, and not convict him 
of impiety or a desire to treat sacred beings with 
levity, if he was to allude to the work. It ap- 
peared to be a controversy on the doctrine of 
purgatory ; and it was asserted by those who 
opposed the doctrine, that it was not to be pro- 

& ved by any positive text inthe New Testament, 
that it was only to be defended by inference, 
and comparison of certain texts ; and that there- 
fore it could not be a true doctrine, in as much 

as it was not to be supposed, that a doctrine so 
very important, would be suffered to depend on 
mere inference. As to the doctrine he said he 

“ could not presume {to give an opinion upon it, 
in that place, nor was it necessary 
should; but this much he would say, that if it 
ov any other doctrine political or religious, were 
sustained by mere inference alone, and not po- 
sitively recognized in direct terms, the argument 
against it was both fair and reasonable; and he 

I would take the liberty in the present debate, of 
pressing the same argument abstractedly upon 
the consideration of hon. members. Responsi- 
ble government was a most important political 
doctrine ; so important as to elicit the beautiful 
and eloquent speech, which has just.been pro- 
nounced by Mr. Wilmot ; he could not smother 
the yoice of nature in his breast, when the sub- 

ject was alluded to, and he burst upon them in 
the full tide of his powers. But even he did 
not tell them that it was to be read ofin the des- 
patch, and he was compelled to reason and to 
argue, and to draw deductions in order to con- 
nect the Resolution whiclrhe proposed, with the 

] despatch now before them; and the hon. gentle- 
man is reduced to such a condition, that at last 
he is compelled to argue, that ¢ because he 
finds the despatch giving encreased powers or 

  

   

  

    

i responsibility to the Lieut. Gavernor, he infers 
4 that it must have been intended to give that 

Branch encreased power also; these encreased   
powers can be nathi except they are a power 
of controlling the government;” in a word of 
reducing the government to be subservient or 

\ responsible to whatever the opinion of a majori- | 
ty of this House may happen to be,—and this 
he presumed was the true definition of respan- 

¢ gible government,—that was a species of special 

  

       that he |® 
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ingenuity, to which le could never agree.— had edified the Committee, defined the nature of 

stitutional power that the other branches were 
to extend beyond their settled boundaries, and 
by error, correet error? 
other Branches in such a case would be, not to 
extend themselves,—but to exert themselves to | 
restrain and repel the invasion ; andsreduce the 
sinning branch to its ancient boundaries. That 
was the course pointed out by the constitution, 
and the adoption of this course and none other, 

would ensure peace and harmony. The learn- 
ed member for York had felt the difficulty, and 

had managed the case as adroitly as possible ; 
but the position was not tenable, and must be 
surrendered. If the hon. member had no other 
argument, by which to correct the despatch 
and the Resolution, they must remain disuni- 
ted. Let members look to it dispassionately 
and honestly ; let them not hesitate to give 
their unbiassed opinions, and may no man’s 
constituency ever truly say—our Representa- 
tive basely deserted us in the hour of need, and 
shrank from his post’ like a coward. Ie said 
he had yesterday questioned the prudence of 
Lord John Russell's declaring to the whole Pro- 
vince, that certain salaried officers of the Go- 
vernment were required to be obedient, and 
support its views in all things; but it was mere# 
ly in reference to the character of those offi- 
cers, and because such a declaration ruined 
their influence in the country* He believed in 
point of fact, that the bulk of the people cared 

very little whether the Attorney General, or 
the Solicitor General, or the Secretary of the 

Province, or several other officers named in the 
despatch, were marked with the broad arrow or 
not; but as a matter of prudence and expedien- 
cy, he had no doubt of that part of the ques- 
tion. As regards the Executive Council how- 
ever the case was far different, from these pub- 
lic functionaries, the people and the House of 
Assembly did expect independent action. He 
would not insist on the administrator of the Go- 
vernment, paying a blind obedience to their 
advice ; but he could not divest himself of the 
opinion, that they ought to have the power to 
advise, and that it ought to be their duty to of- 
fer a free and unfettered advice and opinion.— 
This was his objection to Lord John Russell’s 
decree, and with all due deference to that no- 
bleman, he must still think that the decree was 
made unadvisedly, and in no accordance with 
those liberal declarations which were perpetu- 
ally streaming from the mouths of the whigs.— 
He felt sure that the Tories would never have 
hazarded so tyrannical a decree; and he felt 
exceedingly for the position in which it might 
necessarily involve the Queen’s Representative. 
Military men were always sent here to be our 
Governors ; and he was one of those, who gave 
his hearty assent to that course of proceeding, 
because he admired that manly bearing which 
is the characteric of a true soldier; but it some- 
times happened, that men of the highest milita- 
ry merit were defficient in the science of civil 
government. It was an undoubted fact, that 
“expediency” was a word not to be found in a 
soldier’s book, but expediency was a word, and 
a useful one, in the civilian’s book ; and if a 
soldier Governor, acting under the dictates of 
his ‘own feelings, and despising the expedient, 
in his prospect of the right, could, as Lord John 
Russell’s despatch authorises, reject all advice 
from men of reasonable expediency, and evén 
punish the advisers by expulsion; he (Mr. E.) 
without much of the gift of prophesy, was un- 
der great apprehension, that measures might be 
adopted justly unsatisfactory to the people.— 
He had no idea of arraying the popular feeling 
against the Government.—God forbid, his desire 
was to unite the people with the Government, 
and he thought the plan of calling persons from 
the House to the Council of the government, 
was a happy suggestion and served to convince 
the people, that those men in whom they 
placed confidence, in whom they confided, in 

whose hands they entrusted the care of their 
dearest privileges ; were men of worth and in- 
tegrity worthy of being the Queen’s advisers 
also. But their freedom of action must uot be 
quenched ; they must not be enslaved or requi- 
red to assent to all measures, suggested by the 
administrator ol the government ; for if so, how 
was the voica of the people ever to reach kis 
ears. The despatch would be a curse to him, 
a curse to them, and a curse to the whole colo- 
nial system ; and where was the necessity for 
it. Let: Lord John Russell apply his nostrums 
to Canada or any other colony; but why per- 
plex us in this happy colony, we who are quiet 
m the land; our system worked well during 
two reigns, so Lord John Russell admits, and 
he goes on tosay ¢ therefore it is time for a 
change.” 

Andisittrue then that change is the dominant 
passion of the whigs; and must every system, 
every institution be changed, merely because 
<< it has worked well for two reigns ;>> and was 
Lord Eldon, that great defender of our most 

valued institutions, was he right when he de- 

clared that ¢ with some if was a sufficient reason 
for, throwing down an establishment, if they 
saw that it was'an establishment.” The learn- 
ed gentleman said he at one time supposed that 
this was the language of debate, but now he 
was convinced thatit was the language of delib- 
erate truth, and just appreciation of the true 
principles of the whigs. Must our Executive 
members in future be creatures, so happily 
described by Goldsmith; 

¢ Those skilled to fawn and seek for power, 
By doctrines fashioned to the varying hour; 

or let them rather remember the noble sentiment 
of the old English ballad, 

« How happy is he born and taught, 
That serveth not another’s will; 
Whose armour is his honest thought 
And simple truth his brightest skill.” 

In conclusion, he would earnestly entreat the 
Committee to submit to no delusion or subtlety 
of argument; they were plain and well mean- 
ing men. Let them then take up the question 
in all honest simplicity ; and rest assured, that 
their simplicity would eventually become wis- 
dom. 

Mr. STrEET said, after two days debate the 
Committee seemed to be farther from the questi- 
on, and more embarrassed as to the real con— 
struction of the despatch under consideration than 
ever. T'his arose in a great measure, (rom hon. 
members travelling oat of the question, and 
laur:ching into subjects in his opinion altogether 
foreign to that under consideration. Two lines of 
argument had been adopted.—By some hon. 
members iL was contended, that the principles of 
what is termed a Responsible Government, in 
the Colonies, were fully recognized in this Des- 
patch; by others altho’ averse 10 this constructi- 
on, it was contended that the principles of Colo- 
nial Government, as set forth in this Despatch, 

were novel in themselves, and calculated to pros- 
trate the indepedence of the Executive Council; 
and officers of government in the Colonies, if the 
construction contained in Sir John Harvey’s Cir- 
cular, were the correct one. This was the true 

argument, used by the learned member for Glou- 
cester, and also the view taken of it by the lear- 

ned member for Westmorland, Dr. Wilson, in 

the eloquentspeech, the Committee had just heard 
from that gentleman. Mr. Street differed from | 
both these lines of argument; and said it was 

somewhat gingular, that although those gentlemen 
(he meant the hon Speaker and the learned mem- 
ber for York, Mr. Wilmot,) had expressed their 
admiration of a responsihle government, and the | 

resolutions which they had submitted clearly re- 
cognized that principle ; yet they had not in the | 
eloquent and lengthy speeches with which they | 

  

  

«« Resolved, as the opinion of To Was it to be considered, because one of the | the responsible government they so much loved 
branches assumed, er was invested with uncon- | and admired. ‘To a certain extent says the hon. 

Speaker, we have and always have had, a re- 

Journals of that House would shew, especially in 
the sessions of ’36 and *37. Ile meant that sort 

of impiied compact, that always existed between 
the Sovereign and his people, and recognised in 
the very coronation oath, which requires that So- | 

vereign on the one haud, to administer the go- 
vernment according to the laws and constitution 
of the country, and the people on the other, are to 
bear true and faithful allegiance to the Sovereign, 
while he so administers the government; but his— 

tory proves that if he breaks his part of the com- 
pact, his people bave a constitational right to 
remounstrate, and in extreme cases to resist by 
force, when all constitutional remonstrance 
proves ineffectual, the unjust encroachments upon 

the people’s rights on the part ol the Sovereign. — 
And this principle is fully recognised and carried 
out in our Colonial Government; and admitted 
by the government of the mother country, as has 
been most satisfactorily evinced, by the ready ear 
that has always been afforded by Her Majesty’s 
Home Government, to the constitutional remon- 
strances that have from time to time been made 
by the Colonial Commons, against grievances in 

the administration of the Provincial Government. 
In this way our Civil List Bill was obtained; and 
to this extent Mr. S. said, he was quite ready to 
admit the necessity of a responsible government 
in the Colonies, but he feared, and felt satisfied 
this was not the Responsible Government conten- 
ded for by the hon. Speaker, and the learned 
member for York—Mr. W. The responsible go 
vernment they wished, was what they were now 
contending for in the House of Assembly of No- 
va Scotia ; that sort of responsibility described 
by Mr. Howe in his pamphlet, and recommended 
in Lord Durham’s report. A responsibility which 
would enable the dominant party in the House of 
Assembly at any moment, to forni a new govern- 
ment and new office holders ; and which might, 

and doubtless would be effected, if introduced 
into the Colonies, most frequently by party feel- 
ing and policy ; and lead to great confusion and 
uncertainty in the administration of the govern- 
ment by the mother country, and ultimately to a 
severance of the union between the mother 
country and her colonies; than which nothing 
could be more to be deplored, in the mind of e— 
very good subject and well wisher to the colonies, 
and in short to the mother country. © He would 
ask the Committee if this was a state of things, 
they would wish to see introduced into this Pro- 
vince. Ifsothey would vote for the resolution 
submitted by the hon. and learned member for 
York ; as he tool it for granted that was the na- 
ture of the responsibility he contended for, in as 
much as a moderately responsible government 
we already had ; and he did not wish to go 
farther, as it was unnecessary to give any ex— 
pression of opinion upon the subject, farther 
than to state their satisfaction at the present state 
of things. Mr. S. said he believed the country 
were generally satisfied with the present govern- 
ment, and with the present constitution of the 
colony ; and while such was the case, he thought 
it better not to introduce any change. The peo- 
ple were now satisfied and contented, and things 
looked well; while sueh was the case, he thought 
they had better put up with their present ills. if 
they had any. He said if there was any real 
grievance or cause of complaint in the country, 
be was quite ready at all times to lend a helping 
hand to obtain redress, and would yield to none 
in exertion to accomplish such an object. But he 
had no notion of creating excitement and fermen— 
tation, in the country by talking about imaginary 
grievances, It was easy to make people believe 
they were oppressed, but difficult to remove the 
impression. For his own part he saw nothing 
new in principle or spirit in the despatch in ques- 
tion ; and he felt satisfied, that had that despatch 
never issued, and the present Executive advisers 
or the officers of the government of the Province 
felt themselves called upon to oppose the leading 
principles of the provincial government, or in 
other words the instructions of the Governor from 
the Colonial office, as to the administration of the 
government of the colony, for to this sort of op- 
position he felt convinced the despatch was only 
intended to apply: they would independent of 
that docnment have resigned at once; and he put 
it to the Executive members of that House if they 
would not. (The Hon. Speaker said certainly.) 
Then if such was the case, said Mr. S. what 
was there new in the Despatch. The only thing 
that made it appear new, was that this tenure of 
office was rather hitherto implied than expressed; 
and therefore had not been the subject of consider- 
atien among them, unconnected with the govern- 
ment, But let it be new or old, said the hon. 
member, he saw nothing objectionable init; nor 
could he agree in this respect with the hon. and 
learned member for Gloucester, in thinking that 
it would destroy the independence of the mem- 
bers of the government, ~ So far from that being 
the case, he thought it would have a contrary ef- 
fect ; inasmuch as it would place them in a true 
light before the government of the country ; for 
if they now remained in office, they must be un- 
derstood to support the Government and have no- 
thing to screen themselves behind. Such being 
the case, any man of common independence of 
mind, would certainly mueh rather resign, than 
hold a place in a Government he could not con- 
scientiously support, and be subject to the odium 
of any mal administration. Besides he thought 
it was only fair, that the Governor should be 

+| surrounded by persons on whom he could depend; 
and the consequent resignation of his advisers, in 
case of their opposing his views, might and ho 
doubt would operate as a check to the Governor 
of a Colony ; in case of his urging an unpopular 
and oppressive measure. The hon. gentleman 
eoncluded by stating, .that he was convinced no- 
thing was farther from Lord John Russell’s inten- 
tion, than theinculcation in his Despatch, of that 
sort of responsible government recommended by 
Lord Darham ; inasmuch as to place such a con- 
struction upon it was obviously at variance with 
the plain common sense reading thereof, and e- 
qually so with opinions of the Rt. Hou. Secreta- 
ry, expressed shortly before the writing of this 
Despatch, In his place in the British House of 
Commons. Under these circumstances and with 
these views the hon. gentleman said hc could not 
go with the hon. Speaker’s resolution, or the a 
mendment moved by the learned member for 
York—DMr. W. which was much more objection- 
able than the original resolution ; but should vote 
for that which was moved by the hon. member 
from St. John, and which he Yad seconded. 

Mr. BAREARIE would not have risen again, 
had it not been for the observations of the 
learned member for York, who had referred to 

him for the meaning he had attached to the 
words ‘© Responsible government ;>” while they 
were told by His Honor the Speaker, that it o- 
riginated with William IV. in his address to his 
Parliament. It was an established maxim, that | 

a King can do no wrong ; d these words weie | 

put into his mouth, by his Whig Radical mi- 

nistry. Then again Lord Durham left the go- 
vernment of the Canadas worse than he found 
it, and covered his retreat with a pamphlet, in 
which he recommended ¢ responsible govern- 
ment; the principles of which were subse- 
quently condemned, by Lord John Russel] in 
his place in Parliament. The effect of Lord 
Durham’s responsible government scheme in | 
Canada, was, to disgust every loyal man in the 
country. As for the Despatch, he was very 

  

    

  

very far from inferring that it contains any thing 
o 2d 

  

like ¢ responsible government 3 
ed member for York himself, had failed to show |   

what it means. Now what he understood by it, 

subservient to the popular branch ; it being-an- | 
derstood that the voice of the people, is exp | 
ed through their Representatives. This was all | 
Papineau wanted, whose object was, to intro- | 

dunce a pure democracy into Lower Canada. 

   

and thelearn- ‘cate of long continued British connexion, 
who would remove all reasonable grounds of 

ot 3 3 complaint, rectify present and provide agains | was, that the officers of government were to be { { Yl g 1 de against 
e ! sponsible government in this Province, as the | 

No, the duty of the | 

    uture abuses; and thus eradicate the causes 
| of “fearful political agitation,” 

It is a libel on the people of this Province 
to tell them they arc unfit for constitutional 

It | government.   Yet they bave in affect been R 2 { S y ne , (4 . ta would be impossible to carry on government in | told so by their own “agents.” 
that colony, in accordance with the wishes of | 
the people. They were when left alone a very | Principle of offi 
harmless body of persons ; there were a number | Wh 
of those Freneh Acadians in the county which It is the punctum stans on which 

He had often asked them what | the lever of civil discord. 
they wanted; but they could not tell, altho’ | and the causes of t 
they were dissatisfied, and filled with imaginary | tion is gone” 

he represents. 

grievances.—This was one of the ble 
responsible government. It had not succeeded 
however in New Brunswick, and he hoped ne- 
ver would. But he found it had grown up in 
Upper Canada ; and was the last act of the op- 
ponents of government there. There had been 

  

ings of | popular 
declares ag 
they arise official abuses, by opposing the 
introduction of “ official accountability.” 

Such doetrine as this is the conservative 
l abuses.—1It is the larve 

» generates the political demagogue— 
he places 

Remove abuses 
em, and his € oceupa- 

He then is the true abettor of 
tation, violence, and revolt ; who 
ainst the means of rectifying as 
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  meetings also in Nova Scotia, where persons 

were going round disturbing the public mind. — 

Thank God, in this country the people want no 
change,—they were told in °37 that they had a 
responsible government. Ile perceived the 
committee were exhausted ; but he hoped they 
would pause, before they recognised an ima- 
ginary principle in a Despatch, which contains 
nothing new. 

Mr. M’Leop said that honorable members 
differed much, as to whether the despatch in- 

troduced any real change in the constitution of | 
the Province or not; but it appeared to him 
that this much at least was certain, that the go- 
vernment were about resuming a power, which 
they had long allowed to remain dormant. The 
Despatch declares that certain public officers— 
that is heads of Departments and Executive 
Councillors, shall assist in carrying out the 
views of governmentin matters of public policy. 
He approved of the principle, for he thought it 
necessary that a Governor should have the ad- 
vantage of officers 4nd advisers in whom he 
could place confidence,—for supposing a new 
governor sent to any Colony, to carry out cer- 
tain great measures of public policy, differing 
from those followed by his predecessor; would 
he not find himself embarrassed in so doing, if 
surrounded by advisers in whom he had no con- 
fidence >—Certainly he would. With reference 
to the members of this House, who have seats 

in the Executive Council, he did not fear that 
their independence would be affected by the 
despatch ; because it would be to the interest of 
the Lieut. Governor, to choose members for Ex- 
ecutive Councillors, who would have the confi- 

dence of the House ; and if they did not retain 
the confidence of the country, in all probability 
they would not be again returned to the House 
by the people ; while if they had not the support 
of the House, the Executive could not carry 
through its measures. He thought therefore 
the Despatch did embrace the responsibility to 
the country, of such members of the Executive 
Council as are members of that House. It had 
been said, that document gave the Governor 
great power; it certainly did increase the eflici- 
-ency of the government, but only for good; be- 
cause it would be the interest of the Council to 
advise the adoption of measures for the good of 
the country at large, as it would be only those 
they could support, so as to retain the confidence 
of that House and the country. «As to Legisla- 
tive Councillors holding offices of emolument, 
the desp atch did not place them on a bétter foot- 
ing; and, as they do not hold their seats from 
the people, it would make it their interest to get 
out of that body as soon as they could with pro- 
priety ; because numerous questions would 
always arise, in opposition to which they may 
feel disposed to vote; and people he thought 
fare not generally inclined to keep place at the 
expence of their opinions; consequently the 

  

despatch will tend to cause the second branch to ! 
be filled with independent members, selected 
from different parts of the Province. He did 
not fear any bad effects therefore, even in that 
quarter. But with reference to this House, he 
anticipated beneficial results; for if the Gover- 
nor should find, that an Executive Councillor 

had lost the confidence of the House, or of the 
people, he will dismiss him and -take another. 
He would not trouble the House with any more 
remarks; and trusted he had said enough, to 
shew that he was not apprehensive of the work- 
ing ef the despatch. The learned member for 
Restigouche, had said a great deal about repub- 
icanism; but he was not afraid of the govern- 
ment cramming republicanism down the throats 
of the people. 

In deciding the question, the first division 
was upon the amendment proposed by Mr. Wil- 
mot, when there appeared in favour of it, Hig] 
Honor the Speaker, Messrs. Fisher, J. M. Wil- 
mot, Beardsley, Freeze, M<Leod, Palmer, L. 
A. Wilmot, Hayward, Hill, Woodward, Rankin 
Connell; and agaigst it, Hon. Mr. Weldon, 
Messrs. Allen, Barbarie, M<Almon, Stewart, 
End, Wilson, Hannpington, Strg¢et, Paitelow, 

Jordap: H. T. Parfelow, Gil ert, Boyd, and 
Brown; it was therefore lost. The next divi- 
sion was upon that of Mr. Partelow, when there 
appeared in favour of it, Hon. Mr. Weldon, 

ssrs.” Partelow, Jordan, Brown, Boyd Gil- 
bert, H. T. Partelow, Allen, End, M<Almon, 
Street, Barbarie, Stewart and Wiigon ; against 

it his Hon. the Speaker, Messrs. J. M. Wilmot, 
Woodward, Hill, Freeze, M‘Leord, Hayward, 

L A Wilmot, Fisher, Connell, Beardsley, 
Rankin, Palmer and Hannington; and the cast- 
ing vote was given by the Chairman, Mr. Tay- 
lor. Conseqaently the Resolution proposed by 
the Speaker was not put. The hon. Mr. 
JornsTon and hon. Mr.  CraxE did not vote, 
being absent attending a meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council. 

  

  

      

  
  

  

FOR THE SENTINEL. 

Greece had its seven wise men—New 
Brunswick has the honor of producing dou- 
ble that number. To them belongs the im- 
portant discovery that the world has hitherto 
heen under a most fatal mistake, as to what 
was supposed to be the first principle of a 
free Government, namely : the responsibility 
of public servants to those whose servants 
they are. They have found out with won- 
derful sagacity, that the fact of possession 
involves the right of exclusion, and have crea- 
ted a political Cerberus bearing the image of 
the people on its forehead, to guard the pas- 
sage to this official sanctum against all intru- 
ders. They have discovered that our Pro- 
vincial Institutions have arrived at their last 
stage of improvement, and that it would be 
only hazarding a relapse to attempt a revival 
of the obsolete doctrine of responsibility” by 
pushing it into the ranks of office-holders. | 
Ve have now nothing for it, but like goods | 
passively obedient citezens to sit down, and | 
quietly enjoy the long rule of official perfec 
tion and disinterestedn in store for us. 

Badinage aside—He is the agitator, who 

   

   

   

    

  

        

    

  

  

  would retain an abuse under the silly pretext 
that the removal of it would disturb the pub- 
lic repose—He is the enemy of the Sove- 

n and the people, who would stave off 
responsible g ally © when 
tendered by th: 

    

rei 

  

  

    

© 

,~and prevent the And at a subsequent 

_ THE SENTINEL.   
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Accounts from England are only a day 

later. There is nothing new from Europe; 
but affairs still remained unsettled in China, 
and the Russian government, disappointed 
in other quarters, had declared war against 
a minor power in the neighbourhood of Chi- 
na; thus following up the hostile policy, hy 
which it has hitherto been actuated, as res- 
pects the British power in India. 

  

We have devoted a large portion of this day’s 
Sentinel, to the exclusion of several communi- 
cations, and much Legislative detail, to the im- 
portant debate on Lord John Russell’s Despatch, 
which we have reported with the utmost fair- 
ness, thus placing the arguments on both sides 
fully before the public. We have no room or 
leisure at present for any comment of our own 3 
but have inserted according to promise, a com- 
munication received early in the week; which 
probably will be followed by others from vari- 
ous quarters, and which we trust will be writ- 
ten with equal moderation and candour. 

We haye received a communication signed 
X, in reply to a scurrilous and indecent attack 
contained in the Chronicle upon Her Majesty’s 
Representative in this Province ; but which ow- 
ing to its length, and the late period at which 
it was received, we have reluctantly been com- 
pelled to defer till Wednesday. 

Since the St. John Observer came to hand, 
and which contains an unqualified contradiction, 
we have referred to the article alluded to; and 
feel that we should ill discharge our duty as a 
Public Journalist, were we to hesitate in con- 
veying through the columns of this Paper, the 
disgust and disapprobation, which this unprinci- 
pled and unmerited attack has universally crea- 
ted. 

As respects the elevated Personage who is 
thus wantonly attacked, his honourable charac- 
ter as a soldier and a man,—the high estimation 

in which we understand he was held in Ireland, 
where his official duties brought him into inti- 
mate intercourse with the community at large, 
—his distinguished services in the Canadas, 
and the high estimation in which he is held 
there,—and above all his liberal and upright 
conduct in the administration of the government 
of this Province :—all these place His Excel- 
lency beyond the reach of the malevolent and 
wretched attacks of a faction, which he must 
despise. 

Still we question, whether these repeated at- 
tacks upon the Representative of the Sovereign, 
should any longer be permitted to pass, without 
visiting adequztc punishment upon the coward- 
ly slanderers, who in secrecy and supposed se- 
curity, assault a personage of superior standing, 
whom they dare not openly approach: and 
whether the unprincipled retailer of their filthy 
venom, should not be dragged to the bar of jus- 
tice; and his ears—if the offended laws of his 
country have left him any—be made to pay the 
penalty of this fresh outrage upon decency and 
order. 

   

The Grant of £500 in aid.of the Baptist 
Seminary, which has been rejected during 
several years, was passed unanimously by 
the Legislative Council on Thursday last. 

concessions made by the College Council, 
with reference to the charter of that Institu- 

{ tion, will we feel assured give very general 
satisfaction, and put at rest two questions 
that nave long agitated the Public mind ; and 
as a Public Journalist we shall feel it a pleas 
ing duty, in future to encourage sentiments of 
cordiality and contentment. 

  

On Thursday Mr. Woopwarp moved an 
Address to His Excellency, for statements of 
the number of actions in the Supreme Court 
during the year 1839, the amount of income 
of the Clerk of the Pleas of that Court, and 
a Return of the income of the Secretary of 
the Province, and the Attorney General, 
from whatever sources derived ; and Messrs. 
Woodward, Hill and Fisher, were appointed 
a Committee to wait upon His Excellency 
with the Address. * 
iS TENT 

; 5. As the Debate upon Lord John Russell’s 
Despatch, is one of much importance, and will 
create much interest throughout these Pro- 
vinces ; we shall prepare and publish in a pam- 
phlet form, a revised and enlarged edition of the 
Report of that Debate. 

a =e oe] 

  

[5 Mr. OntvER SmrTH’s explanation with 

reference to a Handbill put forth by the Baptist 
Society, will appear on Wednesday. 

We have been'unavoidably compelled from the 
crowded state of our columns. to defer inserting 
several new advertisements until Wednesday. 

BE NE IE FR SR)   
MARRIED. 

At New Glasgow near Pictou, by the Rev. 
David Roy, Mr. Robert P. Grant, of the Albian 
Mines, merchant, to Ann, daughter of James 

Carmichael, Esq. New Glascow. 
At Earltown, Nova-Scotia, by the Rev. Wil- 

liam Sutherland, Mr, Agnes Matheson, to Miss 

Christy Sutherland, both of this place. 
[ac   

CENTRAL BANK OF 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 
A T a meeting of the Stockholders of the 

CENTRAL BANK OF NEW BRUNS- 
ICK, on Monday the 2d March instant, in 

pursuance of their Act of Incorporation, the fol- 

lowing persons were elected Directors for the 
current year:— 

  

  

      

    

   

WwW. BeDEL IA J. A. BECEWITH. 
THos, PICKARD. Jouxy F. TAYLOR. 
OLIVER SMITH. Jou~N RoBINsON. 
0, Ly. TMORE T. R. RoBERTSON. 

Gro. J. DIBBLEE. 
    

  

  meeting of the Directors 

  

  

  

   

country from enjoying its rightful inherit- jon Tues he 3d instant, W. J. BEDELL 
ance—constitutional government. fe only | Esq. was unanimously elected Presiden t. 

deserves the name of being loyal to his So- | 
vereign, mithful to the people, and an advo- Central Bank 

  

SAMU Cashier, EJ. W. BABBIT, 

k, 3d March, 1840. 
     

1 

This act of justice, together with the ample * 

 


