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- with reference to the atonement, and begged 

be asked to make a statement ‘on the point, 

   
   

   

pension had been removed ; while others 
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with which it was surrounded. Three mo- 

United Presbyterian Synod. " SUI C 
tions were made bringing out these views; 

The Synod of the United Presbyterian Mp © OV 

Chureh comr nced its annual sittings on but on * You br or Wr, Thomas, ApEreT 1 

Monday ui the Queen Street Hall Edin, | 118 of the object of the overture, reserving any 

burch. Dr. N. M'Michael, minister | 0P1nion as to the other matters referred to in | 
ah. +#% Dr. N. M'Michael,    
    

       
   

   

the body of the overture, and appointing a 

commitee to frame a minute on the subject, 

strongly disapproving of the phraseology 

which had been used in recent proclamations 

on the subject of national fasts, was carried 

by a small majority. 

SUPPORT OF THE MINISTRY. 

The Synod resumed in the evening, when 

of Gillespi 
mously elec 
name of Rev.S 
also been prop 

# Dunfermline, was unani- 
-ator forthe year,—the 
iv of Leith, which had 
ing been withdrawn. 

The Clerk r¢port at six ministers belong- 

ing to the body hathdied during the year; 
twelve had demmitted their charges; one 
had been deposed ; and one suspended. The 

order of business was then arranged, and the 
Synod adjourned. the better support of the gospel ministry.— 

On Tuesday the Synod resumed atten o- The report stated that the collection through- 

clock. out the Church last year amounted to £1442; 

APPLICATIONS FOR ADMISSION TO THE and that, counting that sum and the other 

CHURCH sums which it had called forth from the con- 

“a o cna olven 1 iY 3 tie | ory . " 
a report was given in {rom the committee on | they will go up and join the movement: the 

    
« This movement js especially interesting to 

us from. the fact that it is drawing special at- 

tention to the teachings of foreigners ; because 

they invariably say, «This movement has 

originated with foreigners; this is what 18 

taueht by Christian missionaries,” and they go 

and learn what the Christian missionaries are 

doing and saying. Therefore there will be 

immense room and immense opportunities for 

the work ofthe Christian missionaries in China. 

Further, the character of the movement de- 

pends, so to speak, on the work that is done 

by the Christian missionary. If you thorough- 

ly indoctrinate the Chinese who will join you, 

From the Philadelphia Presbyterian. 

Presbyterianizm. 
An Address delivered before the Presbyterian 

Historical Society at their Anniversary Meet- 
ing in the Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phil- 
adelphia, on Tuesday evening, May 1st, 
1865. 

  

\ 
BY¥+THE RLY. CHARLES HODGE, D. D. 

BRETHREN :(— We are assembled this even- 
ing as a Presbyterian Iistorical Society. Tt 
18 red to me that it would not be inap- 
proc to discuss the question. What is 
Pres¥terianism ? You will not expect from 
me an oration. My object is neither convie- 

| tion mor persuasion ; hut exposition. I pro- 
pose to occupy the hours devoted to this ad- 
dress in an attempt to unfold the principl 
of thst system of Church polity which we, as 

  

    
     

leaders of the movement will receive them; 

and they may thus possibly learn that which 

they would not receive from Iuropeans,—be- 

cause there is still a feeling hostile to the Lu- 

      

      gregations themselves, it had increased the 

stipends of ministers of weak charges this 

year by £2992, as contrasted with the amount | 

raised two years ago, and that the efforts of | 

the committee had been specially directed to 

aid congregations who could not of themselves 
give their ministers £120 of stipend. 

In the course of the discussion that arose on 
this subject, members adverted to the impor- 

tance of getting the small stipends given to 

many of their ministers increased by bringing 

the matter under the consideration of their 

people, and commending the scheme to their 

liberality. Mr. Bell urged that the commit- 
tee should act through the medium of Presby- 
teries, and shouldmake their proceedings pub- 

ic. Dr. Yau th said it was not min- 

isters Ww likely to work this 

scheme s it the members of their 
tit was discreditable 

The Rev. Walter Tuglis, late missionary in 

South Africa, and the Rev.James Caldwell 

of the Free Church, were received into the 

United Pres rian body ; and an application 

by the Ri Cowper of the Reformed 

Church, United States, was delayed for the 

production of certain documents bearing on 
it. 

An application by the Rev. Alexander 

Rutherturd, formerly of Falkirk United Seces- 

sion Church, but who was suspended by the 

Synod in 1843, was next read. Mr. Ruther- 

furd admitted the justice of the suspension, 

and the fallacy and sinfulness of the views 

which he had since entertained and preached 

  

   
    

      

the Synod to reverse the suspension in order 

that Lie might labourin any Church into which 

he might be admitted. 
   

: : : shin 
Some discussion took place as to the course to Wr BI on of their minis 

be pursued, some members stating that it was | 10 tS a3 § aE 2 
ters had not an adequate support. Dr. Baird, 
as a member of committee, stated it was de- 
lightful to find that as they progressed, the 
congregations were cordially co-operating 
with the committee. The Synod-approved of 
the committee’s diligence, and reappointed 
it 

proper that Mr. Rutherfure should let the 

Svnod know whether he intended to join some 

other denomination after the sentence of sus- 

held that the question of removing the suspen- 

sion should be decided on its own merits, and 

not on Mr. Rutherfurd’s intentions as to his 

jututure course. Other members proposed 

that Mr. Rutherfurd, who was m court, should 

The Synod spent the remainder of the se- 
derant in devotional exercises, having special 
reference to the circumstances of the country. 

  

while this was objected to by others. 

It was ultimately agreed that he should be 

heard as to the nature of hie application, as 

it appeared there was some ambiguity on this 

oint. 

Mr. RoraerFURD said that his application 
s that the suspension be removed, and 

te should be restored to the office of a 
r of this Church. He exceedingly re- 

d that the ambiguity in the prayer of the 
jon should have subjected the Synod 

to so much trouble. The reason of that 

was, that his own mind was in doubt at the 

fime when he saw it to be his duty to make 

his application to the Presbytery of 

Wednesday, May 9. 

The Synod resumed this morning at ten o’- 
clock—Dr. M’Michael, Moderator. * 

It was agreed to admit into the body the 
Rev. J. Cowper, late of the Reformed Church, 
United States. 

SUMMARY OF PRINCIPLES. 
A discussion took place on the summary of 

the principles of the Church, which ultimate- 
ly ended in the adoption of the following mo- 
tion :—* Without entering on a minute ex- 
amination of the summary prepared by the 
committee, approve of it as fitted to promote     the end in view in its preparation, namely, 
that of affording, especially to persons seek- 
ing admission into the fellowship of the 
Church, a distinct account of its rise and past 
history, and of the views of Divine truth which 
it holds; and authorise the publication of the 
mmary in a cheap form for general circula- 

tion. At the same time, the Synod declare 
that the summary is not to be regarded in any 
respect as an addition to, or as superseding or 
explaining the recogmsed subordinate stand- 

f the Church, which remain as stated in 

asis of union.” 
nod then 

MISSIONARY MEETING. 
mual Synodical meeting in connecti- 

on with the home and foreign missions of the 
Church was held at night in the Music Hall — 
Dr. MMichacl, Moderator, in the chair. 

An application from Mr. Wm. Anderson, Dip A. i pA hl 3 

lately a theological student of the Evangelical | © Rag al Ha pana Japan: ofthe | Lission 

Union Church, to be recieved into the United | IY oe FONT10% the progress of the home 

Presbyterian Church, was referred toa com- by oi alg : : 

mittee to examine the documents in the case, Mr. PEDDIE, WV. i5., next read an ab 

come to a judgement upon these, and to re- of the financial statement from May 1854 
port to ilByrod. May 1855. The receipts for home miss 

Wh, com kas, had been £5702, and for foreign missions'& | 
798, making a total of £17,500, or £5787 m 

The Synod then took up an overture from | than last year; while the expenditure on the 

the Presbytery of Paisley and Greenock on | former had been £4471, and on the latter 

the subject of national fasts. The overture \ t £12,208—in all, £16,579, being £920 

complainsof the appointment of recent nation- | than the previous year. £ r 

al fasts by Royal authority, as peremptory in Both reports were unanimously a 

their terms, and as an interference by the | and addresses were delivered in the course 

civil magistrate with religious services, as of- | the evening by Drs. Lindsay and Peddie, tl 

ten capricious and illtimed, and couched in | Rev. Frederick Monod (deputy from the evan 

offensive terms, and as subjecting those Who | eclical Union of France), the Rev. William 

do not comply with these edicts and homolo- | Reid, and other gentlemen. 

gate repugnant assumptions, to the odium of | 

disloyalty. The overture suggests that all the 5 

object sought to be accomplished by the Royal The 

edict could be more efliciently secured by 5 cal : 

mutual arrangement amongst the different Protestant, Christianity in China have lately 

ecclesiastical bodies ; and prays the Synod |had reason to watch the progress of Sir‘ John 

to issue a recommendation to the ministers, | Bowring, will be : 

elders,, and members of the Church in their 

respective localities to take action; by the | “+7 

usual constitutional methods, to bring the sub- Mission 

joct of these fasts under notice in the pro-| tract. 

per quarter, With a view to bring about an | admiratio 

alteration of the phraseology employed on 
these occasions, so as to divest the Royal edicts 

of those offensive phrases which characterised 

the recent Royal proclamations, and adapt 

them to the circumstances of a free communi- 

t 

Stirling. Ie saw at that time his way clear 

only so far that he wished to have a little time 

to elapse between the month of August last and 
Alay, to consider whether or not it would be 

better to apply to be admitted to this Church, 

or perhaps some other Church. He had now. 

considered that point, and, with the permis 

sion of the- Synod, he would wish the prayer 
of the memoral to be that the suspension be 

removed, and that he be restored to the office 

of a minister of this Church.(Applause.) 

It was unanimously agreed, on the motion 

of Mr. Bell of New-castle and Dr. Wilson of 

Greenock. that the suspension be removed, 

snd that Mr. Rutherfurd be restored to the 

status of a minister of this Church, Dr. Brown 

observing that they received Mr. Rutherfurd 

with much cordiality. : 
The MopERATOR then intimated the de- 

liverance of the Synod to Mr. Rutherfurd. 
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ourneat the Wesleyan Chinese 
$4 k ; 
1g, of which we give an ex- 

ohn is a Socinian, but avows his 

  

n China think differently from Sir John 

“She HurToN of Paisley, in supporting the 3 
overture, dwelt upon the necessity of pro 

pouncing a certain sound on this subject, ax 
gaid it was of importance they should mak 
their principles on this subjett known both to | 1 
their rulers and to those who were without the 
pale of their denomination, and also s 
that a generation had risen up even within 

eiples. 1 : 
A lengthened discussion took place 

the subjeet, some members simply objecting 
to the phraseology employed, while other 
stated that their objections went farther, a 
they were opposed to the interference of t 
civil magistrate in the matter. Dr. Taylor 

3 w- and others, on the other han 
it would be better not to legislate 

bject at all, on aceonnt of the they! 

suits. 

     pure and undefiled v— 

“|-ed his existence. 

V ssings on a hati 

   

    

    

   
      

  

_| sionaries, they had ceased to require the pro- 

ropeans. Perhaps I use a wrong eXPTEsSion | prod ternnsl hold to De laid down in the 

when I say it is * hostile.” Itisa fancied shi THRE COE 7 Bey 

periority in the Chinese over other nations.— [Soe es aside Erastianism, which teaches 

This it 1s very difficult HORT INAS, Therefore, | that the Church is only one form of the 

I say they will receive impressions irom their! apad ins 4 Quakerism, which’ does not pro- 

own people which I do not think they would]. Tele ks dee it sec 0a BERL 0 lls 

receive from Europeans. At Shanghai, when | cpp; Rei SL TR IPR ort 

it was taken by our people, 00 persons were | (aoa on the Ee Cha Polity. 
received into an hospital, and were very much 1. The Pio, TH chs Bet tie SRI a hai 

benefitted by the: ministry of an eminent| ciyis the apostles and believers, constituted 

Scotch ISSIONATY: Mo. Burns. His preach-| the Church while our Saviour v on earth, 

ing produced a decided impression. ANY | ang that this organization was designed to be 

| | 

  
  

  

    
   

  

   Wer I'S orate ' having had eir o Q 0 A 

pe of a Te re atefl for sap el their | popnetual. After the ascension of our Lord, 

frosted and few repress BE VL Sk pie 
x J ; ) Ee s the ible hee the Church. his pri- 

were afterwards scattered abroad through the vg SF Doth 5 if bri : he Bicho is 

country; and I have since seen Mr. Burns, gan <<a “H ARs i a Rite of 
“ . . A ISL { 18 SU 7b) [Ne ODIs S 

: Phat : tlie.c <2 4 gad R 

hig ae na a5 Raho SoLe pe the hi Rome 3 dnd the apostleship 1s perpetuated in 

Wg oi xt i Lo 5 3 at EVR 5 de os the grder of Prelates. As in the Primitive 

1S AGHOUTON 2. CNY towa- is Utd €a- | Chigeh, no one could be an apostle who was 
ture is this, that he went into the country and | sabject to Christ, so now no one can be a 

remained six months in the inter io1 (which, Dl Broke 5vHo is nob subject to the Pope. And 

believe, is wholly unparalleled), in his Earo- | 5 then no one could be a Christian who was 
5 ANY miss] {Cian WINER CBP a <n Bape Gigs ye t 58 

Ra ASRS i ea hari | not siibject to Christ and the apostles, so now 

there dressed as Chinese. Ile never did 0.1 1,5 one can be a Christian who is not subject 
He always dressed as a clergyman: and Ibe- 

  

  

   

(¢ 
    

  

  
; 41 hit] ge yeh to the Pope and the Prelates. This is the 
lieve it has not hitherto been known that any | Ronish t of thie Church. A Vicar of 

   
    other clergyman dressed as an European, Chit, a pe tual College of apostles, eh] 

could go into the country and remain unmo-    a i aa the people subject to their infallible control. 

lested for the space of six months. While he | 9] The Prelatical theory assumes the per- 

  

     
  

was here he received some most inter i PERO SIT AAR CIARA 

letters from some of the converts; he read | Lis Bi 16 Gh is RE | i ee 
: 3 S ple Cats) n the Church, which therefore cons 

some of them to me, and they expressed their | De Tn gi ota Litas 
Sh Rs Rs ECE RES CaO: Fofiidlipse ss the true religion, and 

feelings in a most delightful Christian spirit, subject to apostle-bishops. This is the Ang 

showing that thay had not a mere head know- | 5 Tjgh-Church form of this theory. In its 

ledge. -1 am perfectly satisfied, as far as any | T,ow-Church form, the Prelatical theory sim- 
man can be satisfied who does not speak the | jy teaches that Ee 

language, that I have met Chinese whose ro-| ¢5id order in the mini ahd that ‘there 
sis ET ate TAT JAR SRE E < 3 
ligion was more than an outward conformity j | should be now. But it does not affirm that 

that it was reality ; and I could perceive that | mode of organization to be essential. 

they iA apa A pa 3. The Independent or Congregational the- 
ey have not the shehteet doubt that this w atehides tw $0 Tas 1 Ei] ee 

J 3 5) ory atieludes two principles ; first, that the 
movement will overthrow the present dynasty. 4 Sereand pede AI the 0) 

Even that is a thing to be thankful for; for I| is i the brotherhood ; and secondly, that 
believe that missionary labour is utterly im- | (hureh ¢ lization is complete in each wor 

possible as long as the present dynasty contin- | shipping assembly, which is independent of 
ues; so thoroughly hostile is it to any progress | every other. 

| 
| 

    

   
  

         

  

     

    

   

    
   

  

      

    
    

of the mind, or any knowledge whatever. And 4. The fourth theory is the Presbyterian, 

even should they propagate error, which Ido | which it is our present business to attempt to 

not think is possible, 16 will not continue, for | yy, 5ld. The three great negations of Presby- 
we know that “ God's word shall not return | torianism—that is, the three Ti Gare 

unto him void; but accomplish that where- | ich it denies are—1. That all church pos- 

unto he hath-sent it.” Tven the political re- | op vests in the clerey. 2. That the apostolic 

sult would be one of immense importance, be- | offee is perpetual. "73. That cach individual 

cause 1t brings with it such an enlargement of | Christian congregation is independent. The 

mind. There p gnother point; and that 1s, | afirmative statement of these principles is— 
that our treaties yo expired, and we shall be | 1; lat the people have a right to a substan- 

making new: ones. (Lear, hear.) The old | (ive part in the government of the Church. 
treaties took no a of the missionaries, and | 9 4 enresbyvters, who minister in word and 

did not refer to him, in fact they quite ignor- | dg fe the highest permanent officers of 

They did not suppose that | (je , and all belong to the same order. 
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  these eop required anything like Christian |" That the outward and visible Church is, 
teachin ow it behoves us to make an ef-     preispien Bes 4 | or should. be, one, in the sense that a smaller 

fort to see that there is introduced into any | y oh 

treaties protection for the missionary.— 
rs.) It does appear to me monstrous to 

| suppose that the mos estimable of men—the 
'm ho above al might bring down 

ald be the men who | 
re excluded; as if, because they became mis- 

| 

     

  

   

   

  

| bered that the Church is a theocracy. Jesus 

tection which is afforded to every other En-| Clipistis its head. All power is derived from ( 
\ 

glishman. (Hear) We ey ening lesson | in. His word is our written constitution.— 
from our neighbours the French in that re- | Aji Chusch power is, therefore, properly min- 

  

  
’ . 4 isterial a 

special honour to their missionaries. In China| to he done in the name of Christ, and in ac- 
       

confirmed by the speech of 

for the labours of the Romish mis- 
sio n China, who, according to him, are 

the only European religionists who have ever 

ne any good in that country. The reform- 

they have placed the two idolatries of 

| Buddha and the Pope in the same category, 

d the images of both have shared the same 
fate at the hands of the Chinese iconoclasts. 

an scarcely be expected that the reform- 

‘will receive any favourat the hands of 
Sir John Bowring, whose iefluence will more | Ch 

their own pale who did not know thesd prin- | probably be united with that of the French 

“in China, and placed at the service of the Je- 

The following extract while it contains [of man who has to make these 

much that is gratifying to the heart of the 
Christian, contains also a melancholy evidence 

1 of the little regard which men in high places 
{bave for the spread of the religion of Christ 

| 
| 

[ 

spect ; for, wherever their flag flies they do administrative. Every thing is 

1 
| 
| 

1 

this is remarkably the case. They keep an | sopdance with his di The Chaveh. 

ambassador there, and keep ships there, for no 
other purpose than to protect and forward | 
their missionaries. (Cheers.) I do not malign | 5 
Sir John Bowring because he avows that he { 

CUONS. 

    

is a Unitarian ; and I have often had conver- | 
‘sation with him upon the subject of his views 
‘He has often told me that he hag no sympathy 
with Protestant missionaries; that he has no od by all who enter her communion. 

elief that they have done any thing in China; "Phat is, she has the right to frame creeds or 

nd that he has a most thorough belief that | confessions of faith, as her testimony for the 

eRoman Catholic missionaries have done a trath, and her protest against error. And as 

| 

en 

in of doctrine. 
right to sot forth a public declaration of the 

. 

matters 

      

   

she believes, and which are to be 

When I have asked him to point | ¢he has been commissioned to teach all nati- 
1t what they bad done, he has replied, that | ons: she hag the right of selectin teachers, 
rere was a great deal that was not to be seen | of judging of their fitness, of ordaining and 

a laugh) —that he was a privileged person podagisiethen forth into the field, and “of Te- 
- re had been admitted to a degree of sing them when unfaithful. 
intimacy to which Englishmen werenot admit {rch has power to set down rules 
ted—that he was admitted to their confidence ring of public worship. 3. 
—that he had gone to their houses, and they 
had taken him to a back room, and had shown 
him their altars. I said, I thought that very 
much like “a hole-and-corner” kind of re 

    

              

    

   
     
   

    

  

er to make rules for her own govern- 
such as every Church has in its Book 

of Discipline, Constitution, or Canons, &e.— 

4, She has power to receive into fellowship, 
lude the unworthy from her own 

      

    

   

      

> 3 communi 
(Hear, hear.) Upon one oc- N the question is, Where does this pow- 

: ? Does it, as Romanists and Prelat- 
the ot jecty lirm, belong exclusively to the clergy ? 

dong in Chim, and eventually he referred to ve they the right to determine for the 
the argument of numbers, which you would | ¢hurch what she is to believe, what she is to 
hardly suppose a man in the nineteenth cen- what she is to do, and whom she ig to 

v 

     
   profess, 

  

tury would do, as if numbers constituted in- | yoecive as members, and whom she is to 
| . . - - y ped “ag p AB . ¥ > ie : 

tellect, intelligence, or information. (Cheers.) reject? Or does this power vest in the 

  

We are taught by the Scriptures that the | lurch 
arch is always to be the “few,” and not the 

“many.” I said to him, © Dr. Bowring, there 
are some subjects upon which one may say | 
with Augustine * Athanasius contra munum.” 
The Doctor was angry ; and this is 

itself—that is, in the whole body of 
the faithful ? This, it will be perceived, is a 
radical question—one which touches the es- 
sence of things, and determines the destiny of 

2 men. If all Church power vests in the cler- 
the kind | ry, then the people are practically bound to 

  

N - . . 
(Cheers.) I believe, while meaning 
he can for this country, his feelings 
ether against missionaries, and that he is in | then the people have a rig! 

4 ed o 

and honour of our country, or the interost of 
Christianity 04 hearth”           the hands of others, who have not the ao | 

    

  

  

  

  

order) as in all churches of the sai 

  
| 
| pears that the principle of liberty and the 

| 

| 

She | 

  
1e8 | Pt p J foe < o 

Hraieng passive obedience in all matters of faith and | not competent for the clergy to frame and au- 

to d ike | practice, for all right of private judgment is | thoratively set forth a creed to be embraced 

are alto- | then denied. Ifit vests in the whole Church, | by the Church, and to be made a condition 

part in the decision ofall questions relating to | without the consent of tho peoplo. 

doctrine, worship, order, and discipline.— | croods profess to express the mind of the! 

Tha public assertion of this right of the peo-' Church. 

l ample, can exercise only those powers which 

{ are inherent in tha people. 

Dle, at {he time of this Reformation, roused all 
Surope. It was an apocalyptic trumpet, 1. e. 

a trumpet of revelation tuba per sepulchra 
sonans, calling dead souls to life ; awakening 
them to the consciousness of power and of 
right; of power conveying right and imposing 
the obligation to assert and exercise it. This 
was the end of Church tyranny in all truly 
Protestant countries. It was the end of 
the theory that the people were bound tepas- 
sive submission in matters of faith and prac- 
tice. It was deliverance to the captive, the 
opening of the prison to those who were 
bound ; the introduction of the people of God 
into the liberty wherewith Christ has made 
them free. This is the reason why civil lib- 
erty follows religious liberty. The theory 
that all Church power vests in a divinely con- 
stituted hierarchy, begets the theory that all 
civil power vests, of divine right, in kings and 
nobles. And the theory that Church power 

in the Church itself, and all Church of- 
ficers are servants of the Church, of neeessity 
begets the theory that civil power vests in the 
people, and that civil magistrates are servants 
of the people. These theories God has join- 
ed together, and no.man can put them asun- 
der. It was, therefore, by an infallible in- 
stinet, the unfortunate Charles of England 
said, “No bishop, no king;” by which he 
meant, that if there is no despotic power in 
the Church, there can be no despotic PB 
in the State ; or, if’ there be liberty 
Church, there will be liberty in the Sta 

Sut this great Protestant and Presbyterian 
principle is not only a principle of liberty, it 
is also a principle of order. 1st. Bee 
power of the people is subject to the infallible 
authority of the word; and 2d. Because the 
exercise of it is in the hands of duly constitn- 
ted officers. Presbyterianizsm. does not dis- 
solve the bands of authority, and resolve the 
Church into a mob. Though delivered from 
the autoctatic authority of the hierarchy, it 
remains under the law to Christ. Is it re- 
stricted in the exercise of its pow&r by the 
word of God, which bends the reason, heart, 
and conscience. We only cease to be the ser- 
vants of men, that we may be the servants of 
God. We are raised mto a higher sphere, 
where perfect liberty is merged in absolute 
subjection. As'the Church is the aggregate 
of believers, there is an intimate analogy be- 

tween the experience of the individual be- 
liever, and of the Church as a whole. ~The 
believer ceases to be the servant ofsin, that he 
may be the servant of righteousness; he is 
redeemed from the law, that he may 'be the 
servant of Christ. So the Church is deliver- 
ed from an illegitimate authority, not that 
she may be lawless, but subject to an authori- 
ty legitimate ‘and divine. The Reformers, 
therefbre, as instruments, in the hands of God, 
in delivering the Church from bondage to 
prelates, did not make it a tumultuous multi- 
tude, in which every man was a law to him- 
self, free to believe, and free to do what he 
pleased. The Church, in all the exercise of 
her own power, in reference either to doc- 
tyine or discipline, acts under the written law 
of God as recorded in his word. 

But besides this, the power of the Church 
is not only thus limited and guided by the 
Scriptures, but the exercise of it isin 
hands of legitimate officers. The € 
not a vast democracy, where ever 
decided by the popular voice. # 
the author of confusion, but of pi 

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

        

   

        

     

      

  

  

   

  

Westminster Confession, therefore, expressing 

the common sentiment of Presbyterians, says: 

— «The Lord Jesus Christ, as King and Head 

of his Church, hath therein appointed a go- 

vernment in the hands of Church officers, dis- 

tinct from the civil magistrate.” = The doc- 

trine that all civil power vests ultimately in 

the people; is not inconsistent with the doc- 

trine that that power i in the hands oflegiti- 

mate officers, legislative, judicial, and execu- 

tive, to be exercised by. them according to 
law. Nor is itinconsistent with the doctrine 

that the authority of the eivil magistrate is 

jure divino. So the doctrine that Chureh 
power vests in the Church itself, is not incon- 
sistent with the doctrine that there is a divine- 

ly appointed class of officers, through whom 

that power is to be exercised. It thus ap- 

    

principle of order ave perfectly harmonious.— 

Tut denying that all Church power vests ex- 

clusively in the clergy, whom the people have 

nothing to do but to believe and obey ; and 

in affirming that it vests in the Church itself, 

while we assert the great principle of Christi- 
an liberty, we assert the no less important 
principle of evangelical order. 

It is not nee 'y to oseupy your time in 
quoting either from the Reformed Confessions 
or from standard Presbyterian writers, that 

the principle just stated is one of the radical 

principles of our system. Tt is enough to ad- 

vert to the recognition of it, involved in the 
office of ruling elder. _ 

Ruling elders are declared to be the repre- 

sentatives of the people. They are chosen 

by them to act in their name in the govern- 

ment of the Church. The functions of these 

elders, therefore, determine the power of the 

people; for a representative is one chosen by 

others to do in their name what they are en- 

titled to do in their own persons; or rather 

to exercise the powers which radically inhere 

in those for whom they act. The members 

of a State Legislature, or of Coneress, for ex- 

    

   

    

  

  

   

  

   

    

   

     
    

    

Church, and, therefore, cannot declare the 
faith of the Church, without the co-operation 
of the Church itself. Such Confessions, at 

| the time of the Reformation, proceeded from 
the whole Church. And all the Confessions 
now in authority in the different branches of 

[ the great Presbyterian family, were adopted 
| by the people through their representatives, 
as the expression of their faith. So, too, in 
the selection of preachers of the word, in judg- 

| ing of their fitness for the sacred office, in de- 
| Cae whether they shall be ordained, in 
| judging them when arraigned for heresy, the 
Eel have, in fact, an equal vote with the 
| clergy. * 

  
  

  

2. The same thing is true as to the jus 
liturgicum, as it is called, of the Church. The 

istry cannot frame a ritual, or liturgy, or 
ctory for public worship, and enjoin its 

1se on the people to whom they preach. All 
such regulations are of force only so far as 
the people themselves, in conjunction with 
their ministers, see fit to sanction and adopt 
them. ; 

3. So to, in forming a constitution, or in 
enacting rules of procedure, or making can« 
nons, the people do not merely passively as- 
sent, but actively co-operate. They have, 
in all these matters, the same authority as the 
clergy. : 

4 And finally, in the exercise of the pow 
er of the keys, in opening and shutting the 
door of communion vith the Church, the pee- 
ple have a decisive voice. In all cases of 
discipline, they are called upon to judge and 
to decide. 

There can, therefore, be no doubt that 
Presbyterians do carry out the principle, that 
Church power vests in the Church itself, and 
that the people have a right to a substantive 
part in its discipline and government. Im 

| other words, we do not hold that all power 
| vests in the clergy, and that the people have 
{ only to listen and obey. 

But is this a seriptural® principle ? Is its 
| matter of concession and courtesy, or 1s ib 

a matfer of divine right ? Is our office of 
| ruling elder one only of expediency, or is it 
an essential element of our system, arising out 
of the very nature ot the Church as constitued 
by God, and, therefore, of divide authority ? 

This, in the last resort, is, after ail, only the 
question, Whether the clergy are the Church, 

or whether the people are the Church. If 
as Louis the XIV. said of France, “1 am 
the State,” the clergy can say, ¢ We are the 
Church,” then all Church power vests in them, 
as all civifpower vested in the I'rench mon- 
arch. But if the people are the State, civil 
power vests in them ; and if the people are the 
Church, power vests in the people. If the 
clergy are priests and mediators, the channel 
of all divine communications, and the only 
medium of access to God, then all power i) 
in their hands ; but if all believers ave priosts 
and kings, then they have something more to 
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do than merely passively to submit. So ab- 
S Sp a ~ . 

horrent is this idea of the clergy being the 
Church to the consciousness of Christians, 
that no definition of the Church for the fi 
fifteen centuries after Christ, was ever fi 
that even mentione 1 the clergy. This i 
to haye been first done by Canisius and 
Jarmine.t Romanists define the Church to be 
i those who profess the true religion, and are 

biect to the Pope.” Anglicans define it as 

those who profess the true religion, and are 

bject to Prelates.” The Westminster Con- 

Wfossion defines the visible Church, © Those 

who profess the true religion, together with 

their children.” In every Protestant symbol, 

Lutheran or Reformed, the Church is said 

to be the company of faithful men. Now, as 

    

attributes or characteristics of a subject; 
and as, by the common consent of Protestants, 
the definition of the Church is complete with- 
out even mentioning the clergy, it is evidently 
the renunciation of the radical principle of 
Protestantism, and, of course, of Presbyterian- 
13m, to maintain that the Church power vests 

# ‘This point is argued at length by Turrettin 

in this chapter, De jure Vocationis. Ie proves 

that the right to call and appoint minister? be- 

longs to the whole Church: 1. Ouia data ost 
ecclesiis potestas clavium, He quotes Tostatus, 
who, he says, proves by various arguments, 
« Claves datas esse toi eeelesir, atqueo adeo joa 

i'larnm exercendarum ad eam primario et radica- 

liter pertinerc, ad alios vero tantnm secundario et 
participative.” 2. Idem probatur ex jure minis. 
terii, quod ccclesios competit. 3. Ex jure super- 
foritatis. Quin auctoritas et jus actionis ad su- 
periorem, non ad inferiorem pertinet. Atcecle- 

sia est gnperior pastoribusnou pastores ceclasins. 

4. Ix probatione doctorum. Quiaad illum por: 

tinet jus vocandi, cujus est dizcerunere doctores s 

seductoribus, probare sanam doctrinam, voce 

Christi a voce pseudapostolorum distinguere, 

alienum non sequi, anathematizare eos qui alind 

evangelium praviicant. 5, Ix praxi apostolor- 

um. 6. I3x ccelesia primitiva. 

Gerhard, the great Lutheran theologian of the 
seventeenth century, teaches the samo doctrine. 

Tomus xii. p. 85. Cuicurque claves regi eoel- 

orum ab ipso Christo sunt tradite, penes eum 

est jus vocandi ceclesisa ministros.  Atqui toti 

ecclesia traditm sunt a Chiisto claves regni coe- 

lorum. Irgo penes totam ceclexian est jus vo- 

candi miniztros.  Propositio contirmata ex de~ 

finitione ¢l ey ceelornm Per clavos 

enim po ica in itur, enjuas 
pars est jus v constituandi oeclosim 

nistros. He quotes Augustin, lib I. de doe- 

trina Christ. eap. 18 : © Hay claves dedit ecclosis 

suae, ut qua solveret ju terra, soluta essent in 

coelo, et que ligavet in terra, ligata cssent in 

coclo.” 
In the Smalewld Articlea it is said:—Ad haze 
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    The powers, therefore, exercised by our 

ruling elders, are powers which belong to the | 

lay members of the Church. What then are | 

the powers of our ruling elders ? 1. As to mat- 

  

tors of doctrine and the great office of teach- | 

ing, they have an equal voice with the clerg 

in the formation and adoption of all symbols 

faith. According to Presbyterianism, it is 
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| © it to a substantive | of either ministerial or Christian communion, 
Buch 

But the wmrintetry ave not the! 
     
    

      

necesse est fateri, quod claves non ad personam 

anius corti hominis sed ad ecelesiam pertincant, 

ut multa clavissimma et firmissima argumenta tes- 

tantur. Nam sins de 15 dicens, Mate 

xviii. addit . ubicunque duo vel tres consenser- 

int super terram ete. Tribuit igitur principalit- 

or claves eccelesim, ct immediate ; sicut et ob 

cam causam ceclesia principaliter liabet jus vo- 

cationis.— Hase, Libri Symbolici. p. 347. 

Ubicanque est ecclesia, ibi cst jus administran- 

di evangelii  Quara naccesvo est, ccclosiam re- 

tinere jus vocandi ot ordinandsi ministro. Ei 

hoe jus est donum proprio datum ecclesim, quod 

nulla humana auctoritns occlesias cripero potest. 

— bid. p. 333. 

+ Sherlock on the Nature of the Church, p. 86. 

  

       

  

   

    

       

    

  

      

a definition is the statement of the essential - 

    

   

  

          

   

 


