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# Scene from the Annals of |the Church.

Plartyrdom.
The doom of deal’s was spoken, a boding si-
leticq iy ;
O’er Litomerel
shalow:
A trembiling, hiteried footstep passed the mas-
sive crealing door,
And o pa.g, faiy woman, weeping, sank upon
oalzén floor.

*he‘hxw{:& olore the father's f'ceg—~..1h
'hc );.ther s knce :
i quczoy’ she ll_xtturmg said
1 F}; iha prisoner free !
! heas ihy &u1zhter pleading fortln‘ﬁus-'
bond of Ber youth—

To early times this worldly

and made havoc of the Chusch of God.
: His innocent and defenceless people were
judgment-hall when eve her | ruthlessly slauehtered, as had been fore-
told : ** Behold; I send yon forth as sheep
in the midst of wolves.” Dut it wasalso
predicted, thatialterwards the same world-
{1y spirit under a pious garb, would creep
ipto, the Charch. - The disciples were
Marxzed to Beware' of such as should
% come to them in-sliecep’s ¢lothing, but

inwardly are ravening wolves.”  And the |
apostle warned the phesian eldevs that,

after  his depavting © grievous wolves

% b L‘uu

tegsh ! L flock.” Now, among these insidious dis-
%is L then'oh | sy father, turbers may be‘ c!.xv?e‘d lhe.ﬂplo:(fl)lm;_;
b3 church ‘member. For lhe is not only
] moved by a werldly spirit, in his efforts
at abducting the unwary of other foldsin-
to his own, but he contrives to mask a
his doom ; worldly policy (which is, of course, only

But ask mo nt to spare him—yon river is this to fleece them), under a saintly disgaise.
tomb.” His secret designs are covered up with the

8he hung npon “10 old man’s neck—~she kiss- | most plagsible pretexts, and furthered by
ed his wiiniled brow: the most insinuating manners. It is ins

& Thou gavass rae )lmu and smiled upon our{ deed wonderful how adroitly the practis-

 FOw.! ed sheep stealer will carry on his depxﬂ-
Me shebis her o in anger—no tea.rwas in Lls u'mor‘s

And thg:'jbs* To begin withy be is wary in choos-
kot or o d ing+his victim&+ I have noticed that
’ Le the little ewe-lambs are his i'nvonﬁ',u
it '9_:191110 umah:u] touched the prey, probably because of a suscep

s S ol R A rushma oler the in them to his wiles. ~And when he fontes
rivenchim ~nd still; @ on one of his thievish errands, yon cannot
Wild mea took up cheir statien, with psle, and think how delicately he goes about iti—
sword, and spear, You would never take him to be any
he has so many of the

ways of the >hcep Though inwardly
raging with hunger for his prey, yet he
is mmv’ndly co'npoJed, pleasant and sym-
pathizing. - At first he makes no very di-
rect or abrupt adsvances, but sighs and
looks compassionately on the poor little
sheep, as though he thought it neglected

nmdc“'m pqmed ,hlm i do by 1t2’sheplxeul, or forced folive upot the
i\ i poor fodder. © At the same time he strives
'"u..»,ﬂ‘.?.& dauszh»m',thatutrono himself to appear remarkably - well fed,
arted wifsy and to make his discourse savoury:; and,
ingshe a'?.ms ‘h° side of{ how and then, will cast sheepls. eye
2 ?c&ﬂtﬁ'm'}‘i{own mezdow, as ‘m'g‘n A510
a”“‘Ser‘ how we live in clover over
| there I Now, it is the nature of the’ sheep
to be ea~1ly led astray:; it bas beén a sus-
ceptible, quileless creature since the world
began 5 and let it once get the notion in
its foolish head, that it isin nowise itself
to blame for its lean-condition, and it is
e [ just silly enough to supposeit will ke bet-
and, tered by wandering off to some other pas-
voms  fast twming her hus-|ture. ~And so the wolf catcheth and scat-

rpse arounds Y o tereth the sheep.

2. Sheep-stealing increases the labour
of the shepberds to ng purpose. It isthe
business of the shepherds to feed the
flocks over the which they have been ap-
‘pointed overseers ; (o 'vmde them to the
green pastures and be :I«Iothe still waters ;
to restore them, when faint and erring,
into the sufe paths, and to show them the
: way down the dark valley ; for sheep are
sor Sheep-StealerS-_ naturally afvaid of ravines, and are apt
hiia likened Qcmture to | to wander and be lOst or caught in thick-
eepe Jis bead is the good |ets. It is a work of both patience and
Shapherd, who lnyelh down his life for | love—that of fznthfully tending a flock of
the shieep. [lereafter there will be but | sheep—and requires - the shepherd to
ene fold and ome shepherd. Bat here| watch well his own steps and theirs. = If
there are, ol Nbe ty ‘and by reason of | the shepherd attends to his basiness, and
hzm-m -mpufe.&ﬂn many different folds | the sheep are not molested, there is no
and varions under-shepherds. *These un- | more sweet and peaceful sight in the
der-shepherds arel pastors (as the sword it- | world than to see Lim going before them,

salf implies) ; and their several congrega- | with his crook, amid the green pastures
#ons are the flocks which they Dave re- | and beside the still waters. But let a
eeived in charge (rom the chief Sheplerd. | panic spread an.ong them, as when wolves
It is the instinct-of every well trained | are thought to he prowling aboat, and it
flock to keep by its shepherd or pastor;|is well known they will become unman-
to know his voice rather than the voice of | ageable. They themselves can neither
strangers, and to follow him as he leads | gaze with comfort, nor find time to rum-
them to pasture; for they are all of the|inate; nor can the sh oet them to
same fold, or cote, and many of them,|heed his call, or or follow him to

whea lambs, received tha baptismal mark | pasturé, And what 15 worse than ‘this,
at his hands. The relation betwe -| it sagns beoms to be thonght thatit is the,
harda.enditheir-docks is often v yer, | shepherd’s sole work to be walking about
and should never, for trivial re ‘be | among them, keeping them in ranks (and
savered. So long as it is duly _,hed thereby really starve them under pre-
the shepherds are enabled to do their | tence of pacifying them), instead of going
work without distraction ; the flocks are | with them in gearch of the choice, grassy
well fed and caved [or, and all dwell to- | nooks, where they may eat their fill and
gether, side hy elde, in love and unity. lie down in peace. For there are always
But fookisliness is ingrained in the na- | some silly ones in every flock, who like
ture of sheep, as wickedness is in men.— | to be made a great deal of by the shep-
There are always some who will not suf- | herd ; and would have him ever running
fer the sevéral flocks to live togetheér in | to them, and petting them; and nothing
this neighbourly harmony. Instead of| pleases them so much, if he will lower his
keeping within their own folds and by | creok ang let them play withi it.  And it
their own shepherds, they go abroad, tres- | is a common device with these weaklings
passing on other pasture-grounds, to see |10 shy off to one side {rom the flock, and
if they cannot entice unwary or roving | then run back, as much as to hint that
ones to come over-and join their flock— | the wolf has thought them of enough con-
eommonly, under: pretence of finding bet- | sequence to be at them; and if the shep- |
ter feed and care, but really with a very | herd wishes to keep them, he must show
differgnt purpose. them more atteation, or otherwise they
This proselyting of other church mem- | will let themselves be caught. Thus, like
bers, is what may be termed stealing the | the rogue in Zsop, they cry “ Wolf!—
aheep. or sheep-stealing ; and it is a prac. | Wolf !” merely for the sake of getting the
tice to be reprehended, for several rea-|shepherd to runtothem. And fora time

BULRT the shepherd goes at their call; but after

1. Sheep-staaling is at best a wolfish | awhile he becomestired of such play, and
propensity. The wolf is a beast of prey, | begins to fear, il he thus neglect the whole

fierce, ravenous, and crafty, yet coward- | flock for their sakes, he will be thonght a

ly, and withal a natural enemy to sheep. | hireling and not & shepherd, and so gives

e thus serves as a commgp emblem of | them no more than their share. And

tho worldly spirit, as to that of | then the wolf comes indeed.

«Mylifeisbomdi i’

~pm1* thy ehi!
'Ihe o.

sd—-he spurned hcr
1 with geaturc wild :
s a Loretic ; go thouand share

her spirit ncr_;cd to save

Lt

By the greeh o3 l;lu\\u“' marqam of Albis thing of a wollf,

det ep a“ clgar.

."l"

: wnd dh(l limb,
And ona b\ ¥ phmn »d thém deep in
the e
Aund ifa’s:
. gainds

Wxth shon’s ¢

_qu(“

:

There was no pityin the hearts of stone upon
h‘L bank;

band’ co

Proud Rom2,

iy doom is writtgn ‘in the
. o tha _3hou hast spilt—;

Mot all thi» ocear s waters can wash away thy
guilt:

Thy day of s

orm is breaking on tho castern
L ul]l
s slrane citadel “is rocking to

spirit-showad. itself as a persecating apirit, |

should énter among them, net spaving the |

3. Sheep-stealing proves to bé a very
Even the
sheep, after it has once been be-

shameful thing when detected.
‘1 stols.
| cuile® away into another fold, loses it

artlessness of manner, and can never‘mee

1eepish.
:irxi‘:-lf' 11

‘]L [lS ,.o“Lhing.
ness L'ch'.'\)‘ him § he
[H(’\ X

cover t

He comes to have an uneasy, cuhu'it feel-

ing, as of one with a “guilty conscience.—

In his own fold he trembles
herd’s

with all his craftiness, the
most wv.um]ly of bum:. He is
ened at fire, at the sound of bella, and at
(e singing of menand women.”

is another curious thing I have r
spectiny wol
for its nx,uh,
ine, when they can get no prey. wolves
are 5a id to destroy one another! for when
cet together, bgmoanmfr them-

run reand in ‘a circle, and the
J h through giddiness,
, 'the ground, is forthwith devoured by the
rest.” And of this I .think we hada
warning, “ But if ye bite and devour one
m':otlzcr, take heed ye be not consumed
one of another.”

All men profess to-despise sheep-steal-

waxed very wroth against the thief, and

die becat 12 Liad no pity.
King David .xbnsl ed to tind he must him~
sel a':\ the sheep-stealer’s place, as the
prophiet turned upon him and said, ** Thou
art thie man” © And so, it is possible my
little fable.may be found to apply, in the
me direct 'way,, to some of its readers.
If this
that ‘it i fo Le xc"" for any one
wlo will degcend to lhe p‘ftltul business
of stealing a%heep, deserves to be eaught
at iti—Lhiladelphia Presbyterian.

The Nodding Congregation;
OR, THE STORY OF AN EXCHANGE.

It cannot be doubted that hearers are
often made victims tothe dulness of speak-
ers. DModerate gifts in the pulpit some-
limes-exercise the grace of patience in
the pew. DBut the case i3 sometimes re-
versed ; as may bave happened in the
following instance, which is snatched from
the diary of Rev. Mr.—m—,

% Jxchanged this afternoon with bro

(her P.; felt in good spirits for preach-
ing; in order to spn'\k with more spiri
tooksermon No. 527, which I had enjoy-
ed so much in the morning, when there
was an evident interest on the part of the
people, as I judzed from the attitude of
some who leaned forward as if eagor for
every word.

As I looked around my afternoon andi-
ence, the prospeet was lathm' disconrag-
ing.. The house was thin, Vacant pews
stared at me. The scattered worshippers
had a negative look, as if they promised
but litile sympathy between 1the pew and
thepulpit. !

the seryice progressed, four plate

capriers &hot out from their seats with an’
energy which rather encouraged me.
There, thought I, are at least four wakeful
bearers. There was beside a very seri-
ug looking wowman sitling almost alone
by the side of the pulpit, from whom I
promised myself a good share of altenti.
on. And then in the centre of the church
were two faces, which on the whole pro-
mised more than any other two in the
house. They both seemed to be minis-
ters. . One especially had that clenical as-
pu' imparted.by gold spectacles, an am*
ple neck-sie of snowy whiteness,s with a

in the countenance,

wCounting mainly supon these few as
pretty sure to respond to my address by
an intol.};fﬂt attention, and reselved to
preach jast as if the church was full, I
named my text, bc gan the discourse, I
soon found that the ('ul:():l() to learn my
subject had subsided’ into the most serene
confidence that I was orthodox, and not
likely to do any injury by my discourse.
1 Indeed, some very soon evinced tneu
[ compos UI'L by beginning to nod. DBut I
| passed on, l.,ml\m" of my sober faced fe-
wmale hearer, in the corner, of my four
plate-carriers, and two ministers; I was
sure of seven hearers at least.

By and by an irresistible spell began
to come over me. Some unfriendly spir-
it whispered “ See how sleepy they are,
you are dulll” T stgrted with pain, and
endeavoured to thro y whole soul into
the discourse, I had overcome such in-
fluence before, and meant to do 8o again.

N. 8., SATURIBAY,

its former shepherd without a- certain
forced way with it, that shows it feels
And as to the sheep-stealer
is sare to be found out, Af-
the flocks begin to know Lipty
His greedi-
is too eazer for his
nd, moréover, let him once diss
| that the sheep are becoming shy of
! bim, and his own courage.bégins to fail.
|

{

{1

at the shep-
voice; and when abroad he starts
and runs ifiyou but look at him. For,
wolt' is the | o
¢ frighpe
"There
ad re- y
lves, though T canngt vouck'| “S&. .

“In the times of great fam- | My

y to angthier, ‘ay it ‘were by cog~

falleth to i.?‘..: drawing-room.
b

inz, . When King Imvl was listening tosa. = ; 3 4
SESEE L > a preacher from abroad enters your | State of the American Union 2
Nathan's parabls of a sheep-stealer, het| T mew Z

swore a gredt oath that he should surelys
But how was

b nditig
“[‘&illl he the )c fdo Lok I:xu-\_y_»gmc.uv condiiign o New . L for 1

good measure of benevolence expressed |

BOO_*....D’:. Chalme

;:‘":__.__ e e v e MO T . S AT
1]1".\‘1‘1“ D N X § iy
DE JINGNAID RN &Y, IC?-J»).

X mcmee:

T ; 1

Trs.

y began to nod, DMy four plate-car- | there is no altes
s, whom I took to be deacons, had set- | mourn. Tt S
1 down in the corner of their pew P ‘)‘i “,l“\zw S
¢ JQ' ey were in a night-(rain on the + el it
=) throughout this land of rim father
pgad.  And what was my consternation| oo, e :
(‘y\‘\n; nothing less) to see one of my cle- | “1:; TosppDEsgIL S T
rigat hearers, theone with the white cra- | o
\*a.pd \}mu acles '
A .

cye an

!ul; alas, it was- impossible. The old | Haws give their testimony that they are true,
3 R i i

S

a melancholy tiu ay of piet

Boston Traveller

g from Vermont
omy picture of the Cht

nal Cl

, my main reliapce, nod-

A D ds.  as if seized with ap- |

o 4

frame. reported as non- T

All paris of the

}{ "m\mhinwwl. (xdu-m i.
ed for deliver:
and every Chri
1 on as vigorous

I exhausted my | 74 5 Eaen
A e 7 | The loss of mem!
tan, principle. & | 50 o)
s Pt | Windham county,
; fg A Y ‘. |county, 35 per ce
h of the North-west passage. I fin-| Hl
x‘“\, dismissed the people,” and came ; the
h-@é"\\annu ing. - The same sermon had | in 13
H;&;ts’.lfd a l.uge congregation in
nipg. In the '\flblnl()ull, it. proved
ent than Imnpxb 1

sly peep into that minister’s diary |
#@oxu one or two lessons worth ne-| :
he Christiar r 7
A 'lioy shall be addressed to hearers. | cong Sl ity
5 2ig 2 ‘L ement, and says :—
Jiemember how vastly the preacher |
|
be .hv.pcd or hindered by your xuod(.1 gm.,. £

olad\m ng. Take heed therefore how ye |
hé®r,  Look the preacher in the face a

or L.u.L peribd is, 1

her Churches have

me extinet, many ;_nu\.x‘\ enfet

‘hurch in Hubbardton, Rutl
6, had 92 members. Since that time
the | 83 have been dismissed by letter, and the
| Church now consi

LS, A‘Ik'llll)kll {
in much U\L‘ same ‘)]Ul‘l)‘ IIIJ

g

sta

5 50 great a resemblance to that of th

as
 knew, that he was addressing you; !
if Jou meant to hear Lim.
18 o yon as person: ul_) as if he wuud
He 15 influenced
and mapner. llardly a
nent of yours will escape his notice.
songht not only to beinterested, but to
Sat that yow are. Do this; and you be-
et the iighest favour which a Learer

an they 77

The Bible Repertory for July asks :—

“ Why is it
our aititude

the world' ever saw, where the trath has al
ways been firee, where intelli
cation are
other commun.t, of equal extent
why is it that in such a community thought i
more unsettled

»

All s

piagit, do your best to m;\l»;‘ Lim feel at|sultsare doubtles

1 : : o e on s
26 (hat bhe will wish to come again, ol oy s We do not p
Jn gaity away pleasant imp oha o indicate them. We, h.(.)\f“[:'
= ) : ; that one of the m
Gl le\mx\,;x".u( evotional .n'nm]

' P in the unseriptural
1),/;?:\.1“ si.is one rent of ( Shiristit nmy { has prevailed in Ma;

- 1 ™ =
wiitel: .up.z:-l surcly in the house | "”m Pr

due to thej

sachusett

eshyterian Critic says:

the most direct, effectus n,d nd Chr

shyter; \ﬁ
iandi a delermined effort to carry t I
once more into the regions over which Con
grege 'Uovah m has run its course.

e T Alexander (says the TLouis-
\1[1&;_ ¥ c;uﬂt Heraid), a short time pre- 1101'
viousto ' his death, predic lul that the time was | ¢
pluL, ably nr_", far distant when it would be the
duty‘ot the Presbyterian Church to extend
her missionary efforts to New Kngland, and
07145‘ 1e gospel, in its simplicity, to its peo-
[)l(. 0 were starving on? ncmph ical d.s-
{msmo 1s and the thousand and one isms which,
arve'atdvogated from their pulpits, from Sab-
bath#o Babbaths instead fwl tl) > trath as 1t is in
1me "':'* grss 3 1\]0(1 as an
Q

its ufteranece, bm Hu
cate that the. peri not far ¢ when
guehia movement will not be oub ot piace. In
proorof this-asseriion we quotea few extracts
frompy our cx\ h'm'r A Boston correspond-
cn'tt >

Congrega
ism has been continually declining i
ality and ‘orthodoxy for fifty years and
more, and ¢ ontinually increasing in arroganc

and a wild and restless ac thxt\, which pant
for (‘V‘l)l]lln“ that is not 000\. and true anc

settled. mioll) of t

a proof of
utter CUl][lle'\_}l], C
evidence of progr

1S ‘:\pl;uify, which once exert

ew England, and made

\V]l at 1t 1s,

of men’s dev ch h‘ ve already

and, for the

» | errory and delu

o1
fio¢ of this w 011«' andto have en sion by which they

%ie cantest for the hono
and*)‘u—ea and fisheg’ of the l’” u
\\ ith @ zeal worthy ofithe caus
Magtgr. - Clergymen are
nuwibers, not praying for
apostblic direction, bat
be rulers. « They are }mllx seen an
the palticalcaucus.
officet, and stand as e even
elactdd as Representatives and Senators of
"‘L‘:tenenhmfmb. anc l members of Co 3

Qe o

i“ C.’.';‘z's('
- g hodg.editer, ity
Pmd gan by Lp h and
ato }'Fmb A —

lie aspect 0('e'~du°' :
'v(‘hm.s in the New England S
ally in M

vet be suc
Church government wh
their efforts very feeble for th
in the immediate churches
are connec :ted.  The public
n, is intengely active and restless, dis
stems and old institutionsas relics ot
e ol compz gnorance, and it is
ever e orward tows
is new and mlkmn

at "nl

with which they

striving to
d n("u[ at

1 for

cation, and all their modes of 11\ ing
algo in religion and morals ?
OH Lls‘mmul l)mh. the "ospo p an nl

why not
> 1‘51 an

ving

f New York,
e et

a New Lng—

education, says Ina

tand him erucified, an
for the Holy \1.11.1 tu n

L ke
tes :
e ,LU\ 10‘1‘“\1 n.\t.\m of stonl

al to the

truth effe

t - a starth

husetts, PrE b is a slow and tedic vay of reforming the |
l’h"“ﬂm"l'OW and “ bic L well fill the world. These mén of progress, who are un-
melu £ gospel Chris L““Y with gorrov. | willine to do as their ers did, and brand
Foumed &s those communities were by 1“““ ‘l who do so as old f behind the

who 1(\<ﬂldcfl
Snlx;» ure with a re-
veronte before which all the dicta of mere
human philos sophy were as nothing, they have,
;nmq,{:wl, s, passed over pc n, little by
ittle, from the sound m"'oflu\_\-ui the Puritan
fathers, until they at length haye become the
very hop beds of fanaticism and error. .Abo-
hlm-uam of the wildest Az, l’u-v
keri me sonism,
l’du e, U Initari
Bus nqe‘lwn h\ml 'u*\ Pus
jem, ~#ath a legion of other

loving ;mu (iod-fearing men,

the wl ngs o

st invent some
y. IHenee have arisen the
¢h have found their birth in |
emanated thence to other

age, m

of “1

Church has taken advan-
3 sl wte of the public mind |
an l taken possession of
of that region.—
Ml'urm rap-

). and Y“,.mu_ ld g.o\x‘.!: of
s, which time | 1R @great aeg
| v.'mi}.' #£ail us to mention, are now rampant on Church avoid
i 011 Q1 mu(qlsc(:l';\tm!ylr}' the faith and suf- ¢

| fering That ancient seat of
learnmg in A:". sachusetts, so venerable :l.mH
richly £ndowed, w hich its fou m ers intended | t"“" :
.Ol)k,d(lu‘“ r the:defence of scu -Uulu stripe, | ! C
{ is nowiin the hands of men who are wielding | t
}1 s influence truth, In

[ the Gadbchur t
li\hr",iit Plymo
O(l,m\d in which tnm 11, ened to the preac h-
ing of & - pure gospel, the soul-ruining doc-
trines of Universalism are now proc Jaimed to
willings hearers. These are but samples of
the change that has slowly, but too surely,
passed over New England, and left spiritual
desol: \tl(m in its trac X,

1l for preaching
ul, than th of
ar ul other P slitical
hop Browneil stated at the late
i adds the ZHegister, that in 1849
were but seven self-supporting parishes
. Less than twenty-year
was I\.' one Episcopal Church in New Ha-
ven ! Now there are seven.

Why n

vy not the Presbyterian Church do
{ as her Epi sister has done, and go in

and take p sion of a portion of that terri-
tory ? Many of the people are becoming
wearied with political harangues and meta-
physical (!l\/yll\lllons from the pulplt and are
sighing for the gospel. Why should not the
«This no grateful task to put these state- PlC~n\ terian Church take her part in giving
Mo gir T ord, or hold them up as a warn- | it to them ? We should love to see an ex-
ing tothe C hutch in other parts of oundand. | periment made in the capital of New Eng- |
(ﬂad*.ﬂ(‘ﬂ] d we dishelieve them if we could, Lmt} as a sta mmpou.r, 1('«!)0 proper man can
but when such men as the venerable Dr | be found to lead in it.

‘ may it be |
, the ¢ hu\ 18 |

s the I'n‘nlr)'-::m“
rches in that State:

\'L'l'

per cent.; Windsor
i

bled, e. g.,
and county,

s ,xo"luzt 19 members. Nor |
’n"mu ion in Vermont confined to Con-
s and b \plx sts sud- |

\ine, quotes this
“The condition of the Churches in this

alluded to, as to render reflection |

that in a community founded by
one of the most orthodox and pious set of men

ce and edu-
more generally diffused than in any
on earth,

i o et 5 3
b.ﬁw"l’ et ipon the speaker. S settled, and that infidelity and Ro-
idy B.uoW the Leart of a stranger? and| manism arc more active than in any other

ch re-
nt operation of | rest
end to be able

‘
!
<

: Iﬁr,.\ en, that a motion will be made in Ps nhl
\

he Presbyterian Church

has been to acupt this licentious activity as {]A.rmldmw and. the Executive

.111\u‘n‘ zeal, and to tolerate this

sorder, and pretension as
»

from somany [
ul proofs that

AR {4 % SR 1 n 1
powerful an influence upon the people 3
: : PO % ¢« 1. That the attenda
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