THE BIBLE I

CTO

YOL. VIIL

e e

I gauher them in.

The autumn’s sear and ycllow leaf,
Tinged with the sunset’s crimson ray,
Fell with a rustling moan of grief
Upon the mossy tombstones grey,
That in a village churchyard raised
Their shadows neath the changing sky
An aged sexton on them gazed,
With many a sad and tearful sigh.

“T gather them in, I gather them inj;
Upon my spade doth autumn shed
Her dying leaves, a requiem hymn
Her winds are chanting 1(:1‘ the dead ;
The old, the young, the sad, the t-.\‘,.
I lay them down in earth to re;
Beneath the sunshine’s mocking 1.1_\',
When twilight s in the mourner’s breast.

“T gather them in, I gather them in ;

OI\ ! sad and wear y task to me;
The stricken heart its treasure brings,
I lay it 'neath the willow trec ;
spread fresh turf upon the grave,

I

some iston when he penned
those
“ The moon awakes, and, from her maden face

Shedding her cloudy locks, looks meekly tml]\
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such night
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Walks nightly there, conversing as she walks
Of purity, and holiness, and God.”

It was jast such a night, and Alice had risen
from her seat; and to hide her mnutmlh, as
her dear parent brea hed more heavily, had
drew zm«.u, and was standing leaning her arm |
on the sash. In the distance, just beyond the |
gate, she descried, as she Ilmm ht, the ficure |
of a man who scemed to h approac Ling. For |
a moment she started back, but ao: ed, ‘
and his hand was on the I\h
opened with great caution, a:;\l the
approache Il lowly towards house.
sently a-gentle knock ard at the k
door. Is was im'l,m ible for Alice to s
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The hand of love, it plants the flowers,
Gently the willow’s branches wave,

And o’er them shake their dewy showers.

“ T gather them in, I gather them in,”—
Then sadly tolled the old church bell;
{t seemed the echo of his words,
As on the sexton’s car it fell ;
A tear stole down his aged (nf-o]\,
Another child of earth had fled,
Whose solemn accents ever speak,
One more is numbered with the dead.
15! gather them in, I gather them in,”
o Then o'era a lonely arave there flew,
A summer bird with xlv-nolnm‘ wing,
Wet by the chilly autumn dew,
It slowly mounted to the skies ;
The sexton raised his p,lzu‘m te
¢ I gather them in, their souls aris
Upward when earthly ties are riven.’
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Concluded.

lapsed

Four years e , and nothing was h"’l“'
pg Charles Grant. Some time during the
cqhyd year of his absence, a rumor reached us
that a-ship supposed to be the -, which sail-
ed from ——, and on board of \v}ncu Charles
was supposed to be, was burned at sca, and
that but two ar three only were saved, and
among them was a young man named Grant.

Yumour, thodst a1t not eontradicted, wa
and another period of uncer-
sty fell to the lot of the long-
Gart-saddened mother and sister

SC

h the friends of Mrs Grant perceiv-
—ved a visible change in her health.  The indi-

cations of that too fatal malady, consumption,
were too apparent’ to be mistaken. Its ap-

roaches was indeed slow and insidions, and
for a time was keptat bay by the assiduous at-
tention of our village physician; but medical
prescription at lon«rln lost its power, and she

ecame at first confined to the hot use, then to
her room, and finally to her bed.

I often visited her, as did other friends.—
Her room was no longer the abode of gloom
and sorrow. She had 11)1‘ some months been
making rapid progress in' resignation to the
will of her Ieave enly Fa thcr: and though her
feeble tabernacle was shaken, aud was likely
to be dissolved, through years of an\i('t\ and
affliction, yet her faith seemed to acquire more
and more strength, and to fasten with a firmer
hold upon the divine promises.

On day, as I sat conversing with her, she
alluded to the ﬁnthfuln('“ of (md. and express-
ed her unwavering confidence in him. She
said it had been her desire t o acquiesce in the
divine will,—and she hopod that she should be
able to do so,—whatever it might be, in rela-
tion to herself or her absent son. But, con-
tinued she, I have pmve(l long and tor\cntl\
that I may once more sec lnm —sce him tooa
true penitent and child of ,xo\l,——z\mll annot
relinquish the belief that God will hear and
answer.

orhethmnr which mught
e her hop(-~ were not
f contess I saw little present
reason to expeet tbat thc\' would be, when she
stopped me, and observed, ¢ You may think
me presumptuous, but my faith mnst enjoy its
hold on the divine promises. Ias not God
said, ¢ Call upon me in the day of trouble, and
I will answer thee,’ yes I have called by day
and night, and God ‘has seemed to Lielp me.—
Has he excited such strong, such inteénse cmo-
tions for nothing? Ilas he enabled me to
wrestle so with him, only to be disappointed ? |
T am aware that probabilities are all against |
me. I must soon fail; this heart will soon
eease beating, and the narrow house be my
resting place, but I still have confidence in the
faithfulness of my heavenly Father. What
though I see no immediate 1:|'0~l)oct of the re-
turn of my poor boy, Ibelieve I'shall yet press
that poor “child to my bosom, returned not only
to his mother, but to Lis God. Years since, [
wrote in 'lpoal\ot Bible I gave him, ¢ Ifis lov-
“ing-kindness changes not,” and do you think it
will fail now ?”
I confess Ladmired the steady faith of the mo-
ther—a faith strong in the Lord and in the
wer of his mmht. and yet it seemed scarce-
Y:r)powbh, that her hoges should be realised.
At length my faith fal®ed, for it was appa-
rent that her hour of departm'c was not far
diztant.
That night, two or three female friands fear-
ful of her failure before morning, offered to
stey with the mother of Alice. This the latter
cheerfully assented to though she had decided
not to leave her mother, Jhe necessary ar-
rangements for the night were made and ‘atan
early hour all was sxlent in and around the
humble cottage.
It was a {,,lormm night atroad—clear, soft,

and unseasonable an intrusion.
“ Does Mrs Grant still reside here 27
ed the stranger
“ She does,” replied the nurse;
dangcrously ill, and we fear s
many lmu.\-\ ou cannot sce 1
“ 0 God hayé mercy I exc L.imod the stran-
ger; and. so audibly were the words pronounc-
ed that the sound fell on the »‘\'U'u 1'4‘ lice, and
her heart beat with strong dNe emo
tions. ““ I must sec hey 'un\.umumﬂ '»l"(:n—
ger; “do not deny me, madam—aquick, quick !
and he gently ],.u\u‘ open l’wmn.' still h
by the surprised and even terrified nu
Alice lis uncd ta the wumk without ’wnw [
able to decide their import ! but atlengt! h fear-
ing that her mother mwlu be disturbed, she
stolu softly ont of the room for the purpose of
(amnw what the stranger wished.
ice— Miss Alic e, 3
shed.
lw fore she
say 11
e \\\lxl with um‘\um.
and the next mom

ne
1

infl uir-
in a kind but earncst ton

1 the but ::hv 18
3 cannot

live

yoat

1
|

*said the nurse, as she

had ﬁni:]‘.ul

, the strange

1A

vhat she W

quired, wi
¢Is this

ent hc SWoon-

HI‘A' A()
It onntcn.m(
Alice Grant ?”
ed and fell on
“Miss Alice
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fell upon the features of the a
stranger; a thought flashed acros
and the following moment she vas nc;n'l\'
ing beside him. - »
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said she softly, but quickly, ¢

me some wat Lhis » applied libera
to the temples of the stranger, who slowl
covered ln.~ consciousness, and at le
up. Ielooked round, and presently fas
his eyes most intently and. inguiringly on the
pale and motionl A he
exclaimed, “it is she ; it is—it is my own be- |
loved Alice!”

¢ Charles—Charles—my brother!” uttered
Alice, as she fell ul)on ]11\ ]m\f.m. ¢« Oh, God
be praised ! Charles, 31t you ?—Gh, mo-
ther—mother [”

The sound of the voice reached the dying |
mother, and she inqniru‘., “Alice my child,
what—what did I h(‘:',‘.‘, Alice
Alice, scarcely able to stand, hastened to
her bedside, and taki ng her mother’s hand,
already cold with death, spoke in accents t
mulous—for the whole frame was agitated—
tremulous, but 1 ¥ ;
“What did I )1' - Alic e’ 2” the mother s¢

ly w hhpuul ¢ I thought T heard somethir

I thought he had come.  Did I dream,

« Mother, dear mother,” said Alice, putting
her face close to the cold face of her dying pa-
rent, and scarcely able to draw a breath—-
“whom did you think had come ?”

“Why, Charles; it seemed as if he ha
come. But I dreamt—did I. Alice ?”

said Alice,* could you see him ?

w5 Alice.

Y \‘é'

99

ing
1\\ +1
catl

« Mother,”
could you sustain it if you could see hin ?”

“ Surely, child ; why I long to see him, and
I did think I should see him once more before
I died.”

At this instant the door softly opened, and
Charles approached, cautiously—inqairingly.
& Mother,” said Alice, « here, can yau look
up ? do you know who t]n» N

“Who is it, Alice—whois it ""inquin-(l the
half wild, but still conscious mother.

« Mother,” softly whispered Charles, as he |
kneeled down and kissed her cold cheelk, “mo- |
ther, my dear mother ! Oh will you—can you
forgive your long lost but repenting, broken-
hearted child ? b ‘

“ Charles, my dear Charles! is it indeed
QUL the now dying mother, at the same
time endeavouring to put her wan and feeble
arm around his neck, « My dear boy, you hawve
come: yes, I saidy on y ould come—you have ;
ves I can now m God. One  question,
Charles, and I die in peace; IMas my, boy |
found pardon and peace in Josus 27
¢ Mother,” said Charles,
choking his. utterance, ¢ that Bible and a mo-
ther’s prayers have saved me. 1 have come
in season to ask forgiveness. ¢ Iather, Thave
sinned against heaven, and in thy <wht and am
no more worthy to be calied t“\ son” Mother,
my dear mother, Aml \n‘ you foraiveime also 27,

“ Iinough, enough,” x'l l e (ln,pw\mw mo-
ther; « yes, it is enough ?” her ecountenance
bc(umnrr, as it were, with sere wphic joy.

¢ I am nearly throngh, but g0 My SOn—oo
my dear Alice, and publish it fo fthe mothers
of the'land, what I have found tries—-and will
continue true as long as plmmo mobher: exist,

« His IO\m«T-kmdn(‘m ch:
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Nothing to do

A

{ marked she had nothing to live for—

thing to do.” Many ot her
such expressions as sure indications

submission to God and his providence.

writer’s reflections were dit 1( rent.
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athy with all tmw men within or be-
yond his own church. To them he leaves his
L.limg man t!u, while Cromwell, with a oreat-
ness of soul that does Inm honor, gives fitting
rest to his bones in the Abbey where sleep
« England’s mighty dead.”
CHILLINGWORTH.—And now
worth stands before us, his Bible
2 in his hand, gazi
uchtful brow
1e yet lives
tell lum let his noble wor
attempt to refute,
master of legal sr'ivm
it they wish to learn to r
read the masterly argu
logic of William Chillingworth, the man whose
poverty could not find 1 an offered benc
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in white witches and black witches
historics, thoughts and sermons, his
everywhere speaking out with apt and guaint
hlllxtl(lll\)'l\:—-" Meat of passion makes our
soul to erack, and the devil ereeps m at the
crivices.” ¢ Suchis the charity of the Je-
suits-that they owe no man any; il will, making
present payment thercof.” “Tle llm( bri
cth himselt' into needless dangers, dieth the
devil’s martyr.” “Love may bhndfold the
cyes, but lust boreth them out.” ¢ The court
of Rome careth not though men steal their
corn, if they but bring it to their mill to grind.”
—Such are dmens  of Fuller’s wit, that
t be multiplied indefinitely; and yet it
it full of common sense, generally
hot-shot_at vice
with a deep reverence
at least this prim'e of
relling \f.‘n a Mr.

said Fuller, “does an

sparroavhawk ?”  #“The difference is

ore .\i," replied  his companion, eyei
Fuller, who \u somewhat (:ull 'Hwn:,
le; “for it is-fuller in the head, ful
the body, fuller all over” But pe
hisashes! No lover of wit, no admirer ¢
verbial wisdom, can fail to find his

rich and inexhaustible repast.
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In th at (m s of case from 1.0:‘50(1.1&011,
a profession ui Jelu ion may be made, and a de-
cent outside may be 1\10501‘\’0(] without much
cost. There is one class of professors, and
that by no means a small one, made up of
those who have received a religious educati-
on, haveleen trained up to an outward con-
formity to the precepts of the gospel, who ab-
stain fromythe open follies and corruptions of
the world, But remain quite ied with a
negative wl oion.

They do unu profane the sabbath.

They dofot negleet the ordinances
house. i

They
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Iikn:\\'i»'o be adapted to the various age
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the body i m accommodation to the s
and produce a deformity which wc
continue through life.

In connection with that, we conceive
that school hours are .u|w'mh protract- |
ed beyond what is profitable. ” any
persons are exceedingly suspicious of the |
teacher’s d(‘.u.wn("l(‘\ 1f Hw.l' children |
retarn from \(-ln.ol before that time e-hon- |
ored hour,: four o’clock. We think that |
children are more frequently kept in toc
long than otherwise.

Iverything about a school room should
be fitted up in good style, and kept neat
-l and cleart. Ther@s no law more deeply
impressed upon the human mind than that
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account of any intrinsic beauty or
n'vlv but on aceount of the character
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Thercfore, alas!
kingdom of God.
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Five Consclences.

There are five kinds of eonscicnces
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:Hl“{ habi Whea childeen |
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erhaps continue
In presenting truth to the minds of the
young, it ought to be the constant aim to
{ make every thing in the highest degree
| 1:-1!:;Hx;_"xl>1c{ The old system—ywhich still
| prevails tooSmuch—was to give the scho-
{ lar a rule, and tell him to believe it, ask-
ing no questions. This rule he must
learn  yerbatim, while it was never en-
quired wheéfher or not the words convey-
When
his work, he knew it must
be rig because. it was don e by rule ;
of the why and fore of his operation
he knew nothi Instead of this unin-
@liigible courgt, the principles of the rule
aht to be explained by familiar illus-
vation; thus enabling the child to act from
Itisof the
utmostimportance toillustrate everything
as far as may eSpracticable, by objects
of sepses” Simply tell a child about
| thing—describe 1t to him, and he hasbut
1’1 confused idea of it. DBut give him a
\ tangible object which he can examine for
llx' 1self, and he at once comprehends the
l
|

a
a

he had done

L

1
trath. It'is almost impossible to bring
many things necessary to be muv'rht in
schools within the comprehension of chil-
dren, while the only illustrations that the
teacher can prcsem to them are a few
chalk marks on a black board. There
i are, however, very few schools in the
Hn'ovim-c which are furnished with any
I

i other illustrative apparatus than a black
| board, and often that has only the name
}of[lvz thing. 'We cannot pass from this
| part of our subject without condemning
that absurd practice of giving children
| reading lessons on abstract subjects.—
They have not yet learned to generalize,
_{consequently such lessons are Greek to
| them—they call over the words, but what
‘u‘.():ls they convey they know not.
Again, t p.:at e of telling a child
_ | everything and of performing the work
s | for him, is exceedingly 1.m1<110101 Give
_| bis mind the right direction—shew him
the proper objects of pursuit—illustrate
[clcuﬂy to his ‘nind the principles of ac-
| tion, then let 1 n work way through
unaided.  Wha the her performs
the solution to a quc:fh:n for a scholar, it
is very pmhabh that the scholar can im-
mediately follow the steps of his teacher.
| But the impression is like marks on the
sandy Qhorc—-eo;:m obliterated, and in a
few daysutd her’s aid is required
“;ﬂum h"xry. when the scho-
he makes it tho-
stores it away in
things which are

nyv
ny

he

n

ten

lowrh. lf‘s own, :md
lis memory with thos
| not readily ﬂnno tten. DBut the adv antage
does not end ].\10. The child who is
| tanght while at school to force his way
unaided through dn‘:’xcuhio*, will thus ac-
quire a moral courage which will enable
him fearlessly to encounter those opposi-
tions with which life’s rugged pathway is
| constantly beset ; while the one who is
dnf)\\"(’d on every occasion,—demanding
| a little perseverance and application,—
| o hang down his head and whine out « il
| can’t,” will waver and sink before every
difficulty which he may experience thro’
| life.
[ It is a grand point in education to mak
|study attractive to -the scholar. fhe
\ fmc ng system of cramming a child with
‘ i k 10\\1Ld"c, cannot work well. Indeed
t, | this is what we mu d eall,the distinctive
1ch:‘.mv‘lr ristic of a good teacher, that he
is able to call forth “tlie volunt ary labors
‘ot'hi: scholars—that he has no need to
| prescribe lessons with despotic authority,
‘\md ensure their p )(pmnl,un by inspiring
¢ fear of punishment, in case of'nu'l('(‘t
Uu is no taskmaster, but simply a direct-
lor. It is a most mistaken idea to sup-
| pose that children must necessarily re-
] rd study with unmixed a rersion. YO'I
| mayyif you please, call science a hill,
{steep and Pugged one. But it not
thenge tobe necessarily inferred that there
zc‘u] Be elicited in young persons, no vol-
bantary action to surmount the difficulties
[ of its ascent. Ehe young are not indo-
‘ on the contrary activity 15 a strik-
ing feature in their char Nor yet
is it impossible to direct that activity to
[ the pu <11iL of knowledge. As with jo-
{cund glee they hasten up the precipitous
| hill-side, to obtain some wild flower which
I has it 1spn'cd minds with emotions of beau-
ty, and 'h th unwearied step, they
Bound still farther up, attracted by somo
| other o i’f"t‘( of des <o when the mind
: sprightliness
tlhie acelivities of sci-
2 ascend '\, in order to Cn]nv the
ion of its fragrant flowers and deli-
fruits.
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But some will ask, lhow is this volunta-
Lry action to be clicited? In reply, we
would in the first place direct attention
{o-what has already been statet d with res-
peet to the importance of mt aking every-
| thing inte ”I,_'x‘;l So long as the scholar
1z in th e dark, b ]'mI‘" following
he cannof ex pencnce
b will  excite his
We remark then, that
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