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Glimpses of‘he World’s Future,
A LECTURE DELIVERED AT THE YOUNG
MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, HA-
LIFAX, FEBRUARY 13, 1855.

BY REV. P. G. McGREGOR.
Continued.

Tor what then you will naturally inguire is
is a preparation ? What is the state of \

to be de \(1"1)( 'd in the world’s future.
The reply will constitute the second part of |
the lecture. 1- The universal diffusioniof re- .‘

l ven the (rmm'md preach the (.‘m]»(l to |
every creat

7::‘()]ll!~('

s with the |

's even to |

rant of all |

l

ure accompanied as it w

‘Lo I am with you alw
of the world,” implies the
I)'\ ine aid required to ensure success.— |

"r‘ moreover that aid will be I«nt.)\unnn:*

'i,‘l\i in proportion as it is valued, sought :11‘«1
relied upon so that if that effort were madein
all earnestness and with faith, zeal, and per-

gevereance by the Christians now living,

1

our

klren would not be#gathered to .Yh-
s till the angel flying through the m

of Heaven w uuhl report his commiission fulfill-

ed saying. s done as thou hast commanded:

all ends of llxw earth have wcn thy salvation.

But th nnu‘x we may not spea puim‘cl\' of

the precise time, we may l,u.dl\ say that the
(!o.\pui will sooner or later be published all
over the world. It is the will of God that all

the worldsghould hear the joyful scund that
from the 1ising of the sun to the going down
of the snn, his name be greatamong the Gen-
tiles, that every where men be blest in Chuist
and all nations call him blessed. And can
any power or policy of hell defeat ]n\]m]] 03€
or render him mmable to fulfil his word ?  “Ie
that sitteth in the heavens, shall laueh” at the
impotent attempts of his enem The Lord
ghall have them in derision.” Having resolv-
ed on the end his wisdom will find the means
and im power render them effectual. When
men shall be able to arrest the winds of heav-
en or prevent the sun hmn performing his di-
yrnal cirenit through the sky, it will be time
enongh to tremble lest the progress of the Gos-

CS.

pel should be arrested, by the bulls of Popes,
the edicts of Princes, or by 1! e natural bar-
i untains and inhospitable

saiah having uow*;.yotl the peace and happi-
‘Messial’s reign in strains surpassing the
sublimest notes in which the classic Poets cele-

brate the return of the golden age addsin ex-
planation of the change—** iln' the earth shall
be full of the knowle Loxd as the
waters cover the seca,” an e \’[JT'C~':«1\‘C figure
Dr. Hc'uh"'\on denoting that no portion
of the habitable globe shall be destitute of the
true knowledge of God.

"The geography of the world has of late
years been approximating per fection, and the
condition of the earth’s inhal becoming
better known through the enterprising spivit
of travellers and voyagers as if in preparation
for the work, insomuch that the words of Dani-
¢l were never so remarkably verified, “ many

+1

ghall ran to and fro and knowledge be increas-
ed”  All knowledge will be ditifused but at
present revealed truth is my subject. Notonly

will this become universal but increasingly
brilliant and perfect. The Bible is now per-
fect but it is mlp(‘l(u tly known, and as there
are ample stores of useful principles and facts
in mature to reward inquirers, why should
there not be in that word which ¢ God has mag-
nified abave all his name.” As the scientifte
men of this generation will be left far in the
rear by the scholars, vea by the Tyros of 1955
s0, christians then will have a far more per-
feet understanding of the book of God. ¢ The
light of the moon wiil be as the light of the
sun and the light of the sun sevenfold as the
ight of seven days.” That all nations will be
equally intelligent is not aflirmed, nor at all
probable. All races are not cqual in capacity
tor improvement. Nor will all men in any
nation be egnal in inlcl]ip‘(”w(- i the hand of
the diligent then, as now, making - rich; and
a higher advance, aud a lumghlur crown re-
ino those who follow on to know the Lord.
The children of that period shall be men, the
men i

Auspic glorious age
round the wheal of time and bring the wel-

s,

1"« By swifter

 after all constitute b ut one
| thei

come day.” The progress of education and the
do not make the realization of this more

in. They giveus a 'rli.np" however of
the way in whic ‘h the Lord is preparing to
fulfil his otvn word.

We look for universal subjection to the
sceptre of Christ. It will be a great thing for
the Gospel to be published wniversally, so that
no nation will be in darkness. But we are
ured of something still greater. We know
that chrislianity not the name but the. thing
will DLeceme universal. The diffusion of
knowledge shall haye done its work in the ab-
olition of Polytheism Idolatry and Pagamsm
with all their cruel and deg :\ﬂm-r rit The
Mahomedan imposture will be a matter of
history. The obstinate unbelief of the Jews
together with the euyse of Gad, manifested in
their scattered peeleddn@inisorable condition,
shall be removed and the last shall be first.—
The Papal usurpation against the word of God
and the rights and liberties of human kind
shall be exposed and puslished.  Babylon shal
have fallen, and the Lord shall lw ki
all the earth. In that day shall there be
Lord and his name one.

I do not aflirmx that true piety shall be uni-/
There will be tares among the wheat
Not
till the net is drawn to shore will there be a

versal.
as long as the present dispensatiou lasts.

perfect separation between the good and the
evil. Still the true christians will be the
great majority and their principles every

where reverenced and triumphant.

erness where the roaming Lion

* vlox'\ be to the Lamb.”
"3. We look fur universal peace.
o Tue mountams shall bring

children.” Eb

{ *“In that day
| horses holiness unto the Ltml. and the 1_mls in

Nat a
dark spot in all the earth where Satan can or-
ganizo a party or kingdom ; not a moral wild-
‘an make his
lair without hcaring the unwelecome shout

peace to thy
«All thy children shall be tmmht

I.ord and oreat shall be the peace of|
? are a few of the many pa

state of things is foretold

of the
thy children,
in which this
divine word.
Tluman histor r
fare and oppression and carn is |
the story in the sculptures of Nineveh, the
hieroglyphics of Egy Ypt, and on all fragments
of \\lnan records. It is uns speakably delig
ful to be assured that ITe who entered Jerusa-
[ lem, riding not upon'the war horse but upon
| the pac ific ass, nnll cut off the chariet from
E p.nann and the horse from Jerusalem, and
ittle bow and shall speak peace to the
being from sea to
» ends of the earth.
shares and |

o storv Ux‘ war-
Such
1

i,

y is a sickenin

1

| the
heathen, Lis
sea and from the river to the
The beating of swords into plo
s into 1»Jml'nu hooks is a s
tive delineation of the change.
rems nlxﬂllu of .1‘1 m consl «l

dominion

ng
$ ,l I;L-}' .~lmH I‘c.:l;l war no mtm.‘.‘
When one thinks how the science of war is
now prosecuted—how it absorbs nations, and
grasps and uses so many modern discoveries
how striking the change, not that nat tions
~h Ul be 1 inc lined to peace or \.url\ peace, but
ase to study the science af war. 1

»vn]mu se natural resources directed into the |

channel of the useful and the moral, what an |
immense amount of good might be acec )ll)l)ll:lri
ed. If the resources applied by Russia ill con- |
structing her Cronstadts and Se ,.x\m}xu s were |
cmploy ed in instructing and vating her |
people ; iff France’s s xmhn;‘ army were-all'|
sons of science and s the cross, ar- |
rayed in the armour Britain’s mavy

conveying themin ¢ ce with herown
sons to scatter among ant isles the blessings
of the Gos Jul of civilization, the artsand em-
Lellishments of life, what accolerated progress
would the world make to universal brother-
100d.

Wars and tyrannies shall cdase. Govern-
ments shall cease to be tyrannical their ob-

be in a perfect state of soc ety not
udisemeut of ord orof individuals

the ag

at the e xpense of * the millions, but the t?:\.\ est |-

happiness of the greatest nrimber for tie lone- |
est possible thue. \0‘.' shall such a sight Le
L.( n seen as that which arrested the hitention
of Solomon—* the tears of such vere op-
pressed and they had no comforter; and on
the side of their oppressors'there was power,
but they had no comfortert I saw underthe
sun the place of judgment, that wickednes
was there, and the place of righteousness that |
iniquity was there.”

And as wars and oppressions shall cea
we have reason also to bdw\ e that 1)1 1VaLe
wrongs shall be almost banizhed from the
earth fi mx the wolf'shall dwell with the lamb &c.
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mouantain, for the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover
the seca-

No persecution shall disturb the blessed
harmony which then shall reign, the rights of
conscience being held sacred and inviolable.
Llcelesiastical dissensions will not niar the
peace of churches united on the firm founda-
tions of truth—the Bible the only rule—the
boly spirit the infallible interpreter. Is the
whole picture too bright to be realized ?—
Hath not the Lord promised? Do not in-
creasing intellicence, multiplying facilities for
intercourse, and freedom of commerce, afford |
npses of the coming day ? Do not nations |
race and will not
great interests he promoted as they draw
nearer to cach other and harmonize their e-
<‘()1101niu< commercial and political with t'm‘l
original design now more fully displayed
tlm king of nations ?

as

of

Q

We see in anticipation great

pﬁm r and holiness. 4
Think of Pentecost.

of tervour there was a gre
knowledge. The tokens  of
however were remarkable. Sup]msu
fervour extended to millions and suppose the |
feeble to be as David, and the hmw of David |
as the angel of the Lord, how holy, how happy.
Weare far from supposing tlmt they will
spend thbeir time in mere singing Ps salins, or
devotional exerciges, hut all the more active
employments pm\uvd under a proper sens
of obligation to the Lord and the desire l":
serve Ilim, will he trul v haly and u(coln‘lnlc
wall there be upon the bells «

spiritual

RBut then with much
at deficiency of

presence
that

God’s

the Lord's house shall be like the bowls be-

s | thee,

| ness of the alive tree,
| ll'(‘('~
;‘ ingatheri

[ from Ja wul»

fore the altar.
and in Judah shall be
of hosts.”

holiness unto the Lox
Under this head I would ph ¢ that lovely
“'\" tac lU now 1% “('1\ (ﬂk"l conmmon,
l]lg spe ctacle of whole families \\‘u.\m') toge-
ther 1n the beauties of holiness, reali r {0
the full the picture of the Psalmistin 3d4

seen,

his

sther in unity
of the Henry

it 1s for lm-‘hl("l to dwell t
The venerable Dr. Jay says
mily in E n”I wnd, and of (© <>l]x0|\,
lwmn was like an heisloom the f:
wmo’hmw of the same kind might-besaid of
Lis own descendants. The piety of all the
(lulxlun ol the well 1 knawn author of The
s Daughter is another example of
~ligh , concentrated light, amid
g darkne Such families are like
ds'sparkling here and there on the de-
dft..c world, and, like (Immwl :, are
frare "almost as precious. But tlw
glimpses of what shall be. And :
measure their religions power (m man
they increase and mululm
1101\ sanctuaries on every territory on earth,
and there to display Ler ]m\w r, and loyveli-
ness, and blessedness, is the aim of chris-
tianity. And that aim will be accom-
plished, and blessings will descend to a thou-

fa-
that re-
nily, and

sur-

as

wha.
13

K1

keep his commandments. A few years ago,
on the platform of a religious Socicty in New
York, addresses were made by a 'rmnd\u'\ of
Jolm Brown of H: addington, and a grandson
of Isabella Graham. A pious spectator sent |

paper, “As for me, this is my covenant yith '

Yea, every pot in Jerusalem |

a5 15&‘31“’ I how goad and how pleasant a thihg |

afford |
can |
nd as |
To ereate these |

sand generations of those who love God and |

them saith the Lord, my

and my wort ]

shall not depart out ¢
e

1t

mouth,
out of the mou
mouth of thy se
henceforth .m\l for

Doubtless,
all things, when there
ing from the presen
]w far more iltustrious display

ever.

v of the

power of Christ in his Gospel, dnxl of lmllm
vet

among his people, than ha

witnessed on earth.

5. We sce in anticipation
of Israel.

The 'y are beloved for the
The withered an peele ‘1 bra

e
d

be grafted 1'1‘ ant

There can be no dou
1o of that pec AI‘]\ ki

(!u\\'ll‘ll'll\lk

only turn a
| cause the L«ml 1as said it, ar

Ye

VQGK

nigh,
shall 1
and mourn when they shall
Le that cometh in the name
till then will the triump
have reached their height.
the earth be mantled with
the vine e
olorious land.

uj

Not

ons

And it]

reign of ('ln':\‘i cantnot be
the Jews, like gheir
brought to pua. aith

«u\l’l\k, let us lo
the home gathering of thes.
(Hspm',\lon was the occasion

yea of’

, yet \Ixh \]m"n

covered the
wmdeed, the

o,

¢
)

thy

T.0vd

\~u

f the ¢
ever

S

the ino:

father’s

nches sha

their ¢
bt res pec
mg

wa \'

1l the time

~1\'
of tl
h:m t1
Not '.nl t1

x".';hlwm—. ¢

hills

draws
the time draws nigh when they
m him whom they have

01

unty

introduced

‘L‘:I‘(
whi

of

Gospel to the Gentiles, and tlm\ of enr
the world. Their roception will be
from the dead. It will be the signal,

a great extent,
surrection. Then the
ereionty of the world
I'hen shall the oath
As 1 live saith the Lord all tl
filled with the glory of the
voices in heaven shall be he
kingdoms of this world are I
dom of

vnts
the sov

“ One song employs all natior
Worthy the Lamb, f

the means of

of Jehovah

our Lord and of his Chris

f the w
rul ‘” 1
shall be
be
he earth s
Pord,’

ard saying

)L (

1S ;

b

1erng

lm'l ke of the root andl
own ol

and all ery
for he was slain for us.

The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks
Shout to each other, and the mountain tops

From dis

ant mountains catch the flying

Till nation after uation taugeht the »tre \.\1,
Tarth rolls the rapturous llosanna round

Not pausing heze to dwell
moral beauty, I A
fer to the mat
time, and, withou ring
lars, remark «wuu'al‘v

share the /Jn‘/luz(&' of regener
bject will startle |
Tarth has already shared the fortun |
s fair and beautiful (at lea

an

who have thought on the su
at this.

of man. It w

on this

few moments
d in that au

nto any ]

ated man.

[]l(l/ the earth sha

(!ll.'f:t:‘ that _\ft‘?l!l'] restitution of
all be sueh refresh-
there

will

S 1
SPIritua

een |

Tew |

3

much of it as he required) when he was

and beautiful. When it

was Perause he was blichted and cursed b

blood

sin.. When Cain shed his
and | earth received it,
« When thou tillest the gic

henceforth yield unto thee h

sin earth becane a proy ince
pire, and passed under

alike destructive to its or
the highest i;m-!'v.\;:-

;
luee overwh

ot 1ts 1

lmed it, or ¢
account uman  cri
been cursed for man
thing that it ild be 1
{ sin rwm;’illvl i

[r2an
(017

on applied. Abe
brought a curse not only on
and. C} ~w1\.1w\'*1 {
as well as of man.

ed by it as the

The dominion fo
ed by
'Hm:‘.

eited by
regain y
ven. ¢ madest hi
the worl thine 1
all things under his fec
yea, and the beasts of the
the air, and the fish of the
ever passeth througl
You are acquainted with th
cation of this to Ch
ther achieved he a
chased

1

over S of

hieved fe

't3 shew that theearth
'd myfChiakly “as wel
e, Lgifing up har seeret
The m'l.\i.bhl s awhich
diminishing.
gives man vastly inereased
material world, and, under
ence, what ayas Lxl"l\ a wil
a fruitful field and. blos

s

S1

OIS

ment 15 de \Hm-n to m),du.“‘
this house of mourning, becd:
lise of life and blessiy
was on that day

{ lu;'«'\ht.'l‘
‘J",.\'.
{

|

X

red.

'\.Hn a, &

on l v coast; no slave treads
all her rcalms of death, w
1 i .u(\l 1i

1es with orators, poets,
4 (.1\m<‘ She has her arts
| learning and refineme:
[ 1 shments of life, superior

favoured people of

the pr

up a donation with these words on a slip of \ has become a land of schoo

and Bibles, and Sabb.

was

the

tion, disenthralled,

£ and
to

brother’s

1t was said

yund it
\ep

b Wi M-

Cai
hings

of'tl

to have do

(i

> apost
it our ele
I

) us.

s morally.

‘Hlmll
n ‘ul'uuu

€ hristianity, wherever

power
its be

as the

thi
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Imagine
1t the var
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hv“ soil.
.l(l

philase
and
th

esent d: Y-

cursed
doomed to bring forth thorns and briers

Not only was man redc

al’s Dblood we s

e earth
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first man
the second, the Lord from hea-

es

Tair |

|
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ana |

|

1t |
1

anHlHl ‘

1| pur for us lordship over natuie
this will be communicated just T
approas the stature.off ayperfect

thout entering into any more partic
let us pause and combine Ihu mo!
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ovel

yion 1
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¢ chambers, and de \'u.nuH}'m‘; what are
:

| the k““\\‘llth"l\\‘xl‘ them, wec are ta

| in the most impressive, thag when the

I sang t . the $waves also
o li vaice and the winds, to join

of an attent

that t

I ience of e SO L i1 anthem. And as,discovery
indled and be- | Observatory, Washington, Jan. 12,1854, | advances, we find the marks of order in the
to the retroverted | My Dear Sir—Your letter revived very | sea and in the air, thatis in tune with the
5. What, then, | Nw:m nt remembrances. ¥ Y oa 'nnsiv of the spheres, and the conviction is
" the world, as | questions are themes. It would require vol- | foreed upon us that the laws of all are nothing
o, 1n | umes to contain "w swer to thém.  You | else but perfect harmony.
ask about the larmoiy w/' Science and /A | ; .
(A ‘,"'/ .'// .“ 2\‘”1 \\I.‘I.l 10 I HOWwW iI. I l[ ) (I R ’ ST i R i
i tinet traces in the Old Testament ’;’/‘ /M”r‘ i The ;| We ward MMa "ch Of the
h | f“l/l.’;;:;y':4‘?,'//’1/‘;"»' :.'kllflr‘i‘](/‘:‘ir//l,'.//;'ylr:':'[."‘ "w / /. s i ot Rac ;

L redeemed \\ml 18] ‘ 11‘*1“5‘ the most correct and \.,H\'LLH\‘. A ‘\“v“_'\"““(' in the last ‘jCL'tm‘Q! ]m“l hIlZ!“Um,
its millions of in- |[# IEIRERT LT s e att f e Cost OF of Ifam, started from the valldy of the
All the dark ‘ o S5 e s e Sl asEaphrates, (mm\lln\er«\\\\l\\ndamlm-
ol Ty Py .| ting on the banks of the Nile, became the pro-

B is a curious fact [ 14

ge nitor of the I n\] tian n ation. 18 str ange

A -“‘l‘w le : ‘m}”'““ $ %o find the same in palse, whic hle t‘w arand-
T, G S0 l\ O n of Noah to become the first ¢ till

re of mation, around which com nflaencing the na(mm of 1hl'unl ng
,m] pu..“ s whirl ; but th <

a tide of 1)”1)11 lation, with ever in-
creasing force, towards the land of éhe setting
sun. The first \'l"\‘li rill that flo ‘\‘ westwa d,
{ from the sunny p lains of Shinar, bas become
iohty stream; ai nd still rushé®in the same
; weh of the nations has not
ly tramp, lias been from

st—their faces, like fire-worshippers,

|
| the swelln
|

s, 1s 1¢

retinue of worlds and
{

ah the realms ce, at the 1

of revolvia

castto we

e bf"_" g 2o L S LOVSOIV- | irned devoutly towards the deglining sun.—

F RIS I“;“‘l':,\'wl‘!\ been abl 2 RS T ')*t'xuuu\m1\\»\»4-11()(.1ucc Ita-
far QR 2ne i el lmux\', France, Spain, England—send-
> g R b s iches to the n ml]un yuth—while

1 ¢
1 e

am still dagldits undeviating

- iglnst have crossed the
eopled America with
In due time however,
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