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Mr. Brassey, M. P.,on the Labor 
Question. 
  

Mr. Brassey, M. P., lately delivered two 
lectures on the Labour Questionto the mem- 
bers of the I’hilosophical Institution, Edin- 
burgh. In the outset Mr. Brassey directed 
attention to the fact that while we had lost 
ground in the markets of great manufactur- 
ing countries in consequence of the high 
protective tariffs, British manufactures both 
of won and textile fabrics were in much 
g eater demand in non-manufacturing States 
than the same products from other countries 
where wages were lower and men worked 
longer hours. The reason which had been 
assigned for that was that the British artisan 
wus more inventive than those of any other 
country, and his application to labour was 
more intense while engaged at it than the 
foreign workman. In proof of these state- 
ments he quoted the testimony of Mr. Low- 
thian Bell, Mr. Mundella, Mr. Leone Levi, 
Mr. Mill, Mr. Willis, and Mr. Mosely. 
Speaking of the endurance of the British 
workman, Mr, Brassey said it was his father’s 
experience all over the world that though 
native labour, when obtainable, was cheapest, 
yet for tasks of exceptionable difliculty the 

ritish miner and navvy is unsurpassed ; at 
home his climate counts for much, but when 

he settled down in other countries the 
British workman,on account of the difference 
of climate and the habits of the people, be- 
come less energetic, but he did not believe 
we should ever be beaten through the per- 
sonal inferiority of our workmen. There 
were some dark clouds in the commercial | 
sky, but the remedies for our imperfections 
should be sought in souader views of indus- 
trial organizations and social influence than 
in imperial legislation. Much had been 
done by the Legislature, but all that wauld 
be incomplete and unsatisfactory unless fol- 
lowed by social reform. After contrasting 
the altered disposition which has grown up 
between employers and workmen, with that 
which formerly obtained, he pointed to tho 
need for greater economy and provident 
habits among workmen, and better acquaint- 
ance with the causes which led to the 
fluctuations of trade—qualities which would 
prevent distrust and unreasonable demands ; 
and also a provision against periods of adver- 
sity, which would be found as unavoidable in 
the future as in the past.— Ex. 

blkline 

The new French President Mr. Grevy's 
political career bas been unventful as com- 
pared with that of many other members of 
the Republican party. His life has been 
void of the dramatic effects which find a 
place in political existence in France because 
of his supreme moderation and his undeviat- 
ing political consistency. He made his debut 
as a moderate Republican in the Constituent 
Assembly of 1848, and throughoat the 
volcanic chaos of that time up till the coup 
d'etat preserved his soul in patience and 
equanimity. He distinguished himself and 
earned the undying gratitude of all true Re- 
publicans by the foresight with which he en- 
deavoured to persuade the Assembly to pass 
a law which would bave prevented Louis 
Bonaparte from grasping the reins of power. 
Had the Assembly passed a resolution he 
placed before it France might have been 
spared the corruption of the Empire. He 
redicted the coup d'etat, and was a sufferer 

by it. Released from imprisonment, he re- 
tired from politics to practice his profession 
as a barrister. Throughout the Imperialist 
regime he held himself aloof, and can be 
ranked amongst the staunch Republicans 
who “never bowed the knee to Baal” 
Elected to the Assembly in 1870, he became 
President of the Chamber in 1871, and has 
since earned the esteem eveu of the Opposi- 
tion minority. He owes nis election less to 
intellectual than to moral qualities. Gambetta 
alluding to hiw in the course of his well- 
known speech at the Chateau d'Eau in 
October 1877, foreshadowed his appointment 
to the Presidency, because, he said, * his 
past is pure, his life undeviatingly upright : 
he is the soul of moderation and wisdom, of 
fidelity and honour.” 

The late M. Schneider, President of the 
Corps Legislatif, said to him in 1871, in his 
evidence before the Commissioner of Inquiry 
into the government of national defence. 
“At a time when there is so much degeuner- 
acy of character it is a real pleasure to find a 
character so serious, upright, and lofty as that 
of Mr Grevy ; ” and Marshal MacMalkion, on 
confering with him towards the end of the 
crisis of 1877, said. “ You are the most 
honest man I know.” 

  

  

Excessive Cost oF THE ELECTRIC LIGHT 
CoMPARED WITH Gas.—The Times gives an 
interesting account of the recent experiments 
at Westgate, based on the report of two en- 
gineers. It was found that during the 24 
days over which the experiment extended 
the fuel, water and oil cost £7 14s 8d; the 
586 Jablochkoff candles at 8d each cost £19 
10s 8d; while an allowance of £13 4s is 
made for the two attendants, thus bringing 
the total working expenses at £40 9s 4d for 
maintaining a light of 1182 canales for 96 
hours ; the actual cost, however, was a trifle 
less. In order to produce an equivalent light 
with gas, 107} ordinary street lamps would 
be required, each burning five cubic feet of 
gas per hour of the quality used at Westgate 
and which would give 11 candles. These 
107 lamps, consuming 5 feet of gas per hour 
and burning four hours per night for 24 nights 
would use 51, 600 cubic feet of gas, the cost 
of only £7 18s 9d for gas for the same period. 
The figures would be 45,360 cubic feet of 
gas at 3s 6d per 1000 ft., which is the aver- 

price in London. It will be noticed that 
the cost of fuel, oil, and water alone for the 
Jablochkoff light was £7 14s 84. Curiously 
enough, this very closely approaches the 
total cost of the ey of gas at London 
prices, which is £7 18s 9d. 

  

WaHAT Six MiLLions MEANS. —An eccent- 
ric correspondent suggests that the Bank 
Directors being found guilty, might be 
awarded the punishment of being handed over 
to a sort of jailor Barnum to be exhibited in 
all the cities of the world at a charge of 2s 6d 
for reserved seats, with inferior accommoda- 
tions for 1s 6d. Our correspendent thinks 
the sympathies of the Directors themselves 
might be enlisted in this enterprise, and he 
feels confident that if they addressed a few 
words *o the youth of the cities they visited 
on commercial vices, with some warning on 
the eviis of making haste to be rich, they 
might not only raise the £6,000,000, but do 
much good. This is another curious in- 
stance of the incapacity of the ordinary mind 
to conceive the nature of a million of money. 
It would require about half the civilized 
world to pay their shillings at the door to 
make the sum ; and if the show were visited 
by 1000 people a day it wonld take nearl: 
400 years to complete the business.— Glas- 
gow News. 
  

New TrrorRY WwiTH REGARD To Foon 
AND CLOTHING.—A German physician has 
started a new theory with regard to food. He 
maintains that both the vegetarians and 
ment-eaters are on the wrong tack. Vege- 
tables are not more wholesome tban meat, or 
meat than vegetables, and nothing is gained 
by consuming a compound of both. What- 
ever nutritive qualities they may possess, he | 
sys, is destroyed in a great measure, and 
often entirely, by the process of cooking. All 
food should 4 eaten raw. If this practice 
were adopted there would be little or no ill- 
ness among human beings, Clothing, our 
adviser also thinks, is a mistake ; but he ad- 
mits that the world is not yet far enough 
advanced in civilisation to go about undressed. 
— Pall Mall Gazette. 

mm SEPP. 

Curling matches in Scotland owing to the 
rotracted season, are in danger of running to 

seed. Clubs_having exhausted their trials 
for supremacy, contests for meal and coals to 
the poor have become common, and sides 
chosen from different religious denominations 
have been played. But it bas been reserved 
for the Raith Curling Club to staike out a 
novelty in “sides.” The snuffers and smokers 
of this Club each selected rinks, and the 
struggle resulted in a tie, which the snuffers 
won in the play off by one pinch, or shot. 

—c 
Richard Renell, of New York, champion 

dumb bell lifter of the United States, and 
Michael  Alexandro, of Londen, have ar- 

ap international dumb bell lifting 
match for £200 and the championship. The 
bells are to be weighed by members of the 
London sporting press, and put up without a 
jerk. Alexandro has pst up a 203 and 

nell a 207 pound bell. The match is to 
take place at London on March 2nd. 

vos 
Jack Stewart, of Glasgow, and Tom 

Allen, of St. Louis, have been matched to 
fight according to the new rules of the 
London prize ring, for £200 a side. They 
will use light gloves. The fight is to take 
palce at Glasgow the first week in March, 

  

  

  

Communications, 
  

  

CURLING. 
  

For the “ Agriculturist.’ 

Sir,~—-As there are doubtless many of your 
readers who know little or nothing of “Cur- 
ling,” a game that is very popular here now, 
I wil, with your permission, relate some 
incidents of a visit paid to the “rink” a few 
days ago. While passing down Queen St., 
near the Barker House, my attention was at- 
tracted to the Officers’ Square, by an uproar 
proceeding from that quarter. Being anxious 
to know what was going on, I crossed the 
street and entered the enclosure. Here I 
found a lot of men of various ages, with 
brooms in their hands, apparently amusing 
themselves by throwing lurge polished stones 
from one:end of a sheet of ice to the other, 
some shouting and sweeping with might and 
main. [was told by a friend whom I chanced 
to meet among the spectators, that this was 
the “roarin’ game,”—curling. I thought it 
appropriately named. Cries of *“ soop it up, 
“pothd,” “you're a hog,” aud others as mys- 
terious soon became familiar to my ears, and 
I was only aroused to closer attention by a 
young man with eye-glasses, who was vigor- 
ously “ sooping it up,” and screaching in a 
shrill voice, *“ bring him, bring him for a 
wick.” On turning to my friend he explain- 
ed the meaning of the expression, and said 
I would hear more of the vocabulary presently 
Sure enough, another young man who stood 
inside a circle, and seemed to do all the 
talking, shouted in a stentorian voice, “I 
want a mountain here,” pointing to the spot 
with his broom. My friend assured me that 
this was not meant literally, and therefore I 
need not move, but that the “skip,” as he 
called him, only wanted a “guard.” My 
curiosity was satisfied but did not remain 
so long, for I had to return to my friend for 
an explanation, when a short man with a 
Scotch bonnet on, asked from the farther end 
of the ice, ** Is't elba out ye want.” This my 
friend explained applied to the motion given 
given the stone in throwing it. Another 
player, with a smiling face and heavy mous- 
tache, greeted the delivery of every stone 
with, “ That's the way to curl, that's the 
way to carl,” and seemed to be pleased with 
everything that happened. His genial man- 
ner pleased me, and my companion was about 
to tell me confidingly that he was the 
“ keenest—when his remark was drowned by 
shouts of “bring him, I tell you, bring him 
along boys,” from a smart looking young man 
in a long overcoat the effect of which was to 
make his players ply their brooms with 
greater vigor, while one encouraged his fel- 
lows with “ Al the way, «ll the way,” until 
the “shot” was gained. Feeling much 
pleased with what I had seen, I was about 
to turn away when my friend said “look at 
this shot.” It was a pretty one, and no 
sooner made than I was startled by a thunder- 
ing “ Aha!” from a hearty looking old fellow 
just behind me, who declared 1t to be a 
“ wmiraclous shot.” “Come,” I said, “ I am 
afraid I will be deafened here,” but we had 
only gone a few steps, when some one called 
out, *“ 1s that ye Mither?” I thought this 
addressed to me, so I answered, “ [ guess sae,” 
and amidst shouts of laughter gained the 
street, where I felt at ease again. 

Thanking you for your space, I will not 
presume any farther, but will only subscribe 
my name which you know is 

. “MiTHER.” 
Fredericton, Feb. 20, 1379, 

Che Qgriculturist, 
FrevrricToN, N. B,, FEBRUARY, 22, 1879. 

  
  

  

  

The Lumber T rade. 
  

The lumbermen of the Dominion ars look- 

ing forward with much anxiety to aatici- 

pated changes in the tariff. The lumber 

trade, next to agriculture, 1s the greatest in- 

terest in the Dominion, and is, at present 

suffering from the depression of commerce 

that exists at home and abroad. For the 

last four years lumberers complain that the 

price of lumber has been so reduced that it 

has been impossible for those engaged in the 

trade to make the prices realized do more 

than cover the cost of production and Crown 

dues leaving no returns, whatever, for capi- 

tal invested in limits, mills, &c. An increase 

of duties on articles that lumbermen con- 

sume-—as it would increase the cost of pro- 

duction, would thay say like the last straw 
that broke the camels back—break it down 

ultogether, at least, prove most disastrous to it. 

[he lumber trade, it is calculated gives em- 
ployment to 60,000 men 300 days in every 

year, and this represents a population of 311,- 

450. Lumbermen in their general business use 

immense quantities of flour, pork, oats, corn, 

blankets, woolens, iron, hardware, and steel, 

and if increased duties are placed on these 

articles, as well as on those used in the 

families of theiremployees, the cost of living 

snd production of lumber will be increased 

without any increase in the value of the pro- 
duct. 

The lumbermen in making out their case 

50 too far. If, as they say, there is hardly 

an article imported into the country which 

does not come under the expenditure for the 

production of lumber, and they protest that 
any increase of duties will destroy their 
trade, it is evident that were the Govern- 
ment to accede to their request not to im- 
pose additional duties they would have to 
abandon their policy altogether. But the 
Government will in some measure be com- 
pelled to take the interests of the lumbermen 
nto consideration when readjusting the 
tariff. The result will, likely be, that be- 
tween the manufacturing interests, demand- 

ing a national protection policy, and the 

lumbering interest praying for no increase of 

duties—they will (as indeed the statement 

in the Governor-General's speech goes to 
prove) only raise the duties on such articles 

as will bring them an increase of revenue, 

and on these that will give some of the 

manufactures of the Dominion incidental 

protection. The circumstances of the 

country, and the demand for revenue, are too 

strong upon the Government to allow them 
to break away from the old lines and iu- 

augurate a new and national policy. But 
what a fearful sell for those who voted for 
Sir John in hope of strict protection—and 
who looked for prosperity—as certain to fol- 
low it. 
ST —— 

Fires and Failures, &c. 

  

The spirit of recklessness and waste, as 
shown in losses by fire, failures, and over im- 
portation is very rife, and must do much to 
bring on the hard times of which all com- 
plain. The Jowrnal of Commerce furnishes 
some statistics on this subject. Last year the 
iosses by tire in Canada amounted to $5,050,- 
500, of which insurance Companies bore the 
burden of $3,102,700, leaving $2,847,800 of 
uninsured loss to be borne by property 
owners who chose “to take the chances.” 
These losses were so many millions 
abstracted from the nation’s wealth, 

leaving nothing bat ruins, dust and ashes. 
The frequency of fires on this continent must 
strike every one. There isnot an hour passes 

but there is a tire somewhere in the United 
States and Canada. Last year, in these 

countries, 12,023 fires occurred, or one nearly 
in every forty-three minutes, destroying pro- 
perty amounting to over seventy million dol- 

lars, or $192,811 worth every day during the 

entire year. The fire losses in Canada in the 
years 1876-7-8 amounted to $44,356,700, 
which might as well have been thrown into 

the sea. In the same three years, the losses 

by failures amounted to $74,950,677, giving 

gomething like $25,000,000 for the annual 

average. Many of these failures were the 
result of business men increasing their in-   debtedness abroad, by over importing, and 

    

glutting the market, and consequently de- 

creasing values, It is calculated that In the 
three years 1875-6-7, the average of imports 
to the exports per head of population was 
25.27 to $17.76 or an excess of $8.5] of 

imports over exports, *‘ How long,” the 

Journal of Commerce asks, *“ conld such a 
state of affairs last increasing every year the 
indebtedness abroad, without bringing 
failures upon failures, ruin upon ruin.” 

——— ey > GOO 

PARLIAMENT. 

  

The House of Commons has not yet fairly 

settled down to its work. It could hardly be 
expected that it would until the State festi- 

vities following the formal opening were 

over. The ball at Rideau Hall, for which a 

thousand invitations were issued, took place 

on Wednesday 19th, and after so grand and 

brilliant, and crushing an affair, it would be 

two or three days before the capital quieted 

down and ministers and members became 

composed enongh to attend to the business 

of the country. 

The address in answer. to the Speech 

moved by Mr. Brecken, P. E. I., seconded 

by Mr. Tasse, Ottawa, was passed on Mon- 

day. Following the modern custom, the op- 

| position allowed it to pass without moving 

(any amendment or criticising it at any length. 

| The address in fact was framed in such a way 

(all angular edges being smoothed off) as to 
allow it to slip through easily. 

Messrs. Brecken and Tasse acquitted them- 

| aidves in a manner that called forth the ap- 

probation of the leaders of the opposition 
and government. 

Their remarks on the paragraphs of the 

Address, referring to the Governor General's 

expression of gratification at being selected 

for the high office, and to the Queen's thanks 

for the loyal and generous reception of her 

daughter, were conceived in a good spirit,and 

expressed the feeling of the people of Can- 

ada, Supposed to be in the confidence of 
the Government, they did not throw any 

light on its policy. 
Hon. Mr. McKenzie was temperate, but 

sometimes caustic in his remarks. Ie was 

amused and surprised at Mr. Brecken eulogis- 

ing Sir John A. Macdonald for the part he 

had taken in framing the Washington Treaty, 
and bringing the Fishery Award question to 
a successful conclusion. Ie accounted for 

his ignorance of the almost general condem- 

nation of that treaty in Canada, by the fact 

that he (Brecken) lived in little P. E. L 

where they knew nothing about it. 

Sir John, of course, defended the Washing- 

ton Treaty, and maliciously reminded Mr. 

Mackenzie, while giving him all credit for 

obtaining toe fishery award, that he once re- 

marked that he “actually loathed the idea of 

accepting money for our rights respecting 

the fisheries.” The money did not smell, 

Sir John said, and came in at time when it 

was very much needed. He surely does not 

contemplate using it for the general necessities 

of the Domiaion, and to ignore the par- 

ticular claims of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 

and P. E, Island! 

tween the leaders of the Opposition and Gov- 
ernment were light and almost playful, they 

may become bitter and earnest by the time 

that the session is half over. 

The passage of words be- 

  

Earl Dufferin through Edinburgh 
Spectacles, 
  

The most glowing elogium, and there have 

been many and highly spiced, passed on 

Sarl Dufferin, is that by the Courant of Edin- 

burgh. We do not know whether the editor 

or critic bad an intimate knowledge of the 

state of Canada before and during the Earl's 

Administration, or whether he has only read 

a large number of favorable accounts of it 

(including Leggo's history which Le notices,) 

but anyway his article makes very pretty 

reading. We fancy people away in this part 

of the Dominion liked and esteemed the Karl 
with the silvern tongue, and thought that he 

had the most wonderful knack of making the 

most pleasant of speeches, but they did not 

imagine that he was a sort of Prospero—a ma- 
gician—who, (as the Edinburgh critic says) 

found “the Canadian Dominion in its 

spiritual cradle and left it a healthy robust 
boy. He took its young soul when it was 

flabby, unformed, and equally suspectible {to 
good or bad influences, and breathed into it 

the spirit of honor and patriotism ! 
  

SuppeN DeatH.—At four o'clock on 
[hursday morutsg Mrs. Owen MeLaughlin, of 
Regent Street, was found dead on the tloor of 

ber room. The circumstance of this sudden 

death led to the police taking cognisance of 

it. A coroners inquest was held, and a ver- 

dict was returned of ‘death through a fall, 

neglect, and exposure.” A medical examin- 
ation was afterwards made, and the opinion 

giver that death had been caused by alcohol, 

which from the position of the body had pro- 
duced suffocation. The funeral took place 
this morning. In order more fully to satisfy 

public feeling, a thorough investigation will 

be heid before the Poiice Magistrate, in the 
beginning of the week. 

+o 

¢& Now is the time to buy cheap Books 

by calling at M. S. Hall's Book Store. See 
Advt. 

  

  

We are sorry to hear that Professor Eastty, 
who gave a series of admirable readings in 
Fredericton, met with a severe accident on 

Wednesday evening last in Lowell, Mass. 
[he American Citizen of that place says that 

* he was walking down Merrimack St. with 

Rev. Dr. Flanders, and stepping upon a slip- 
pery spot at the St. Jolin Street crossing fell 
and struck violently on his head. He appear- 
ed unconcious when taken into Braley & 

Brown's apothecary store, but partially re- 
covered after a time. He was subsequently 
taken to the residence of Dr. Flanders where 

he now is. It is to be hoped that his ivjuries 
are not of a critical character,” 
  a —— 

A. A. Miller & Co., have on exhibition a 

series of laudscapes, twelve in all, executed 

by Art Students in Berlin. Several of the 
scenes depicted are quite pretty and pictur- 

esque, and they are dashed off in a not in- 

effective style. In handsome gilt frames 
they make quite presentable pictures, and 
their price, 15 dollars for a sett of two, is 
wonderfully moderate. Of course one cannot 
expect high art at such a low figure, but a 
sett or two would greatly improve the look 
of a bare walled apartment. 
    

StorM.—The greatest storm of the sea- 
son occurred on Friday. In the city, the 
wind blew the loose snow in blinding gusts, 
and swept the platforms, and no body stirred 
out except on strict business. For the first 
timue this winter, there was no train from St. 
John, owing to the very heavy drifts. Iu 
has cleared up bright and cold after the 
storm. 
  ~~ 

The entertainment of the F. R. C. M. 
Troupe which was to have been given on Fri- 
day evening was postponed on account of the 
storm. It will take place on Monday with 
extra attractions. All who wish to enjoy a 
hearty laugh, should attend on Monday night. 

EE EE 

A despatch from Cape Town states that 
the rifles captured by the Zulus were Martini- 
Henrys, and the guns were seven-pounders, 
mounted on nine-pounder carriages, 
  

The wine interests of California represent 
$60,000,000.   

  

Public Reports. 
  

We have received copies of the Aunual 
Reports of the Trade and Navigation returns 
for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1878, 
also “ the Public Accounts.” 
bulky documents. 

The trade returns notice fluctuations in 
the quantities of certain articles imported 
into Canada in 1878, as compared with the 

two former years, such as sulphuric acid and 
butter, which show a deciine in quantity; | 
cigars and meats, an increase in quantity but 

Both are very 

a decline in price, a shrinkage in value. 
The importation of petroleum in 1878, was 

largely in excess of 1877, owing to the reduc- 
tion in duty from 15 to 5 cents per gallon, 
and a great shrinkage in the pries of United 
States productions. The quantity of green 
and black teas entered for consumption in 

I878 was less than in 1876-7, and the prices 

In February, 1877, 

the duties on all teas were increased from 3 

and 4 cents to 5 and 6 cents per lb., (Japan 

tea being classed as green) which had the 

show a steady decline. 

the effect of bringing the average values of 

green and black to nearly an equality. 
The consumption of sugars grading over 

No. 13, showed a large increase, that of No. 

9 to 13, inclusive, a decrease. 

  
The most 

marked feature in the general results of sugar, 

is that the low grades under No.9, “ Dutch 
Standard,” have almost ceasel to he used, 
and that the imports of higher grades, chiefly 

refined sugars, have largely increased from 

Grest Britain and the United States. The 
importation of medium sugars, between No. 
9 and No. 13 has largely increased from 
Great Britain and more largely decreased 
from the United States; from the West 

Indies there has been a continued decline of 
importation of sugars of all grades. 

In the large classes of the goods upon 
which the ad valorem duty of 17} per cent. is 
collected there appears but little to be speci- 
ally noted. 

The result of the year's transactions, as 
respect to revenue, is so far satisfactory, that 

the custom duties collected were slightly in 

advance of the preceeding year. The amount 

of revenue collected in the seven Provinces 

amounted to—Custom Duties, 812,795,673: 

“other revenues,” $133,730—grand total, 
S12,929.423. The revenue collected in New 

Brunswick amounted to $1,466,913 being 

$244,230 greater than the revenue collected 

in Nova Scotia. 

From * the Public Accounts "for 1878, we 

learn that on the Ist July, 1873, the total 

funded and unfunded debt was $149,587 012; 

the total liabilities amounted to $174,957 - 

208 ; the total interest on the total pubiie 

debt $7,100,023; 

capital account $6,691,200 ; the increase of 

public debt 87,126,650 ; the total receipts of 

consolidated fund $22 375,011, and the total 

expenditure as compared with receipts $23 - 

503,158, leaving a deficit for the past yea 
of $1,123,146, 

the total expenditure on 

WD ce > —_— 

Yesterday, Governmental notice was given 

to the Collector of customs at the port of St. 

John, instructing him to deposit is the vari- 
ous banks any notes or cheques upon such 

banks which may be collected for duties, in 

place of depositing tnem in the Bank of Mon- 

treal alone, as hitherto has been the practice. 

This step is considered will be a relief to all 
other banking institutions, We suppose that 

a similar notice bas been received by all col- 
lectors of customs in the Province, 

eer E> ce > 

The Carnival in the rink on Wednesday 

night was not so largely attended by skaters 

In costume as the manager had a right to ex- 

pect. The spectators were numerous, and 
the band played a fine selection of peices. A 

grand and closing Carnival will be held in 

March, and a crowd of characters in fine 

costumes will figure on the ice. 
Ce > > 

¢&" If you want good and cheap Cottons, go 

to Dever DBres., where you will have a large 

Good bargains can be 

had in other goods at the same establish- 

stock to select from. 

ment. 

so u— 

The British Government is prepared to 

subsidize any company that will undertake 

to lay a cable to the Cape of Good Hope. 

th. ES 

The Bank of England will be 185 years 
old the 27th of the coming July, having re- 
ceived its charter of incorporation at that 
date, and having been projected by William 
Paterson, a Scotchman. Constituted as a 
joint-stock company, with a capital of £1,- 
200,000, the wuole sum was lent at interest 
to the Government of William and Mary, 
then much embarrassed. At the cutset 1 
was the servant of the State, and has ever 
since continued such more or less. Tue 
charter, granted first for eleven years, has 
been from time to time renewed, the last re- 
newal, subject to modification or revocation. 
having been in 1344, For a while the busi- 
ness was done in one room ; now the bank 
occupies, as everybody knows, a large build- 
ing on Threadneedle street, and employs 
some 800 men. Nothing less than a £5 note 
1s ever issued, and no note 1s issued a second 
time. The average amount of noies in cir- 
culation is £25,000,000, 

i 

The Law just passed by Congress prohibit- 
ing any ships from bringing to the saores ot 
the United States more than fifteen Chinese 
at one vogage is going to ruin tha Pacific 
steamship companies, who have been able to 
make well on Chinese immigrants and 
Cuinese visiting their homes, as they ver) 
often do, waking what we call Christmas 
visits bomz at the New Year. Steamers 
will not be able to maintain themselves 
against sailing ships carrying tea one way, 
which 1s the bulk of their freight business. 
Tuis law was passed against treaty obligations 
to please tke Irish, wiao a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago were un fer Like persecution as cheap 
foreigners, We wonder what sort of laws 
will be passed to please the Chinese in the 
year 1900? 

UXECUTIONS IN AMERICA.—The * hang- 
man's record 7 for 1873 in the United States 
shows that during the yast year ninety-six 
murderers in that conntry died for their crimes 
on the gailows, All of tue culprits were meu. 
Forty were white, fifty-two coloured, two 
were Indians, and one a Chinaman. Of the 
executions that took place, seven were 
* double executions,” four triple, aad two 
quadruple. More hangings occured on Friday 
tuan on all the other days of the week, the 
number of Friday executions being seventy. 
March was especially fatal to murderers, 
twenty-five being hanged in that month. 
The Southern States had 70 per cent. of all 
the hangings, and nearly two-thirds of the 
criminals executed there were negroes, 
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According to the statistics of the Russian 
Church, 137 new sects (congregations) sprong 
up in that country last year. The members 
of one of them style themselves  Leeches,” 
and hold that new-born infants should be 
baptised and nourished with blood drawn 
from their mothers. The proselytes are 
chiefly peasants in the province of Vologda, 
and the mortality of married women there 
has considerably increased. 

  

HEALER TUL LSI A 
A New GuN.—The Daily News says that 

the latest novelty in the way of gunnery is a 
steel cannon of 70 tons, which 1s to Surpass 
all the doings of the mouster ordnance re- 
cently tried in this country. The 70-ton 
steel gun is the work of the great Westphal- 
ian iron-master, Herr Krupp, of Heasen, and 
is to be tried in a few months’ time on the 
practice ground adjoining the famous steel 
works where it was made. It is a breech- 
loader. 
  > 

Lord Elcho presided at a dinner of the 
Edinburgh East Lethian Association last 
night, and in proposing the health of the 
Queen said he understood lwperialism to 
mean that all were to do their best to main- 
tain the grandeur of the Empire, and to con-   sider that our colonies were the reverse of 
an encumberance or burden to the nation, 

   
  

  

The Zulu Affairs. 

There is still some obscurity regarding the | 
cause of the war in Zululand, the outset of 
which has been signalised by soa terrible dis. 
aster to the English force, and to the scene of 
which large reinforcements are now steaming, 
Every body knows it has grown out of the 
annexation of the Dutch Transvaal by Sir | 
Theophilus Shepstone in 1877, an act which 
was looked upon as highbanded by many,   
and which would have excited much more | though not impossible to carry out, 
adverse comment than it did, had not Eng- 

with the Eastern Question, It was, by some 
looked upon as a matter of not very much 
importance, as affecting only a few Boers and 
Caflirs, but it has already cost England dear, 
and who knows how much blood will yet be 
spilt, and treasures spent before the Trans- 
vaal is safe from the incursions of the Zulus 
and Cetewayo is brought to account. But 

in annexing the Transval Sir Theophilus, for 

the Imperial Government, only retook pos- 
session of land, which had been tacitly aban- 
doned for the parpose of introducing into it 

good government, for the better security of | 
the colony of Natal. But the English in 
pushing into the Transval, came in contact 
with the native tribes bordering on it, parti- 
calarly the Zulus, whose King looked upon 
them as intruders, and feared that they might 

extend their annexationist designs inio his 
territory proper. The colonists in the Trans- 
vaul naturally apprehended danger, when 
they had on their frontiers a tribe so numer- 
ous and warlike as the Zulus, commanded by 
an absolute chief, so strongwilled and blood- 
thirsty, so capable and capricious as Cete- 
wayo. There seems to be no doubt that 
many of the colonists thought that, as there 
was a considerable force of English troops in 
the Transvaal, oceasion should be taken to 
wake war upon the Zulu King, and annex 
his territory, both because it was a desirable 
land in itself, and because their own security 
demanded the removal of so dangerous a 
neighbor. The policy of Sir Bartle Frere 
does not appear at first to have reached so 
far as that. He wished to impose his will 
in Cetewapo, to transform the savage and 
warlike king into a wise and temperate ruler 
and a peaceful neigubor, to make him reform 
his eruel and bloody government, to break 

  

down his stringent military system, (which 
conscripts all the young men of the country, 
and forbids them to marry, to allow the resi- 
dence of a British representative in his capi- 
tal, (if he has one), who would act like a 
critical overseer of his actions, and make re- 
port of the manner in which he carried out 
his reforms. But Cetewayo fiery and head- 
strong refused to surrender his independence, 
and having forty thousand young agile, and 
unmarried warriors disciplined after the bush 
fashion thought he was strong enough to 
drive the English out of the Transvaal, and 
make Sir Bartle quake in Capetown. It was 
impossible to make a peaceful neighbor of a 
capricious savage and the mutual positions 

and dispositions of the colonists and Zulus 
urged them to war. In such a state of mind 
a small incident was sufficient to bring on 
war. It is said that a party of Zulus crossed 
the Tugala, the frontier river in pursuit of two 
women, and captured them in British te rri- 
tory and bratally murdered them, and that 
another party arrested and maltreated two 
linglish tourists who were out sketching near 
the frontiers, but still, in British territory, 
Another version of the story of the Zulu 
women and the tourists puts the matter in a 
much more favorable light for the Zulus and 
acquits them of committing acts that could be 
called either a violation of British territory 
or an outrage on British subjects. 

English correspondents viewing the cir- 
cumstances from different points of view 
have written to their journals condemning 0, 
commending Sir Bartle for taking occasion of 
the outrages by the Zulus to assume the ag- 
gressive and to demand of Cetewayo the ac- 
ceptance of the reforms proposed to him and 
to give guarantees for their performance. 
Some view the matter very seriously and think 
the violation of British territory by the 
Zulus was a provocation sufficient for a de- 
claration of war, and the bringing Cetewayo 
to account. Others do not see it in that 
light. They think that even savages have 
rights that ought to be respected, Cetewayo 
«may not be a model monarch, but that is no 
reasons why reforms, residents and mission- 
aries should be forced on himagainst his will, 
and they think also that a war with a savage 

ruler can bring no glory to English arms or 
the acquisition of his territory any gain to 
the Empire at all proportinate to the cost of 
the sacrifice conquest and will entail. By the 
time the letters of the correspondents reach- 
ad Fleet St., London, “ the unfortunate affair” 

of Rokes Drift took place, which whether the 
policy that provoked the war be justiable or 
the object to be gained by the successful pro- 

secution of it beworth while or not, has most 

probably determined the fate of Cetewayo 
and the annexation of his “ King dom” to the 
Uritish Territory. 

The following force has sailed for Natal :— 

17th Lancers; 1st Dragoons ; 53th, 94th, 

2lst and 91st Regiments of the line; and 
(0th Regt. of Rifles ; a detachment of Royal 
lingineers ; a battery of Artillery; and the 

Supply and Army Service Corps. 

Tur Tarwrr.—It was announced from 
Outawa early in the week that the House 
would go into Supply on Friday (yesterday, ) 

when Hon, Mr. Tilley would make his finan- 

cial statement, and znnounce the proposed 
changes in the tariff. But the agony of 

suspense 1s to be protracted for a week 
or a fortnight longer. 

on AAI mein 
Ellis, the New York Bank defaulter, who 

has been in gaol in St. John for nearly three 
years, despairing of ever regaining his free- 

dom on any other terms, has it is said, com- 

menced negotiations with the Bank with the 

view of making restitution of the whole or 

part of the funds which he is accused of 
having stolen. 

*~or 

The many friends of John Pickard Esq. 

whose state of heslth for some time past as 
to cause anxiety, will be pleased to learn 

that he has recoved a fair measure of strength, 

and writes in good spirits from Ottawa. 
pp 
  

It is stated on what is said to be good au- 

thority, that Her Royal Highness the Princess 

Lousie will, in all probability, return to Eng- 

land in the course of # few months, on an ex- 

tended visit to Her Majesty. 
ee PP een 

In anticipation of an increase of duty, A. 

A. Miller & Co., have imported a large stock 

of cotton goods which they are prepared to 

sell at low prices. 
Cr a re 

New Army RANK.—A new army rank, 
intermediate between the officer and the non- 
commissioned officer, has been created by the 
warrant of promotion in the Army Service 
Corps, which was isseed last month. The 
warrant officers, or conductors, as they are 
called, will be selected from the higher 
branches of non-commissioned officers, and 
will wear a uniform similar to that of the 
officers ; but the rank will not entitle the 
owner to the military salute, aud the pay 

  

  
    will be 5s 6d per day, which is the same as 

the allowance to sergeant-majors in the same 
Corps. 

RE 

Dr. Butt intends to move a resolution in 
the House of Commons, looking to better 
facilities for Irishmen of all religious de- 
nominations, to obtain education in Irish 
Universities, 

    

  

| Turkey, 

sures. 
along the course of the Pruth, 550 versts 
(40G miles) in length ; 
the Dniester, a considerable distance longer, | planted in the human 
At every verst along each line was establisii- | together 
ed a hut, with nine foot soldiers forming | 
three reliefs; and at every third verst was a | form 

. . pe | 'Y . cossack station, with 12 horsemen, forming | England's history was one long struggle for, 
six reliefs, or two per verst, 

  

  

    

           

  

  What a Quarantine Cordon Means. 
  

Russia is now a terror to her neighbors— 
and the plagse within her borders is a was filled with a respectable and attentive 
greater terror to the nations of Europe than | audience to hear William Wilson, Esq 
even her inriguing ambitious policy though 
that has been plague enough. Russia is 
admonished on all hands to estabish a close 
cordon around the plague area of Astrachan ; 
it is easy to say that such a thing should be 
done, but it is one very difficult and onerous, | 

  
Russia 

pted to prevent the plague quitting | 
and she adopted the following mea- | 
Two lines were established, one 

  
| 

and another along | 

All day and all | 
cossack was kept incessantly | 

patrolling half a verst of ground, while at | 
every third of a verst was mounted on guard, | 
under shelter of reeds, an infantry man. 
case the first line failed to intercept the 
fugitives from the plague district, there was 
the second line on the alert the whole cours. 
of the Dneister, and, thanks to these pre- 
cautions, which occupied an entire army 
several months, the infection did not cross 
anywhere from Moldavia into Russia. To 
repeat these precautions at Astrachan would 
involve the institution of three lines, one to 
surround the villages attacked, a second to 
enclose Enstaevsk district, and a third the en- 
tire Province of Astrachan. In this case, 
the task, would be gigantic, Enstaovsk 
alone having a circumference of 900 verts, 
and Astrachan 1500. To close the former 
district would employ 45 regiments of regu- 
lar cavalry, or 30 of cossacks, and 36 regi- 
ments, or pine divisions of infantry, even 
allowing only one relief to each picket, a 
number plainly beyond the possibility of 
maintenance in such a barren and sparsely 
populated region. Rejecting (the Golos, one 
of the leading Russian papers remarks) these 
three thing, then, as being too difficult to be 
thought of, there remains the alternative 
plan of two slightly curved paralell lines, one 
on either side of the Volga, and stretching 
from the river at Tsaritsin to the delta at 
Astrachan. Even this could not be made 
shorter than 700 versts, which with a single 
relief, would require 35 regiments of regular 
or 22 of cossack cavalry, and 24 reziments, 
or six divisions of infantry. The institution 
of such a cordon would be a grievous burden 
to Russia, bot it would b> one nevertheless 
which she could not possibly escape from 
without incurring the risk of 
heavier burdens still, 

Russia's changed attitude to Turkey and 
kingland may, perhaps, be accounted for the 
necessities ot her internal condition. Two 
or three months ago she appeared defiant, 
and resolved to beard England rather than 
carry out the Berlin Treaty. What with 
secret societies plotting the overthrow of 
society, students rising up against arbritrary 
authority, and labour troubles, and distress 
and last but not least the plague, she has 
trouble enough to make her think seriously, 
and to engage her hands without entering on 
new wars. Had not the * Black Death” 
appeared in her midst, rousing the apprehen- 
sions of Europe, and compelled her to take 
preventative measures against its spread, 
Russia might not yet have signed the de- 
finitive treaty with Turkey or commenced 
retiring her troops from Turkish territory. 
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Royal Canadian Insurance Co. 

night long one 

1m posing 

  

  

The annual meeting of the Royal Cana- 
dian Insurance Co. took place at the head 
office, Montreal, on the 7th of February, at 
which there was a large attendance of 
shareholders. The annual report of the 
Directors showed that the Company was in 
a sound state. Owing to the stagnation of 
business, inadequate premium rates, and 
weeding out of undlsarable risks, there was, 
during the past year, a considerable falling 
off in the premium income, still the net sur- 
plus showed an increase over that of the last 
twelve months. The amount for the security 
of the Policy Holders is $852,414.49,and after 
reduction of Re-lnsurance Liabilities, as 
required by law, amounting to $344,446 57, 
leaves capital, $300,000, and a sarplus for 
the Shareholders of $287,964,67. showing an 
increase over last year of $65464.67. A 
dividend of five per cent. has this year been 
declared, and the chairman held out hopes 
that in the future the dividends will gradu- 
ally increase. 

The Royal Canadian suffered very severely 
by the St. John fire, and it was a question 
afterwards whether the company should not 
discontinus business, but by the great exer- 
tions of the Directors, and their applications 
to the interests of the company, the liabili- 
ties had been reduced about $125,000. which 
after providing for the depreciating secu- 
rities, and general assets, showed a net gain 
of $60,000 for the year's business, the 
directors, had in fact, Hon. Peter Mitchell 
observed, saved the company from being in 
the same position as the “ Stadacona ” is to- 
day—so that, those, who after the St. John 
tire would have given their shares to any one 
who would have taken them, could now get 
2ood value for them. 

The directors intend to reduce the capital 
frem $6,000,000 to $2,000,000, as arranged 
for by the amended act of incorporation, 
and to make a reduction in the expenses 
(those of the Boston office amount to $30,- 
000 last year) of management. The losses on 
the American business amounted to $276,138, 
and the expenditure and receipts were about 
even. Up to this year it always showed a 
good profit, and the Canadian business a loss. 
There appeared to be a general feeling that 
the *“ Royal Canadian ” will best conserve 
its interests by depending more on its home 
management, and by not indiscretly extend- 
ing the American business, 
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During the last few vears science has made 
rapid strides in every direction. It has no 
respect for old associations, sacred or secular, 
and if either be found to impede its progress, 
it is put aside. It is now stated that a 
Frenchman, a native of Marseilles, has pur- 
chased the right of extracting chlorate of 
potash from the Dead Sea. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Sodom and Gomorrah may soon 
he seen the smoke of an engine furnace, in- 
stead of that which was beheld after the 
rain of brimstone and fire. The water of the 
Dead Sea is largely impregnated with mag- 
nesian and soda salts ;: there are also at the 
bottom of the Lake considerable deposits of 
common salt, sulphate of lime, and carbonate 
of lime. The enterprising Frenchman who 
hase taken the Lake in hand is hopeful that 
he will be able to offer in London a chemical 
product at 72s per ton the present selling 
price of which is 104s. It will be curious if 
the Dead Sea comes to be profitably utilised 
by extracting from it tie salt largely em- 
ployed in the manufacture of lucifer matches 
and to a smaller extent in that of white gun- 
powder. 

———— tre MP re 

Lorp DeErBY ox Goop Suooring.—Lord 
Derby, presiding at a meeting of the County 
of Lancaster Rifle Association said that 
under the present system of war accurate 
shooting was more important than ever ; and 
whatever might be the differencesrespacting 
foreign ware, all would agree on the necessity 
for home defence,   

  

L. 0. A. Lecture Course 

On Wednesday evening, the Orange Hall 

*r 

deliver his postponed lecture on “ what the 
Revolution of 1690 secured for the Anglo 
Saxon race.” He apoke without referring to 
paper and forcibly and well. Amidst a sub-   

The Great French Lottery. 

The drawing for the prizes in the Exposi- 
tion Lottery, held by the French Governmeit, 
commenced on Sunday, January 26th, and 
was expected to last a month, so it cannot be 
quite over yet. There were 1277 big prizes, 
and 81,300 smaller ones. On the opening 
day of the drawing the excitement was in- 

Jeet, bristling with dangerous points, he | discribable : it had been eagerly looked for 
moved safely. He kept to the shores of 
England, and did not, with his hero, King : ; once established aquarantine cordon in 1828-9), | William, cross the Irish Channel and stir lish statesmen and journalists been engrossed | and attem up rancorous memories. Ie said nothing 
that could reasonably arouse the historical 
precouceptions or the religious suscepti- 
bilities of any one. He commenced with a 
dissertation on the principles of society im- 

breast that bound men | 
in sympathy to advise and act 

with each other to carry out measures of ro- | 
whether political, religious, or economic. | 

one kind of liberty or another. He reviewed 
in a strong spirit of sympathy, the struggles 
in England for freedom against the tyranny 
of its absolute minded kings, from the time 

: Runnymede, the Barous of England wrested 
| fiom King John the Magna Charta, in which 
' were laid down, the fundamental principles | 

the reigns of the Tudors, and the Stuarts to 
the portentous years of James II, when the 
fabric of absolute power in England was 
broken for ever, under the glorious auspices 
of King William III, who came not like the 
first of the name, as a conqueror, the reign of 
constitutional government, founded on the 
principles of the Magna Charta, was firmly 
established. The lecturer showed how 
nobly William carried. out his resolve to 
“ maintain English liberty and the Protest- 
ant religion,” (the motto that was inscribed 
on the standard that floated from the 
“Grille,” that bore him to the shores of 
England,) and what sacrifices be made and 
what drngers incurred in the great enterprise. 
Mr. Wilson grew eloqueat in discanting on 
the blessings that the freedom of the press 
and the freedom of conscience, *“ the right of 
each one to worship God according to the 
dictates of his owu conseienoe, no man mak- 
ing him afraid,” had, along with the 
political liberties established by the revolu- 
tion of 1690, secured for the race. 

In closing a very interesting and able lec- 
ture, Mr. Wilson spoke of the object of the 
Orange Association, and vinindicated it 
azainst the aspersionsof these who caluminat- 
ed it as an assemblage of lawless personages 
anxious to make a row. There was,as in every 

body, reckless; antagonistic men who created 

disturbance and made fools of themselves, but 

such were perverts from the true purpose of 

the body which was to keep alive the flame 
of civil and religious liberty, to perpetuate 
the principles established by the revolution 
of 1690, and to iuspire its members with the 
determination to ** maintain English liberties 
and the Protestant religion.” 
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Wheat Growing in England. 
  

The question has been askad, if it would 
ever become unprofitable for the English 
farmer to raise wheat. Last year when the 
[ndian famine was engrossing painful atten- 
tion, and thought was turned towards the 

best means of preventing the reoccurrence of 

«0 frightful a calamity, it was proposed to 
construct new irrigation works which would 

tend to greatly extend the area of wheat 

culture in India, and to the exportation of 
vast quantities of grain to England, which 

would bring down the value to such prices 
as would render it hopeless for tha English 
farmer to contend against. In some of the 

London papers—the Fall Mall Gazette and 

Financial Opinion, &c., there were articles 

predicting that the time might come when 

the farmers in Eogland would abandon the 

culture of wheat and cereals altogether, and 

devote themselves entirely to raising cattle 

and sheep, and that England would gradually 
assume the aspect of a pastoral country, and 
that in place of smiling well hedged fields, 

nothing would be seen but green undulating 
pastures. We notice the following in the 
Toronto Mail :— 

It would seem that the time must come, 
and that very soon, when English farmers 
will have to give up the idea of growing 
wheat for profit. Messrs. Thomas C. Scott 
and Arthur H. Savory, two exceptionally 
good authorities on the subject,§ have been 
waking investigations, and they both state 
that wheat-raising by English farmers with 
the present prices must prove unremunera- 
tive. Mr. Savory, who 1s the most pro- 
nounced in his opinion, after making a care- 
ful summary of the cost of production, shows 
that in order to pay back to the farmer his 
outlay in seed, labour, manure, cartage, &c., 
the wheat must net him at least £2 8s per 
quarter. In other words, the English pro- 
ducer has, this season, lost one shilling per 
bushel on all the grain that he has raised, and 
as this has amounted to more than 80,000, 
000 bushels when the United Kingdom is 
taken into account, the outgo to the farmer 
must have been sufficiently large to cause him 
to look towards the future with serious mis- 
givings. 

BE 

The Decay of Evangeliealism, 

The Tunes says:—The death of Dean 
M'Neile removes a striking figure from that 
fast dwindling band of men who still repre- 
sent the old “evangelical ” tradition of our 
Church in the midst of a generation which 
has sought other faiths than theirs. He be- 
longed to a school whose disciples are now 
few and far between; to a party whose in- 
fluence has almost ceased to count in current 
controversies. Evangelicalism despised know- 
ledge, discarded taste, and gloried iu its 
want of culture. One thing alone was need- 
ful to the welfare of the soul, and for this 
all else was willingly sacriticed. When a 
scholar of the reputation of Granville Sharpe 
could seriously call on Charles Fox for the 
purpose of explaining to him, by the aid of 
the little horn in Daniel, the future policy of 
Napoleon and the Czar, it was evident that 
evangelical exegesis bad begun a work—a 
hopeless vein. Thus it was that evaogelica- 
lism gradually lost its power. The torch 
lighted by Wesley and Whitfield passed al- 
wost by natural suggestion into the hands of 
Keble and Newman and their followers, and 
the religious life of England was diverted 
into a aew channel, of which even yet we can 
bardly discern the outlet. The Tractarian 
movement tapped a current of sentiment 
which bad long been pent up, and the result 
was ar overflow which swept away most of 
the old landmarks. But the new theology 
bad its own extravagance and weakness, 
which it is only fair to set against those of 
its vanquished rival. The pets maitre of 
sein Dn with bis childish pratings 
of church and priests, is hardly more worthy 
of respect that the strictest bigot of antique 
evangelical mould. Against the prophetic 
vagaries of Granville Sharpe and his obsolete 
exegesis we may set the puerile confessions 
of Hurrell Froude and the searchings of 
heart which the carnal temptations of roast 
goose and buttered toast caused to a fasting 
Thactarian, as recorded in the “ Remains’ 
of that early saint of Anglo-Catholicism. 
The old controversies, in fact, are dead, but 
the old antagonisms, as old as Christianity 
itself, are still alive. Evangelicalism as our 
grandfathers knew 1t is gone, but the contest 
between Scripture and tradition, between 
individual righteousness and the authority 
of the Church, between people and the priest, 
between conscience and preseription, still 
survives in other forms, and will very likely 
continue to be waged as long as Christianity 
itself retains its hold on the faith and imagi- 
nations of men, 
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The Mayor of New Orleans has broken u 
the projected national do, fight for $5,000 
between New York, hiladelphia, and 
Louisiana. It is understood the affair will 
now take place at Mobile,   

of the Britich constitution, down Shrough 

by Frenchmen of every class and grade. 
Politics were in abeyance, und it was the 
subject of conversation in Paris and through- 
out the Provinces. The excitement was con- 
tinued through the political crisis, and many 
Frenchmen thought more of their chance 
in the lottery than of the fortune of their 
country in the hands of a Republican 
President and Legislature. 

The London Pall Mall Gazette writing on 
the injurious effects of the lottery sal 

The drawing is being carried on with the 
minutest precautions to prevent even sem- 
blance of unfair play. The men at the 
wheels change their places at every turn, and 
only one > is drawn out at a time from 
each wheel, the winning numbers being 
formed by the combination of six figures. 

In| when in the little, but world renoun field of | Experience is demonstrating a fact which 
ought to have been thought of before— 
namely, that tickets whose number bears 
less than four figures bave scarcely any 
chance at all. So far only six nawbers of 
four figures have been drawn, and not a 
single one of shree, two, or one Lome 
out. This is€asy to understand, for num- 
bers of one figure—9 for nstance—would 
have to come out with five zeroes preceed- 
ing them—thus 000009; numbers of three 
hgures would need four zeroes, numbers of 
three two. Any serial of the same figures 
must naturally be a rarity, and it would be 
contrary to all calculable chances that many 
combinations of 0's should be drawn. This 
will be a warning to purchasers of ticksts at 
future lotteries should there be any more; 
but considering what an unmitigated pest 
this one has been one must hope that the 
rulers of France will have the sense to per- 
ceive that they committed a blunder, and 
will be in no haste to repeat it. The sum of 
money which the Commissioners have clear- 
ed net by the sale of tickets—about £250,000 
—is really small in comparison with the - 
trouble they have had and the incidental 
expenses they have incurred; besides which 
nothing can compensate the nation at large 
for the injurious effect produced upon so 
many classes by the gambling epidemic 
which has been let loose. Of this we have 
probably not seen the last. Tue greediest 
passions of a nation cannot be stirred to 
their depths without a great deal of impure 
stuff rising to the surface. The very ardour 
which the French have evinced for this 
lottery is proof emough of the folly which 
was committed in starting it. Too many 
people are saying mow that the first step 
baving been taken, there is no reason why 
Government should not go whoie lengths in 
restering the periodical lotteries and licensed 
gaming-tables that flourished before 1337. 
This is just the language which one might 
bave expected from peopls most nervously 
liable to excitement, and whose moral sense 
18 not particularly vigorous. 
  

Mill and Sociali 

The late, (if that past adjunctive may be 
applied to a philosopher whose works and in- 
fluence survive him,) John Stuart Mill, con- 
templated writing a work on Socialism, and 
left a portion of it in a fit state for publica- 
tion, and it is now appearing inthe Fornight- 
ly Review, in instalments. Mill thus states 
and explains—the great objection of the Soci- 
alists to the present basis of seciety—the 
principle of individualism :— 

In their eyes the very foundation of human 
life as at present constituted, the very principle 
on which the production and repartition of all 
material products are now carried on, is es- 
sentially vicious and anti-social. It is the 
principle of individualism, competition, each 
vne for Limself and against all the rest. 
Socialists consider this system of private war 
(as it may be termed) between every one and 
every one especially fatal in an economical 
point of view, and in a moral. It is the 
parent of every hatred and all uncharitable- 
ness. It makes every oue the natural enemy 
of all others whe cross bis path, and every 
one’s path is constantly liable t> be crossed. 
Under the present system hardly anyone can 
gain except by the loss or disappointment of 
one or of many others. Ina well-constituted 
community every one would be a gainer by 
every other person's successful exertions; 
while now we gain by each other's loss and 
lose by each other's gain, and our greatest 
sans come from the worst source of all— 
from death: the death of those who are 
nearest and should be dearest to us. Social 
reformers see in the competition of labourers 
the cause of low wages; in che competition 
of producers, the cause of ruin and bank- 
ruptey; and both evils, they affirm, tend con- 
stantly to increase as population and wealth 
make progress, no person (they conceive) be- 
ing benefited except the great proprietors of 
the land, the holders of fixed money incomes 
and a few great capitalists whose wealtn is 
gradually enabling them to undersell all other 
producers, to absorb the whole of the opera- 
tions of industry into their own sphere, to 
drive from the market all employers of labour 
except themselves, and to convert the labour- 
ers into a kind of slaves. 

A New Kind of Steamer, 

  

Trials are about to be made at Marseilles 
of a vessel on an entirely new principle, pro- 
pelled without either screw or paddle wheels, 
[he craft is of the dimensions and form of 
an ordinary tug-boat, and is worked by means 
of a steam-pump of 16 horse power, with a 
horizontal tubular boiler. The pump is of 
enormous power and draws in considerable 
quantities of water, which by the force with 
which it is expeiled agamnst the sea at the 
stern sends the vessel forward. The ship 
is furnished with two pairs of tubes, 
the one acting at the stern and the other 
at the bow. During the ordinary pro- 
gress of the boat those in front are closed 
stop- 8, but if occasion arises for 
making the steamer retrograde, the after 
tubes are closed and the others opened. The 
water to supply the pump is taken from the 
sea alongside, but that communication can 
also be closed, and a system of barrels filled 
with water is provided in the bold to su ply 
the pump In case of any emergency. With 
this invention, it is said that no vibration is 
produced, and the machine can be easily 
transformed into a fire engine by the addition 
of a suitable supply of hose. Moreover, it 
can be readily used to prevent another vessel 
from sinking, when water-lozged or leaking, 
by taking tubes to supply the pump to the 
ship in distress, and utilizing the water it 
contains as the means of propulsion, while, 
at the same time, towing the disabled craft. 
The pipes for the ejection of water are fixed 
in a direction parallel to the keel, and when 
at work in no way interferes with the action 
of the rudder, simply moving the vessel on 
its course by the resistance the water ejected 
meets with from the great mass of the sur- 
rounding sea. The invention is said to be 
that of an American enzineer; and the 
steamer is reported to have already made 10 knots an hour. The peculiar utility of this 
boat, if it answers expectations, is for river work, and after the trials at Marseilles, it will be again essayed on the Rhone.— (sali gnani’'s Messenger, Jan. 25, rs 

If you would increase your prospects of a long life take unto yourself o Dr. Bertilloa, the celebrated French statistician, has, after much investigation, puklished a tahle s"owing that matrimony, at least in his native land, is far more favourable to long- evity than celibacy. tween the ages of twenty-tive and thirty the annual mortality 
per thousand in France is ten bachelors and 
six warri°d men, the same disproportion be- 
ing observable lazer on, but diminishing, 
however, with advancing years. Betw 
forty-five and fifty it is twenty single = 0 
eleven Benedicts. Widowers dia with 
peeuliar rapidity, the figures in the twenty- 
live to thirty-year class being twenty-two to 
six married men. After passing the age of 
twenty-five married womed die off less rapid- 
ly than spinsters, and the mortality of widows 
is by no means as great as is that of widowers. 
—— ED + eee 

Nothing gives one a more terrible idea of 
the dulness of English provincial towns than 
that vast crowds assembled at these 
to ses Weston walk through them.—   

   


