
        

FRANCE BEGAN IT, 
What Caused the Trouble With 

Siam, 
  

The Ruler of Siam an Interesting and Fin- 
de-Siecle Young Autocrat, 

Harrrorp, Conn., July 24 —Hon. Isaac 

Townsend Smith, consul-general for 
Siam in the United States, has been the 

guest since Saturday of Hon. Wm. Lee, 

of this city. To a reporter to-day he 

spoke as follows on the Siam complica- 
tions: 

The French government has been de- 

sirous for some time to increase its pos— 

sessions in the east. It attempted such a 
project at Tonquin, China, but met with 

reverses. France obtained a foothold at 

Cambodia, on the Gulf of Siam, a few 

years ago, Since that time the French 

have shown a desire to make use of this 

opportunity to enlarge their possession 

and control of the country. 
They dispatched a steamer up the 

Mekong river, which is purely Siamese, 

and built forts, stirring up strife with the 

Siamese. Some of the Annam troops 

wer? killed, and the French made use of 

that fact to enforce their demands on the 

Siamese to consent to an extension of the 

French boundaries. 

The French authorities hold that the 

boundary of that government reaches the 
Mekong river. The King of Siam imme- 

diately cemmunicated with the French 

minister, stating that the Siamese gov- 

ernment had no intention of making war. 

It was held by the King that the strife 

was provoked by the French troops. The 

King, however, informed the French that 

the government would make reparation 

for the damages that had been sustained. 

The French disregarded this proposi- 

tion, and sent a man-of-war up the 
Menam river, on which the capital. 

Bangkok, is situated, and reasserted the 

demand for indemnity at the cannoin’s 

mouth. The original sum demanded 

was 3,000,000f. This was subsequently 
red=ced to 2,500,000f, 

It was also demanded that certain 
boundary lines which have never been 

defined should be conceded by Siam. A 

year ago the boundary dispute between 
the English in Burmah and Siam was 

seitled, the Siamese government making 

liberal concessions. Unquestioned as- 

surance was given on the part of Eng- 

land that the English authorities would 

stand by Siam in settling the boundary 
dispute with the French. 

Consul-General Smith said that the 

Siamese government is unable to cope 

w th France single handed, or for that 
matter with any of the great European 

powers. The navy is small, but well dis- 

ciplined, and is under a Danish com- 
mander. The army consists of about 
12,000 troops; who are also officered by 
Danish officers. From 4,000 to 5,000 

troops are stationed at Bangkok. 

It is the opinion of Consul-General 

Smith that the king of Siam will be com- 
pelled to make concessions demanded by 
the French. It is evident that Great 
Britain will not attempt to carry out the 

agreement made a year ago to aid the 

Siamese in Settling the French dispute. 

In this situation the King will make the 
settlement under protest. 

“The Siamese are a brave people,” 
said the consul-general, and would make 
a gallant defence of their country, but 
they would be overwhelmed bythe French 
eqnipment. 

AfMairs in Siam, 

JANGKOK, July 24. The 4rritation of the 
Pritish colony is intense at the seeming 
apathy of the home government. 

The territorial demands of France -are re- 
garded here as very vague. The Siamese, 
although intensely excited, are displaying 
great self-control. 

The 'Inconstante,” which, of all the French 
gunboats in Siamese waters, has the greatest 
draught, will be able to cross the bar easily be- 
fore July 27, when the monsoon will increase 
the depth of her water. 

The French gunboats are fixing chain armor 
amidships. The Siamese vessels also are pre- 
paring for action. All have steam up. Their 
Siamese ships are crowded with men. Their 
intention is, in case the French commence 
hostilities, to steam down and ram the French 
gunboats, attempt to board them in force and 
attack the crews with fixed bayonets. 

The French legation professes to believe 
that the gunboats cannot cross the bar until 
high tide on Wednesday, which would leave 
time to complete an amicable settlement. 

The territory that Siam offers to sacrifice 
fully covers the extreme of recently attempted 
aggression. The cession involves the evacua- 
tion of the Siamese posts of Poowadone 
Altopen and Sumpang. On the river itself 
the French have been unable in four months 
to place a single station excepting Khong, 
and that was obtained by a surprise. The 
completed land advance was the cause of the 
naval attack now made through Bangkok. 

Russia recently sounded Siam as to whether 
the latter was disposed to concede the Island 
of Salang or Junkceylon, on the eighth de- 
gree of north latitude and west of the Malay 
peninsula, for a Russian naval station. The 
naval authorities consider Salang as of great 
strategical importance. 

Paris, July 25 

A cabinet council was held to-day at 
Marley Le Roy. President Carnot pre- 
sided over the deliberations, which were 
entirelv devoted to the Siamese question. 
After the council arose a se.mi-official 

~ statement of the proceedings was issued. 
This statement was that in conformity 
with the unanimous vote of the Senate 
and Chamber of Deputies the goveri- 
ment had taken such measures to safe- 
guard the interests and dignity of France 
as it considered necessary from the Siam- 
ese reply to the French ultimation, 

Tien Tsin, July 25, 

The Chinese government has received 
the news of Irance’s territorial demands 

upon Siam with amazement and indigna- 

tion. That France should lay claim to 

the country up to the twenty-third paral- 

lel is regarded as an intrusion upon the 

rights of the chinese. 

Siam and its King. 

The King of Siam is a monarch who has 

more absolute power over his subjects than 
the Czar. Few men in this world have a 

much to make them feel big and important, 
but for one in his position he is a very much 

civilized and fin-de-siecle young person. He 

is small in person. His head is crowned with 

a golden pyramid of jewels, rising in circular 

tier, diminishing as they go upward, until 

they end in a long pencil-like point, which 
extends nearly two feet above che forehead of 

its kingly owner. 

He is a pleasant-looking fellow, and his 
olivg-brown face is plump and unwrinkled. 

He has beautiful liquid black eyes, a broad 

high and rather full forehead, and short, 
straight, black hair. Umder his rather short 
and half-flat nose there is a silky black mous- 

tache, and below this the lips are rather thick 

and the chin plump and well rounded. His 

hands and feet are well made, and he is, all 

told, a good specimen of Siamese beauty. 

He is the ninth son of Maha Mongkut, the 

last King of Siam, and he was picked out of 

a family of 84 children to be placed upon the 
throne. He has 34 half brothers and 49 half 

sisters. 

Looking at him it is hard to imagine that 

he is the sacred ruler of trom 6,000,000 to 

110,000,000 of people and it is hard for an 

American to appreciate his absolute power 

and his holy dignity. The people of the 

country are his slaves. He has the nght to 

call them into his service, either with or withi- 

out pay, and ali men in Siam are forced to 

give him either the whole or a part of their 

services during the year. His word can throw 
a man into chains or put him to death; can 

deprive him of his property or rob him of his 

daughter. 

He taxes the people as he pleases, and 

these taxes are so Leavy that at times 

some men have so seli their wives and 

children as slaves to enable them to pay 
him. Still, his vaults are full of treasure. 

Siam has nou national debt, and he has an 

income of more than $10,000,000 a year. 

Still, this King of Siam is the most 

progressive the country has ever had. 

He is far in advance of Lis people, and he 

is doing a great deal to civilize them, 
Before his second coronation in i873 all 

natives who approached the King had 

to do so on all fours. They had to raise 

their hands in adoration to him and 
bump their heads on the mats before 
him. * : 

The King did away with all that, and 

he has introduced the American hand- 

shake into his reception of foreigners. 
He gives receptions io foreigners, and 
he speaks the English tongue, though he 

never does this when noted foreigners 

have an audience with him. He ha# 
brought the telegraph and the telephone 
into Bangkok, ha: established a street 
car line and lights his harem with elec- 
tric lights. 

The King of Siam is a Budhist, and he 
was for some time a Budhist priest, as is 
the custom with all men in Siam. Every- 
one is expected at some time to enter the 
priesthood, and this royal monarch, with 
his miilions of treasure, his scores of 
wives and his $10,000,000 a year, once 
shaved his head, and nominally gave up 
his crown and his harem to wear a yel- 
low cotton scarf about his waist and to 
go fasting and praying. 

The great event in the life of a Siamese is 
the function of having his hair cut. On the 
top of a Siames baby’s head a certain lock of 
hair is preserved. All the rest of the head is 
shaved, but this lock is kept sacred until he 
reaches the age when he officially passes from 
boyhood to manhood. Then off comes the 
lock. The celebrations attending the hair 
cutting of the present King lasted three 
days. 

The King of Siam has a very large assort- 
ment of wives, but he is so high and mighty 
that he must marry nobody beneath kim in 
rank, his only equals being his own family. 
His regular official queen must therefore, al- 
ways be his half sister. The Queen is not 
far from 20 years of age; she rules the harem, 
and she is a very pretty Siamese girl. 

She smokes cigarettes, as does also the King 
and she chews the bstel nut, making her 
teeth as black as jet and her lips stick out. 
The Siamese say that any dog can have white 
teeth, but that it is only those are rich 
enough to afford the betel nut who can have 
black ones. 

The debtor class of Siam afford a great con- 
trast to all this gorgeousness. They are 
stripped naked, and chained to heavy logs, 
are compelled to work as slaves. The inter- 
est on money is so high in Siam that when a 
man once gets in debt the most he can pos- 
sibly hope for by the hardest kind of work is 
to pay the interest on what he owes. This 
has discouraged industry and has encouraged 
the practice of allowing the women to do the 
work. Man, being proud and ambitious, 
soon tires of industry indulged in for its own 
sweet sake. 

The temples and palaces of Siam are struc. 
tures of complicated magnificence. 

The sacred white elephant for which Siam 
is famous, if he ever did amount to anything, 
has gone all to pieces. He is at present a 
mangy, - scraggy, wild-eyed creature, with 
nothing white about him but his ears, which 
seem to have leprosy. His keepers are dirty, 
he is not bound with golden chains, and the 
only thing royal about him is his bad temper. 
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You know old Jones, who owes us for 
three years’ subscription? Yes, Well, 
he’s having a devil of a time of it. In-   deed! When did he die?   

OH, wHAT A LIE! 

The Fish Editor Relates an Experlenée Wich 
a SeaSerpent. 

According to the New York Press, {ts edi.) 
tors were regaling each other with stories of 
personal experiences, during a slack hour the 
other day, and when it came to the fish edi- | 
tor’s turn he reeled off the following whop- 
per. 

‘I walked out one afternoon among the 
sand dunes of Cape Cod, when suddenly I 
heard a great sigh come from seaward and 
looking in that direction I saw the head of a 
marine monster approaching. This head 
stood at least 10 feet above the water and 
belonged to a creature, half fish and halt 
serpent. It came toward shore with incred 
ible rapidity and I hid behind a banana tree.’ 

‘Banana trees do not grow on Cape Cod said 
the agricultural editor.’ 

You have probably never visited the part of 

the cape to which I refer,” said the fish editor 
and continued : “The creature crawled out on 

the sand. Ithad 16 fins and four feet. Its 

body was red, white and blue and behind 
each ear grew a large beer keg. Its most cur- 

ious feature was its tail, which was shaped 
like the flukes of an augur, and was joined to 

its body by three links of iron chain. There 
was an undescribably sad expresiion in its 

eyes, and as the poor thing turned and gazed 
off to sea pathetieaily. I could not but weep 
from “sympathy. When it turned its head 

again it too, was crying like a babe. But it 
was evidently determined to do something 
desperate and 1 soon saw that it contemplat- 
ed suicide. Going to the top of the highest 
dune in sight it rose up on the end of its tail, 
and with a peculiar undulating motion started 
itself a whirling. 

The flukes of the tail began instantly to 

sink into the sand. As he whirled faster 
the zugur on his tail bored deeper. I saw 

then that he intended to bury himself 
alive. He whirled faster and faster and 
deeper and deeper. His body curved out 
in a greas bow as he whirled, and the 
tears from his eyes, thrown off by the 

centrifugal force of his motion, struck the 

sand like cannon shots, throwing clods of 

it into the air at every plunk. I was 

gazing at him fascinated, when an un- 

earthly shriek from the sea made me turn 

around. Coming in like lightning was 

another, but small, creature built on mucp, 
the same plan. I guessed rightly that 
the newcomer was the first one’s sweet- 
heart. She yelled like a calliope. and 
soon shrieked, ‘Oh, Gus; don’t! I never did 

love that whale. It was only a bluff. You 
are and have been the center of all my 
young affections.” But Gus either did 

not hear or didn’t care. He kept on bor- 
ing and was more than half buried. Yoa 

can guess how rapidly he turned when 

[ tell you that at the top of the 
hole the friction of his body bad 
melted the sand into a glass ring. 

Well, the little one kept screaming 

and wringing her fins, and the big one 
kept whirling deeper into the sand. By 

ana by he was all covered but Lis head. 
Then that, too, went under, and, deter- 

mined to complete the job, he reached 
out his long, red tongue, and pulled the 

hole in after him. Then the little one 

went away with a face as downcast as 

mine was after the late election. It was 
one of the most terrible love tragedies 
that ever a newspaper man witnessed. 
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HERE'S A QUEER STORY. 

  

A Woman Said to be a vietim of Diabolical 
Possession. 

MoNTREAL, July 26.—L’Union des Can- 
tons de I’Est tell a curious story of a girl said 
to be possessed of the devil. The girl is 
named Angeline Pageot, and resides with her 
parents near Thetford, in the county of Me- 
gantic. She is both young and beautiful. 
One day about the middle of June, while en- 
gaged at needlework, she screamed, jumped up 
and ran into the woods near by. She return- 
ed in about a quarter of an hour and told her 
parents that she was possessed of the devil. 
Nothing more occurred for three days. But 
on Sunday morning when they spoke to her 
of going to church there wasa terrible scene. 
S:reams of fire poured from her eyes and her 
mouth and she uttered blasphemies te make 
the hair of those who heard her stand on end. 
She threatened her father, and overwhelmed 
him with curses and with a terrifying gesture 
showed him the door, exclaiming with a 
stiange voice, ‘Go and see him if you want 
your master. As for me I remain here and I 
will sing the praises of my own.” There are 
days when she is perfectly quiet, but from the 
moment that one speaks of religion she be- 
comes furious beside herself, and is pacified 
with difficulty. Sometimes toward evening, 
when the moon makes its appearance, she 
sings a romance. What a voice! What 
singing! One would believe it to be an 
angel. And what is the strangest thing is 
that the young girl never sung before this 
event. The physician consulted says that 
there are-symptoms of madness, but there is 
something supernatural. The religious au- 
thorities have been warned of the case. 

reign 

Stones That Bend. 

Of most stones rigidity is one of the 
most marked characteristics, and it is 
hard for uninformed people to believe 
that there are any stones .that can be 
bent. There are some, however, that are 
more flexible than wood and bent readily 
under light pressure without breaking. 
The most abundant of these is itacolu- 
mite, or flexible sandstone, which is 
found in large deposits in Brazil. The 
m nerals being quite flexible in themsel- 
ves confer the same property upon the 
sandstone as a whole. The way in which 
the cementing material wus introduced 
into the itacolumite is not easy of explan- 
ation. Mica and sericite are not soluble 
and could not have been deposited by 
water, like silicia. It is most probable 
that they were originally introduced in 
the form of clay or some similar material 
and afterward metamorphosed by heat 
pressure and superheated steam !into 
micaceons mineral. Instances of a simi- 
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Have a Fine Assortment of Summer Suitings and Pantings, 

IDERSON & WALK 
Merchant Tailors, 

    

ER, 
(Opp. Officers’ Quarters’] 

An Inspection of them will convinee vou that Prices are RIGHT. 

ORDERS WILL RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION. 

NEW GOODS HAVE ARRIVED THIS WEEK. 
JULY 29th. 
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§ down by overwork, 
mental worry, disease, 
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, tions. They have a | 
@ SPECIFIC ACTION on 
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take these PILLS 3 shot 
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make them regular, 
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Law Books, 

_ Magazines, 

Music Books, ete. 

Bound in First-class Style at 

Reasonable Prices. | 
Ed 

  

Cor. Queen and Regent Sts. 

PHENIX LIVERY STABLE 
(Lately the Geo. I. Gunter Stable.) 

Opp. A. F. Randolph & Sons, 

CHAS. S. ORR, - 

    

Manager 

FIRST-CLASS TURNOUTS A 

SPECIALTY.   Prompt and Courteous treatment 
to all Patrons. 

May 13th, ’93.-—1y. 
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Harveys 
PHOTOGRAPHS. 

—= All Styles. 

164 Queen St, 
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Reasonable Rates. 

  ALSO———— 

‘Wedding, Invitation, Visiting, Programme, 

and Memorial Cards. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 

  

A, J. MACHUM, 
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Sweet Music 
for the Economical. 
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New Goods gust o 

New Jewel 
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BLACUKMER, 
d Jeweler. 

Proprietor. 
Sharkey’s Block, Queen Street 
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Housekeepers’ Stepladders, 
Mechanics’ Stepladders 

Combination Chair and Stepladder, 

| “Garden Wheelbarrows, 
Patent Clothes Horses. 

— CHEAP AT— 7 

E.H. ALLEN & 
< 

Co. 
282 and 286 Queen Street. ~ 
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