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Ob, to think, after all my bitter exper-
ience, I had nearly brought ruin on that
young heart, too! Often have I raved in
her presence like a madman, and tried to
bend her to my will, for which God for-
give me, He must have sent her to you
to bring about this meeting.

I believe it Lawrence, What I have
suffered shall remain sealed within my
heart; you can imagine it; but never will
you hear the story from my lips. The
most bitter blow of all came to me when
1 heard that, in your anger, you had ap-
plied for and received the decree of di-
vorce—that I was no longer your wife.

It was false, yes, false as Hades; and
whoever told you that wilfully deceived
you. I never applied for a divorce, never
received one. So far as the law is con-
cerned, you are as much my wife as you
ever were, though the bitter past can
never be wiped out—never and we must
remain estranged.

Oh, Father in Heaven I thank Thee for
this mercy. Husband, let us then try
and forgetthat bitter past. It has dark-
ened our lives for many years; why
should it shadow our whole future? And
the stodd before him, a light shining in
in her eyes, and a flush upon her cheeks
that had not been seen there for many a
day.

1 awrence Richmond seemed dazed,

Do I hear aright? Are you an angel,
that you can live down all natural feel-
ings of outraged innocence in the past—
that you can kiss the rod that smote you.
Ah, what a'soul is there back of this, a
noble, womanly soul, and I am unworthy
to receive you. Do not touch me, for I
have done you the'worst wrong a man
could do a loving woman, his wife—
thrust you out into the cold world, as
though you were accursed. God, in His
jest indignation, struck a blow at my
heart, but He should have palsied my
tongue, my hand.

Hush, Lawrence. He knew what was
best, and it was through His will that
this meeting was brought about. Let
peace reign between us3, and when Carol
comes she will bless our reunion. Poor
child, she has trouble enough of her own.

And I am the miserable author of
them; but if Heaven spares me, I will
make the future speak for itself. I will,
from this moment, cast off the miserabie
cloak that has hidden and almost strang-
led what good thoughts were in my heart,
and show a new nature to tke world,
My poor, wronged wife, would it be too
much if I dared to kiss your hand, in
token of this new peace and the forgive-
ness you extend to me?

For answer, the old lady put her arms
around his neck and held up her face to
him to kiss. He trembled like an aspen
leaf. and then, bending down, gently
kissed ier. =

The past was heale], the abyss span-
ned, and, in the future, they could go for-
ward, haod-id-hand, down iife’s decline.
He could make no reparation for what he
had done, but it was enough for her that
be had expiated that wrong in sorrow
and remorse,

They tell.us woman’s nature has never
been understood; that it is unfathomable
and 80 it would seem.

From this calm and joyous contempla
tion of the fature, they were suddenly
aroused by the entrance of Carol, in
tears.

THE

CHAPTER XXV

TIIE ESCAPE,

We are lost !

Such was the cry that fell from the lips
of Nora Warner, as she realized the
dreadful nature of their sitnation,

The great gate was locked, and Jack
had failed to find the key. Then there
had come that mocking langh, and, turn-
ing, they had beheld the madhouse doc-
tor close behind them, his evil face
wreathed with a nemoniac smile of
trinmph, as they could readily under-
stand, and, to cap the climax, the zlarm
bell had commenced to ring out its brazen
notes of warning.

Here was indeed a climax,

What was to be done?

The poor girl had suffered so much of
late that here spirits were readily
quenched, and she believed that all was
at once lost,

All she could do was to cling to the arm
of her lover, who wou.d soon be so power-
less to save her, and look as if horribly
fascinated at the f§endish doctor.
Fortunately for her, she had in Jack a
master mind, one quick to act and ready
to perceive.

He saw at once that there was only one
chance left for them. In less than five
minutes the minions of the demon doctor
would be swooping down upon the spot,
and unless they had managed to quit it,
all would be indeed lost.

The key—eearch for it!

These words fell quickly from his lips
in a hoarse whisper, and of conrse, were
intended for the girl. His thoughts were
bent upon other subjects, and suddenly
like a tiger he sprang at the doctor.

Nora Warner saw them clinch and fall
heavily opon the earth, and then, with a
mental praver for her lover, she turned
to hunt for the missing key.

That Jack had the best of the fight so
far she readily believed, for the doctor
had been taken rather by surprise, and
she did not fancy that he was able to cope
with her lover, for whose prowess she
seemed to have a great admiration.

Besides, it was quite ¢ertain that the
mad-house doctor would have made an
outcry so as to have drawn some of his
keepers to the spot, had he been allowed
the liberty of doing so, and the fact that
he did not gave Nora hope.

She stood before the gate for a few se-
conds lost in thought.

She had an indistinct recollection of
having from the grated window of her
cell seen some one place the key on sev-
eral occasions in a different hole from
that which usually contained it and during
that short space of time her thoughts
were very busy as she endeavored to re-
member where this receptacle was.

All at one it seemed to flash across her

mind like an inspiratiou.
~She uttered a lcw cry of delight and
hope, mingled with fear lest the key
should not be there, and springing for-
ward inserted her hand in the orifice.

It was a time to shiver in suspense, for
should she fail to find that which she
sought, then all would be lost.

Thank Heaven, the key was there!

Eagerly she drew it out. All then was
not yet lost.

She lost not a second in inserting it in
the lock. It was a ponderous key for her
hands to turn, but excitement had lent
her new strength, and she was a giant for
the time being.

The key turned, the gate was open.

When she realized this fact the young
woman uttered a cry of joy, and hastily
taking out the key inserted it in the lock
outside, so that they could place a barrier
in the way of pursuit by locking the gate
after them, which it must be admitted
was a very wise move on the part of the
girl.

Meanwhile, how progressed affairs be-
tween Jack and the mad-house doctor?

The latter was a wiry individual and
no mean antagonist for even an athlete;
but his opponent besides being inordi-
nately strong and supple, was urged for-
ward by the combined powers of love and
hate, and this rendered him a giant in-
deed.

He had leaped upon Dr. Grim so sud-
denly that the latter-was not even enab-
ied to cry outere he felt his throat seized
in a grip .of iron and himself borne to the
ground.

Of course he struggfed desperately, for
he believed his life to be in danger, and
what will not a man do for his life?

Thus for the space of a minute, it was
nip and tuck between the two, although
it was sorn made manifest that the young
man had the doctor in his hands:

It would not-have taken very much to
have caused Jack to choke the life out of
the wretch while he had his hands upon
him, such was his hatred of the man, and
his bitter memory of the wrong Nora had
suffered at his hands.

As it was, after he had gotten him fully
in his power, he took great delight in
choking him till he was black in the face
and otherwise "treating him as he had
treated many a patient before then.

Remembering all the cruelties he had
heard of and witnessed, Jack was visiting
his just indignation upon the mad-house
doctor, and that this specious of chastise-
ment was not very agreeable to the party
on whom it fell can be readily imagined.
He had just about finished his work
when a cry of alarm from Nora reached
his ear, and looking up he saw in the
moonlight three of the keepers rapidly
bearing down upon them from the direct-
ion of the house.

To act with Jack was the work of an
instant.

Casting the limp and apparently lifeless
| form of the sadly-demoralized doctor

from him, he sprang to his feet.

The keepers were only a dozen yards
away as he bonnded through the opening
while Nora held the gate open for him
and no sooner did she see that he was
throngh than, with all her strength, she
closed thie ponderous structure.

Jack was quickly at her si.ie, and, see-
ing the key in the lock, comprehended
her strategy.

Just as he turned this the three keepers
on the inside hurled themselves against
the covered gate but they had been a few
seconds to late.

With a laugh, Jack hurled the heavy
key fr away among the bushes
Then, holding his revolver in one
vand, and assisting Nora with the other
he rapidly left the spot.

It would be some time before a regular-
iy organized pursuit could be started, for
they wonld have to first resuscitate the
doctor; and Jack chuckled to think w hat
a sweet task they would have before them
as he remembered how black the mad-
house doctor had become 1n the face be-
fore he was done with him.

Before this time came it might be ex-
pectel that the two fugitives would be
quite a distance away, for they would be
given a little start, which of course would
be improved. :

Would they hunt them at all?

Knowing the implacable hatred of the
mad-house doctor for any one who had
injured him, they could well believe that
if he was soon brought back to conscious-
ness he would at once institute a hot
pursuit, which would be kept up as long
a8 chance remained.

Jack did not fear this, however, for he
was & man brave as a lion, and besides.
did he not have under his protecting care
the woman whom he loved better than
life! Under the circumstances he would
have died sooner than allow her to be
taken back, knowing what her fate would
be.

The neighborhood of the mad-house
was singularly lonely, not a house being
in sight either up or down the river; but
Jack knew where he was aiming for,
having studied the country well when he
came and before applying for the situa-
tion.

Along through the dense undergrowth
they made their way, leaving the mad-
house furiher behind them all the while,
although for a time all seemed going
well, danger was not far, away.

The night was clear, and the moon, fair
mistress of the night, rode in the heavens
like a wheel of molten silver.

Wherever the trees cast shadows upon
the ground there seemed to he a nest of
dark serpents that writhed and twisted
in the most wonderful manner when a
breeze stirred the branches overhead.

Suddenly Nora laid her hand upon the
arm of her companion and brought him
to a full pause.

Listen ! she said hoarsely.

They stood like statutes for half a
minute, their ears on the alert for sounds,
but the silence of the grave seemed to
rest upon all nature, except for the slight
noise of the insects, which were not very
numerous.

It wasstrangely solemn, standing there
and waiting for a repetition of the sound
that had first alarmed Nora.

What was it?

Had it been a human shout or a cry of
distress? The very silence seemed sug-
gestive of evil, and a shiver crept over
him as he aliowed his thoughts to take
this turn:

Hark ! there it was again.

Clearly it reached their ears this time,
and Jack recognized the sound as one he
had often heard among the swamps of
the South. It was the long-drawn bay of
a blood-hound,

The doctor had set loose his dogs.

CHAPTER XXV

BRAVE JACK.

The dreadful sound that came to the
ears of the fugitives was enough to paral-
ize them, such was its terrible signifi-
cance. . ,

Again the long-drawn bay was borne to
their ears, and though but a dozen sec-
onds had passed, they understood that it
came fromn a point muach nearer than be-
fore.

There was no time to lose.

The pursuers, led by the dogs, were
fast overtaking them, and ere long the
expected climax would come to pass.

Come, said Jack, hastily, let us fly-
The doctor himself must be with those
who are in our rear, and should they
come up with us, they wonld just as soon
let the brutes attack us. Can you run,
Nora?

She showed him that she could, but the
thickets barred their progress consider-
ably. They had the satisfaction of know-
ing, however, that their pursuers were no
better off, for they could hear the im-
patient noises given vent to by the
hounds as they struggled in leash.

Jack still had his arm around his com-
panion, but had long since replaced the
volver, as he needed his good right hand
to assist him in his passage fhrough the
thickets, and, besides, he would probably
have plenty of warning ere the pursuers
came upon them.

They had the satisfaction of knowing
that all the while they were drawing
n2arer to their point of safety, and that if
the pursuit took no liveiier turn, and they
were able to keep at their present pace
all would be well.

The country seemed to grow still wilder
but Jack knew he was going in the proper
direction, for now and then they could
catch a glimpse of the silvery service of
the river beyond the hanging moss and
masses of Virginia creepers that lay be-

tween it and them.

Things were working nicely, and in
their favor, too, so that Jack had no
reason to complain; but he suspected that
it was too good to last, and awaited with
each passing minute for some change in
the programme,

It came,

All at once the hounds tok np a new
cry, and no longer gave vent to the long
drawn bay, but this had been supplanted
by short: eager barks of euger satisfac-
tion.

Jack’s face turned a trifle pale, and he
shut his teeth hard together, but his eyes
ftashed, and his frame seemed to become
firm as rock.

Either the hounds had been suffered to
go free, or else thiey had slipped the leash;
at any rate, they were untrammeled by
masters, and were racing along after the
fugitives, rapidly coming up with them.
He had had much experience with
blood-hounds in the South, and knew
there was but one remeay for it.

Perhaps, after all, it would be for the
best, for, the hounds once out of the way,

word of fear, only striving to increase her
pace to the utmost.
To be continued.
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SPRING & SUMMERI

OWEN SHARKEY

Respectfully invites inspection
of his large stock of

Spring and Summer Goods

Ladies’ Plain and Figured Stuff
Dress Goods, Dress Flannels, Serges
Bedford Cards and Prints.

Mantles, Parasoles, Gloves, Hose

and Belts.

Men’s, Youth’s and Boys Cloth-
ing, Rubber Coats and Umbrellas,
Hats, Caps, Shirts, Ties, Collars,
Silk Handkerchiefs, Cuffs and,
Underclothing.

Scotch and Canadian Tweeds
Pantings and Suitings.

Table Cloths, Linens, Napkins,
Cottonades, Grey and White Cot-
tons.

Takle and Floor Oil Cloths.

Trunks, Valises and Satchels.

Remnants of all kinds.

B Wall Paper at a Sacrifice to
clear.

0. Sharkey.
THE BEST SPRING
MEDICINE

DAVIS
QUININE, IRON

AND WINE.

Price 50 Cts. and $1
per Bottle.

Geo. H. Davis
DRUGGIST.

Cor. Queen and Regent Sts
Fredericton

BUTTER

TUBS,

3 and 4.

——ALSO—-—-
In Dozens, Any Size.
.._...-R'r'.____.

A F RANDOLPH & SONS.

In Nests of}

=UNLIKE ANY OTHER.~-

Positively Cures Diphtheria, R 1d . H
& 1o p, Asthma, BI:;I‘:I:!“ Colds, ’Bgn-llml oarseness,

, Crou
e NereuhSate iy CheleTy Hethes B, BRRtt R R
. AS"MUGH'FOR INTERNAL AS FOR EXTERNAL USE.
auiol R T O B ISR LR f S ol g o e fac e e

ORIGCINATED BY A F i A
AR e e i ol B A e e
United States or Canada. I Valuable pamphlot sent freo " 1 s rarand i baid to any part

GENERATION AFTER GENERATION HAVE USED AND BLESSED IT

E'ULI:. IL.XN'E:S of the following Departments

are in stock which intending purchasers do well to examine,

A

their pursuers would have no means of Sl]‘l’(s, Tweeds,
finding out where they had gone, not be- elvets, Flannels,
ing skilled in following a trail: yet it was Velveteens, Cotton Flannels,
far from a pleasant task the young man Plushes, White Cottons,
had before him. Ribbons, Unbleached do.
Nora speedily comprelhended the truth, Dr ess Goods, Ginghams,
for she saw that something had occurred Winceys, Shirtings,
to give her lover a start, and soon recoge Cloths, Prints, Ducks,
nized the difference 1n the sounds back Hoisery, Harberdashery,
of them. House Furnishing Men’s Shirts and
Still she was brave, and uttered no Goods, Drawers

Oileloths

JOHN HASLIN.
McNally’s Cheap Sale !

As advertised will beginl5 th of April and $1000 worth of Furnitnre, Carpet
Cockeryand General House Furnishing Goods will be sold at LESS THAN COST
for Cash only to reduce stock.

We mention a few items:—Black Walnut Chamber Suits, $25.00, Black Walnut
Parlor Suits, $25.00, Antique Oak Chamber Suits $11.50, Carpet Lounges, Stuffed
Easy Chairs, Velvet Platform Rockers $3 90, Ash French Panne'led Bedsteds $1.85
Ladies’ Oak Rockers 90cts, Oak Chairs 38cts., Cane and Perforated Seat Ohairs, 55¢,
Ladies Cane Back Rockers $2- 25, Sideboards Walnut finish $10.00, Solid Walnut
$15.00, Jute Carpets 12 cts. per yard, Tapestry, Union, All Wool Brussels and Velvet
Carpetsin lung and short ends at great Bargains, Table Linen 25cts., 500 Good Felt
Hats at 40cts. each (if you keep aastore you can double your money) 10 Valises
China lea Setts $3.60, Printed Teh Sett $2.00, 61 pieces Dinner Setts $4.80, Tubula
lanterns 25cts, Silver Castor 16 inches high 5 engraved bottles $2.75 warranted.

Our Regular Sales of regular Goods will go on as usual, Our warerooms are well
filled with the larest and best things for general honse furnishing.

We are just adding One Car Load of furniture frames (to be made up by first-class
workmen) consisting of Parlor Snits in Oak and Walnut, Louuges, Easy Chairs and
Platform Rockers. You can make a selection from stock or choose your colors and
have goods made up to your order. 520 Plain and Fancy Window Shades at [low
prices, 16 balecs and cases English Carpet, Oil Cloths, Linoleums Curtain and Furni-
iture Plus hes, 25 Woven Wire Matrasses. 75 Framed Pictures, Chromos, Pastel
Photograveurs and Steel Engravings, already put up, 28 Childrens Carriages ,4 Pace
ages Silverware, Centre Tables, Curtain Poles and Stair Pads—To arrive soon One
Car containing, 1,200 chairs amd 20 Chamber Setts.

NOTICE —Five good reasons why we can sell cheap and give satisfaction.

1st. We are direct imp rters of all foreign goods, buy in iarge quantities for Cash
and save Importers” profits.

2nd. We import our stock for manufacturing. have all our goode mace up and
save Manufacturers profits.

3rd. Having had long experience in the business we know
best goods for the smallest possible amount of money,

4th, We have connections with some of the best
Austria, United States and Canada and get special pri
Jobbers profits.

CAUTION,—Do not be sounwise as to purchasa upholstered Furniture made up
for agents to sell, who know nothing about the wo. k and are not responsible for it
Such goods are brought to us after a few months wear for repairs; Having been
badly stuffed and the covers cut too small it costs nearly the price of new goods to
make them over. It is wasting money. A word to the wise is sufficient.

Respectfully y ours.
J. G. MeNALLY

Cotton Warps,

how to buy the very

to suit the trade,
manufactaries in England

ces for wholesaling and save

A. L. F. VANWART,
Undertaker 2 Embalmer,

Pimenix Square, Fredericton, N B

Coffins z Caskets,
FUNERAL COODS OF ALL KINDS.

First-Class Hearse in Connection Special Prices for Orders from
the Country. All Orders Promptly Attended to with
Neatness and Despatch.

A COMPLETE STOCK
OF

COOKING
——AND—

HEARTING

STOVY E S,
“ AT;
KITCHEN & SHEA'S.
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