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THE PASSING YEAR.
Stay yct. my friends, a moment stay,
Stuyv, for the good old year,
So long companion of our way,
Shalies hands and leaves us here!
Ch, stay, oh stay,
One little hour, and then a- a,!

The kindly year, hislib ral hands
Have lavishaed all his 8 ore,
And shall we turn from where
Because he gives no more ?
Oh, stay, oh stay,

One grateful hour, and then avay!

he stands

Even while we sing he smiles his last
And leaves our sphere behind;
The good old year is with the past—
Oh, be the new as Kind!
Oh, stay oh xtay,
One parting strain, and then avay !
— William Cu len Bregan .
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New Year’s Eve Refleciiors.

New Year's eve is the favorite time
for making good resolutions, which un-
fortunately in the majority of instances
are only made to be broken. But
where the need for making such resolves
is felt, whether kept or broken, the good
intention is in too many cases regarded
as a sufficient excuse for greater indul-
gence in the meantime. Such a weak-
ness is very human, and even good men
are not exempt from the folly of draw-
ing on the future where they have no
agsets. Readers of Dickens' ¢ Bleak
House" can doubtless recall the case of
the character who gave himself much
credit for thrift and was more h‘)potul
when on any particular day he speunt
foolishly a little less than he had previ-
ously thrown away.

He also was drawing on the future
when he imagined he would become
rich, because he was less of a spend-
thrift than he had been before.

It is natural when passing one of the
milestones on the journey of life that
even the unreflective should become
thoughtful and seriously ponder upon
the evanescence of life. The knell of
the closing year is apt to suggest some
very serious thoughts and sad memories,
and the midnight hour that ushers in a
new year not infrequently brings intrud-
ing ghosts from the realm of the past.

There is room at such a season as
this for something else besides hopes.
There is a feeling of uncertainty as to
the future. And especially in the case
of those who have passed the middle
milestone of life, who live more in the
past than in the present and future,
there is a predominant feeling of sad-
ness which nothing can relieve but the
consciousness of a heart reverent to-
ward God and loving toward man.
While making good resolves for the
new year let us realize the importance
of reforming at once aud not be guilty
of the folly of making a possible future
goodness an excuse for present evil.

A Teutonic Custom

German children during the interval
from St. Martin’s to the Epiphany in
Mecklenburg and in Irkermark bind
up bunches of broom with which in
spring, when the cattle first leave the
farm, they sprinkle the threshold of the
stable. They bind up fruit trees with
straw. In the country of Gorlitz they
place bundles of hay under the table,
and the New Year's guests place their
feet upon them. In Polonia they strew
the table with straw, and the dishes
and bottles seem to gleam amid the
lights, as it were in a great manger.—
San Francisco Wave.

The Meaning of New Year’s.
The custom of making a day of cel-
ebration of the first day of the year is
There have been

as old ag civilization.
differences of opinion regarding the
manner in which the day should be cel-
ebrated, as well as varied opinions re-
garding the date on which the year
properly begins, but there seems to
have been an unanimous understanding
among the ancient nations that New
Year's day was the day of all days
business s<hould be suspended
The an

when
while the world made merry.
cient Romans chose to begin their year
in March. Christianity, famous from
its birth for overturning the establigshed
usages of time 1e ai1 s the idea of mak-
ing a distinet break between the old
and the new year, to be signaiized by
solemn services, but so widely separated
were the leaders of the new religion
and so difficult was it in those days to
get together to arrange the religious al-
manac that there continued to be a
great diversity of ideas regarding the
exact date when the new year’s inaug-
It is a fact that

New Year's day has been solemnized

aration should beegin.

on Christmas day, while so mixed were
of the
church regarding the proper time to
begin the year that it was ecelebrated

the leaders ancient Christian

variously on Kaster day and on March
1. It was not until the sixteenth cent-
ury that by universal consent New
Y ear's day was fixed for Jan. 1.

New Year’s day has always been a
high holiday, in spite of the efforts of
certain stern old fathers of the church,
notably Chrysostom, Ambrose, Augus-
tine, Peter Chrysologus and others to
make it a day on which fasting or prayer
should take the place of hilarity. A
compromise was effected by which part
of the day was given up to feasting and
part to prayer, and this has prevailed
to the present day.—Cleveland I’lain
Dealer.

A Thought For New Year’s.

It is a blessed provision of the al-
manac to have a new year come around
annually. It gives to countless num-
bers of persons an opportunity to in-
dulge in their arling vice by stifling
their consciences with the promise of
turning over a new leaf on New Year':
day. Yet even if one does not live up
to one’s programme of purity is it not
better to have resolved and failed than
never to have resolved at all ?

A New Year’s Lesson.

Happy is the man whose lite is =0
filled with worthy achievements and
truths that he can come into a new year
To many
the experiences of the past are humili-
ating. The discovery of weukness
should not be discouraging, but should
lead to a nobler life in the future. The
cause of defeat is the absence of that
life which is so masterful that it can
control circumstances and make life’s
success and adversities yield nourish-
ment to the higher life of man. God
has established the equilibrinm of a
man’'s spirit at the point of worthy liv-
ing, and no rest can be found in the
presence of the past or in contemplation |
of the future unless the life of true pur-

thankful and courageous.

pose shall be ours.—Chicago Tribune
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CELEBRATED SYRACUSE PLOW,

pronounced by those who have used it to be the

BEST PLOW IN USE TO-DAY. ™

Made in twosiz = No 31, for large team; No. 32, for medium size team.
quality Hard Steel Mouldboard with Soft Centre.

ROOT CUTTERS,
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lﬂttu]’\\'nh I\Ql!er Bearings, and with six Reversible Knives.
Palp or Slice.  Rapid work and rans easy.  Price $10.00.

Ma'¥® with extra
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mers’ Boilers and Furnace

and Close Fitting Cover.  Siz:s 25, 40, 50 and 60 Gallons

COOK STOVES, CYLINDER STOVES, PARLOUR STOVES, BOX STOVES, HOT
? )
HOT-AIR FURNACES.

“ Tornado Threshing Machines,”” Weod Cutters, Drag and Circular.

Juy our Goods and you will get the Best.

FOR SALE BY JOIN T. G. CARR,

Connell Bros. M'frs. Woodstock.
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respectfully beg to inform their customers and
others that theyv have jnust received a large and

elegant assortment of

for sale at

The stock

the lowest

which they are offering

possible prices for cash. consists of

Overcoats, Capes, Sacques, Muffs,
Collars, Cuffs, Gloves, Boas,
Etc., Etc., Etc., Ete.

We have also made large additions to our already extensive

ock of Dry Goods and Millinery Goods, and would

earnestly solicit a careful examination™of our goods

KEITH & PLUMMESR.~



