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"THE GAOL QUESTION.

Coun, Connolly Sums Up The Matter From
His Peint Of View.

Taken from Dispatch by request.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

Please allow me space in your paper to
make rome remarks about the much talked
of Gaol question, and in doing so T wish to
make some reference to your editorial in
Dispatch of Oct. 26, (headed Work for the
Lawyers.) It is evident that from your writ-
ing you see things differently from what I
do. and T want to give your readers my views
of the matters referred to, and if you wish to
criticige my views, all right. T rather in-
vite discussion. You that the Gaol
question has advanced adverse to the Town,
and whether this means that the Gaol will
be taken further from the Town is a matter
of conjecture, That would imply that there
had been, or was or was about to be a move
made to take the Gaol further from the
Mr. Editor do you know of anv such
a move being made? Has
persons asked that the Gaol be taken further
from the Town.
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Town.
any person or
I have no knowledge of
anything of the kind being done. Just look
around and wake inquiry and I think you
will find that the conjecture about the Gaol
b ing taken further from the Town origi-
nated in the brain of some of the Woodstock
men after the June meeting of the Couucii
and was propagated for the purpose of in-
fluencing councillors in the lower part of
the county or rather as a scarve, that if they
did not turn now and vote for Woodstock
meeting of the council that
wonld be called, the chances were that ioa

at a special

short time the Gaol and Court-house would
be taken further from them. This scheme
had the desired effect on some of the coun-
cillors that it was worked on, with others it
failed, but it worked
Woodstock Town a majority vote at the

well encugh  to give

special meeting. The Injunction has de-
cided that the government ot the province
having selected a site and established it for
the Gaol and Court-house, at that place they
must remain, very good. We think that is
good judgement and good common sense as
You say in the article referred to the
of location rests

well

matter with the county
council. The judge has decided it does not,
and we should be very thankful too that it

does not have that power to snap a matter

|1 ke thison the people who have no means oy

helping themselves,
argument sake that the Council have that

Let us suppose, for

power, and there was no power that could
stop them, and they had gone on and built
the New Gaol in Town and as theiraim was,
had it completed before next election, and
at next election of councillors enough new
men were elected that were opposed to hav-
ing the Gaol built in town, or suppose the
majority of the council would say the new
is too far from the court-house and
would decide by a majority to repair the old
gaol or build & new one at the court-house
or they might build new buildings iu any
part of the county just as there might be a
chance of getting a maj rity, and tax the
people to pay for them and according to
your idea of the power of the council they
could do this thing and no power could
hinder. I think weare very fortunate that
all power is not vested in the muunicipality.
Again the injunction was granfed because
the county cannot borrow money from the
banks witheut special legislation. We
would here ask why borrow money from the
bauks, what rate of interest do the banks
charge? Itis more than three per cent.
We were told at the special meeting that
we could get the money to build the gaol at
3 per cent. and when the statement was
questioned we were told that the yman that
had the money to let at that rate of interest
was then in the court-house. A few days
later from a report of a meeting of the new
gaol committee we learn that the parties
that had the money to !et at 3 par cent. wers
in England, We were told a great many
things at the gpecial meeting that we be-
lieve were told to mislead for the purpose

gaol

time,

"might be the cost before October, 1899.

of accomplishing the object for which that

was called, You say also that anew gaol
must be built or extensive repairs must be

put on the old one unless all the presenta-
tions of committees, grand juries and medi-
cal men be utterly ignored. Now I wish to
say right here that no committee of the
council, no grand jury, no authorized medi-
cal board has ever condemned the old gaol
or reccommended that a new gaol be built,
The grand jury to which the matter was re-
ferred to in the month of April last. On
that jury was quite a Lumber of gentlemen
from the town, also doctors from the town,
After the jury bad examined the gaol they
recommended certain repairs. A suggestion
was made by some ot the jurors to condemn
the gaol and recommend the building of a
new one in the town, This suggestion re-
ceived so few supporters that it was dropped,
even men on the jury from the town op-
posed it because the buildings were so good
putting unnecessary ex-
pense on the county, Now the repairs re-
commended were not very extensive or
costly as we will show. At the June mecet-
ing of the council the committee in charge
of the county buildings in a report in con-
junction with the grand jury’s report re-
commeding certain repairs on gaol, the com-
mittee stated that in making up their esti-
mates of cost according to plan presented
they had with them a competent architect
and mechanic and after adding 31.25 for
overs:eing the work, $1.50 for unforseen ex-
penses the whole amount of the cost accord-
ing to their estimates would be $1628 86.
Not very costly or extensive you see. Wy
was not the recommendation of the com-
mittee and the grand jury carried out. Al-
low me to tell vou when the report of the
comwmittee was taken up the chairman of
the commmittee (who was Coun. Henderson
Woodstock). said in view of the fact that the
connty was in debt to the Bank for more
than $9000 he thouzht it would not be
wise at the present time to go into the full

and it would be

«xtent of the repairs recommended. He there-
fore would move that the sanitary condition
of the gaol be attended to at an expenditure
not to exceed $300 (the committee’s estimate
for this work was $218,86). Wewill leave it
for any of your readers to say if it was not the
most natural thiog for the council to do to
support the motion made by the chairman
of the committee when he represented to the
conncillors that the county was so heavily
in debt and the work proposed to be done
did not in any way sffect the balance of re-
pairs recommended being done at any other
It might be weli right Lete to say
that a competent mechanic took the plans
and specifications  gotten up by the com-
mittee and offercd to give bonds and good
security to complete the whole repairs re-
commended by the committee in a good and
workman like manner to the satisfaction of
the council for the sum of one thousand dol-
lars. This
council at the special meeting but it fell on

inf. rnation was giv. n to the

their ears ar on the ears ot the deaf, they
bad a purpose in view at that meceting and
that purpose must be carried cut whatever

The Court Houre, we are told by judges,
lawyers and reporters, whose calling requires
them to iu the
province, that for comtort and convenicnce
and appearance our court hou-e¢ is second to
none, but the Editor of the Dispatch seems
to think there 1s a good deal wrong even
with our fine court house. I will agree with
you, Mr. Editor, if there are rooms not used
and they are needed for the court officials,
that they should be made so that they could
be used, but I bardly think they are neces-
sary, or would be used for that class, loafers
and smokers might occupy them, if they
were finished. I do not think the courg
housee is responsible for all or any of the
colds that the people have in the country
It is true that we have not a magnificent
stone and brick court house with a large
cellar and heated by a furnace in the town
of Woodstock costing some thirty or forty
thousand, you might feel safer in it, but I
would take cold just as quick. The matter
to where parties

visit all the court houses

at a recent court  reterred
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CELEBRATED SYRACUSE PLOW,

pronounced by those who have used it to be the

BEST PLOW IN USE TO-DAY.

Made in two sizes, No. 31, for large team ; No. 32, for medium size team.
quality Hard Steel Mouldboard with Soft Centre.

ROOT CUTTERS,

Fitted with Roller Bearings, and with six Reversible Knives.
Pulp or Slice. Rapid work and runs easy. Price $10.00.

Made with extra

Will

Farmers’ Boilers and Furnace

and Close Fitting Cover. Sizes 25, 40, 50 and 60 Gallons,

COOK STOVES, CYLINDER STOVES, PARLOUR STOVES, BOX STOVES, HOT
HOT-AIR FURNACES.

e Torna'do Threshing Machines,”” Wood Cutters, Drag and Circular
Buy our Goods and you will get the Best.

FOR SALE BY JOHN T. G. CARR,

Connell Bros. M’f'rs. Woodstock.

respectfully beg to inform their customers and

others that they have jnust received a large and

elegant assortment of
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which they are offering for sale at the lowest

Ul

possible prices for cash. The stock consists of

Overcoats, Capes, Sacques, Muffs,
Collars, Cuffs, Gloves, Boas,
Etc., Etc., Etc., Etc.

We have also made large additions to our already extensive
stock of Dry Goods and Millinery Goods, and would

earnestly solicit a careful examination. of our goods.

KEITH & PLUMMER.

had no room in the ¢ urt house and had to



