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THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

Charlatans, who think they are
specially adapted to manage the afe
tairs of a Province, though in reality
they are not fit to tmrn the smallest
wheel in the machine, may endeavor
ina cloud of words to give thoir eon-
ceptions of how our Local Legislature
ean be managed. It is easy work
sitting in an office to effect savinga of
thousands of dollars, but when the
public service requires increased ex-
penditare, it would be peor economy
to starve it. The want of confidence
debate lately closed in the House of
Assembly, gave the reformers an op-
portunity to air their grievances. The
opposition laid down theic platform,
but the government met every charge,
and the debate showed conclusively,
that at every point, the interests of
the country were properly guarded
by the present exccutive. Atter
weeks of searching, afier namber.
less motions the opponents of the
government were unable to find even
the suspicion of a ecandal, the slight-
est taint of corruption in the govern.
ments administration. Every point
was defended and the result of the
debate was that the governmont was
shown to be stronger in the House
and country to day than ever it was
before.

The independent support of such
men as Davidson, Elder, McManus,
etc., men of experienco,of ability,and
ot untarnished respectability, will far
outweigh the factious opposition of the
Gillespies, the Sayre’s or theRitchie’s.
The pcople ot the Province are too
intelligent to be misled by the hollow
and insincere cries of a disappointed
faction, who have wuo coherence or
consistency, who change their policy
to sait their exigencies, and who
prate about a political economy, the
first principles of which they do not
uuderstand. ;

As to the question of Economical
Reform, it is a worthy one, and we
believe the government will deal!
with it intelligently and well. The
fluances of the country are now in a
gnod condition, and the management
of the present government is bearing
good fruit. In this regard let us
quote the words of one of the great-
est of British statesmen:—

*“ As it is the interest of the gov-
ernment that reform should be
early, it is the interest of the people
that it should be temperate. 1t is
their interest, becaunse a temperate re-
form is permanecut,and becanse it has
a principleef growth. Whenever we
improve, it is right to leave room for
further improvement. Itis right to
consider, to look about us, to ex-
amine the ecffect ot what we have
done. Then we can procecd with
counfidence becanse we can proceed
with intelligence. Whereas in hot
reformations, in what men more
zealous than considerate call ymaking

elear work, the whole is generally so
crude, so harsh, so indegested, mixed
with so mueh unprudence, and go
much injustice, so contrary to tho
whole course of human nsturc and
human institutions,that the very peo«
ple who are most eager for it are
among the first to grow disgusted at
what they have done. Then some
part of the abdicated grievance is
recalled from its exile in order to be-
come a corrective of the correction.
Then the abuse assumesall the credit
and pepularity ot a reform. The very
wlea of purity aad desinterostodness

politice falls into disrepute and is
considered as a vision of hot and in-
experienced men, and thus disorders
become incurable,not by the virulenco
of their own quality, bat by the an-
apt and violent nature of the reme-
dies. A great part therefore of re-
form should opcrate gradually; some
benefits will come at a nearer,, some
at a more remote period. We must
no more make haste to be rich by
parsimony than by intemperate aec-
quisition.”

These are golden words.and wor.h
more than volumes of the windy let-
ters of theLawrences and others who
endeavor to catch the public car by
impossible schomes of general reform.
Let the government proceed in its
work of reform with the full eon-
sciousness that it has the confidence
of the country, and that it will be its
own fault if it forfeit that confidence.
The heterogenous elements that con-

stitute the opposition havo the confi-)

deunce of nobody, not even of them~
selves, and so far from being able to
take upon themselves the duties of an
Execuative are far from fit to perform
creditably the fanctious of an Opposi-

tion.
T~ ——
An M. P, seid by some to bs Mr

Swowball, went into a  departinental
office in Ottawa the other day. The
deputy head became very pude to
him, whercupon Mr. Sunowball re-

tired, and returning in a few minutes,
with a tin whistle, seianaded the un~|claimed to be under the coercion

gracious official.

i ably, than any commissioner for
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TOWN AFFAIRS. !

(No. 2.)

The manner ing whicu our atreets,
sidowalks &c., are kapt is slmp]y
disgracaful. Last yosar, on several
Q2casions, we roferred to this mat-
ter, but we placed the blame on the
then commissioner, not knowing the
real circumstances of the matter.
Later on, welcarnad that e was one
of the best commissioners thas ever
held the office, that ke coliected more,
aad expended the mouey more equite

some years. We thought ths com-
missioner was meraly appoinled to

had a fixed amount to expend, and
that repairs to roa la, sidewalks &c.,
were made after somo system. Buj
ae were surprised to learn that there
ia no system at all, that the com-
missioner sy 1o assess Lhe amount,
collect it, and theu expeud it as he
sees fit. That there 1s no plan of
the stracts, no estimatea made for
Lie requirements of this Bservico, ne
idea of the amount to be oallected,
no fair apportionment of the tax, in
fact thattihe whole thing is » maiter
of guess work, and feundmi on no
principle whatever. That such &
state of alfairs should existin 2 town |
of the sizs and impartarce of Chate
ham surprises us, aad we think that
it is only necossary to call public
attention to the matter ta have it
remedied. |

Before 1863 the roads in the town,
hike the roads in the country, were
répaired by statute labor. In that
year this Jabor was commuted ta a
money rate, but the principle ot as«
sessing was the same as whea people
had to appear and work eight hours
aday. The value of a'day’s work is
computed at thirty cents. Every
male inhabitant, cxcept clergymen
and schoolmasters, over 21 years of
age, is assessed 3 days or 90 cents ,
then for any real or personal estate
not exceeding $400, one day addi.
tional, exceeding 8400, and not
excecding $2000 another day, and
for every cight hundred dollars
worth of property an additional day.
This does great injustice in the dis-
tribution of the tax, as the following
scale wiil show.

A man witheut any property pays $8 00
do worth $400 in do do 1 20
do do 500 de do 1 59
ds de 1,200 do do 150
de do 1,300 do do 1 80
de de 2,000 do do 1 80
do do 2,100 do do 210
do de 2,800 do de 3 10
de do 2,900 de do 2 40
de do 3,600 do de 3 40

So that a man worth 3,600 werth
of property only pays twice as much
as the man who s only worth $400;
and a maa sithout any proparty at

$2,000 worth of property. But we}
peed not point out Lhe injustice of
the tax, it is apparent to any one
wlo looks at tho sbove table, and
extends it, allowing aun additional
day for every$800 worth of property.
A man with an income of $2,000 a
year, if he have noreal or personal
property can only be asaessed 90nts,
the same as a poor laboring man.
The result of this inequitable sys.
tem is, that a sum af from $700 te
$1,000 only ia received for the repair
and extension of roads, sidewalks
&c.,the rencwal and rapair of sewers
&c., a sum enlirely inadequate for
the service. Thaen the commissioner
having earte blanche to expend what
the collocts, at his awn descretion,
there are streatsin the town on which
no public money is ever expended,
and osually each commissioner at-
tends to hLis own locality, or to the
interests ot his personal or political
friends. The interests of the public
who pay; the taxes are often igmor-
ed, and the office is often soaght as
a means of giving ecmployment to the
commissioner’s horses,an a number
of men, who from long experience
have learned to perfection the wan-
ner of “‘how not to doit.”

We will deal farther with this
matter again.

*

There is no talk of the Breakwater
at Escuminac, no word about the
telegraph line between here and Point
Escuminac, because we had no one at
Ottawa, to press these matters on the
attention of the Commons. Perhaps
Northumberland now secs, the wis-

dom of “electing J B Snowball!!”
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It is a matter of the greatest in-
difference to the Couservatives, and
' the hundreds of disgusted *““Reform-
ers” ih the county, whether Snow-
' ball runs again or not, It is aJl his
own business what he does. The
épcople will see about the representa~
ive.

{
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The County of Westmeath is  pro«

do certain specified work, that he "the motion was named, the Surveyor

{by Mr. Ryan, that he had called him

judioial tribunal, thas regulated the
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AN IMPERTINENT INNOVATION

FXTINGUISHED.

Wo direct ear romders (o onr 8pécial |
despatches from Fredericton. Some
days ago Mr. Willis gave notice that
he would ask for the appointment of |
a committee to enquire into the =sgle |

times, and in various places,and that
power be granted to said committee
to summon, swear and examine wit-
nesses, to call for papers, avd deal
with all matters tonching the inquiry
at fasue: bat unfortunately the motion
failed to set forth the ‘‘quis furores
O cives?" and more than this failed
to set forth any charge atall. When

General took the floor. Tle said he
was not afraid that the light of day
shoald shine upch the management
of his vflieq, that he was prepared
to mest any specific charge made by
auy responsible person, but that he
was not prepared again to snbmit to
the impertinent enquiries of a com-
mittee, who bad no specific charge,
but were merely on the hunt for some
thing. He pointed to the wording of
the resolation, and asked the House,
if it could say what he had to 1neét,
and tarning towards Willia he said he
would give that gentleman the privi-
lege of naming the charge for which
he was to answer and would then hiwa-~ |
self call for nvestigation. But Willis
made no charge, he merely grinned,

ing to the flonse, s53id he slaimed its
protection—that last wicter charges
had been madeagainst his department

self for a prompt,impartial and search-
ing investigation, that the said inves.
tigation did not alone éxonerate
him fro.n the charge, but the gentle- |
man who madothe charge denied that
he had done ss—and gave the house |
to understand that he only eame there
to search around, and nose aronud ¢a
ease there might be anything wrong.
He said he was not prepared to sub-
mit to a similar impertinent ordeal this
winter.

Mr Davidson =aid ths Laegislature
was the highest court in the land,and
the same principles shonld regulate |
it, when it resolved itself into a

In the courts, no man
withoat a specifio

proper courts.
was arraignad
charge.

HonMrLandry took the aame ground
and pointed to the proceedings of last
winter, how Mr Ryan had swallowel 4
hiz own words betore the committee,
and that the time of the Housa had
been wasted to no parpose. Other
hon gentlemen, among them the At
terneyv General, and Mr. Elder
concurred with Hon. Mr Ad-
ams, and on Lhe Tesolation bes
ing put, it was defeated by twenty

three votes, (o thirteen. ‘

t

We look upon the loss of the Willig

all pays half as much as ene with | motion, as a gain to the legislature. | 30ns arrested under the Coerciun act.

It is a trinmph for the dignity and
traditions of British Cealonial Govern«
ment and the admission that the same
prineiptes which are recognized in 8’
court of justice, are not ignored in the
legislature, a body first and superior
to any court in the land. In a court
of lnw mo man is called to plead, un.
less u specifled charge has been made
against him,and we are unable to dis-
cover why Lhe same prineiple should
not obtain in our legislatare. In the
case befare us, one hon member asks
for a committee to sit in judgment
upan the condnet of the head of a De-
pariment, but when asked to name
the charge which he wishes to inves-
tigate, he says he haa none, he only
wants to enquire andsee if there may
not de something wrong; that he does
not kuow, #and cannot know what
the eharge is till he has seen a lot of
public papers, and heard an army of
witnesses swoar. Is it any wonder
thaf the Suiveyor General indignan-
tly refused to submit to such a pre-
posterous enquiry, and that the House !
with a firm voice oried down the in-
troduction of such & pernicious prin-
ciple? The first axiom in judieial
philosephy is that ecvory inan is
presumed to be innocent, till he is
proven guilty, but the mousfrous in-
novation, of which Mr Willis would
becomo the sponsor, assnmes every
man guilty till he is proven innocent:
for says Willis, wo -have no charge
against the Crown Land Depsartment,
yet we assumo the hoad of that De
partment to be guilty,— let him prove

himself innoecent by the investiga
tion.

It was high time the chislature‘
cloged its doors against impertinent
intrasion upon ofticial grouneds; for
else it would at mo distant day find
out the only solation to the oft
recurring nuisance would be the
appointment of a permanent com-
mission, that could any day wmake a
raid upon a public office, parade the
private papors before the public gaze,

of Crown Timber Lands at diﬂerent»

and the Surveyor General then turn. | Catleton thatin 1878 was Gril, in 1881

[he went up to “Woodstock to see.”

left for England. They will spend

necounis. In the preseut case, she
ifoase had only to say if it would

{ have the mame ¢xpensive, and imper- f
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tivent. folly perpetrated ower again.
It saifl oo, / Its deocision was good.

i
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HOW IT FARES WITH TUE
GOVERNMENT.

In 1878 tha eontest in  Carleton
County was a pretty strong one,
thongh it was Jess a strife of quess |
tious than a struggle betwean indivi.
duals. Mr Appleby was the
Grit or Government candidate,
and Mr Goo. Conuell stood upon ine
dependent ground. He told the
people he waa neither Grit nor Tory,
neither a protectionist nor a free
tvader, but that he wonld do what he
thought was best in the fnterests of
his couuty. Carleton then was strongs
ly Liberal, because the peopls had
been told if the Government were
put out the country would be ruined.
Had Mr Counell the:efore co nfessed
himselta Conservative,he would most
assuredly have been defeated. Huu-
dreds of these who voted for him raid,
“1f you are a Conservative we wii]
not vote for you,”” He was person- |
ally vastly superior to his opponent |
and being ‘“indepondent,” was elect«
ed. But the wheel has turned round,
Mr George Conuell ia dead, and the
constituency is open. The hew govs |
ernment has been in power three
years, and its policy ia good. Hence

b
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[s Conservative sfrong.

Mr Leighton, M. P, P. at Fredera
icton, didn’t think it was, aud he is
a staunch kind of 2 man,does a large
busiees in cedar poles and i a
,'strong Liberal” he says, so far as
he ““nnderstands the question.” So

-

b
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The next day he came back and
thought he would’nt ran. 3o that if
primitive and green in many ways, he
has some little shrewdness. He found
Dr Conneli there, and on enguiry
learnt that he, Leightorr, ** had
betler go -back to Fredericton.”
The latest news from  Car-
leton ix that Dr Connell who is a
pronounced aud gealous Conscrva-
tive will be eleeted dy acclamatson in
a county that in 1878 was sirongly
Grit. Sio volvere parcas.

Sl
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Mr Mackenzie was denouncing the
Governments poiicy in the Commons
one night lately, respecting the Pome
bina Branch aud he said ‘“Ths pro-
ceedings are of a true Tory characs
ter.”

Sir John's respouss was ““Satisfac- |
Tory.” '

———
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The amendment to the Canada
Tempersnce Aect has »nassed the
Sanate. Ths sinendment excludes
ales, porter, Jager and light wines
from the operation of the Act. The
suceess of this amendment iz not as-
sured in the Commons.

Nally is the name of one of the per-|

When he reached Dublin the masses
cheered him, and as the police bore
him away he cried oat ‘“‘For every
man arrested, iet one be laid proa-
trate.”

|
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We give our readers today a sap-
plement eontaining the able speech
of the Attorney GGeneral on the Bleirs
Lawrence resolution. 'We need bat }
commend it to the perusal of the
public. r

-

The House ot Commons closes this
week. Nothing hew been done, or
will be done for Northumberland this
session, because oar representative
basely deserted us.

In the House of Commona the other
night, Mr Fiunigan who was speake |
ing described the repeated nterrnp- |
tions a3 “‘beastly bellowing.”

In another issue, we will give as|
much as we can of the powerful, clear
and convineing epeech of the Provin- |
cial Sacretary on the badget.

o

Sir Charles and Lady Tupper have

the summeor in the South of France.

ST e e

Some of the Land League mem-

bers arrested, are American eitizens,
ard demand American protection.

et sl el e e e
The British are parleying with the
Boers, and the truee eunds Monday.

Then it will be paz or beldum.
D@ QI —— e

The Surveyor General comes home
Sunday morning, and will remain
two or three days.

The Queen of Denmark is dead.

JAMESCLOWERY

Duke St, Chatham, N B

DEALER IN

DRY GOODS, GROCERIES
AND LIGUORS,

te satisty the importunitios of some
outside cligne.

Last winter we had proot of this
demoralizing spesteols, of time and
money swasted, the public busiuess
lept back, witnesses caded from all

| act,

Lover the Provinee, =to prove nothing

'Hats and Caps
. Boots and Shoes
Glass and Crockerywarse
Ready made Clothing

All of whioh will be sold low fer Cash.

Chatham--Deel2-tf

hut what might ba fornd Jn tho pubtic | DGMIMON KICUSE

| WATER STREET, CHATNAM, N. B

NEWCASTLE,

Newosastie—Nov 2447

Layer Raisins

Essence of Lemon

{ CEOICE WINES, LIQUORS
r

e a—

CHATHAM.

— —

The Babecribsr be
friends and the pabl
the

DOMINION HOUSE,

te

4'
;
‘
g l1save ts infotex Lis !
i, that he has loesed |

;
H
i
d
t

and exrsfully rolitted and refy
and is now prspared to aceom
travellers nng permanent boar
wmost reasonable terms.

Good STABLING oa tha Premisea.

DAVID MaINTOSH.

Chatham, March 12, *81 t¢f
A per day at hom». Samples worth 83
0k free. Address Stinson & Co., Port-

land, Maine. mar 13 aw 1y

tﬂished i, |
modats Loth |
dags  on the l

3
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gusta, Maine,

a weck. $12 aday at home easily made.
Coatty OQuiitirse. Address True & Co.,

mar [2sw!lyp

& week in your ewn town. Terns ;;l
$8 outfit free. Address H. Hallet £ Co, |

Portland, Maine. mar 12sw Iy

NOTICE.

———— e —
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I Bave appointed John Moerleay of New-

Northumberland,
To all whom it may coneern,

JOHN SHIRREFP.
Rheriff of Northumberland Co.

Newcastle, Mareh 12, 188]. 1maw
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SSTABLISHED 1788

A. CHIPMAN 3 MITH
SUCCESSOR TO W. O, RMITH, .

MRUGGIST & APOTHECGART,

Ne. 2 CITY MARAT BUILD(Rw,
CHARLOTTR BTREET,

8Y. JOHN. N. B.

Koeps oonstantly on hand :—Fine Drugs
and Chemidals, Materia Medica, Druggistg’
Bundries, Dye Stuffs, Pesrfumsry, BSeaps,
Brushes, Comba, etc., eto.

Speeial attention and personal supervision
given to the compounding ef physicians’ pre-
soriptions and putting up of ships’ medicines

ngxioins praotisiag in the country will
find it to their advantage to send to me for
their goodd, as they may rely on gettingonly |
the purest drugs.

Wholesale agent fo? J C Ayer & Go.Lowel, |
Mass.,Manafacturer of the following goods. }
Originally prepared Soda, by W.0. 8mith—
Smith’s Anti-Bilious Mixture—Smith’s as |
tringent Cordial—Smith’s Ready Belief—!
Ess. Jamacia Ginger. Frother's Balsanr ef
Horeheund—ChemisalHairTonic—Smethian
Anti-Bilieus Pills—Inglis Liniment, &e.

&t. Jehn, N. B.—Deo—15. tf.

J. B. RUSSELL

S S—
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Direct Importer of 3
CHOICE WINES,
BRANDIES,
WHISKIES,

CORDIALR, ¢

&c., &e., 8¢
—ALS0—

COMPLETE ASSORTMENT OF Weil-1

SELECTED
GROGERIES

Opposite Masomie Hall,

4
3

N. B,

Just Received ! |

Currants &c &¢ |

e

Essenc;Pepparmint ,

— A8 —
MYRTLE NAVY

LITTLE MAJOR T“Bmm

For eale low by

NICHOIL:AS BARDEN
Ch athaw—Doe2 3-tf

D. DESMOND,

DIRECT IMPORTER OF

3

AND CIGARS.

LOWER WATER 8T., CHATKAM. |

@sed Bfabling en the premises.
Barreom consiantly suppliod with the best
of lignora and eigars. g

Raw Furs!

Otter, Bear, Fox, Mink, Lyax, Martin,
Pisher, Beaver, Muskrat. ;

Any person having any of the above skine
should take them to Brown's Store, No'w-
cast o, where they will get the higheat prieo
geing in CASH for the same.

JAMES BROWN.

Noweaeerstie, March 1881.

Tinware. Tinware.

The Subscriber also offers a varied and
axtensive stock of Tinware, including Pails,
Pans, Ketties, Saucepans, Stew Paps, Coal
Hods, Lanterns, Milk Strainers, Milk Pans,
Floug Sifters, Culanders, Tea and Cofeo Poss,
Patty Pans, Water Sprinklers, &o, &c. Al
at the lowest figures for cash ; easy terms on
approved credit.

3N B—I make most of my own wares
and oap afford to sel! at bottom prices.

I I PMARQUIS

dastle, asmy Deputy for the Couniy of |

- ———— e
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“NSTAR”

Job Printing.

The Offica will be thoroughly
equipped with matearial for tarning evs

JOB PRINTING

TTATLY ME3 WITR DespATeR,

Every dasoription of JOB WORK
one at the shortest netice inclading

POST

|
»
}

T

Ny
£8.

“in

HAND BILLS,

SHOW BILLS, g
DOVGERS,
PROGRAMMES

BLANKS.
Legal iilanks.

MORTGAGES
BILLS OF SALEV
CURRENT SALES,
LAW CASES, DEEDS,
BONDS, ETC.. ETC

Otﬁer Blanks.

BILLS OF LADING,
CLEARANCES.
INSURANCE BLANKS

BANKING FORMS,
INVOICES,

SHIPPING BLANKS
ETC., ETC,, ETO

GARDS.

 BUSINESS CARDS,

VISITING CARDS
ADDRESS CARDS,
WEDDING CARDS,
MOURNING CARD3

Miscellaneous

CIRCULARS,
BILL HEADS,
LETTER HEADS
NOTE HEADS,
PRICE LISTS,
RECEIPT BOOKS+,
NOTES,
CHECKS,

)

ORDERS,
LABELS
CARDS
TAGS, ECT

an Bxpemenced Job Prixter
will hava charge of this Dapart
ment. Orders by mally receive

prompé attention.

J. E.COLLINS,

PROPRIETOR

Cunard St, Chatham ,

Chathaw, Aug 30, 1880,



