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UNTO THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE 
MARQUIS OF NORMANBY. 

The Memorial of the Committee of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, for 
promoting the religious interests of Scottish 

Presbyterians in the British Colonies. 
Concluded. 

Your memorialists are very far from being 

averse, to see that prevision made for the church 

of England, to which by the act of 1781 she is 
They are satisfied that, if 

judiciously appropriated, the amount might be 
rendered available for the religious interests ef 
the Episcopalians in Province. But they 

conceive that they hate grounds of the loudest 

complaint, in that the church of England should 

be permitted to assume all the authority, and 

enjoy all the privileges of a dominant church ; 

whiie the Scottish church, with equal rights 
from its creed, and stronger claims from its 
numbers, should be degraded frem its co-erdi- 
wate rank as an established church, and much 
suore should be denied a fair proportion of those 
ineans, which originally bad been wisely and 

henevolently destined by the British Legislature 
for the spiritual benefit of Presbyterian, as well 
as Episcopalian inhabitants in the provinces. 

Your memorialists are well aware that decla- 
rations, on the part of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, respecting the rights of Presbyterians in 

the colonies, are calculated in so far to,do away 
the impression, of which their brethren com- 
plain, that they are regarded in no other light 
than that of dissenters, and that their claims as 
Scotchmen and as Presbyterians, are to be con- 

sidered as unfounded. Still however, while 
your Memorialists ave duly sensible of the vast 
importance of the declarations referred to, and 
gratefully acknowledge the justice that has in 
80 far been done to their brethren, they must at 
the same time respectfully call your Lordship’s 
attention to the fact, that, practically, no effect 
thas yet been given in Canada to the sound prin- 
ciples, that have been laid down respecting the 
rights of Presbyterians there. They have 
scarcely enjoyed any privileges that have not 
been conferred upon other protestant dissenters; 
and the Roman Catholics have received a larger 
amount of pecuniary assistance. Nor is this all 
for it was after juster views seemed to be, and 
as your memorialis(s believe, were maintained 
that a measure more obnoxious to Presbyterians, 
than any that had ever taken place in Canada 
was carried into effect, by which rectories were 
wstahlished throughout the province. The dis- 
approbation expressed at the Colonial Office, in 
regard to this ill-advised proceeding, could not 
fail in some degree to restore the confidence of 
the Presbyterians; and the explanation on the 
part of the present Lieutenant Governor as to 
the limits of the jurisdiction of the rectors, may 
to a certain extent allay the fears that were ex- 
cited in the prospect of the new arrangement.— 
But your memorialists are not aware that any 
means have been resorted to for remedying the 
evil ; and they cannot but to a certain extent 
sympathize with their Presbyterian brethren, 
in the regret that no measure of compensation 
has been as yet introduced to the Presbyterians, 
who certainly have by the proceedings in ques- 
tion, been subjected to great substantial injus- 
tice. 

Your Memorialists would consider themselves 
warranted in lodging these complaints with 
your Lordship, though the Presbyterians form- 
cd only a small zcction of the population in the 
provinces. But their case commends itself 
more to the ordinary sympathies of mankind, and 
assumes a greater importance ina political point 
of view, when it iz considered that the Episco- 

palians constitute the smallest of the four great 
religious denominations in the Canadas; while 
the Presbyterians, at least in the Upper Pro- 
vince, if not the most numerous, are at least as 

numerous as any of the denominations. In a 
country, in many parts newly settled, with 
many of its inhabitants, in consequence of no 
provision being made for their religions instruc- 
tion, living in the neglect of any form of worship 
it is difficult to state with accuracy, the relative 
numbers of different religious-denominations.— 
But your memorialists, after much anxious in- 

quiry, the grounds of which they are prepared 
to lay before your Lordship, think that they are 
warranted in making the above statement.— 
Your Memorialists are also persuaded that the 
Presbyterians, as loyal and useful subjects and 
citizens, are on a level at least with any of the 
religious sects in Canada. The great body of 
the merchants—many ef the most successful 
farmers—the best class of servants—are of the 
Presbyterian Church. These statements are 
made on the authority of respectable individuals 
bath the Clergy and Laity in Canada. And 
your BMemorialits are prepared to submit to your 
Lordship, the evidence of individuals of the 
highest respectability at present in this country 
to this effect, if required by your Lordship. It 
is readily conceded, that, of the learned profes- 

sions and of those who are of the greatest wealth 
and longest standing in the province, the majo- 
rity may be Episcopalians. But your Memorial- 
ists are convinced that your Lordship will not 
for a moment admit the justness, or sound poli- 
cy of what has yet long been practically acted 
upon, that the rights of one class are to be sacri- 
ficed to the learning, or wealth, or station of 
another, and that a more limited portion of the 
commupity. And; besides, it is among the 

greatest grievances that Presbyterians in Cana- 
da complain, that while in the earlier periods of 
the history of the Province, many of the most 
respectable Scottish families were forced to be- 
come Episcopalians in consequence of no provi- 
sion being made for a Presbyterian Clergy—the 
policy of the local government has been “always 
so directed as to act as a bounty for Episcopacy. 
The Presbyterians feel it to be intolerably vex- 
atious and unjust, that, in the first place, the 
priviliges to which they had an equel right, 
should have been confined exclusively to ano- 
ther party, and that then the learning and 
wealth and power, wich have been thus secu- 
red to that other party, should be employed as 
an argument for perpetuating the injustice. 

Your Memorialists have only further to en- 
croach upon your Lordship’s time, by adverting 
to the strong feeling (hat e the 
Scottish settlers upon this subject. The Clergy 
Reserve question has been justly stated in a 
high quarter, as ¢ the all-important question.” 
But it is all-important, not from the number or 
influence of those, who are opposed on prin- 
ciple to all-established forms of worship, but 

from the feeling on the part of the Presbyte- 
rians, that the time is at last arrived, when it is 
to be determined for ever whether their claims 
for justice, are to be listened to by the British Go- 
vernment. Your Menorialists are far from de- 
nying that there is a numerous party in Canada, 
who would be well pleased to see the Clergy 
Reserves applied to general purposes; but this 

  

   sis amongst 

State. 

does not arise so much from conscientious scru- 
ples to an Established Worship, as from a belief 
that there is little prospect of the Reserves 
being judiciously or equitably appropriated. 
There is none of the large sects in Canada, 
which has not been willing, in fact, to receive 
assistance from Government, It cannot there- 
fore be trom Scripture principle, that they are op- 
posed to the reservation of lands for the interests 
of religion. But the Scottish settlers are not only 
cenvinced that provisior. ought, upon scriptural 
principles, to be made for the religous instrue 
tion of every community, but that the form of 
worship which they ebserve is, by solemn na- 
tional compact, entitled to the support of the 

And these feelings are called. forth in 
mere irrepressible energy by the fact, that their 

{ rights in these respects, having long been disre- 
gurded, they have leng submitted with patience 
to what they conceived to be unjust : they have 
long borne the deferring of their hopes; believ- 
ing that the tite could not but at length arrive, 
when the British Parliament would become 
awa’ e to what was due to them. It is to the 
credit of their character, that hitherto their loy- 
alty has continued unimpeached. Even when 
smarting under the provocation of the measures, 
by which Episcopacy seemed to be finally ac- 
knowledged as the dominant worship, they 
came forward as one man in the "hour of the 
greatest need, when the attempt was made to 
lead them, in revenge for their wrongs, to throw 
off their allegiance to their mother country ; 
and not a member of the Scottish Church, in 
any township where a Scottish minister was pla- 
ced, was found among those who rose up in 
opposition to the British Government. The loy- 
alty, however, that has stood se many shocks, 

may be long and too severely tried ; and, if the 
hopes of the Presbyterians are finally disappoin- 
ted, the result may prove more unfavourable to 
the tranquillity of the province, than seems to 
be generally supposed in this country. In Ca- 
nada, however, there are many who view the 

subject with greater alarm. Your Memorialists 
sincerely trust, that their apprehensions may 
not be realized. They are too extensively pre- 
valent, however, not to be deserving of serious 

consideration ; and the more so, as they are 
founded, not on vain conjectures, as to the pos- 

sible ebullitions of popular feeling, but upon a 
knowledge of what as never failed to be tle re- 
sult, when the rights of any cousiderable class 
of subjects in a free .State have been, for a 
lengthened period, perseveringly withheld. 

From these and other considerations, your 
Memorialists entertain the earnest hope, that 
the condition of Her Majesty’s Presbyterian 
subjects in Canada, will be taken into full 
consideration by your Lordship; and that such 
measures may be adopted by Her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment as, by recognising the rights of the 
Scottish Settlers, and affording adequate means 
for the support of their Clergy, and for the pur- 
poses of Education, may promote the interests 
of pure religion and secure the permanent tran- 
quillity of the province. 

Signed by appointment of the Committee. 
-  Davip WernsgH, Vice Convener. 
  

Provincial Legislature. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

THurspDAY, FEBY. 6. 

The House was occupied in the recepti- 
ou of petitions, and considering Bills in 
Committee ; several of which were passed. 

Mr. Jonnsron presented two messages 
from His Excellency, communicating a dés- 
patch from the Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick Land Company, and a recommendati- 
on that a Medical Board should be appoint- 
ed to examine candidates, the members of 
which should have a reasonable compensa- 
tion for their services. : 

Upon motion of Mr. Partelow, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee, for the 
consideration of a Bill to regulate the ex- 
portation of Lumber. 

Mr. HaniNeroy said the Bill was one of 
great importance and worthy of more con- 
sideration than it seemed about to obtain, — 
It went to continue a Law which had been 
extremely unsatisfactory to the County of 
Westmorland. Whether that was their own 
fanlt or it had its origin in the customs of the 
place to which it was sent, he did not know. 
He should like to have the law so modified, 
that parties might receive a remunerating 
price for their labour and expenditure, but 
who now suffer materially from the mode of 
surveying at St. John. 

Hon. Srraxer said the House could not 
pass an act to regulate the price of deals at 
St. John ; that must be effected by the ordi- 
nary operations of trade. If there is an 
over supply owing to the multiplication of 
wills, the merchants will make their own 
terms ; but if there were a limited supply 
the parties manufacturing deals will make 
theirs, aud the limited nature of the supply 
would ensure a remunerating price. He be- 
lieved it was the intention of the authorities 
at St John, to afford information during the 
session to the House on the subject of sur- 
vey ; buthe tho’t the Committee had better 
go through with the Bill, as it would facili- 
tate business ; and if any new light should 
be thrown on the subject, it could subse- 
quently be legislated upon. 

Mr. Hirr said probably there was anoth- 
er cause for the decrease in price than the 
effects of trade ; which could not have their 
proper weight so long as the surveyors are 
placed beyond the controul of the law. A 
proposal had been formerly made, that a ge- 
neral surveyor should be appointed, and 
that neither the buyer or seller should have 
any thing to do with the employment of the 
surveyors, and should not exercise over 
them any controul; as at present that officer 
is chosen by the merchant, and will natur-   ally have a bias in favour of his employer, 

Mr. BarBaRIE saw no necessity for any | 
such interference ; the law is at present ex- | 
tremely strict, and surveyors had io take a 
very rigid oath, The great difficulty was | 
caused by the circumstance of persons in the | 
country, considering deals asunobjectiona- | 
ble which were not deemed such in St. John, | 
He should like some alteration in the act | 
however; by which unauthorised persons | 
would be prevented from acting as survey- | 
ors; as is now the case. Although at|     present there is a penalty imposed on per- | 

sons who act without being duly qualified, 
yet no person can be found who will com- 
plain. He would gladly see the Act altered 
in such a manner, that those so offending, 
should be presented by the Grand Jury, in 
the same manner as tavern keepers, found 
selling without licence. Unless this were 
done, surveyors would not be qualitied as 
the law directs, and consequently much in- 
justice is done. 

Mr. Jourvan said great complaint exist- 
ed, and as had been stated by the learned 
member for Charlotte, it originated in the 
surveyors being employed by merchants ; 
for aithough they were a very respectable 
set of men, yet the result of the same sur- 
veys in different places and in St. John, 
often differed so much, that it was evident 
they acted frequently in favour of their em- 
ployers. The only remedy it appeared to 
him, would be to change the mode of sur— 
vey as had been propased by the hon. mem- 
ber for Charlotte. As respected deals bro’t 
down stream, they were not nearly as val- 
uable as when sent direct from the mill to 
market ; and would not bring as good prices 
when exported. 

Mr. Parrerow said evils did not exist to 
the extent which had been stated ; the oath 
taken by Surveyors was very severe, and 
he would read it to the Committee. If any 
difficulty arose between parties, the survey- 
or was authorised to choose another, and 
upon their disagreeing they could choose a 
third ; who might set aside the original de- 
cision. ‘The subject had been repeatedly 
before the House ; but as the hon. Speaker 
said, trade must regulate the price. Some- 
times deals were sold in the lump, at other 
times the merchant would have the advan- 
tage arising from a superabundance of the 
article at market. “Z'he Bill before the com- 
mittee is a long one, and if it were not pass- 
ed, the subject woul then be veferred to a 
committee, who probably would report by 
bringing in the same Bill as was done before. 

Mr. Wirsox could not tell where the 
cause of complaint Jay : but the mill own- 
ers were subject to very great loss and dis- 
appointment. They often heard of deals 
selling for nine pounds at St. John, and 
were satisfied they would pay well; and 
when a quantity was sent, what between 
merchants and surveyors, they did not rea- 
lise three pounds ten shillings. It was a 
great pity that the law was not so explicit 
as to be understood. and to prevent those 
difficulties which so frequently arise. It 
was extraordinary that the enactments of 
the law did not refer to any difference of 
quality, and he understood that that which 
was rejected by the surveyor, when sent 
home, brought as good a price as the mer- 
chantable. The effect of the law is such 
that mill owners have frequently to mortgage 
their property in consequence ofthe delusive 
prices, by which they had been induced to 
embark in lumbering pursuits; and it was 
to be regretted .hat the law or custom of 
St. John could not be altered, so as to pro- 
tect persons who enter into such engage- 
ments. The hon. member said he was not 
sufficiently acquainted with the subject to 
suggest a remedy ; and if other gentlemen 
were not prepared with amendments, pro- 
hably it were as well to pass the law as it is, 
and have a better method prepared at a fu- 
ture period. 

Mr. J. M. Wirnmor said if parties would 
not get in debt, they could make out better 
with the merchant. The hon. Speaker he 
said had stated very properly that the price 
of an article could not be regulated by law. 
‘The people of Westmorland however had 
the least cause of complaint, because when 
the prices of deals are low, they pile them 
on the wharves, and wait till an advance 
shall have taken place. 

Mr. Hiniserox said the surveyors in St. 
John were doubtless respectable men; there 
was nevertheless a striking difference in the 
surveys made there and in other parts of the 
Province. He had never wished for a Jaw 
to fix the price of an article, nor could any 
thing he bad said bear that construction ; the 
state of the market every person knew must 
regulate the price ; but that system must be 
a bad one which produces different results 
from the same causes. He regretted that 
the Bill had been committed in the absence 
of his hon. colleague, who was better ac- 
quainted than himself with questions of the 
nature then under consideration. He hoped 
some gentleman who understood the sub- 
ject would be prepared to make amendments, 
‘The Act permitted refuse timber to be ship- 
ped, and he had understood that deals of 
an inferior quality which had been sent to 
England, bad not been sold for a price re- 
duced in proportion to what was deducted 
in St. John. 

Mr. 'T'syLor knew no neeessity for the 
law. He had known deals which had been 
culled before they were sent to market, fre- 
quently fetch no more than those which had 
not been culled; and whether there was a 
law or not, it would make no difference to 
those who had them for sale, 

Hon. Sepesxer said altho’ it was an ad- 
vantage to the merchant, when owing to the 
state of the home market deals of an inferior 
quality sold well, yet it was no disadvan- 
tage to the manufacturer, who gets paid ac- 
cording to the quality. 

Hon. Mr. Jonsson said the same com- 
plaints that had been made of the survey on 
deals had been advanced with reference to 
timber, If the Legislature were to say that 
only the best quality should be exported, it 
would raise the character of the article a- 
broad, Lut it would have a bad effect on the 
mill-owner. "I'he hon. member for St. John | 
had stated’ correctly, that if the committee | 
were to report progress aud the Bill were 
sent to a select committee, there would be 
the same delay as before, and the same Bill 
wauld probably be passed. 

The Bill was then passed for five years. 
Frivay, Fes. 7. [ 

Mr. Hrnr moved for leave to bring in a | 
for the naturalization of foreigners. 
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pass, unless a seven years quarantine were | 

embraced in it; an act had already receiv. 
ed the royal assent to that eflect. 

Mr. Hic replied that the Act alluded to 
would bave expired before that which he 
meant to introduce could be passed.— 
There was already an Act of Parliament by 
which aliens wight be naturalized ; but it 
contained certain tests which it were desi- 
rable to do away with, one of which was 
the taking the sacrament. It also provided 
that a residence of seven years should pre- 
cede naturalization. The effect of the pre- 

No. 6. 
  

that its inhabitants had certainly been 
most moral and correct. 

‘This present he said was a difficult subject up- 
on which to legislate ; there was no man living 
in the country, but would do something to pre— 
serve the sanctity of the christian sabbath; ang he 
was willing to do what was proper to secure its 
observance. Rut he would not interfere with the 
conscience of any man; and there are very good 
people, who do not consider harmless recreation 
or amusement on that day, as constituting crime. 
Travellers state, that on the continent of Europe, 

  

  sent Bill, would be to do away with the 
test alluded to. 

Mr. Brown presumed it was not the in- 
tention of hon. members to abject to the 
Bill ; he was not disposed to go farther than 
to allow naturalization to be granted upon a 
residence of seven years ; that is the pori- 
od provided for in the United States, and he 
was willing to grant them the same facili- 
ties as had been stated in the Act which had 
been already passed. That was about expir- 
ing, and it was desirable to renew it. 

Mr. BearDSLEY said he had the honor to 
hold a seat in the Assembly of Upper Cana- 
da, when the subject came under discussi- 
on ; and it was ultimately determined that 
no Colonial Legislature had the power of 
naturalizing aliens ; but that the Imperial 
Parliament alone could do so. The subject 
of tests also came under consideration ; but 
he recollected perfectly well, that the de- 
cided opinion of members was that any law 
which might be passed, would not enable 
parties to vote at elections or hold seats in 
the Legislature ; and from the frequent a- 
gitation of the subject, he had come to the 
conclusion that the colonial legislatures had 
no power to naturalize aliens. 

Mr. Hirr bad read the report upon the 
subject, and his impression was that the 
Colonial Legislatures had not the power ; 
altho’ 1t had been assumed. 

Mr. Beapstuey was not opposed to the in- 
troduction of the Bill ; but he threw out the 
observations he had made for the considera- 
tion of members. 

Leave granted. 
x SATURDAY, FEB. 8. 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of 

the whole, for the further consideration of a Bill 
the better to provide for the proper observance of 
the Lord's Day. 

Mr. StrEET said the Bill would explain itself. 
There was at present a Law in force, which the 
first section went to repeal ; as he had thought it 
hetter to embody its provisions in one Bill, and 
which would also enibirace others that are rot 
contained in the first Act ; for at present there is 
nothing to prevent coasting or skating on Sunday, 
or to prevent saw mills from being put in opera- 
tion on that day ; and from personal observation 
and representations upon which he could rely, he 
felt satisfied there was a necessity for some such 
enactment. The present law prohibits servile 
labour on that day, but the penalty was too small 
to have any effect upon such establishments, ax it 
wasmnot less than five or to exceed twenty shillings. 
There was also a necessity for some law to pre— 
veat skating or coasting on that day; and he 

the committee of that fact.— During the present 
winter a clergyman of his acquaintance finding a 
number of boys so employed, went to them after 
service was over, and remonstrated with them, 
but without effect. He subsequently applied to 
the magistrates, who consulted himself, but upon 
looking into the law, he felt satisfied they had 
not the power to interfere. A similar question 
came up in Nova Scotia, and upon appeal to the 
Supreme Court, the Judges decided in the same 
way ; and a bill was afterwards introduced, cou— 
ched in terms, that would prevent the evasion of 
the law. These boys finding this to be the case, 
subsequently went before the door of the clergy- 
«man and placed him at defiange. Fe considered 
it improper that such amusements should be prac- 
tised on Sunday, they were offensive to persons 
who felt it their duty to observe that day, aud 
ought not to prevail in any christian country, 
The Bill then before the committee would have 
the effect of ramedying the evil in question. The 
working of saw mills had also been complained 
of and he knew an individaal who set his in ope 
ration every Sunday afternoon ; and who did not 
regard the trivial fine which could be imposed: 
The present Bill would also remove that difficulty. 
He had introduced a section to make parents and 
guardians amenable for the conduet of those un- 
der their control ; and unfess this were done the 
law would not be effectual, as under the English 

law a youth cannot be imprisoned whe was under 
thirteen years of age; and as most of those who 
commit the offences complained of, have no pro- 
perty, they would laugh at any other ctments 
that might be made. He would therefore make 
parents answerable for the conduct of their ehil- 
dren under a certain age, and which would proba- 
bly produce a better effect than the punishment 
of the child.—There was a proviso however, pre- 
venting the punishing of both parent and child. 
These were the objects and principles of the Bill, 
which he had felt himself called upon to explain. 

Mr. Exp said the statement of saw mills being 
worked on Sunday, was most exiraordinary.— 
He once lived ir Mirimichie, and be never heard 
of such an occarrence. It reminded him ofa cir- 
cumstance which he once related in the House, 
and which the learned mover of the Bill him- 
self could not be prevailed upon to believe.—That 
of two wretches having sawed off'a horse’s neck. 
True, it might be said the animal was as the doc- 
tors would say articulo mortis. The fact was, 
two barbarians after having beaten the animal 
perhaps to death ; filled with the devil, sawed off 
his head. ‘The account he then gave was correct; 
and when he afterwards brought in a Bill to pre- 
vent cruelty to animals, he was only laughed at 

for his pains ; and his learned friend on his return 

   
  

would mention a circumstance which must satisfy 

   

Sunday is not made a melancholy day : it is ra- 
ther one of delight than of punishment ; and that 
people do not there dress their faces in mourning 

land weeds. Now he was not convinced that skat- 
| ing on that day is improper ; he did not wish to 
go skating himself—he considered it a great waste 
of muscular power, which might be more profita- 
bly exerted on the treadmill. A boy or man 
might skate without jostling persons whom they 
mel ; but coasting was a very different affair, and 

might endanger the lives and limbs of the Queen's 
subjects; and therefore it was proper to preventit. 

thout saying aught against the Bill, or any 

      

Sabbath, he would observe that the Legislature 
should take care it did'not interfere unnecessarily 
with the opinions and prejudices of other people; 
and let men act as they please, provided they did 
not interfere with their neighbour. The learned 
mover had alluded to the case of Mr. Crawley, a 
gentleman in Cape Breton, belonging to a very 
pious family, who was brought before a magis— 
trate, for skating toa place of worship en the 

sabbath day ; which resulted in a paper war, and 
was productive of no good either to the church or 
{he cause of morality. Ie would pass over skat- 
ing ; and leave the evil if any existed, to be cor- 
rected by public opinion and a man’s own con- 
science; and let the question be settled between 
the mind of 2 man and the Great Spirit who gave 
him that mind, There was one previso wiih 
reference to servile labour which he wished left 
out, and which went to recognise any portion of 
it as necessary on the Lord’s day. He shouid be 
disposed to support a clause against all labour on 
Sunday; as nothing could be more disgraceful 
than the sound of the axe on that day, and which 
is highly offensive to the christian, who wishes it 
to be devoted to rest and quiet. It might farther 
be observed, that such sounds were generally 
heard at the residence of the immoral man or the 
drunkard. He once heard a very pathetic state- 
ment at a Temperance meeting, given by a Me- 
thodist clergyman ; who said—bhe once heard tho 
sound of an axe on a sabbath morning; and where 
did he hear it >—In the barn-yard of a drunkard. 
He looked ; and who was using it 2—The wife of 
a drunkard! And what was she chopping up? 
—The last rail of the fence of a drunkard ! Tt 
was the accumulation of the consequenees of in- 
temperance ; and it was true. He wished there- 
fore to remove the clause, recognising a necessity 
for servile labour ; it was a clause through which 
a coach and six might be driven. He would 
have the act declare all servile labour to be pro— 
hibited ; and let the magistrates decide upon the 
merits of a case ; as any exception would render 
the entire section abortive. * The learned gentle- 
man concluded by declaring his willingness to 
support the Bill ; at the same tinie he would not 
allow his zeal to sanction any measure, which 
would trench vpen the feelings and rights of oth— 
ers. : 

Mr. JourDAN expressed himself favorable to 
the principles of the Bill, and wished the fines 
to be sufficiently large to render it effectual. 

Hon. SPEAR ER should not have made a speech 
with reference to the - Bill, were it not for .the 
observations of the learned member for Glouces- 
ter, who thought skating should not be prohibited 
on the sabbath day. For his own. part he con- 
sidered it a high offence against decency and 
good order, and if encouraged, there would be 

no knowing where it would stop. Why should 
they prevent dancing on the sabbath, if skating 

| is to be permitted ; but that is considered a high 
{offence ; yet it was not so bad as skating in its 
effects upon society, as it was less public. Both 
howevever had an injurious tendency, and would 
be productive of a disregard of the sabbath day, 

{ the practice alluded. to, must heve an injurious 
effect upon the minds of youth, who if they were 
permitted fe indulge in it, would deem it a licence 
to proceed to other excesses, and playing of 
cricket might be engaged in. Those things could 
not be tolerated in a christian country. Some 
porsons think playing at billiards is not gambling 
—that it is good exercise. Would the learned 
member for Gloucester permit billiards on the 

| sabbath. If the Legislature permitted skating, 
| they could not prohibit dancing, which was an 
innocent aruusement in itself, but improper for 
that day. A line must be drawn; and he con- 
sidered that all amnsements should be prevented, 
as well as skating and fishing ; he would stop all. 

| He was surprised to hear the observations that 
| had boen made, as he considered it a grave of- 
[fence to skate on the sabbath,—particularly du- 
| ring divine service. 

Mr. McLeop thought the Committeo should 
be cautious, notwithstanding what had been said 

{ by the hon. Speaker. What bad heen men- 
tioned with reference to the practice of boys, 
and their skating on the sebbath before the door 
of a clergyman was very bad certainly. Bat he 
was fearful if a clause was introduced to pre- 
vent skating on that day, that it would produce 
tyranny. Those who were acquainted with his-- 
tory well knew what were the customs in the 
mother country, when it was designated ‘© Hap- 
py England,” and if they do not prevail at 
present, it is because public opinion is opposed to 
them. Still itis very common ino the afternoon of 

Sunday for persons with their families to frequent 
public walks, and pass the time in a rational and 
healthful manner. And people might be dis- 
posed to do so in this country; but which the 
course that was proposed would prevent. God 
forbid that they should legislate for such a pur- 
pose. In the part of the Province where he 

     

  when he mentioned the statement, as a proof of 
his (Mr. E’s) powers of invention ; was inform- 
ed that not only was the charge true, but that it   had been known for years. Bat with reference 
to this saw-mill story, he must confess that he 
entertained doubts ; and should like to have some- | 
thing lilie proof ;—the name of the parties for ex- | 
ample. It was most astonishing that nothing had 
been heard of such a transaction before ; and he | 
must consider the charge as a reflection upon tho | 
county, unless it were substantiated with reference | 

  

. har H | “ha TT] 
to the individuals concerned ; even His Honor { That was 
the Speaker he was sure would not believe it.— | 

resided, people were in the habit of skating to 
church ; and if while doing so the boys were 
disposed to try their strength or skill, they would 
be brought under the operation of the law. He 
thought the clause therefore which applied to 
skating should be left out; and he should be 

equally opposed to any clause which would pro- 
hibit all amusement on the Sanday. There was 
a part of the Bill which be should like to have 

  

{explained, which went to render parents se- 

countable for the misconduct of their children. 

very proper; but he wished to know 
if the parents or guardians were too poor to pay 

The County of Northumberland, the learned gen- { the fine, whether they were oh 7 ic apg 
ti i s ich w re a greal bardship. 8 tleman continued, had been remarkable ever since | ment ; which would he a gre vardship Joys 

  

il 
Mr. Exp hoped that no such Bill would | the great fire for its fine religious and moral feel | over fourteen PEL of age per ancl the 

: hie would say nothing of it before ; but since | same controul in this country, as in that where, 

thing which would weaken a due respect for the


