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HON. G. G. KING.

e

Speech Made by Senator King, of
Queens on the Address on_the
Speech from the Throne.

On moving the address was in the
Nenate Senator King made the follow ing
address :

In rising to move the address in reply
to the speech of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, delivered at the opening
of this session of Parliament, I may be
permitted to say that T would have been
much better pleased had the task, which
has been assigned to we on this oceasion,
been placed in the hands of some person
more capable of discharging the duty de-
volving upon me than T find myself to be.
I am encouraged, however, hy the thought
that while there are, in the speech to
which T propose to refer, some subjects
which may be open to honest and fair
criticism, on the whole I believe that
thereis not much that is caleulated to
meet with strong opposition.  So far as
the political importance of Canada is con-
cerned, I think 1 am safe in saying to-
night that Canada stands upon u higher
plase than she ever stood before. To say
that Canada is better known iu the out-
side world than she was heretofore is say-
g very little,. [ might go further and
say that Canada is exerting an influence
outside and among the nations of the
world greater than she ever exerted be-
tfore, I might even say as great as some
of the independent powers. Then, again,
with regard to her material prosperity.
We have evidence today on every hand
that Canada is prosperous. No man in
this country willing to work need go idle.
If we refer to the trade returns and to
the reports of our banking institutions,
we shall be forced to conclude that the
business of Canada to-day is in a sound
and healthy condition. That the credit
of  Canada is steadily improving,
I am sure will be admitted on all
hands. As a fact the last loan effected in
the English market was placed on better
terms than any loan heretofore offered.
Although dentified with the winority in
this House, I am not disposed to claim
all the credit for the improved conditions
of this country for the party to which 1
belong, but, hon. gentleman, 1 may be
permitted to go this far and remind this
hon. House that the predictions which
were made and sent broadcast- through
this country previous to the change of ad-
ministration, that a change of govern-
ment meant ruin and desolation to Can-
ada, have not been fulfilled. When T last
had the honor of addressing this House
on an occasion similar to the present,
Canada had been invited to send repre-
sentatives to what is known as the Dia-
mond Jubilee, and I teok oceasion then
to express my belief that in the person
of the hon. Premier of tkis Dominion,
Canada would find a representative who
would do her credit and_would ably re-
present all classes and all creeds within
our borders. 1 may claim to-night that
in that respect our expectations have not
been disappointed, because not only in
this chamber, but cutside of it, through-
ont the length and breadth of Canada,
even the political opponents of the Hon.
Sir. Wilfred Laurier are generous enough
to admit that his conduct and his course
at that great gathering in London was
such as to reflect credit upon himself and
honor upon Great Britain’s greatest col-
ony. I am not to night going to discuss
the subjects referred to in the speech
with reference to the denouncement of
the German and Belgian treaties, but
without considering the effect of that
step on the part of the mother land I
have this to say—and we have great reas-
on, I think, to be proud of being able to
congratulate ourselves upon the fact—
that the government of Great Britain so

appreciated our effort here in Canada in

the matter of the preferential tariff as to
at once remove the only ebstacle that
stood in the way of giving effect to that
tariff. Last year, when Parliament was
in session, we were congratulating our-
selves upon the fact that we possessed in
British Columbia great wealth in mines,
as well as in the other provinces of the
Dominion. At that time the words
“Klondyke” and *‘Yukon” were scarcely
known. To-day they are household
words, not in Canada alone, but through-
out the civilized world, and capital by
millions is seeking investment to lay in
British Columbia, in Klondyke and else-
where. The government who are ealled
upon to administer the affairs of this Do-
minion at the present time are face to
face with a condition of things which is,
%0 far as [ know without parallel in the
history of mining elsewhere in the world.
Before it was possible to get reliable in-
formation with regard to that Klondyke
country, miners began to flock there
by thousands and it iy said today
that there are at the present time in the
vicinity of Dawson City, or in the Klon-
dyke courtry, from five to ten thousand
people and if we are to take the opinion
of gentlemen who ought to know, strong
doubts are entertained at this moment as
to whether their diminishing food supply
will be sufficient to sce them through un-
til their stores can he replenished on the
opening of navigation.  That is not all.
In the face of insurmountable
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sons, perhaps not quite so conservative
and not so careful, estimate the number
far in advance of the figures I have given,
and it 1s true I think that, railroad or no
railroad, the chances are that these peo-
ple will work their way into that country.
I may be mistaken, if I am mistaken I
am subject to correction, but I believe
that the Klondyke country is a country
which produces nothing in the way of
substantial feod. T have heard it said,
and I have not very much doubt myself
upon the subject, that the Klondyke
would not grow a Lapland turnip, and it
must be apparent to all that every pound
of food, all the supplies required -for the
| maintenance of that large population,
must be brought into that country from
outside. I hope and trust that the larg-
est portion of it 17ay go in from Canada;
but let me say this, that unless we are
preparved to start ourselves; unless we are
prepared to put forth herculean etiorts,
the chances are that in the coming year
we shall not reap the harvest, but some
one else will who is not so well entitled
to it as we are. |1 do not suppose that it
is possible for us to intelhgently discuss
what is known as the Yukon Rail-
way contract as the papers are not
before the House. T do not know that
the matter has been referred to very
much upon the floor of Parliament dur-
ing this session, but itis a well known
fact that the press outside are dealing
with the question from day to day, and
that there are different opinions with re-
gard to the propriety of the eonduct of the
government with reference to this mat-
ter. Iam prepared to speak on this
question tonight as I understand it, sim

ply from the reports which have come to
me through the same sources through which
they must havereached the ears of hon. gen-
tlemen. If when the papers are brought
down and the contract is laid before Par-
liament, I discover anything in it which I
believe is not in the interests of Canada,
I shall be prepared to disapprove of it,

| As I understand it, a con.ract has been
entered into by the govermment of Can-
ada with a firm of contractors. I think
| they must be responsible contractors,
when I take into account the fact that
they have already put up $250,000 by
way of security for the completion of the
work which they have undertaken. The
gentlemen, Messrs. Mann & McKenzie,
have undertaken to build a road from
Stikine River navigation to Teslln Lake,
estimated at 150 miles. In addition to
that, they have undertaken to provide a
sled road as early as the month of March
to facilitate communication with that
country. Then the price they are to get
18 3,750,000 acres of land in alternate lots
in the Klondyke, or the mineral region.
Besides that, the government have agreed
I believe, that no aid or encouragement
is to be given for five yvears to any line
from the Pacitic coast to go into that
country. As I am informed, and as I be-
lieve, the general consensus of opinion is
that the government have selected the
best route in the interests of all Canada.
There is no difference of opinion on that,
score. If there is, I so far have not been
made aware of it. I think it is admitted
on all hands that in the selection of that
route the governmenv are following the
policy of keeping Canada for the -Cana-
dians; but there are objections to that
contract. Fivst among them is this: it is
said that the contract was made privately
—that tenders should have been called
for. Ordinarily, T admit that that would
be the correct course to pursue, and there
would be nothing to justify a departure
i from that. course, save the emergency
with which the government is confronted
at this moment. The loss of a few weeks
now might imperil. not merely the con-
pletion of that work, but so interfere
vith the construction of the road as to
render it useless for another year. If the
country is what we suppose it to be, we
cannot afford to take any chances. If we
had it there now it would be a great boon
to Canada. If we fail Tam satistied it
will be a great loss to Canada. 'The
chances are that next year we will have a
population, in that country, ten times—1I
might say twenty times—greater than we
have this year. Then again, it is said
that the government should have paid
cash and should not have given land. It
does seem to me that if there is one pro-
vision in that contract which is likely to
commend itself to the people of, shal; I
say all Canada—to the people, at all
events, of the older provinces of Canada
—it is that particular feature. 1 do not
believe thatit is right to tax the people
who have no direct interest in that coun-
try continually for the purpose of open-
ing 1t up, when their is a possibility of
avolding it, and I am pleased to-night to
| he able to say that at last the government
of this country have found a portion of
the far west which is able to develope it-
self without adding to the burdens of the
tax payers of the older provinces.

Hon. Mr. Boulton—To the extent of
150 miles?

Hon. Mr. King—1 am not tonight
ing to ery over spilt milk. T am not go-
ing to complain of the moneys that have
been expended in the past in the west,

go-
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Hon. Mr. King—I have heard it said
in a great many places- -1 hear it every
day.

Hon. Mr. McCallum—Not authorita-
tively by anybody—merely a rumor.

Hon. Mr. King—1It is said that the
land which the syndicate gets could have
been placed on the market and willions
more than what the railway is to cost
would have been realized. That is an old
story and one I think that will not bear
repeating. T have a vivid recollection
myself of hearing similar statements
made with regard to the constuetion of
another great work in this country. I
heard the hon. gentlemen who were
charged with the administration of the
government of this country going so far
as to predict that before 1891 Canada
would have received from the sales of
land in the Northwest a sum of money
sufficiently large to recoup it for all the
expenses connected with the building of
the C. P. R. T thiuk it will not be denied
that down to the present time—I may be
wrong, and if so T am subject to correc-
tion—the receipts from the sale of land
in the Northwest have been scarcely suf-
ficient to pay the cost of surveys and man-
agewment.

Hon. Mr. Boulton—They have been
given away.

Hon. Mr. King—I believe that the
government should take no chances in
this matter. We all hope that the pros-
pects in the Klondike country may con-
tinue to grow brighter and brighter, but
none of us know what may happen ina
year or two from now. We do know
that the Inducements at the present time
are sufficiently strong to warrant capital-
st outside of Canada, commanding large
amounts of wealth, to invest itin that
country, but we do not know how long
placer mining in the Yukon is likely to
hold out, nor do we know what value
there may be in the land which the gov-
ernment purposes to give to the syndi-
cate for building that road. Tt is said

‘that the contractors for this railway have

got a five years monopoly. Toa certain
extent I admit that is true—a monopoly
so far as the building of railways from
the coast into that district is concerned,
but I shall be greatly surprised if there is
any provision in the contract which pre-
vents the buillding of roads from this sjde
of the Yukon into the Yukon district.
Hon. Mr. Scott-—Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. King—Then again, T may
be wrong, but I think that when the
navigation of the Yukon is open, it will
possible to transport supplies by way of
the Yukon as they have been going here-
tofore, and so far as monopoly is concern-
ed, I have not a shadow of a doubt in nmy
mind that when it can be demonstrated,
in a year or even less time, that the busi-
ness of that country will warrant the
construction of railways from points avail-
able on this side of the mountains in our
own Northwest Territories, that ecapital
will be found in sufficient amounts to un-
dertake them. It must not be supposed
for & moment that all the people in Can-
ada live on the Pacific coast. If T am
not greatly mistaken 95 per cent of them
live south and east of the Yukon river,
and we on this side of the continent have
an icterest in getting into that district
without going to Vancouver, up the coast
along the Stikine river, and by Teslin
Lake to the Yukon. Texpect that long
before the five years expire, If the ‘vade
of that country will warrant it, capitalists
will be found who will at once begin the
construction of railways at points in our
own Northwest Territories, and the mon-
opoly will soon have passed away. In
doing this we shall also provide a market
for onr workshops and factories in Can-
ada. We shall provide a market forthe
products of Canadian farms, and if the
Klondike turns out to be what we hope it
will, it would mean something of conse-
quence to Canada, because the amount of
supplies and provisions that would be re’
quired to provide for the wants of even
one hundred thousand miners in the
Klondike vegion would be a very consid-
erable item in the interprovincial trade of
the Dominion. 1 am not an expert in
railroading, and do not profess to know
very much about the construction of rail-
ways, especially in a country such as the
one in which this road is to be built; but
the probable cost of that road is various-
ly estimated. In some cases it is as low
as $15,000 per mile.  Well, it may be
possible to construet a road in that coun-
try for a sum so small as rhat, bat T must
say I do not believe that that would be
an adequate remuneration for the con-
tractor undertaking that burden. In the
first place everyone must admit that the
time limit will add materially to the cost
of work. All the supplies and all the
material necessary for the construetion of
that voad, ora large portion at any rate,
will have to be transported acress the
continent and find its way up there at
an extremely heavy cost.  Then in addi-

tion to that, the gentlemen who have that,

contract I fear will be subject to serious
competition with the employers of labor
in the mining country, and, further
than that, I nmagine there is danger that
the] employees of that syndicate when
they discover that that company is
compelled to complete the road by the 1st
day of September, or forfeit the (uarter
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question that the syndicate who are huaild-
illg this l'nii\\'ely are likely to become mil-
lionaires at once. They may be now for
aught I know. They have, it is true, a
large area of country under this contract,
but 1 do not believe that it is possible for
them or anybody else yet to determine
the value of it. That has to be proved.
Gold m that country is not got  without
digging for it. You would suppese  to
hear some pe.w;lc talk about it, that all
the syndicate had to do when they got
their railway through and got down to
the Klondike, or the mining country, was
simply to load up their steamers and bal-
last cars, and bring millions out of that
region. But mining cannot be carried
on, even in Klondike without consider-
able cost.  As I said before, with recard
to the building of railways, I an not an
expert, or an authority, but I had the
pleasure of listening to an address deliv-
ered in anotier place not long since, by
a gentleman who was deeply interested,
who was the manager, I think, of one of
the English syndicates seeking to Invest
capital in that country. That gentleman
said, if I understood him correctly, that
to produce 822,500 worth of ¢old would
require an expenditure of labor amount-
ing to $£20,00). So that if Messrs. Mann
& McKenzie should be so fortunate as to
take out of these large tracks of land a
good many millions, 9 per cent at least
would be expended for labor, according
to the calenlation I heard the other day,
from which certainly the government
must derive a considerable benetit. [
think that the limited time at the disposal
of the government justifies their hasty
and energetic action, and I have no doubt
if that contract is completed in the time
specified, the people of Canada from one
end to the other will be prepared to ap-
preciate and endorse the coadust of the
administration which made that contraet.
I do not propose to refer te all the iat-
ters contained in the speech, but there is
one particular question with reference to
which I do intend to say a word before
resuming my seat. The government have
announced through the speech of His

introduce 2 measure this ycar looking to-
ward a plebiscite, or a vote on the ques-
tion of prohibition in Canada.  As a tem-
perance man and prohibitiouist, T have to
say that I trust that the maisare will re-
ceive a majority of the vote in both
Houses of Parliament; and wiien the peo-
ple at the polls are called upon to pro-
nounce upon it, I trust also that the
majority may be decisive in favor of a
prohibitory law,—a law that will prohibit
in Canada the importation, manufacture
and sale of intoxicating liquors. Buat 1
have also to say that unless the majority
is a decisive on3 in favor of it, 1 would
rather that it be decisive the other way.

Insulates His Bed.

A novel theory about the prevention
of rheumatism and neuralgia has been
practiced with success hy Charles F.
Hanna, Auditor of the Custom Huouse.
Mr Hanna has long been interested in
writings on medical subjects, and through
his brother-in-law, who is a well-known
physician in another State, he has been
enabled to keep pace with the advance of
medical science as recorded in technical
Journals,

About fifteen years ago Mr. Hanna was
struck by a suggestion of Dr. Brown-Se-
quard of Paris, that rheumatism, neunral-
gia, and kindred complaints were caused
by lack of electricity in the body. The
physician argued that during sleep, vital-
ity is relaxed, electricity ordinarily in the
body flows off through surrounding ob-
jects to the earth. When the sleeper
wakes with twinges of pain in his joints
and nerves he suffers until the natural
supply of electricity is regained {rom the
air.

The remedy suggested for this was to
insulate the legs of the bed and thus re-
tain in the sleeper’s body all the elect-
ricity he had accumulated during the
day.

To read was te act with Mr. Hanna,
who had long been a sufferer from rheu-
matism and also from sleeplessness, as
the sleightest sound aroused him. He
secured four glass cups, such as are uvsed
on the desks of money counters to hold
sponges for moistening the fingers. A
cup was placed under each leg of his hed,
and that night Mr. Hanna slept soundly.
Not only that but he arose the next
morning without « vestigate of pain in his
body. Never since hashe been without
the four little insulators, always taking
them along when he has oeeasion to use a
strange bed, first placing the bhed out
from the wall, so that it is not in contact
with anything.

Many of Mr. Hanna's friends have tried
his preseription with gratifying results
and the relief of painful symptoms from
which they previously suffered.

A young man, athletic and full of life,
who was visiting the family at one time,
was put info one of the insulated heds,
with the result that he tossed and tumbl-
ed, but was unable to slee)p soundly.
The following night the insulators were
renmoved and the young man slept  sound-
ly. 'The third night the insulaters were

not shx'p.
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