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FIRST THINGS FIRST. 

MR. SPURGEON’S SERMON TO 
THE BANKERS OF LONDON. 

  

A philosopher has remarked that, if a 
man’ knew that he had thirty years of 
life before him, it would not be an un- 
wise thing to spend twenty of those 

and putting himself under rule; for he 
would do more with the ten well arran- 

ged years than with the whole thirty if 

and the earth and all the meadows that 
are therein will perish with drought. 
As to the sun, they observe with pleas- 
ing despondency that he has spots. His 
light they hardly notice; but they dote 
upon his spots with amiable horror. 
Minds of this sort 

“Find poisonglin trees, death in running brooks, 
Dirges in ston®s. and ill in everything.” 

LEAVE THE REINS IN GOD’S HANDS, 

According to our Saviour, anxiety 

about carnal things is heathenish : ‘After 

all these things do the Gentiles seek,’ 
They have no God and ro providence; 
and, therefore they try to be a provi- 
dence to themselves. As for the man 
of God who can say, ‘God’s providence 
is mine inheriteace,” why should he pine 
away with trouble? Let the heir of heaven 
act a nobler part than the mere man of 
the world, who has his portion in this 
life, and lives without God and without 
hope. Our distrust of our God is child- 
ish and dishonoring. I was going 
through these streets one day, driven by 
a friend in a four wheeled chaise; and he, 
being a good driver, must needs drive 
into narrow places, where it seemed to 
me that we should be crushed by the 
vans and omnibuses. I shrank back, in 
my timidity, and expressed my unwise 

you cannot trust me, would you like to 
drive yourself?” From that ambition I 
was wholly free; and I assured him that 
he might drive as he liked, rather than 
make me the charioteer. = Surely, the 
Great God might well put the same pré® 
posai to those who are complaining of his 
providence. If we cannot trust Aim, could 
we manage better ourselves! If we are 
men in Christ, let us believe in our God, 
and leave the goverance of the great 
world outdoors, and of the little world 
within our own gates, to the Lord God, 
our heavenly "Father who will surely 
cause all things to work together for 
good to them that love him. 

Tt is plain that within us there is a 
propensity to be anxious, Can we not 
utilize it ? Can we not turn it to account? 
I think so. Someare naturally thought- 
ful and careful ; can they not transform 
his tendency into a benefit ? We havea 
tendency to be anxious, Very well, let us 
be anxious ; but let our anxiety run in; 
the right direction Here isa mental heat ;   he spent them at random. There is 

much truth in that saying. A man 
will do little by firing off his gun, if he 
has not learned to take aim. 

Possibly I address myself to some who 
have hitherto lived at haphazard; and if 

so, I invite them to a more hopeful 
method of living. To have a great 
many aims and objects is much the same 
thing as having no aims at all; for, if a 
man shoots at many things, he will hit 
none, or none worth the hitting. It is 
a grand thing to know what we are liv- 
ing for, and to live for a worthy object, 
with the undivided energy of our being. 
Shall we, when the end comes, have 

made a success of life? Has our object 
been a right one, and has it been wisely 

Are the resultsof our conduct 
such as we shall wish them to have been 
when the conflict of this mortal life is 
over! These questions deserve considera- 
tion at once. 

What position should religion occupy 
in your life and mind ? The answer 
must depend very much upon another 
question: What is religion, and what 
does religion itself demand? What are 
the requirements of the great God, and 
of the soul, and of eternity? This ques 
‘tion has suggested to me the text upon 
which I shall speak this afternoon: 

  

  
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and |of position ave less dilligent in winning | is true. 

souls than the poor workers they employ . | Jus righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added vmto yow.”—Matthew vi, 
33. 

Here is an account ot 

  

: 

WHAT TRUE RELIGION IS. 

~ According to the words of Christ Jesus 
our Lord, it is ‘the kingdom of 
his righteousness.” Just now I read to 

~~ You a portio 
5: 2434; aH I read it to you that you 

~ might note that our text occurs in the 

od and 

of Scripture, Matthew vi, 

‘midst of 8 warning against undue 
‘Undue anxiety is very com- 

«of us. are, nervous, 

simists about, al- 
y recogize thes 

hem evil is al- 
ut to take a 

vJ EAL 

owls" or ravens. All" their swans are 
“black. If it rains to-day, it will rain to- 
morrow and the next day, and the next, 

~ and in all probability there will be a 

   
~ deluge; orif it be fine to-day, it will be 

~wite all your energy. 

let us apply it'to-some + useful purpose. 
Our text sets befove us the true sphere of 
Christain carefulness. “Seek ye first the’ 
kingdom of God and his righteousness. ” 
Seek that with all your care ; seek that 

Be anxious about 
that. Let your whole mind run in that 
direction with eagerness and thought 
You cannot betro caretul or too energetic 
when God and righteonsness areconcern- 
ed. ; 

DAILY MISSIONARY WORK. 

Our next business should be to spread 
that kingdom—to try to bring others 
to Christ. It should be the litework of 
each man to bring others to win the 
sovereignty of the Lord Jesus. What 
opportunities most of you possess! Your 
station,your education, your wealth, all 
give you advantages for serving the Lord, 
Are you using them ? Tt is a great joy 
to the Cnristian minister to have about 
him a people who are missionaries in 
their daily lives. With great joy have I 
listened to some poor gitl who has con- 
fessed her faith in Christ, and then has 
added very timidly : ¢ There is another 
girl waiting outside who would like to 
speak to you. She works with me in the 
walehous: in the city, and I spoke to 
her, and she sought Jesus, and I believe 
she is converted.” T fear that many men 

Should it beso? He lives most and lives 
best whois the means of imparting 
spiritual life to others. May not some 

of you at the last come to a lonely end 
from lack of usefulness ? We heard, not 

long ago, of a shipwreck from which a 
mother was washed on shore, but found 

rall her children drowned. = She telegraph- 
ed to her husband two words. ‘Saved.’ 
The next was full of misery: ‘Saved 
alone.” Ah me! would you or Ilike to 
have it so—‘Saved alone’? God forbid. 
When we reach heaven-gate may we be 

able to say, ‘Here am I and the children 
thou hast given me,’ This is the mean- 
ing of that first word—¢ Seek the king- 
dom of God,’ The reign of our Lord is 

to be our, main SolEk if we would lead 
a well-ordered, useful, happy and hon- 
ored life. pe 

Our text has a second word : ‘Seek first 
the kingdom of God and fis righteous- 
ness.’ 
‘By the phrase ‘ nis righteousness,’ 1 

understand tha{ power in the world 
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true, and pure. Everything in this 
world which is holy, and honest, and of 
good repute, may count upon the 
Christian as its friend ; for it is part of 
God’s righteousness, Does drunkenness 
eat out the very life of onr nation? Do 
you want men of temperance to battle 
with this evil 1 The Christian man cries : 
¢ Write down my name.” When the 
slave had to be freed, the subjects of 
God’s kingdom were to the front in that 
deed of righteousness; and to-day, if 
oppression 1s to be put down, we dare 
not refuse our aid. If the people are to 
be educated, and better housed, we hail 
the proposal with delight. If the hor- 
rible sin of the period is to be denounced 
and punished, we may not shrink from 
the loathsome conflict. Let cach man in 
his own position labor after purity ; and, 
as (God shall help us, we may yet sweep 
these streets of their infamies, and de 
liver our youth from pollution. Every 
Christian man should say of every 
struggle for better things: ¢ TI am in it, 
cost what it may.’ Hosts of your pro- 
fessors of religion forget to seek God's 
righteousness, and seem to suppose that 
their principal business is to save their 
own souls—poor little souls that they 
are! Their religion is barely sufficient 
to fill up the vacuum within their own 
ribs, where their hearts should be. This 
selfishness is not the religion of Jesus. 
The religion of Jesus is unselfish ; it en- 
lists a man as a crusader against every- 
thing that is unrighteous. We are 
knights of the red eross, and our blood- 
less battles are against all things that 
degrade our fellowmen, whether they be 
causes social, political or religious. We 
fight for everything that is good, true 
and just. 

Undefiled religion is a vital matter ; 
it is in the life of the man. I am 
afraid that the religion of some people is 
like ine de 

THE SHELL OF THE HERMIT CRAB. 

At sea the dredge’ brings up creeping 
things innumerable, and among them 
creatures which/have their own natural 
shells to 1ive in; but here comes a fellow 
who has annexed the shell of a whelk, 
and bears it about :as if it were his own. 
He lives in it. while it suits hun, and he 
gives up the tenancy when it becomes 
inconvenient ; the. "shell is not part of 
himself. Avoid such a religion. Be- 
ware of a Sunday shell, and week day 

without the shell.” That religion which 
you can part with. you had better part 
with. If you ean get rid of it, get vid of 
it. Hf itis not "part and parcel of your- 
self, it is good for nothing, It it does 
not vun right through you like a silver 
thread through a piece of embroidery, it 
will not avail for your eternal salvation. 

I said just now that tiue godliness 
must be diffusive, and I return to the 
statement. I remember a remark of 
of John Newton, once rector of St. Mary 
Woolnoth, across the road. He was a 
thovonghly Calvinistic preacher; but 
when one asked him whether he believed 
in Calvinism, he replied, ‘Iam a Cal- 
vinist, but I do not take it as children 

eat Jumps of sugar; [ use it to flavor all 
my preaching, as men use sugar in tea 
or food.” Hypocrites swallow religion 
in Jumps, inviting all to admire the 
quantity ; but sincere seekers after 
righteousness quietly dissolve their god- 
liness in their livess and sweeten all 
their common relationships therewith. 
The real saint flavors his ordinary life 
with grace, so that his wife and his 
children, his servants and his neighbors, 

are the better tor it, Mr. Rowland Hill 
used to say that a man was not a true 

Christian if his dog and his cat were 
not the better off for it. That witness 

A man’s religion ought to be 
to him what perfume is toa rose, or 
light to the sun. It should be the neces- 
sary outcome of his existence. If his life 
is not fragrant with truth, and bright 
with love, the question arises whether 

he knows the religion of our Lord Jesus. 
The division between sacred and secular 
is most unbappy to both divisions of 
life : we ‘want them united again. In 
the days of Queen Mary, a foolish spite 
dug up the bones on the wife of Bucer. 
Poor woman | she had done no ill, except 
that she had married a teacher of the 
Gospel ; but she must «needs be dragged 
from her grave taebe buried in a dung- 
hill for that grave offense. =~ When 
Elizabeth cawe to the throne, her bones 
were buried again; but to make the 

body secure from any future malic of 
bigots our pradent’ forefathers took the 
relics of ‘a certain Popish saint, who was 
enshrined at Oxford, and mixed the 

remains of the two deceased persons past 
all chance of separation. Thus Mistress 
Bucer was secured from furthur disre- 

spect by her unity with the body of one 

of the canonized ; I want the secular to 

be thus secured by union with the sacred. 

  If we could only feel that our common 
acts are parts of a saintly life, they 
would not so often be done carelessly? 
If we lay our poor daily life by itself, it 
will be disregarded ; but, if we combine 
it with our holiest aspirations and ex- 
ercises, it will be preserved. Our religion 
must be part and parcel of our daily life, 
and then the whole of our life will be 
preserved from the destroyer, Doth not   the Scripture say, ‘Whether ye eat or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.’   

RELIGION THE FIRST MATTER. 

ft is time that I changed the subject, 
and dwelt upon a further theme. Here 
is an account of the proper position of 
true religion. ‘Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God and his righ:eousness.’ 

Let the word ‘first’ indicate to you 
the order of time. Yeu know those 
venerable city gentlemen. I hope you 
reverence them as I do, since they are 

the embodiment of wisdom. One of 
these said to his son, ‘William, I am 
pleased to see you incline toward religion. 
But take my advice, an l be reasonable. 
[ bave been in business now for forty 
years and my advice is, stick to trade 
and make money, and then attend to 
religion. ~~ Now, the young man, as 
young men are apt to do, had begun to 
think for himself ; and, for a wonder, 
his thoughts ran in the right groove; 
and therefore he replied : ¢ Father, I am 
always grateful to you for your good 
advice, but this time you must excuse 
me if I differ from you; for the Scrip- 
ture says, ‘ Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness, and there- 
fore I cannot go in for making money 
first, but I must at once serve God ; and 
yet Thope I may be none the less 
attentive to business. It is a good rule 

| to begin as you means to go on. That 
son was wiser than his counsellor. My 
Lord Mayor will not saw that he was 
wrong, I am quite sure; nor will any: 

  
seek first the kingdom of God while en- 
gaged in business. True godliness is as 
good for this life as tor thenext. Ifl1 
had to die like adog, I would still wish 
to be a Christian, 

Seek the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness first, by giving to true 
religion a soveretgnity over your lives. 
The helm by which life is steered should 
be in the hand of God. To glorify God 
and promoted righteousness should be 
our master passion. This Aaron’s rod 
should swallow upall other rods. Be 
first a man of God ; atter that a banker, 

or a merchant, or working-man. I like 

to see our public men first Christians, 
thea Englishmen, then Conservatives, 
or Liberals, or Radicals, as their con- 

victions sway them ; but in any case 
let aman be first a man, ot God. I 

| would to God that our politics, our 

literature, our art, 

  

  
| merchandise, our 

| were all saturated with this idea—¢ First 
a Christian.” Then the secondary 

| character would rise in excellence and 

nobility. Science, social laws, trade 
usages, domestic life, would all be the 
better for coming under the supremacy 

of living religion. The fear of God 

should be the foundation and the 
topstoue of the socinl edifice. ¢ Christ 

first, and other things in their due 

order. Over and above all, let con- 

secration to God suine forth even as 

the pillar of fire in the wilderness 
covered and illuminated the entire 

camp of Israel. 
I may honestly claim five minutes 

| more "to c@mplete the hour allotted to 

| this service ; and I will spend it by 

taking account of the promise here 

made to those who ‘seek first the 

kingdom of God, and his righteousness.’ 
Does any one demand, ‘What will 
become of our business if we place 
godliness first? ~~ The answer is in the 
text : “All these things shall be added 
unto’ you.’ A young man beginning 
life, resolving that he will do everything 
in the fear of God, and that as God 

helps him he will do nothing that is 
contrary to the mind of the Lord Jesus 
Christ—shall he prosper He shall get 
on so far as this : he shall have bread to 

eat, and raiment to put on—all that is 

needed for this life ¢ shall be added to 
him,’ 

MONEY MANIA, 

The wording of the text, ‘All these 
thin. shall be added unto you,’ reminds 
we that the acquisition of property 
olen decreases a man rather than adds 
to him. Have you not seen a man 
become visibly smaller as his riches 

grew greater? It is a wretched sight, 

which has often pained me. I have 
distinctly seen a man become ‘the 

architect of his own fortune,’ and the 

destroyer of himself? He has built up 
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body here, who has tried what it is to 
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