
    

    

  

    

   

   

  

™\ ways been quoted as a case of salvation 
“at the eleventh hour ; and so, indeed, he 
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| Evangelists says : The thieves a so, which 

would use it so injariously ; he must be 
hopelessly bad who would draw from 
sin. I trust, however, that the narrative 
is not often so used, even by the worst 
of men ; and I feel sure that it will not 
be so used by any one of you. It can- 
not be properly turned to such a 
purpose ; it might be used as an en- 
couragement to thieving just as much 
as to the delay of repentance. I might 
say : “I may be a thief because this thief 
was saved, just as rationally as I mi_ht 
say : J may put off repentance because 
this thief was saved when he was about 
to die. 

I do no! think, dear friends, that the 
only specialty about the thief is the late- 
ness of his repentance. So far trom 
being the only poiat of interest, it is not 
even the chief point. To som: minds, 
at any rate, other points will be even 
more remarkable. 

First, then I think you ought to 
notice very carefully the singularity and 
specialty of \ 

  

  THE MENS BY WHICH THE THIER 

WAS CONVERTED, 

How de you think it was? Well, we 
do not kmow.. We cannot tell, It 
seems te me that the man was an uncos- 
‘verted. impenitent thief when they nailed 
him to the cross, because one of the 

‘were evucified with himy cast the same’ 
in hi-teeth. -Assaredly nobody preach-   3 S38) 
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FOR THE TIME BEING, 
    How longis that ? A space as brief. 

As takes the wiirling Autumn lea bi 
To reach the swarl. the April flat 5 
To change to dew, tis wave to bresk / 

Now shoreward flacdng ? 

For the time being ! i 
How long is that? Ax long perchance, 
As while a merry thought dsth glance 
Across the deep and well lived eyes 7 
As long as terms of tears gad sighs, 

The full heart fresing ¥ 

For the time being ! 
How long is that 7 T wait to hear, 
A breathing space, a day, a year, 
Till this life's silent hoands be won, 
And other unknown life begun 

Past sound, past seeing? 

For the tive being ! 
it in forever as I think, 
A ceaseless adding link by link, 
A series, as of wates at sea ; 
For tell me when time shall not be, 

In fate’s decreeing 7 ; 

For the tims being ! : 
{I is thy word.) "Thou dost not knew. 
much promise will not let thee go ; 
Since time shall never cease to ne, 
I ask hut this—that thow'lt love me 

For the time beiny 

  

  

XE. SPURGEON HOLDS HIM UP IX 4 NEW 

LIGHT, 

  

“Bus the other answering, rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art 
in the sane condemmation ¥ And we indeed justly; focwe receiv: the die reward.of our 
deeds ; but this Man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom.” — Luke, 
XXIII, 40 —42. 

A great wany persons, whenever they 
hear of the conversion of the dying thief, 
remember that he was saved in the ve y 
article of death, and they dwell upon 
that fact, and that alone. He hassl- 

8, “In his case it is jroven that as long 
~ 45'a rman can repent, he can obtain for- 
-giv&aess. The cross bf Christ avails even 
for & man hanging oun a gibbet, and 
drawfignear to his last hour. He who 
is mightyn to cave was mighty, even 
during HiSywy death, to pluck others 

of the destroyer, though 
they wore inthg act of expiring. 

Bug that isi everything which the 
story teaches W\ qt is always a pity 
to look exclusive, upon ome point, and 
thus to miss eve, else—perhaps miss that which is\_ ° important. 
often has this been 

  

     
              

    

      

     

   

   

driven in a wrong dil 
~ wish to protest against 3 

to be a common error. Ty 
day, that this story of the, . ief 
ought not to be taken as He 
ment to death-bed repentan rethren, 

ot think 
4% yever to 

~ be so used as to lead people to \ pone | 
Tepéntance toa dying bed, HQC 
“correctly No Chrstion wan ¢ \ ot 

RLS dl ¢ Me 

  
  

    

[not svenseem to have had an instemction, - DOW. 1550008 “ : ny A 3 : {or an invitation, or am ‘expostulation ad- 

{ed this poor thief! Tt strikes me that 
it thay have been the Sight of our great 
Lotd and Saviowr. There wis, to begin 

Bordon Ge dumb Hein! 4177 10% © Hc Sl kB SL PED b AHN 
eax the road to he cross; © Perhaps the 

laocigty ; but he had never seen a Man 

| by a cross bearer of his look end fashion. 

j majestic Personage could be. He heard | 
jthe women w ep, 
| himself whether anybody would ever 
| weep for him. 

{been struck with wonder. 

{ithe women, and of the self-forgetfulness 
{wich a stzange relenting 
{#m angel had cpo<sed his path, and open- 

{ man 

ed ‘a.sermon, to. him, no evangelistic; 
address wag delivered at the footwof his 
cross. and, no. meeting was held for 
specaal prayer on higaccount. He does. 

dréssed to him ; ‘and yet this wan be- 
cate a sincere and ‘accepted believer in| 
the Lord Jesus Christ, "7 100 Toads 

robber had mixed -up -with-all sorts of 
like this. Never had cross been carried 

The robber wondered who this meck and 

and he wondered in | 

He thought that this 

the gospel out of the lips of Christs 
enemies, They said: He saved others, 
Ah! thought he, did he save others? 
Why should be not save me! What a 
grand bit of gospel that was for the dying 
thief : He saved others! I think I 
could swim to heaven on that plank, He 
saved others; because, if he saved others, 
he can of a surety save me. 

Thus the very things that the enemies 
disdainfully threw at Christ would be 
gospel to the poor dying man. When it 
has been my misery to read any of the 
wretched prints that are sent us out of 
scorn, in which our Lord is held up to 
ridicule, 1 have thought, Why, perhaps 
those who read those loathsome blas. 
phemies may, nevertheless, learn the 
gogpe! from them! You may pick a 
jewel from a dunghill, ana find its 
radiance undiminished; and you may 
gather the gospel from a blasphemous 
mouth, and it shall be none the less the 
gospel of salvation. 
But now I want you to think with me 
a little upon the specialty of this mans 

| faith; for I think it was 
oA VERY SINGULAR EAITH 

that this mam. exerted toward 
Jesus Christ, a i" 

I greatly question whether the equal 
afd the paralled of the dying thiefs 
faith will be readily found outside the 
Scriptures, or even ia the Scriptures. 
Observe, that this man believed in 
Christ uthen he literally’ saw him dye 
the death of a felon under circamstan sos 
of the greatest personal shame: You 
‘have mever realized what it was to be 
cruciied. None of sou - could da that ; 
fr the sight has never been seen iw our 
day in, England. There is not ‘a man or 
.woman here who has ever realized, in: 

“his or her own mind, the actual death of Fe AE a i La od sui] ewe 4 Clg, Ty 
‘What do you think must have-convert- | 

@st. It stands beyond us. This man 
saw it with lis own eyes; and for him to 
call Jide Lotd who was hanging on a 
gibbet, wus no ‘swall triumph of faith. 
For bi to ask Jesus to” remember him, 
‘when he came into his kingdom, though 

he suw that Jesus bleeding his lite away, 
aad hounded to the death, was a splen- 
did act of reliance. For him te commit 
‘his everlasting destiny into the hands of 
On: who was, to all appearanee, unable 
even ‘to preserse his own life, was a 
@oble achievement of faith, I say that 
‘this ‘dying thief leads the van in the 
matter of faith; tor what he saw of the 
@ircumstances of the Saviour was calcul   must be some wery singular Person that! 

When ke heard that ! 

me, but for yoer children, he must have 
: When he 

came to think, in his death Jpengs, oi the 
singular look of pity which &esus cast on 

g'; 1t was as if   
| ed his eyes to a new world.znd ta new | 

form of manheed, the like ¢f which be’ 
had never seem before. He and his 
companion were coarse, rough fellows ; 
this was a delicately formed and fashion- 
ed Being, of superior order to himself ; 
yes, and of superior orderte any other 
of'the sons of men. Who ceuld he be ! 
What must he be? Though he could see 
that he suffered and fainted ss he went 
aleng, he marked that there was mo 
werd of complaining, no note of execra- 
tiam, in return for the revilings cast upon 
him. His eyes looked love on those 
whe glared on him with hate. Surely 
that march along the Via Dolorosa was 
the first part ofthe sermon which God 
preached to that bad man’s heart. 

Wheu Le saw the Saviour surrounded 
by the Roman soldiery—saw the 
executioners bring forth the hammers 
and the nails. and lay him down upon 
his back, and dive the nails into his 
hands wad feet, this crucified criminal 
wus startled and astonished as he heard 
him say: ¢I'ather, forgive thew ; for 
they know not what they do. He 
himself, probably, had wet his execution 
ers With a curse; "but be herd this 

breathe a prayer to the great 
Father : and, as a Jew, as he probably 
was, he understcol what was meant by 
such a prayer. But it did astound 
him to hear Jesus pray for his murder - 
ers. That was a petition the like of 
which he had never heard, nor even 
dreamed of. From whose lips could it 
come but from the lips of a Divine 
Being t Such a loviug, forgiving. Glod- 
like prayer, proved him to be the Messias, 
Who else had ever prayed so ? Certainly 
not David and the kings of Israel, who, 
on the contrary. in all honesty and heart. 
ness, imprecated the wrath of God upon 
their enemies, Elias himself-would not 
have prayed in that fashion ; rather 
woo id he have called five from heaven on 
the centurion nun bis coutpuiny. 

Pejadveature, this dying thief read 

  

  
  

‘never went to communion; and never 

ha peopleshowld stand That Him with" d to contradict rather than help his 
1 tears in their eyes. 
[mysterious Sufferer say, wo solemnly 
|¥aughters of Jerusalem, weep not for 

gonfidence. 
+ Recollect, teo; that at that moment 
when the thief believed in Christ, all the 
disciples had forsaken him and fled. John 
wight be lingering ‘at a little gistance, 
and holy women: may have stoed farther 
af; but no one was present bravely to 
champion the dying Christ. Judas had 
«old lnm. Peter had denied him, and the 
veas bad forsaken him; and it was then 
that the dving thief called Him ‘Lord, 
and said; ‘Remember me when Thou 
comest into Thy kingdom.” [ call that 
splendid faith. Why, some of you do 
not believe, though you are surrounded 
with Christian frieads—though yon are | 
urged on by the testimony of those 
who you rezard with Jove; but this man, 
alt alone, comes out, and calls Jesus his 
Lord: 

And it seems to me that 
point adds splendor tothat faith; namely, 
that he ddmself avas in extreme torture. 
Bemember, he was crucified. It was a 
crucified man trusting in a crucitied 
Christ. Oh! when our frame is racked 
with torture, when the tenderest nerves 
ate pained, when our body is hung up to 
die by we know not what great length of 
torment, then to forget the present, and 
live in the future, is a grand achieve- 
ment of faith, While dying, to turn 
your sotl with Him, is very marvelous 
faith. Blessed thief. because they put 
theedown at the bottom, as one of the 

our Loardd 

| 

another 

  Lord Jesus Christ ; and that is the very 
essence of baptism. He confessed Christ. 
Did he not acknowledge Him to his 
fellow-thief? It wasag open a confession 
as he could make it. Did he not ae- 
knowledge Christ before all that were 
gathered around the cross who were 
within hearing? It was ag public a 
confession as he could possibly cause it to be, Yet certain cowardly fellows 
claim to be Christians, though they have 
never confessed Christ to a single person 
and then they quote this poor thief as an | 
excuse. Are they nailed to the cross ! 
Ave they dying in agony? Oh! no; 
and yet they talk as it they could claim 
the exemption which these circumstances 
would ‘give them. What a dishonest 
piece of business ! 

The fact is, that our Lord requires an 
open comtession as well as a secret faith. 
It theve be a true faith, there must be a 
declaration of it. [f you are candles, 
and God bas lit you, “ Let your light so 
shine before men, that may see your 
good works, and glorify your father 

{ which is in heaven.” Soldiers of Christ 
| must, like Her Majesty’s soldiers, wear 
their regimentals; and if they are 
ashamed of their regimentals, they ought 

to be drummed out of the regiment. + 
I believe that many Christian people 

get into a deal of trouble through pot 
being honest in their convictions. For 
instanne, if a man goes into a workshon 
or a soldier into a barrack room, and if 
he does not fy his flag from the first, it 
will be very difficult for him to run it 
up afterwasd. Bat it he immediately 
and boldly lets them know, I am a 
Christian man, and there are certain 
things that I cannot do to please you, 
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help doing, though they displease you— 
when that is clearly understood, arter a 
while the singularity of the thing will 
be gone, and the man will be let alone 3 
but if he is a little sneaky, and thinks 
that he is going to please the world and 
please Christ too, he is in for a rongh 
time, let him depend upon it. His life 
will be that of a toad under a harrow, or 
a fox in a dog-kennel, if hie tries the way 
of compromise 

The newt thing he did was to rebuke his 
Jellow-sinner. He spoke to him in answer 
to the ribaldry with which he had 
assailed our Lord. I do not know what 
the unconverted convict had been blas= 
phemously saying, but his converted 
comrade spoke very honestly to him. 
Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou at 
in the same condemnation? Aud we 
indeed justly ; for we receive the due 
reward of our deeds ; but this Man hath 

    
and certaiv other things that I cannot 
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Night of Meeting, and name of 
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St. Stephen; Howard, 1; Friday ; S Webber Milltown St. Ste hen; Wilberforce, 3; M y ea Mo Allister. oi 4 rket Building, St. John ; Gurne , ©; Thurs. day ; John P. Bell. 4 % Orange Hall, Portland ; Portland, 7; Monday A. XY. Paterson. : Market Building, St. John : Albion, 14 ; Wed- nesday ; .J. S. B. DeVebber, 
Gagetown; Queens, 21 3 Saturday ; 
DeVeber. 

Chatham ; 
Stothart. 

St. John ; Mariners and Mechanics, 38 ; Thurs: day; Robt. Wills, 
Hillsboro, Albert Co.; Albert, 39; Wednesday 4 J. J. Steeves. 
Sackville, West. Co.; Sackville, 40 ; Tuesday J. C. Harper. ; 
Richibucto, Kent Co.; Richibucto, 42 ; Wednes- day ; A. Haines. 
Kingston, Kent Co ; 

B. 8. Bailey. 
Newcastle ; Newcastle, 45 ; Thursday; D. Me- Gruar. 
Point de Bute, West. Co.; Westmorland, 50 ; Thursday ; J. Amos Trueman, 
Hopewell Hill, Albert Co.5 Golden Rule, 51; Tuesday; 1, R. Moore, 
Pennfield, Charlotte C.;5 Safeguard, 58; Satur- day; W. N. Bucknam. 
Cambridge, Queen’s Co.; J ohunston, 62; Satur- day; George S. Wilson, HA 
Dalhousie; Dalhousie, 64; M onday; G. Haddow. Baie Verte ; Baie Verte, 65 ; Wednesday ; R. Goodwin, 
Dover, West. Co.; 

teeves, = - 

Hoo) 

Northumberland, 37; Friday; G 

Kingston, 44 ; Tuesday ; 

Dover, 70; Saturday; W 

Henry Finch. 
Derby, North.Co.; Nelson, 99; Monday; J. Betts 

- Douglastown, North. Co.; Caledonia, 126; Tues- 
day; J. Henderson. 

_day: Jacob I. Keirstead. 
Upper Gagetown, Queens Co.; Oxford, 134 Saturday; Jamex E. Coy. 
Beaton, Carleton Co.; Garibaldi, 151; A. Teed. 
St. Martins, St. John Co. 3 St, Martins, 164 

Tuesday; Cudlip Miller, 

Salisbury, West. Co, ; Crystal Stream, 191 
Saturday ; C. A. Beck. : 

South Bay, St. Jolin Co. ; Lime Rock, 20% Monday; Wm. Roxborough, 
Milford, St John Co.; Everett, 238; Wednesday 

John Waring, ; 
Moncton ; Intercolonial, 243; Friday ; Wallace 

- Armour, 
Victoria Mills, Wes#, Co.; Victoria, 245 ; Thurs- 

day; A. J. Main. 
Baillie, St. James, Char, Co, ; Baillie, 248 ; Wed- nesday ; J. W. Mann. 
Weldford, Kent, ('o ; Harcourt, 249 ; Saturday; 

H. Wather. 
Portland ; Valley, 250 ; Tuesday ; J. Fowler. Butternut Ridge, King’s Co; Havelock, 251 

Friday ; E. Keith, 
Petitcodiac, West. Co.; 

day; D. Jonah, 
Lewis Mountain, West, Co.; 

Saturday ; R. Lewis. 
Deer Island, Char, Co. 

day; A. TI. Lloyd. 
Millstream, Kings Clo. ; Britannia, 255; Friday ; C. W. Weyman. : 
Little Ridge, Char, Co. ; Spreading Oak, 276 Tuesday; A. F. Matheson, 
Pie Lansdowne, 257; Thursday; H. H. 

Pitts. 

Petitcodiac, 252; Tues- 

Sunnyside, 253:   done nothing amiss. It is move than 
ever needful in these days that believers 
in Christ 

SHOULD NOT ALLOW SIN TO GO UNREBUKED; 
and yet a great many of them do so. Do 
you not kuow that a person who is 
silent when a wrong thing is said or done 
may become a parvicipatcr in the sin? 
If you do not rebuke sin—I mean, of 

[course, on all fit occasions and 
proper spurib—vour silence will vive | 
| consent tu the sin, and you will be 4 
|aider and abettor init. A man saw a | 
robbery, anl who did not cry, Stop | 
thiet { would be thought to be in league | 

| with the thief; und the man who can | 
hear swearing, or see impurity, and | 
never utter a word of protest may well | 
question whether he is right himself, 
Our other mens sins make up a great 
item in our personal guilt unless we in 
any wise rebuke them. This our Lord 
expects us todo. The dying thief did | 
it, and did it with all his heart ; and 
therein far exceeded large numbers of 
those who hold their heads high in the 
church, 

Next, the dying thief made a full 
confession of his guilt. He said to bim 
who was hanged with him, Dost not 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the 

  

    least of saints, 1 think that I must bid 
thee come up higher, and take one of the | 
uppermost seats among those who by | 
faith have glorified the Chriss of God | | 

But now, thirdly. as God shall help 
me, [ wish to show you arother specialty, | 
namely, in : | 

THE RESULT OF HIS FAITH 

Ob! I have heard people say, ‘Well, 
you see, the dying thief was converted; 
but then he was never baptized. He 

joined the Church.” He could not do 
either; and that which (fod himself 
renders impossible to us he does not de- 
mand of us. He was nailed to the 
cross, how could he be baptised? But 
he did a great deal more than that; for 
if he could not carry out the outward 
signs, he most manifestly exhibited the 
things which they signified, whicn in his | 
Condirgm wus better stiti, 

Lhis dying thief first of abt confessed the 
i. {28 

  
CPreNN Land Ais prayer és directed 

same con/emnation? And we indeed | 
justly, Nou many words, but what a 
world of meaning was 
indeed justly, 

1n them—we | 

Yon and Lave dying for! 
onr crimes, said he, and we deserve to | 
die. In tis man’s case, his repentice | 
glittercd like « holy tear in the eye of 
hisfaith was and be jeweled with -hedrops 
of his penitence. 

Then, see, this) dying thief defends his 
Lord right manfully. He says, We 
indeed justly, but this Man hath done 
nothing amiss. Was not that beauti- 
fully said ? He did not say, This Man 
does not deserve to die, but This Man 
hath done nothing amiss. He means 
that he is perfectly innocent. He does 
not even say he has done nothing wicked, 
but he even asserts that he has not act- 
ed unwisely or indiscreetly. This Man 
hath done nothing amiss. See, again, 
another mark of this man’s faith. He 

fo 
ll 
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