The Sabbath-$rhool.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSON.

First Quarser-l.esson II—January 13.

A SABBATH IN THE LIFE OF J ESUS.—
Mark 1 : 21-34.

" GoLDEN TEXT.—As lus custom was,
he went nto the synagogue 0N the
sabbath day.—Luke 4 : 16.

Jesus ATTENDS CHURCH ON THE

| QapBaTH—Ver. 21. And: they
went into Capernawin . to make it
their home, having been driven away
from Nazareth. dnd straightway :
the first Sabbath after Jesus came
to the city. On the sabbath day, he
entored into the synfgogue. Syna-
gogue means “ a place of assembling

together,” and corresponds  to
« church” in our day. There were
morz than 450 in ‘Jerusalem.

Schools and colleges were often con-
nected with them. No priests min
istered in them. The services were
more like our prayer-meetings, than
like Sabbath morning services.
JESUS TEACHES WITH AUTHORITY:
—Vers. 21, 22. And taught. 1t
was common to call upon any suit-
able person to speak in the syna-
gogue. And they weve astonished
at lhis doctrine. Both what he
taught and the manver and spirit
and authority of it. For he taught
them as sone that had authority.
The authority cf one who knows.
His eharacter, his unselfishness, his
holy life, his divine deeds, gave
Jesus great personal power in his
teaching. The teacher will speak
with authority just in so far as the
truth is a part of his own being.
And not as the scribes. The scribes
were the learned men of the Jewish
nation. :

THE AUTHORITY CONFIRMED BY
MiracLE. CastiNg ouT UNCLEAN

iSpiriTs.— Vers. 23-28. And there
avas n their synagogue.  As part of
the audience on that day. 4 man
with am wunclean spiret. Or under
the influence of an unclean spirit.
And he cried out. Made a sudden
exclamation during the exercises.
Saying, Let us alone ; what have we
to do with thee, thow Jesus of
Neazareth?  Art thou come to destroy
“wers? They realized that the mission
of Jesus was indeed ¢ to destroy the
works of the devil.” [ know thee
who thow art. The demon knew
something of the works going on in
- the invisible world. Z%e¢ Holy One

of God. Such is Christ, both mor-
ally and officially,

And Jesus rebuked him : <. e., the
evil spirit. Hold thy peace, and
~ come out of him. Two distinct per-
sonalities are here recognized. The
demon is treated as a person as
much as the man, Adnd when the
unclean spirit had torn ham. Con-
vulsed him. Cried with a loud
votce. The uttcrance of a cry of
pain, of the demon through the
man's organs. He came out of ham.
He was compelled to obey the su
perior power of Jesus. And they
were all amazed . ... questioned
Each turned to his neighbor, in as-
tonishment, to ask his opinion.
And immediately hns fame. The re-
port about him and his wonderful
works. Throughout oll the region
round about Galilee.

PETER’S MOTHER-IN-LAW CURED
oF A FEvER.—Vers. 29-31. And
Jorthwith, Jesus and his disciples
went directly from the synagogue to
Peter’'s house. Entered wnto the
house of Svmon and Andrew. Ttis
possible and probable that Peter’s
house was to Jesus in the north
something like what the house of
Lazarus at Bethany was in the
south. *But Svmon's wife’s mother.
This distinctly implies that Peter
was married. It seems stran e that
Romanists can s0 insist on the celi-
bacy of the clergy, when Peter him-
self, of whom the Pope is imagined
to be the successor, was a married
man, Lay sick of o fever. That
she was entirely prostrated by it is
evident by the language here, “lay
sick of a fever.” And he came and
400k her by the hand. Not because
it was necessary, but it would make
it evident that the miraculous cure
proceeded from him. And immeds
ately the fever left her. He willed,
and it was done. She ministered
unto them. Supplying food and any
other needed attentions.

MANY CURED OF MANY DiSEASES.
—Vers. 32-34. At even, when the
sun did set, they brought. The

*news of the nwiiraculous cures
wrought by Jesus attracted multi-
tudes to him, all supplicating for
belp. All that were diseased,  pos-
sessed with devils. Al the city.
The effect was to rouse and gather
the entice population of the city, to
obtain healing for themselves or
friends. At the door: of Peter’s
house. And he healed many. Not
that some were left unhealed, but
that he healed them all ;5 and ;;hose
whom he thus healed were many,

And suffered (permitted) not the -

3

devils to speak : for the same reason
that he silenced the demon 1n the
earlier part of this lesson. DBecause
they knew him: Knew that he was
the Christ, the Son of God, and
were tempted to state the fact, and,
perhaps, to plead with him. :l‘lle
Object of These Miracles. They
are the natural accompaniments of
a divine being. They were proofs
of hig divine mission. Christ came
to undo the evil which Ratan had
done. Diseases of the body are the
result of the diseases of the soul.
These miracles were signs, nov ot
power only or chiefly, but of the
love, tenderness, pity, which were
the true marks of the kingdom of

heaven.
PracricaL HINTS.

The true way to keep the Sabbath
is to follow Christ to church, to
keep the Sabbath religiously as
well as restfully.

We should have such an experi-
ence of religion that we may be able
to spenk to men with authority of
experience and knowledge. i

We can trust Christ perfectly
because all he says is with the
authority of one who knows all
things.

All that evil men want is to be
let alone, without interference in
their evil works. But Christ and
his church cannot let them alone.

Jesus is continually casting out
evil spirits frora men.

It is safe to follow one who has
power over the principalities and
powers of evil. :

Christ’s wonderful deeds prove
the truth of his wonderful words.

When any one chooses the ser-
vice of Christ. it is a good thing for
himself, his children, his wife, his
parents, his servants, and all around
him.

The nature of Christ and of Chris-
tiapity is always to help, to save,
to cure, both the body and the soul.

We have the spirit of Christ, and
are true Christians, in proportion as
we are helping and saving men.

Notice, in the ministry of Jesus,
(1) he was active ; (2) he went where
people were ; (3) he went where the
busrest people were—those at work ;
(4) he went where worshipping peo-

ple were ; (5) he went where needy
people were.
—_—— -~ —————
Our Intellectual Life.

The remarks of Mr. G. Mercer Adam
on “The Intellectual Aspect of Political
Independence” is vorthy of notice He
said :
No one will affirm that the intellect-
ual life of Canada, represented by its
literature, bears any reasonable relation
zg the activity manifested in its material
ncerns. It may be said and no doubt
justly, that in a4 young community we
must not look for that degree of intél-
lectual lite which finds expression in the
flower of a grand literature, or in the ex-
pansive and varied forms of a distinctive-
ly original .and rich creative work.
What we might look for, at least, is, that
in some regicts of intellectual labor—in
politics, for inst.ice—Canada should
show some well-defi..cd marks, not only
of breadth of culture and power of vision,
but of high achievement and ardent as-
piration in a nationward course. Do we
find this, or is 1t possible to find this, in
a political dependency ?
* * * * * *
We are still content, almost in every
iine, t¢ d=rive our mental culture second-
hand. Our intellectual cendition has
not yet got rid of the marks of a colonial
and provincial state. Our copyright
laws are not our own; and on every side
they handicap literary effort and dwarf
publishing enterprises.

and our deference to Downing Street,
if not as slavish as when the country
was strugglipg for the rights of self-
government, ill=accords with our present
political status and lauded fiscal inde-
pendence. Content to remain in this
half-fledged condition, itis no surprise
to find that there has been little blend-
Ing 1nto one national type all the pro-
vinciel currents of Canadian thought
and tl_la.t we are far as yet from securino:
a distinctly national school of literature,
.l‘he term nation, indeed, is still strance
in the mouth of our pablic men and
Canadian nationality, instead of ,beinfv
a real and constractive force, is yet onl;
a f11r§xve aspiration. Among French
Canadians, where the term is used. it
has a restricted, and, to thejr Engli’sh-
speaking brethren, an alien meanin
It may be, however, that the day wi%i
soon come—perhaps in war, or through
the ferment of a great political upheaval
—whun_ the untoward influences we
hgve veferred to shall pass away, and
woen sectional hostility, racial jeatlous
and religious cleavage shall give placsfle
to national unification, patriotic aspi.
ration and the consolidating forces Iof
an ardent mnational sentiment, That
:lhe.. c.iay may come quickly must he .t,he
utl_l.lg, 9f every patrict heart. With
. ;:adqsxre must be the further one, that
1an political parties, which have

long survived their
long slender st, ;
prlnclpleg, and been living on the?ikpa:f;

| In treaty-mak- !
Ing we are still wn infant community,

- reciral.

—

and far from holiest traditions, n'.a__\"rlse
regenerated ard purified, and address
themselves to the task of pat,motl‘ca_liy
consolidating the nation and of giving
vein o its noblest intellectu! and moxjal
energies through a stable national in-
dependence.

o T |

Nice Place.

A

One does not kear much of the Western
States in these years as a paradise for #2’
tlers. The stories that come from that ue-
lectable reé;ion now are usually the reverse
of pleasent. Oue day it is a-story of dread-
ful disaster by a Dblizzard in Mionesota,
where the supposed-to-be-prosperous far-
mers have to hunt hastily for holes 1n the
ground to escape the biting blast. Next,
well-authenticated reports of wide-spread
destitution in Dakota arrive. The Iate:t
attractive story 1s from Kansas. There are
starving settlers there too. Captain E. W.
Jenkins, of Mead county, Kansas, a {ronti-
er agent of a Grand Army post, is reported
in a telegram to the Chicago Herald as
saying :

The fact is, there is a very bad state of
affairs in our county. It is not to be
wondered at as our corn crop was a com-
plete failure. The real estate and loan
agents are attempting to suppress the
real condition of affairs, but it isa fact
that unless relief 1s furnished there will
be great suffering. Many of the farmers
are without food for themselves or their
horses and they have nothing to buy with.
They went there two or three years ago

with but very little money, and what lit- |

tle they did have they have been robbed
of by the money sharks who infest all the
counties, The loan agents have mort-
gages on taeir teams, on their waggons
and ploughs, on their farms, and on every-
thing that they own, so that it is impos-
sible for them to get away.
good county and we are going to stay
there, partly because we have to, but
mainly because we believe that we can
raise good crops in a favorable season.
Many of our farmers put in large fields of
corn last season and did mnet get an ear.
They must have somethiug to live on, but
there is no work to be had for there is no
money in the county. We are going
through the same experie nce that
eastern Kansas went through in 1860,
and we think the time will come when
our western counties will be as pros-
perous as the eastern part of the
State. From what I learn the same state
of affairs exists 1n all the counti¢ s of south-
west Kansas. There are at least geveral
hundred in our county who will be obliged
to depend upon the generosity of the
eastern half of the State. It will not be
necessary to go out of the State for aid, as
the citizens of the more prosperous sec-

tions of Kansas are responding liberally to |

our call, :
The eftort to make the best of a bad
bargain is plainly evident throughout this
But the evidence is plain and
need no further comment.— Empire.
EEA statement that the Empress Frederick
intended settling in England has been con-
tradicted. She intends returning to
Berlin shortly.
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