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from the angel’s hand, and it is not ?he
little book we thus get, but gomething
else; not the truth inits purity, but the
adulteration of it, and that will not do
much for us.
‘Asa church and people we have al-
ways guarded the d}gnity of the truth,
the respectability—if I may so speak—
of religion, and I hope we will continue
to do so. There is such a thing as put-
ting the book too high up for _ordma'ry
people to reach it. And that 1sa mis-
take. But it is still more a mistake to
pus it so low down that without effort,
s0 to speak, they can get at it. Then
they despise it, or if they do not ders‘plse
it, at least it does not help them. They
stay about where they are, pot lifted up,
not improved in their circumstances,
not much the better for the good done
thewm, the blessing received. It helps
men to come to church to worship. It
does them good to clean up, and rever-
ently receive the Word of God at the
angel’s hand. : :

The way we receive a thing is almost
as much to us as the thing itgelf. It
‘gives it a value and importance it could
not otherwise have, and does us a good
it could not otherwise do us. It is with
profound reverence and with the deepest
sense of responsibility John receives his
commission, takes the book. “And il
he says, and you seem to see the man
rising to the greatness of the occasion;
sand I took the little book out of the
angel’s hand.”

Then after he had received the little
book out of the angel’s hand he ate it
up. When I was much younger and
Jess experienced than I am now, I used
to think of the exile of Patmos sitting
on a rock, and trying to masticate the
sheepskin manuscript, and I .imagine.d
in my own way of looking at it that it
was hard fare, tough eating. But now
I know it was not the paper he ate, but
the contents of the bobk. And we speak
today of devouring a book. Just as we
eat food to satisfy our hunger, feed our
bodies; so we eat books, devour their
juicy conteuts, to satisfy the hunger of
the soul, feed the mind.

The tigure is thus 2 striking one, and
full of beauty and force. There is a
reading that glances over page after page |
of a book, and finds nothing in Thee Anic
perhaps there is nothing 1In 1it. And
then there is a reading that is greedy
hungry pating. It finds a feaslt of fat
things, and some of the chapters 1t chews
and chews over, and finds real nourish-
ment for the soul in them.

“Now, there is no book that can stand |
the eating that the little book in the
angel’s hand cam. Like the widow’s
handful of meal and cruse of oil, it never
The more you eat of it, the

You have been
life, chewing at

gives out.
more there is to eat.
eating here all your o
these tough pages of truth, and if you
had ten more lives to live you would
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way to eat up the little book. We
should eat it every day, eat it for food,
digest it, get ab the substance in- it', m_».ke
it ours by a sort of spiritual assimilation.

Our fathers did not have many books,
but the few they had they read, they
ate. And especially the ove little book,
they ate that. With it open before
them in the pew, they heard the preacher
preach, and they turned over its sacred
pages to find out if he was speaking the
trath. Let us as a congregation cling to
the good old Scottish fashion of having
our bibles with us, and let us watch with
our eye and hear with our ear the bless-
ed werds as the minister reads fthem.
Let us do what John did: And 1 took
the little book out of the angel’s hand,
and ate it up”’

III. THE EFFECTS OF HIS EATING.

The effects to himself of his eating the
little book were twofold, sweetness in his
mouth, and bitterness in his stomach,
¢« And I took the little book out of the
angel’s hand, and ate it up ; and it was
in my mouth sweet as honey ; and as
soon as I had eaten it, my belly was
bitter.”

We all know so well that the food
that is sweetest and most agreeable to
the taste, is not always the best for the
stomach, not always the most wholesome. |
We smack our lips, and call it gocd, and
wish there was more of it; but very
soon we are afflicted with nausea, and
suffering from headache, and utterly out
of sorts, as the result of our indulgence.
Usually, however, pleasant-tasting food
is good food, What we are not sure of
we taste, and finding it sweet in the
mouth, we eat it up, feeling sure that it
will prove wholesome nourishing food,
and we are not disappointed. There are
times indeed when no sort of food agrees
with one ; but that is not the fault of
the food. The food is good enough, and
is sweet to the taste ; but the stomach is
disordered, and turns into poison, bitter-
ness, bile, everything taken into it.

Now, we learn here, that the eating
up of the little book taken out of the
angel’s hand was mnot as gcod in its
effects as we would have expected. It
was not wholly sweetness. 1t was both
good and bad, partly sweet and partly
bitter, sweet to eat but bitter when
caten. In his mouth it was like honey
for sweetness, but when swallowed down
the sweetness turned into gall, worm-

take and eat it, then it ought to be only
good in its eftects. Pills of poison are
sometimes sugar coated to make them

Life,

the droppings of the honeycomb to your
soul. Youare sorry when the last word
comes to bs spoken. You say, “ Oh
the rich spiritual feast we had today !”

You come again, and somehow every
word out of the little book is gall aud
wormwood to you, You want to get up
and go away and never come back. It
stirs up all the bad in you, and makes
you cross with yourself, your fellow-
worshippers, everything, and you do not
like 1it. v

AhT my hearer, it is rot always the
best sign when the gospel is sweet to
your taste, when the sermon just saits
you ; nor is it always a bad sign when
it is bitter as wormwood and gall. The
word is all right, but you are not all
right. There need to be trouble, bitter-
ness, an overturning within, if you are
to be right with God, and right too
with yourself and others. If we get
at the truth in the gospel for our-
selves, if there is a real eating up of the
little book, as with
Patmos, then of necessity there will be

some considerable bitterness, anguish of

soul. Itcaunot but be. Let us not be
discouraged, therefore, if we find in our
experience that the little book is more
a grief than joy to us, a cause of bitter:
ness rather than sweetness. It is none
the lessa good to us because it is so.

How precious}is the Book Divine,

By inspiration given !

Bright as a light its doctrines shine,

To guide our souls to heaven.

It sweetly cheers our drocping hearts,

In this dark vale of tears;
light, and joy it still imparts,
And quells our rising fears.

AMEN.
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All the sin that has darkened human

life and saddened human history began

the good John of

in believing a falsehood ; all the power
of Christianity to make men holy is
associated with believing truth.—Dr. J.
A. Broadus.
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taste sweet ; but they are poison all the
same. Is the little book a sweet-tasting
poison, sweet to read but deadly to do
That is the way with some books. They

still find enough here to keep you eat
ing. Most books will only stand oune |
good reading, acd hardly that. Ochers |
will stand two or more. But the Bible
vou read through every year of your lite
perhaps, and as the years go by, and you
are growing wiser, you find more and
more in it, new views of truth, new
beauties, new comforts for your soul,
new spiritual vistas opening up to the
eye of faith, new well-springs of joy
bubbling up, new pastures for you to
feed upon and lie down 1n, and you
rever tire of this wonderful book.

John was being fitted for a special
service in the church. He was wanted
with a view to say something, write
something, that the ages to come might
read and learn lessons of wisdom from.
So he was sent away to a lonely isiand,
and there was given him a little book to
eat. He had not a library ; all he had
was one little book, the Bivle. But
that book he ate. He filled his soul
with it. He saturated his being with it.
And what a spiritual strength it gave
bim, what wisdom, what an insight into
things, what cowprehensive views of
truth !

We mourn that we have so few books
gometimes. But perhaps we have too
many. We taste a little out of many
authors, put we eat up none. Nuw, it is
the wan who eats up, like John, the one
little book that comes to be the strong
aman, the man of vigorous thought,
earnest purpose, high resolve and grand
achievement. At his feet the people sit
gladly and are fed. He is their oracle.
To him they look and to his words they
listen, and he has the word they want to
hear.

Henry Ward Beecher, speaking to
young men studying for the ministry,
tells them how he used to sit in his
study chewing for hours and days at the
corners of his pocket Bible for something
wherewith to feed himself and his
hungry people. And his chewing was
not wholly in vain, Oh if there was
more of it among the preachers, and if
there was more of it among the hearers,
there would be more spiritual vigor in
the pulpit, and real energy in the pew !

Let us, my hearers, reverently take up
our Bibles, and let us not merely taste
them as we would some sort of relish,
but let us eat them as we eat food. So
many today read a chapter perhaps on
Sunday, but all the week through the
sacred book is not opened. Now, that

|

their teachings are dangeious, unwhole-
some, destructive. Endeavor to work
them ont into real lite, and ruin to your-
self and others is the result. And some
would make us believe that the little
book is a dangerous book to put into the
hands of the people, and especially the
young. It is a two-edged sword that
may cut into their life. They may ex-
tract poison out of it, not honey.
And there are those indeed who learn |
nothing good out of the Bible. The
gospel is doing them hurt every time |
they hear it. But then it is not the little |
book's tault. The bad is in themselves.
It is the poison of other things, the
poison of vicious teacling, the poison of
bad books, the poison of an evil life,
that makes the little book a virulent
deadly poison to their soul.
But then the beloved disciple was not
sucha man, His mouth was filled with
the honey of sanctified eloquence, and
his heart with the sweetness of boly
desires. And yet the little book was
bitter to him when it was eaten down.
The reason was this, that sweet as the
little book was to himself, its being re-
ceived, its doctrines being embraced, its
principles being carried out, brought
him, he found, to his sorrow, into colli-
sion with the evil world, and so exposed
him to the bitterness of persecution.
And the taking and eating up of the
little book is still both sweetness and
bitterness in the experience of God's
people. The first taste of it is some-
times so sweet, but a better knowledge
of it gives us to see ourselves as we are,
our true state spiritually, and we are
made sad, bitter, heart-troubled, coasci-
ence-stricken. And then so often still
it brings those who try to do as the
little book tells them into collision with
society, and evil men, and the result is
bitterness. There is persecution still of
a kind for standing up for the truth and
doing right, following Jesus. Some-
times men are cast out of society,
thrown out of employment, made suffer
in so many ways for their faith and
faithfulness.

The little book cannot be taken and
eaten without more or less of bitterness
as a result. The Bible, the goapel, is
revolutionary, and wherever it takes
hold there will be trouble, the overturn-
ing of old-standing evils, the pulling
down of idolatrous temples, and the
bringing in of a new and better life.

You sit there, my hearer, and some-
times the little book is honey to you.

is{not the way John did ; that is not the
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347, Saturday, David Bamford, Deputy.

Cazleton, St. John, Tillev, No. 348, Mon
Herbert B. Belyea.

Marysville, York Co., Marysville, No. 349;
Friday, A 8 Morissey.

Sunnie Brea, West. Co., Fairview, No 350
Monday, A R Blake. -
Springtield (White's Corner) King’s Ce, Sun

beam, No. 351, Tuesday, Oscar Davis. 9

River View, Albert €Co, River View' No

352, Monday, Azor Jonah.
St.John, 8; George Division, No. 333, Wed-
Sa e Refuge, NO

nesday, James Kelly.
354, Tuesday, Nehemiah Graves.

Anagance Ridze ,Kiag's Co.;
Welsford, Queens Co , Welsford, No 355, Fri-
day, Wm. Howe.

Tracadie, Gloucester Co, Tracadie, No. 356
Saturday, 4lex Fleet. &

Youghall, _Gloucester Co, Seaside, No 357 ,
Tuesday,Richard Willis. :

St Andrews, C Co, St Andrews, 358, Monday
J M Hanson, h

Whitoeyville, North Co., Whitneyville, 35%
Monday, Benj. Forsyth. e &

Lower Prince William, Y Co., Prince Wﬂh%
No 360, Tuesday, Walter B Barker. PP %

dres, Butden’s{’ 0, York County 4

Redbank, North. Co., Redbank, 361, Fridays
Rev. J. D Murray. R
Middle Southampton, Yerk Co.; ——

362; Saturday, Frank R. Brooks. R
Lakeville, Car. Co.; Livingstone, 363; nig

of meeting: ——Colin g e
Victeria C(}lorner, Car. Co.; Victoria, <8

——Coleman Shaw. b T

Hartland, Oar, Co.; Inebriate’s Eriend, 35

Tuesday, H. H. Boyer. SERETY

Bonuoey River, Char. Co., Granville, 366; 8
urday ; James Bowden. 3 . :

Oak Bay, Char. Co., Oak Bay, 367; Sa
Thos Cottrell. R rp




