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gle is very real, necessitating the sacri-
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T Then the labor-question is another |money or glory. M _ o
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form of this struggle in our day. Labor
and capital, poverty and wealth, Wz_mt
and waste, groaning need and grasping
greed, right and wrong, go down 1nto the
valley of decision, every nows and again,
( and have at one another with a fierce
hell-hate. After a while a truce is call-
ed, an armistice is arranged, so soon to
be followed again by the breakiag out
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tion of their own to settle, and they
are on this side or that, this side today
and that tomorrow, as best serves their
low 1 little purpose.

| A1 50 you find men in the struggles
that are going on, the .huttles that are
|being fought out under the walls of
| Jerusalem, strangely, almost ludicrously,
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An Excellent lot just opened of Gents’

‘French Calf, Hand-sewed
Knee Boots.

Come and see Them!

A. LOTTIMER.

210 QUEEN STREET.

A. Limerick & Co.

York Street, Fredericton.

GasfiltingE“Plumbing

Attended to in all its branches.

Creamers, Milk Pans
and Strainers.

CREAMERS AT 85 CTS.
A LIMERICK & CO.

Desires to inform the public that he has a Large
Stock of the above articles, which he will sell
Wholesale and Retail, cheaper than ever offered
in the market before. Remember these Goods
are of our own manufacture, and are of the very
best material. Parties wanting Creamers or Milk
Pans would do well by calling and examining
before purchasing elsewhere.

Fredericton, March, 31, 1889,

Cheap for Cash.

WEST END GROCERY STORE.

I have now in stock a large supply
of fresh GROCERIES which I am
selling CHEAP FOR CASH. )

This is the place for the laboring
class, and Mechanics and Farmers to
trade and save money.

Tea, Sugar, Oil and all staple Gro-
ceries.

Special Grades of Tea, all at lowest

Prices.
Butter and Eggs taken in exchange
for Groceries.

T T ST

West End Grocery, Fredericton.
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mailed , cuirassed, greaved, with flash-
ing swords and glittering spears, are
struggling together in deadly combat,
both sides determined to win, both sides
sure of victory. Now it is this side that
seems to have the advantage; anon it

is that. Thus wavers the struggle, so
evenly balanced i1s 1if, and it is not
known what the issue 1is to be. The

carnage is fearful. The Brook Kedron,
blood. Men are mown down in long
swaths of death. And still the strug-
gle goes owu, and the decisive blow that
is to end the agony one way or another
is not struck, is so slow in being struck.
And so much is at stake. The interests
of a nation and a great people are at
stake. The interests of truth, religion,
the werld’s future, men’s salvation, are
at stake. How terrible if truth should
fail, if God’s pecple and cause should
suffer defeat, if Jerusalem should have
to be given over tothe cruel invader !
Such is the battle Joel watches with in-
tensest interest from his watch-tower in
the temple, and what a picture of the
scene he gives us in these expressive
wourds of his: “Multitudes, multitudes,
in the valley of decision!”

Scholars find the historic allusion here
in the great battle fought, in the days
of Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, against
the confederate army of Moab, Ammon,
and Edom, peoples living close by on
the east of the Jordan and the Dead
Sea. These old enemies of the Lord’s
people entered into a secvet alliance,
and marched on to Jerusalem. But the
Lord, through His prophet, gave the
king and the people timely warning,
and undertook to fight their battle for
them. {t was a time of much anxiety,

feat. We have the account of this
great battle in second Chronicles,
twentieth chapter.

But while that. mmay be the historic
allusion here, 1t is of another sort of bat-
tle the prophet speaks. I look upon his
language as parabolic, and it is as a
parable I take it.
words, as Peter shews us, reach down
to gospel times, and find their fulfilment
in what is going on to-day, and thus I
would interpret and illustrate and apply
the suggestive text. “Multitudes, mul
titudes, in the valley of decision ! ”

And first, observe hLere, a wide strug-
gle is going on, a great battle is being
tought out, This struggle has been go-
ing on down the ages, and gathering
force and volume as it rolls along.
Never before in the world’s history was

[ fiercely waged. And it will go on more
and more fiercely until it is fought out,
until at last the decisive blow has been
strack, and there is a great glad peace
in all the earth. This is the battle the
prophet watched, with so much of keen
interest and concern, in his early day,
as it was being fought out, under his
very eyes, in the valley of Jehoshaphat.
And the struggleis still going on, and
we are all in it more or less. It is the
battle of the Lord against the devil,
truth with error, right and wrong, the
church and the world, liberty and tyran
ny, salvation and sin, light and dark-
ness, virtue and vice, the Spirit of God
as He makes His influence felt and tel]
for good in the world in the lives of
christians, and the evil world-spirit as
he pervades society and animates the
children of men.

This struggle breaks out every here
and there in some special form or other,
In some lands it assumes the character
of a struggle for liberty, an uprising
against tyranny and oppression. Men
who have been long ground down nunder
the heel of despotism, have come to
know that they were made for some.
thing better than to be bought and sold
and used like cattle; and so, as if in-

in their might, and they have flung
from them the tyrant’s chain, and struck
a blow for liberty that was decisive.
Elsewhere again it is a straggle
against ervor, the battle of the gospel
with the systems of idolatry that en-
chain the millions still in heathen dark-
‘ness. This is the struggle that is going
on all around the frontiers of civiliza-
tion, and is being slowly fought out.
Farther and farther into the territories
of heathendom the truth is being carried
by the brave pioneers of the gospel, and
island afterisland, country after country
and people after people, are being reach
ed and won. And not always is it a
bloodless battle. Sometimes the strug-

but the enemy suffered a disastrous de- !

Joel’s expressive |
| Burope might hurry to a conclusion

the struggle so general as now, and so |

spired, called of God, they have risen up

running through the valley, flows with !

sides, very unhappily mixed up indeed, |

church-member against church-member, |.

christian against christian, temperance- |
man against temperance-man, we are to
struggle it out. Oh that we could see,
more than we do, eye to eye, in these

struggles | There would not be so many |

of them, and they would be far mors
decisive. As it is, however, the evil is
emboldened und encouraged by the un-
happy differences of opinion, and di-
visions, and oppositions, among the
Lord’s own people, and succeeds as it
could not otherwise succeed ; and so the
struggle is ever being renewed, and the
basttle is ever being tought over, through
the long earnest years. Oh we want a
glorious revival, and then we wculd
know, as we do not seem to know now,
which side to take in the struggle,
which side to pray for, and work for,
and fight for !

It is said by would-be prophets today,
Second-Advent people and the like, men
who think they have a mission to tell
the world what is to be in the days to
come, men who are presumptuousenough
to give day and date for their predic-
tions, that the next decade is to see one,
or a series, of the greatest wars that the
nations have ever been called upon to
face.

And possibly so. I know not. But
this I know, that very little indeed
would today touch off Europe into one
vast conflagration, for it is just now one
huge powder magazine, and the very
atwosphere is surcharged with fiery
vapor. Still, there may be no great
war. The struggle may go on as it has
been going on, a political struggle, a
moral and spiritual struggle, a war of
words and ideas, a stiuggle of opinions
and theories, with here and there a
break out in some form or other, until
the good is triumphant over the evil,
and Jesus reigns by His Spirit of love
over the nations ot the earth. I grant
indeed, that the next ten years may do
much for the world, more for it than
any century of the past has done. That
1s reasonable. And a general war in

some things that have been and still arve
in a state of unsettledness. But, for my
part, 1 cannot hope, that, in the next
tew years, the Kastern question, so-call-
ed, the question of the world’s eyangel-
ization, the question of the union of the
churches of Christendom, the Jewish
question, the question with regard to
Roman Catholicism, the labor-question,
the Sabbath-question, the liquor-ques-
tion, and many another question, can
be worked out to a satisfactory solution.
If we are to form any estimate of what
1s to be from what has been, then it is
clear that many decades of years must
yet come and go, ere the battle of good
and evil, the struggle going on in the
valley of decision, that the prophet
Joel saw iun his day, and that we may
see in our day, will be near-hand ended.
“Multitudes, multitudes, in the  valley
of decision.”

Again: Observe where this battle is
being fought out, and what the question
at i1ssue is, And itis being fought out
in the valley of Jehoshaphat, close under
the walls of Jerusalem, and every move
made in the progress of the struggle,
every blow struck, every sword-cut and
spear-thrust, have to do more or less

terests of religion,

Yonder perhaps the struggle shapes
itself into a purely political question, a
question of finance or franchise, political
privilege, home vule, nihilism versus
absolutism, and so on. Klsewhereit is
the labor-question, and it looks to us as
only a question of dollars and cents, no
great underlying principle at stake.
Away west it is the Chinese problem,
or the Indian question. Here just now
it is the liquor-question, Thus ia so
many forms and aspects the struggle
presents itself. But this know, that
everywhere and somehow, it hasto do
with the interests of religion, the cause
of the gospel, the working out of the
church’s future.

Looking at the struggle that is going
on all over the world, to the cursory
observer it is so mixed up that it is not
always easy to say what side men are
on, and what they are fighting for.
And men do not know themselves.
They are in it often, and on this side or
that, for very different reasons. Per-
haps they have been dragged into the
struggle, and so care nothing whatever
about the great question at issue,
They would fight just as bard on the

is doing the best he can for the side he
ison. That is how it is everywhere,
and devils laugh, and angels weep.
Buat it ought not to be. There is a
|right and wrong side in every stlzu‘ggl.e‘,
land it can never be a matter of indif-
|terence where we aie, where our sym-
| pathies are, where our influence is.
| There is a side in every struggle where
'the Lord is, and a side where He can-
;noc be ; and where He is not, there they
|should not be.
| It may be asked, whap has such and
'such a struggle to do with the church,
‘and what has the charch to do with it ?
[ And yet, whatever is of interest to men,
'whatever concerns their usefulness and

W
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| happiness, is of interest to the church

land her Lord. There are, however,
o = | ‘ O

struggles going on today so closely

identified with her own work in the
world, such struggles as the labor- prob-
lem, the Sabbath-question, the temper-
ance question, and so on, that she cannot
afford to stand idly by, and see them
fought out under her very shadow, and
take no part in them. They concern
her. They affect every interest she has.

Oh then, fellow-christians, let us look
to where we are in relation to such live
everyday questions, lest we may be
found fighting against the Lord ! I grant
we should not be too fast in saying :
% The Lord is on our side! The Lord is
on our side!” We may find He is not
with us. Sometimes He is not with
His people, because they do not seek to
be with Him. Sometimes He gives
their cause over to the hands of their
enemy to humble them, and brings the
church into that miserable state in which
her own children turn against her, and
fight against her. That was the sad
case with Zion of old, and it may be
again with the Zion of today. But the
Lord’s cause will yet triumph in the
world. In this and that struggle there
may seem to be defeat and disaster, for
the time being, and this and that reform.
movement may be thrust back. That

thas been the history of the s:ruggle of

1good and evil, the church and the world,
'and the enemy has bad his short
\triumphs. Right has been trampled
‘down, Christ crucified, religion despised,
|truth failen in the Street, the people of
'God ashamed to own that they were the
ipeople of God, and the worli and the
esh and the devil having it all their
own way. DBut they do not have it
long their own way. Their triumph is
short. On and on goes the struggle
'yonder in the valley of decision, close up
‘fto the walls of Jerusalem, under the
ivery shadow of the church’s steeple,
right up to her doors and down her
aisles ; and there comes the day, sooner
or later, when the 1ssue is no longer
doubtful, when the cause of the cross
triumphs, when the mighty Christ
reigns and His people reign with Him.
O blessed day for the world when that
day comes! But alas! it has not yet

fcome, and in the meantime it is as the
| prophet of old describes it : ** Multitudes,

multitudes, in the valley of decision.”
Again : Observe that the struggle ge-
ing on yonder under the walls of Jerusa-
lem is with a view to decision.
Want of decision is the great draw-
back here. You do not know where
men are, what side they are on, what

iviews they hold on the great questions
directly wi‘h the church and the in-' A o g

of faith and duty, whether, when it
comes to be do or die, they will be true;
and, indeed, they do not know where
they are themselves. Today they are
Presbyterians, and with us in every-
thing with so much of seeming earnest-
ness ; tomorrow something comes up
that they do not like, and they are not
with us, they are elsewhere. Today
they are heart and band in certain re:
forms, full of zeal and faith ; tomorrow
they are turned round somehow, and
pulling down with their own hands
what they once built up. Oh why is it
that men are so easily influenced this
way or that, and so utterly unreliable
when the great struggle comes ?

I have already referred to the fact
that men are very much mixed up in the
struggles that are going on in the world.
There are questions that you would be
sure would divide men just right, put all
the good on one side, and all the bad on
the " ‘other. ‘But not" w0, N maabtts
how much a question is right and an-

ple on both sides, and so conscie
in their way about it, and you will find

who have no conscientious scruples one
(Continued on third page)
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Express from SUSSEX ., L G
Fast Express from Moatrzal and Queb;;}'l-l 3 |
Fast Express from Halifax..,, . 4;ll) \
Day Express from Halifax & Ca,mpbanton'ls _)550
Express from Halifax, Pictou & Malzray, 23'3‘3 1

The trains of the Intercoloaial Railw, |
and from Montreal are lighted by electryi,
and heated by ste v fro.n ths locom Stive, s

& All trains
time,

ity

run by Bastern Stugigy
D PIO'[‘I‘INGER,
Chief Supariag ‘
Railway Office eadagg.
Moncton, N B, 15th Nov., 189,

WINTER ARRANGEMENT,

In Effect November 4th, 1889,

#—Z Trains run on Eastern Standard Tims,

% gl

Passenger, Mail and Express Trai will
ed) for Chatham.

leave Kredericton daily (Sunday excepte

Leave Fredericton 7.10 a, m,
Returning Leave Chatham S8.10 a, m,

Train will arrive at Chatham at 3.30 p. m,
from Fredericton. The truin from Chatham will
arrive at Fredericton at 3.45 p. m.

Connections are made at Caatham Junction
with I. C. Razilway for all points Bastand West
and at Gibson with the N. B. Railway for St.
John and all points West and at Gibson for
Woodstock, Houlton, Grand Fals, Edmund-
ston and Presque Isle, and with the Union S.
S. Co. for St. John, and at Cross Creek with
Stage for Stanley.

&% Tickets can be procured at F. B, Bdge.
combe's dry goods store. :

THOMAS HOBEN
Superintendent

Gibson, N. B., Nov. 4th, 1889.

New Crockery

CHEAFP

First quality English Coloured Tea
Sets 44 pieces $2.62. Fancy Colour-
ed Dinner Sets $6.60, Elegant New
English, French and German G
Tea and Breakfast Sets at

J. G McNALLYS.

e

wish to save money on Carpets 0u 1

tains and Table Linen then 0811:“’;
MCNALLYS |

e

GAINED THE DAY,

Our Parlour Suits take the load
We cannot produce them fast en°‘!,8‘
to meet the wants of our Customes
Leave your orders early and get ™
value in Canada.

J. o MoNALLY«V 3

CABINET MAKING

UNDERTAKING

TEIE CABINET MAKING AND UNDE

—— AN

TAKING BUSINESS, her'ett)foteu :
on by the late Jackson 4daws, will be cont1af
by the Subscribers, (the sons) at the

OLD STAND,
Court Honse Sauare, - Frederiot?

with same Attention and Promptness as %

Funeral Necessities always ?i'?'l'

JAMES AD.
JOLIN.G




