INTERNATIONAL LESSON.

¥Fourth Quarter-Lesson IX.—Dec.

IsrRAEL UNDER JUDGES.—dJudg. 2:
11 23.

GoLpEN Text.— Lake heed, brethren,
lest there be in any of yow an evil
heart of unbelief, in departing from
the living God.—Heb. 3 : 12.

TuE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH
rHE ISRAELITES WERE PLACED. The
government was a theocracy ..,
God himself was the chief ruler,
and there was mno visible central
supreme power. Kach tribe was
independent. The people were
divided into hereditary clans, some-
thing like the clans of the Scotch
Highlanders. Each village was
complete and independent. The
laws were the laws given them
through Moses, and no new ones
were made. The priests were the
ultimate appeal in cases of dispute.
There was no standing army, and
no provision was made for war.

There was a central place of reli-
gious worship at Shiloh, for the
whole nation. Here were the taber-
nacle, the ark, the altar for daily
sacrifices ; and at this place the
tribes were to assemble three times
a year for the great feasts. The
Levites were intended to be scatter-
ed through the nation, as its religi-
ous teachers. In Samuel’s times
there. were schools of the prophets
in various places. The religious in-
stitutions bound the people together
into one nation; and the Mosaic
laws separated them from all other
nations, thus intensifying the
national idea.

In seeking to understand the his-
tory of Israel under the Judges, we
must bear in mind that only 67
years before the death of Joshua
they had been slaves in Egypt, and
that a mixed multitude of Egyptian
descent had come with them into
Canaan. The effects of Egypt are
plainly seen.

There seems to have been a great
neglect of family training and
family religion ; for after the death
of Joshua and his generation there
“arose another generation after
them, which knew not the Lord.”
If the former generation had obey-
ed God’s command to teach their
children no such state of things
could have arisen.

The Canaanites, though conquer-
ed, were only partially subdued.
They remained in considerable force
in the country. Then, too, the life
and culture and wealth of the
Canaanites would have a fascination
to many of Israel, and lead them
astray.

The Fascinations of Idolatry seem
to have presented great attractions
to many of the Israelites. Idols
presented a visible, tangible repre-
sentation of God, with a sensual
ceremonial.: In the revels of idol-
aters there was no restraint, no con-
fession of sin but they could serve
every evil in the name of their gods.

THE ISRAELITES FALL INTO
IporatrY.—Vers. 11.13. And the
chaldren of Israel did evil. The
TIsraelites failed to resist temptation,
and fell into idolatry. They first
forgot God, snd then evil actions
followed.—Practical infidelity fol-
lows swiftly upon the heels of spec-
ulative infidelity. Decay of morals
inevitably follows decay of faith.
In the sight of the Lord : evil that
the Lord had forbidden. And serv-
ed: The impenitent often think
that by refraining from being Churis-
tians they escape service ; while, on
the contrary, they serve Satan.
Baalim : Baalim is the plural of
Baal, signifying owner, lord, or
master. The plural, Baalim, is
used either because of the multitude
of idols and images of Baal ; or it
refers to the different offices and
attributes of the god.

Baal was worshipped in the use
of images of wood, stone, bronze,
silver, and gold, and pillars of stone.
These images and pillars were set
up alongside of altars upon high
places, and sometimes in temples.
He was worshipped by kissing his
images, enthusiastic dances, cutting
of the person, and other ecstatic
rites, by incense and sacrifices, but
the choicest sacrifice was an only
son.

And they forsook the Lord : prob-
ably not all, but enough to represent
the nation, Which brought them
out of the land of Egypt: who had
done such wonders for them ; to
whom they owed their very exist-
ence as a nation. Bowed themselves
unto them : “publicly worshipped.”
Provoked : did that which moved
God to punish them. Zo anger:
but te indignation and punishment.
Ashtaroth : the plural of Ashtoreth,
as Baalim of Baal, and probable for
the same reasons. Ashtoreth, was
the female deity corresponding to
Baal, the moon or the planet Venus,
ag Baal was the sun.

'Applications. Like the forsaking
of God by these Tsraelites, our de-
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l partures from God show ingratitude
| for his mercies ; foolishness, to make
an enemy of the greatest Being in
the universe; treason, to rebel
against our true king. The Israel-
ites fell before the difficulties and
temptations, by overcoming which
they might have been the leading
nation of the earth. We stumble
over the very steps God has given
us by which to climb to glory.

Tue CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR
AT —=Vierss Ad Sl oS Amd & il

anger of the Lord was hot. The
Lord’s indignation at their sins was
intense, like a burning fire. Ie
could not love righteousness and
not be indignant at sin. The more
intense the love, the more intense
also the indignation. If feelings
against sin do not flame and burn,
then the love also is a feeble thing.
He delivered theny : for punishment.
Their enemies were the instruments
in the hands of God. [Imto the
hands of spoilers : those (who took
the spoils of war; also robbers,
plundering bands. Modern warfare
is sufficiently horrible ; but the an-
cient was tenfold more horrible.
He sold them. As the judge was
used to sell the criminal, or the
creditor the debtor, for a siave.
They could not amy ionger stand :
in -battle. The previous successes
of Israel had been gained only by
the favor of God ; and when that
favor was withdrawn, the nation
was utterly weak. Sin and punish-
ment are inseparable. Sometimes
the punishmentis a judgment from
without, sometimes the natural out-
growth of sin within. In the case
of Israel, both. From the root of
idolatry. grew up licentiousness,
pride, ete., and ultimately God per-
mitted invasion and conquest by
idolatrous powers. Zhe hand of the
Lord was against them : his power
and influence. God could not bless
a disobedient people. As the Lord
had said. Particular reference is
had to Lev. 26 : 15.17 and Deut.
28 : 25, where these very judgments
are expressly denounced against
them in case they should thus
apostatize. God is as true to his
threats as to his promises.

WaAT GOD DID TO SAVE THE

PropLE.—Vers, 16-19. Neverthe-
less : in spite of all the people’s sins
and although God sent the punish-
ment. 7'he Lord raised wp judges :
in various ways, by various means.
The term Judges, which occurs here
for the first time, does not signify a
mere judicial officer. It is used for
a succession of executive officers
who, by the iuspiration of the spirit
of God, combined with great natur-
al qualities, assumed the supreme
control, and arvoused them to throw
off the yoke of oppressiod. The
nation had no.fixed capital, and the
judge - selected his own place of
residence. They received no salary,
imposed no tributes, made no laws,
but merely exercised, for the deliver-
ance of Israel, the personal ascend-
ency conferred upon them by “the
Spirit of God.” There were fifteen
judges in all. Eight were military
heroes, five seem to huve led more
peaceful lives ; while Eli the high-
priest and Samuel the prophet stand
apart with peculiar missions. Qut
of the hand (the power) of those that
spoiled them : took their property
as a spoil of war. Yet they would
not hearken : They were willing to
be saved from the consequences of
their sins, but not willing to leave
the sins, at least only for a time.
Then the Lord was with the judge :
as he was with Moses and Joshua.
All their victories were from the
Lord, so that the people might be
persuaded to return to their only
hope. For it repented the Lord.
He changed his method out of pity
and love. God leaned to the. side
of mercy, and continued to try
again and again the effect of deliver-
ance from the sufferings. Z7hey
ceased mot from their own doings :
the things which seemed pleasant
to themselves although contrary to
God’s commands. Nor from theur
stubborn way : their hard way. It
is the term applied to the obstinate
and intractable conduct of Pharaoh.
God does everything that infinite
love and wisdom and power can do
to save the individual and the
world.

WayY GOD DID NOT DRIVe OUT THE
Narions.— Vers. 20-23. That
through them I may prove Israel.
They would be scourges and instru-
ments of wrath to punish and test
the Israelites. God could have ac-
complished this end in other ways
had the Israelites done their duty
and driven out the Canaanites.
But both objects were now accom-
plished at once.

Pracricarn. Hints.

‘When the people fail in training
and instructing their children in
religion and righteousness, the eftect
will appear in the crimes and suffer-
ings of their descendants.

The World, Money, Pleasure
Self, are the Baals whom modern
men worship. b st

THE BAR,

MRS. N F, SLOUGHTON.

Why call it a bar? Say, whence is derived
This name for a depot of spirits of evil ?

trived,
the devil?
Be this as it may, ’tis a capital name,

nant;

But what is its meaning? Why call it a bar?

A bar to the right and a fort for the devil.

A bar to reflection, a bar to sobriety;
A bar to clear thought, and a
health,
piety.
A bar to the sending of children ‘to sckool,
A bar to the observance o' everv good rule,
A bar to the welfare of family and nation

A bar to the hallowed enjoyment of home,
A bar to the holiest earthly fruition;
A bar that forbids its frequenters to come

bition.

A bar to integrity, honor, and fame;

claim;
A bar to salvation and Heaven above !

~——Wapping, Conn

And T rather suspect from the devil it came;
For e’en to his friends he is slyly malignant.

I'll tell what it means—'tis a bar to all good,

Was the name by some sly friend of virtue con-

Or, like the thing named, did it come from

Short, easily said, and of meaning most preg-

Because prima facie, it bars from the liquor;
But that’s notits full honest meaning, by far;
Just jingle the money,the rum follows quicker !

And a constant promoter of everything evil ;
e : ; I
'Tis a bar to all virtue—that’s well understood,

"Tis a bar to all industry, prudence and wealth
Ys I s
bar to sound !

A bar to good conscience, to prayer, and to

To clothing, and giving them good education, |

To the goal and rewards of a virtuous am- |

To friendship and peace and connubial love, |
To the purest delights that on earth we may
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G W P, John M Dorman, Stratford.
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G WP, —

G S, E B Caldwell, Athens.

MARYLAND, «JR.
sy W P, Gabriel Height, 616 N Spring
Street, Baltimore.
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G WP, Rev. F D Handy, Mechanics-
ville.
G S, H C H Lewis, Lock Box 843, Bel-

low’s Falls.
SOUTH CAROLINA.
(G W P, John Alexander, Columbia.
G 8, Fred S Dibble, Orangeburg.
‘ FLORIDA.
G W P, Fred S Seavy, Jacksonville.

G S, Edward Williams, Jacksonviile.
VIRGINIA, JR.
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! G S, W H Pointdexter, 510 10th Street,
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Street, N E Minneapolis.
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teeves’ Monntain, West. Co.; N i

260 3 SBaturday ;’ R. Lutz, 3r. M
Eawy’on, King’s Co.; Spring,
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Pomroy Ridge, Char. Co.
4 ’l'in}lr.-'daiy; W. Moulton.
Scotch Ridgz- , Char Co.; Iona, 264;

o day s D. M. Sinclair 5 omn, 2N
ak Hill, Char Co.;Oak, 265 ; Thurs ;Harry

E- Grimmer. s s Hurdap

Tower Hill, Char. Co.; Wills, 266
dsi .\Jl.lb'mith.

2d Falls, St. George Char. Co.; Stewar!
_Saturday ; A. Sherwood. 1 ik

St. George, Char. Co.; Red Guanite, 270 ; Satur
day ; Chas. Johnson. >

Penobsquis, King’s Co.; Cardwell,
nesday ; Oscar Stevens.

Hampton Village, King’s Co.; Hampton, 273

Tuesday Chas. Frost. ?

St. John, 102 King Street ; Gordon Division

‘Ia 0. 275; Monday ; Robert Maxwell.

Eagle Settlement West’d Co.; Twihght, 267

Tuesday ; G. A. Taylor.

Salisbury, Westmoreland Co.; Middleton, 277

Friday ; Jas. Henry.

Healthland, Charlotte Co.; Rising Sun, 278
Tuesday ; Julius Powers.
Goshen Corner, Albert Co.; Star of Hope, 27%

Saturday ; B. B. Hayward.

St. Mary’s Kent Co.; Rosefield, 280 ; Saturday
W. Vincent 4
Elgin, Albe Co.; Elgin, 281; Saturday; W

i P. Robiusva.
Whites Cove, Grand Lake.; Grand Lake ; 283;

Friday ; H. E. White.

Stonehaven, Gloueester Co.; Gloucester Divi-
sion 284 ; Tuesday ; N. R: Ritchie.

i Lewisville, Moneton ; Lewisville, 285; Tuesday;

l A. McN. Russell-
Port Elgin, West Co.; Fort Morecton, 286; Tues

day; C H Goodwin.

¢ Centreville, KingsCo.; Centreville, 287 ; Satur-
day; C.R. Folkms.

Waterford, K. C.; Essex Division 288; Satur-
day; John W. DeForest.

Dubec, Carleton Co.; Centenary, 289; Thursday

Wm. V. Benn. g -
Waterville, Carleton Co.; Waterville, 293

Saturday ; J. T. Fletcher.

Bath Carleton Co.; Ray of Hope, 294 ; Friday;

W. D. Keith.

i Lower Coverdale, Albert C-.: Coverdale 295

Tuesday ; F. A. Steeves .
Canterbury, York Co.; Duficrin, 296 ; Saturday

John W Scott
River Louison, Restigouche Co. ; Louiso n, 297

Friday; Donald Stewart.

Kirkland, Carleton Co.; Monument, 298; Thurs
day; John Lyons, Deputy

Woodstock, Carleton Co.; Campbell, 299 ; Fri-
day ; S. McLeed.

Campbellton, Restigouche Co.

300 ; Monday ; J. C. Furguson.
Dundee, Restigouche Co. ; Dundee, 302; Tues-
day; Jas. Malcolm. .

Morcambe, P O. Kings Co. ; Rising Star, 303.

Wednesday ; Martin Freeze.

Scotch Settlement, Westmorland Co. ; McCarthy

304 ; Wednesday ; David H. Murray.

Upper Millstream, Kings Co,; Millstream, 305
Mcnday ; Zebulon Gaunce

; Harcourt, 249 ; Saturdﬂy-
s

; 7. Fowl
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262 ; Monday
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5 Saturdayy
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Campbellton.
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G S, S M Sweeting, Harbor Island.
KENTUCKY. l
G W P, C W Henderson, Mt. Carmel.
G 8, Scott Shoemaker, 283 York Street,
Newnport.
NORTH CAROLINA.
G W P, James Butterick, Asheville.
G 8, P A Cummings, "Asheville.
DELAWARE.
G W P, Alfred E Bott, 1035 W 7th St.,
‘Wilmington.
G 8, S N Fogg, 600 W 12th Street, Wil-
mington.
WEST VIRGINTA.
G W P, Jesse Jones, Wolf Creek, Mon-

roe Co.
G S, Rev. J Edgar Wilson, Union Mon-
roe Co.
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%}.ﬂ?tepheg; Howaﬁd, g V,V Friday ; S. Webber;
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Market Building, St. John; Albion, 14 ; Mon-

Gda);; EA gverett. s 4
agetown; Queens, 21; Saturday ; S s

ChDeIYeber.N . 3 : ey o

atham ; orthumberland 3 i s
i A , 87; Friday; G.

St. John ; Mariners and Mechanics, 38 ; Tues-

Hsll?a};) 3 J oh‘KIKinney. i
illsboro bert Co.; Albert, 39 ; ;
John I Steeves %3 odnegda

Sackville, West. Co.; Sackville, 40 ; Tuesday
J. C. H&rﬁer.

Richibucto, Kent Co.; Richibucto, 42 ; Wednes-
day ; A. Haines.

Newcastle; Newcastle, 43 ;
Falconer.

Point de Bute, West. Co. Westmorland, 50 ;

Thursday ; Jas. W. Colpitts.
Hopewell Hill, Albert Co ;Golden Rule, 51
esday; L, R. Moore,
enfield, Charlotte Co.; Safeguard, 58 ;Satur-
day; H C Trynor.

Cambridge, Queen’s L 0., Johnston, 62; Satur
day; George S. Wilson,

Dalhousie; Dalhouse, 64 ; Monday; G. Haddow

Thursday; Jas.

Derby, North. Co.; Nelson, Monday; J. Betts 99
Douglastown, North. Co.; Caledonia, 126; Tue-

d&y; J. Henderson. ]
Collina Corner, Kings Co.; Collina, 129; Thurs

day: Jacob I. Keirstead.

Presque Isle
H

‘Boiestown, North. Co.

Caraquet, Gloucester Co.,
TLudlow,

Sunnie

Gibson, York Co.; Gibson. 306; Friday; J.
H fHamilton.
Case Settlement, Kings Co.; Snowflake, 307.
Monday, C. E. Black.
Silver, 308;

Portland, N. B.;
0ld Ridge, Char. Co.; Brunswick Division, No

Friday
Rev. J. Spencer.
309; Monday ; R W Dinsmore

Waterside, arish of Harvey, Albert Co
Gladstone No. 3]1; Friday; Rev. S. O
Moore.

Kingsclear, York Co.; Kingsclear, 315 ; Wednes-
day ; Isaac Kilburn, Deputy,

Buctouche, Kent Co; Buctouche, No. 317
Tuesday ; Wm. Wry.

Mount Middleton, Kings Co.; Mount Middy
leton, 318; Friday ; Joseph Chapman.

McKenzie Corner, Caileton Co., McKenzie Cor
ner Tivision 319 Friday ; Jas. Forest.

Stylesville, Westmerland Co.; Mapleville, 320
Saturday ; James McFarlane. :
ayfield, Westmorland Co.; Bayfield, 321
Monday ; A. W. Bent. !

Clark’s Corner, Queens Co; Clark’s Corner, 323
Thursday ; Isaac H. Carle.

Fredericton, No. 2 Gordon, No. 326 ; Wednes:
day, Sergt. Major McKenzie. ;

Smith's Corner, Walker’s W. O, Kent Co.
Olive Branch 327 Saturday, Ephraim Wheten

Berry Mills West Co. AMillville, 328, Monday
John 1. Prince.

Blackville, Northumberiand Co.; Blackville, -
329; Wednesday; E. W. Gaynor;

Black Brook, North. Co ; Silver Stream, 330;
Wednesday ; Wm. Tait.

Tattagouche, Gloucester Co; Forest Homs,
331; Thursday, Richard Bell.

Bathurst, Gloucester Co,; Ever Onward, 332,
Monday, Dr. Wm. P. Bishop.

Dalhousie Junction, Restigouche Co., Maple
Green; 333; Wednesday, Wm. Jamison.

Little River, Buctouche, Xent Co. Forest
View No. Co 334: Monday, Chas. E. Hick&

Upper Woodstock, Jubilee 335, Wednesdsy,
ohn Burpee.

Napan, North Co., Napan, No. 336 Thursdsy

Alex Dickson.
Conmnell P. O. Carleton Co}
Dawn of Hope No. 337 Tuesday}; JohnN:

Perry.

Bloomfield Corner, Carleton Co; Unity No.

338 Saturday, Alex Strong.

Mapleton, Albert Co., Mapletor., No 339, Taes

day. J A M Colpitts.
Boiestown, No. 341,

‘Wednesday ; Rev Thos. Allen.

Little River, Albert Co.; Princess Louise, :No.

342; Saturday; Sanford Parkin.

Moncton, Buliner, No, 343, Saturdsy; James

M. Murray, deputy.
Caraquet, No.§344,
Saturday, J W Young.

3
orthumberland Co., Pine Grove, No.
345, Thursday, Frederick Price.

B‘g:,o Xe rte; Baio V’erte, 655 W adnendhy s B StWIﬁlll:’ Excelsior, No.” 346, Tuesday, Robert

\WADS Bamford Settlement, North Co., Blissfield, N

Dtxlefll",e ; ]gVessttée v(;’:. ; Dover. 70; Saturday; 3If§7,°§nt§rda}, David %umfg:d’, ]l?‘)l;s;ui‘-}- s

Gaion, He. Tehny GrasiteRosk 77 Tadkdarss Boat e B pey H R
John ©. Thomas.

Marysville, York Co:, Marysville, No. 349;

Friday, A 8 Morissey.
ﬁrea, West. Co., Fairview, |No.
Monday, A R Blake.

~ \Springfield (White's Corner) King’s Co, Sna~ .
beam, No. 851, Tnudsy,Om)r Di:’u. .




