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ANOTHER FELLOWS BLACKSMITH. 

Under a spreading chestnut tree 

The village smithy stands; 

The smith, a lazy man is he, 

And idle are his hands; 

His hair is rough, uncombed, and long, 
His face is brown as tan; 

The least 2xertion makes him sweat, 

He drinks whate'er he can, 

And he cannot look youin the face, 

For he pays not any man. 

Week in, week out, from mourn to night, 

He'll to tre ale-house go; 

You can hear him coming home quite “tight” 

With staggering step and slow, 

With the crier who carries the village bell, 
When the evening sun is low, 

And the children coming home from school 

Look in at the open door; 

They love to see him roll about, 

They laugh to hear him roar, 

And catch the stuttering words that fly 

Like chaff from the threshing floor. 

He goes on Sunday to no church, 

To sit among “the boys” 

He hears no parson pray or preach, 

He loves no choir—girl's voice. 

Sitting in the public-house— 

A tankard, cold as ice 

In summer, and in winter, hot— 

Is his sole Paradise. 

He with the landlord has a row, 

And tells him that he lies; 

Then with a hard rough hand, he gets 
A punch between the eyes. 

Drinking, quarrelling, borrowing, 

Onward through life he goes; 

Each morning sees debauch begin, 

"Tis night before its close; 

One thing attempted, one thing done— 
He's got a redder nose ! 

—Echo 
  

DRAWN TO HiS DEATH. 

Mr Ralston, a wealthy Wall street 
broker, lived at 443 Fifth avenue. 
It was a fine palatial residence and as 
you walked up the marble steps large 
lions made of marble, were on either 
side, raised on pedestals; and once in- 
to the interior of the building you 
would not want to come out again. 
The carpets on the floor were so soft 
that as you walked your feet would 
sink into them; before the windows 
hung curtains of the finest damask, 
and the furniture, though antique, 
was handsome, while the general ap- 
pearance of the whole house betoken- 
ed great wealth. Yes financially 
speaking, Mr. Ralston was a very 
wealthy man. 
When he was thirty-five years old 

he married an heiress, and they had 
an only son whom they almost 
worshiped. No wish was denied 
him, he was indulged in every whim 
and fancy, no matter whether it was 
right or wrong, and consequently he 
grew up to be a reckless, good-for- 
nothing man. He was sent to Ox- 
ford for his education, but he would 
not stay there or at any other place, 
but idled away his time, living on 
the money given him by his over- 
indulgent father, and having what 
some people call “ajolly old time,” 
and when the mother mildly re- 
monstrated with her husband for 
letting Fred (as she caied him) 
keep such late hours and bad com- 
pany, he would say : “Oh, leave the 
boy alone; he must sow his wild 
oats sometime, and he may as well 
sow them now as when he is older.” 

Thus answered, the mother weak- 
ly yielded, thinking that as her son 
grew up he would relinquish his bad 
habits; but in vain he wenton grow- 
ing from bad to worse. Drinking 
was one of his faults, for hardly a 
day passed without seeing him 
under the influence of liquor. 

A good many years previcus to 
this time, when he was alad of 
twelve, he saw his father take up a 
bottle of wine, fill his mother’s glass, 
then his own, and then set the de- 
canter down, and, when Fred asked 
for some, his father refused; when 
the latter was gone he begged his 
mother for some, giving as an ex- 
cuse that “if papa drank he 
could have some too, of course,” and 
ended by saying, “Just a little bit, 
please, mother,” and from that time 
on he got acccustomed to drinking, 
and as he grew older the “little bit” 
changed into larger quantities, not   only of wine, but of stronger liquors,   

until it became more of a passion 
with him than a beverage. No meal 
passed without his bottle of liquor 
beside him; he was very liberal with 
his money, spending it lavishly, 
without care for the future, gambled 
heavily, and when he had been 
fleeced of all his money he con- 
tracted heavy debts, which, of course, 
thesame indulgent father immediate- 
ly cancelled. But this was not to 
last long. 

One day after a six-o’clock dinner 
Fred Ralsten was about going out, 
when Fis mother came to him and 
said pleadingly : 

“Fred, don’t stay out so late to- 
night, I have a queer feeling that 
something is going to happen.” 

“Oh, go on, mother,” was the son’s 
rejomder. “You people are a queer 
set. Just because father ain’t here 
vet you take into your head that 
some great calamity will befall us; 
and with a hurried good-by he went 
out the door, gayly whistling a tune. 

Ah! What would not the fond 
mother (now looking so anxiously 
after her departing son) have given 
had she known how he would re- 
turn to her. 
‘Although the future is dark and dreary 
Noue of its tales are revealed, 

E’en though they are bright and cheery, 
They will always remain concealed.” 

Five minutes after Fred had left 
the house his father entered it with 
a worn and troubled look on his 
usually calm countenance, and, tell- 
ing his wife that he did not wish to 
be disturbed and that he kad had 
his supper down town, he shut him- 
self up in his study. Rumors had 
reached him that stocks in which 
he had speculated heavily had de- 
creased greatly in value,and this to- 
gether with the many gambling 
debts which his son had lately in- 
curred, and which were not yet 
paid, almost distracted the father. 
Who was Leto go to? He had a son; 
but what kind of a one ? One who 
was the greater part of his time be- 
reft of his reason through liquor. 
But think you, my readers, that the 
father could blame him ? Did he not 
bring the temptation upon him by 
bringing liquor on the table at every 
meal ? Then, also, did he not bring 
up his son from infancy with the 
idea that he was above work, thus 
making him as he grew up a depend- 
ent man, instead of teaching him to 
look out for himself ; that instead of 
being a hindrance (as he now was) 
to him, he would be a help ? 

As the father thought of all these 
thicgs he was interrupted by the 
ringing of the door-bell, and a man 
from his office was ushered in, who 
brought him the news that the 
rumor of the atternoon was without 
foundation, and that he was a much 
richer man that day than he ever 
was before. The man then left, and 
Mr. Ralston again seated himself 
and poured over his business ac- 
counts, when just as the clock struck 
the hour of midnight a loud peal of 
the door-bell aroused Mr. Ralston : 
but he did not heed it. But what 
did all that noise in the corridors 
mean and the bustle of the servants 
to and fro 2 With a vague feeling 
that all was not right, he hurried 
down the stair and strode into the 
corrider leading into the street, and 
there he saw his son lying on the 
floor under the gaslight, while 
around him stood a crowd of his 
boon companions. 

“You see, sir,” said one (slightly 
under the influence of liquor himself) 
to the father, “he took a little bit too 
much and ol 

With a gesture of impatience Mr. 
Ralston did not wait to hear more, 
but pointing to the door standing 
open, said : 

“Go, you scoundrels, you have 
goaded my son on to this; go out of 
this house and never darken its 
doors again!” 

And, like the mean cowards they 
were, they slunk out like so many 
whipped curs. 

Carrying his unconscious son to 
his chamber, Mr. Ralston sent for a 
doctor, who, upon arriving, applied 
restoratives, and, after a long time, 
Fred recovered consciousness, but 
only for a moment, when he began 
to rave like a madman, imploring 

  

  

his friends to give him something to 
drink, and when his mother took a 
glass, and. pouring some water in it, 
handed it to her son, he fiercely 
pushed it aside and called for brandy, 
wine— anything to stop the fire 
coursing through his veins, 

A week later the physician called 
the parents aside and said : “Youp 
son cannot outlive another week, 
and, although I have done every- 
thing in my power, it has all been 
useless, as he is beyond earthly help, 
Had you arrested your son in his 
downward career a day soon-i, he 
might have been spared you, and 
under mo circumstances must you 
give him any liquor, for if you do it 
will only curtail the few days he 
still has to live.” 

The parents of the dying man sat 
as in a dream. Was it possible that 
their almost idolized son would die ? 
But soon they weve awakened from 
their despair to a sense of the 
present. Rover for a moment did 
they leave their son’s bedside, min- 
istering to his wants and listening 
to his continued ravings ; and when 
in delirium he went back to the 
time of his youth and called out, 
“Papa drinks; can’t I have just a 
little bit, mother ?” the latter would 
cry bitterly, while the father paced 
his son’s chamber to and fro. 

Four days pass in this way, and on 
the morning of the fifth day the 
patient awoke with a dim sense of 
his surroundings. When he saw 
his mother sitting at his bedside he 
turned to her and said : : 

“Mother, why are you here? 
What is it ? I can’t remeiaber:” and 
then Mrs. Ralston quietly told him 
of his illness, mentioning nothing 
about the condition they found him 
in. After she was done he recol- 
lected all that happened, and told 
his parents how, urged by his friends 
he grew reckless, and drank first 
one glass of brandy, then another, 
and so on until ke became conscious 
of a dull feeling in his head, and 
from that time on all was a blank to 
him and he knew of nothing until 
that moment. 

“But you won't lay it up against 
me, will you, mother? I promise 
you that when I get better I will 
never touch another drop. Tell me, 
mother, do you think I'll grow well 
again 2” 

For answer the mother only wept. 
After this the patient began to de- 
cline rapidly, until the doctor, seeing 
that the end was approaching, said, 
“Yes, my man, you are going to die, 
but if you have repented your miss- 
deeds wrought throughout your past 
life you will go to a place where 
there is no pain and no suffering.” 

Turning toward his parents, Fred 
Ralston cried out: “Father, mother, 
forgive—,” but ere he could finish 
his plea for forgiveness, a guest had 
entered that chamber whose name 
was “Death.” 

The funeral is over. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralston had seen their son 
lowered into the grave,and heard the 
minister offer up a prayer to God in 
behalf of the dead and then they re- 
turned to their home, now made 
desolate by the absence of one whom 
they had loved not wisely but too 
well. : 

Some people will say, “I pity the 
mother -and father, “but rather let, 
them be censured, for did they not 
bring this misery upon themselves? 
What anguish conld the now grief- 
stricken parents have been spared 
had they trained their child right? 
But now they have themselves to blame 
for they are in part the murderers of 
their own child. —EmyA Mzigrs, in 
N. Y. Daily News. 

“Drink ne longer water, but drink 
a little wine for thy stomach’s sakes, 
and our drinking friends say, “Here 
I stand with Timothy.” But (ask 
Dr. Monro Gibson) do they stand 
with Timothy? would that they did! 
It is evident that Timothy was an 
abstainer, or he would never had 
needed such urging. Would that all 
the Lord’s people were Timothys— 
s0 averse to wine that they needed 
an apostle’s advice to back the 
doctors prescription. 

Eight thousand out of the 12,000 

  

    saloon-keepers in New York City 
have been in prison for crime.  


