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The Sabbath-School.

INTERNATIONAL LESSON.

First Quarter-Lesson I.—January 6.

Tue MissioN OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.
< Mark ] #-11.

GoLpEN TExT.—The woice of one
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye
the way of the Lord.—Mark 1 : 3.

PROVIDENTIAL PREPARATIONS FOR
THE CoMING OF CHRIST.—At the
coming of Christ the world was
peculiarly prepared for him and his
work. There were many lands, but
nearly all the world was subject to
the one government at Rome, so
that the preachers of the Gospel
could travel in safety, and be pro-
tected in their work. The world
was at peace, so that the Gospel
could have free course. The Greek
language was spoken everywhere
with the native languages, so that
the Gospel could be heard and read
by all. The Jews had been dis-
persed through all lands, carrying
the Old Testament, which bore wit-
ness to one God, and held the pro-
phecies of the Messiah. And they
had established synagogues in al-
most every town, so that there was
a place in which to preach the
‘Gospel, and a people who could be
easily reached. It was a time of
great intellectual activity, and there
was a widespread disbelief in the
existing religions.

Toe ONE FOR WHOM JOHN CAME
T0 PREPARE.—Ver. 1. The begin-
wng of the gospel. This verse is a
title to the book of Mark. It is
equivalent to the liturgical phrase
“ Here beginneth” the Gospel, etec.
The preaching of John the Baptist
‘was the beginning of the announce-
ment of the Gospel by Jesus. Z%e
gospel. Shortened  from  ““good

spell,” @. e., good story, mnews, tid-

ings. Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
This is the full title of our Lord, a
.complete description of our glorious
Saviour. Jesus (meaning Saviour)
was his personal name, showing his
human nature. Christ (meaning
wamointed) is the Greek equivalent of
the Hebrew Messiak, the official
title of the expected King and
Saviour. The Son of God, This
declares his eternal and divine
mature.

JOHN THE BAPTIST FORETOLD IN
THE SCRIPTURES.—Vers. 2, 3. Ads
36 is written, in the prophets ver. 2,
is from Mal. 3: 1, and ver. 3 from
Isa. 40: 3. Behold, I send my mes-
senger before thy face. As heralds
went before the oriental kings pro-
claiming their coming, and bidding
every one to make way for him.
The voice. (Isa. 40 :3-5.) John is
called “a voice” because he was the
utterer of God’s thought ; he called
attention not to himself, but to his
message. Of ome crying in the
wilderness. The thinly inhabited
regions.
Lord. The figure here used is
founded on an eastern custom of
sending persons to prepare the way
for the march of a monarch throngh
a wild and uncultivated region.
This consisted of levelling hills, fill-
ing valleys, putting roads in order,
and getting everything in readiness.
Make his paths strawghe. Level up
and straighten the ways.

JouN THE BAPTIST PREPARING
THE WAY FOr CHRrIsT.—Vers, 4.8.
Studying these verses in connection
with the description of John’s work
as given in Matthew and Luke, we
note several ways in which John
prepared the way for the work of
Jesus Christ.

First. John called the Atten-
tion of the People to the fact that
the newv kingdom of God was at
hand. His preaching would set
them to searching the Scriptures
and watching the signs of the times.

Seconp. He led the People to

Deep Conviction of Sin, and thus
made the people feel their need of a
Saviour. John. Called the Baptist
in Matthew. This name, the Bap-
tizer, was of course given him in
consequence of the remarkable rite
he performed, which attracted uni-
versal attention, and was repeatedly
used as the characteristic represen-
tative of his whole work, Baptize,
....preach. An explanation of
how John performed the duty of
forerunner, according to the pro-
phecy. Baptism of repentance; ¢. e.,
a ceremonial washing, which denot-
ed a profession of repentance, or a
thorough change of mind with re-
spect to sin. Remission of sinms.
It is more than the taking away of
the punishment due for our sins.
It is the being received back into
the family of God, as his true chil-
dren, so that we may draw near to
God as to a loving father, who treats
us as if we never had sinned.

TrirDp. He awakened a General

Interest among the masses. There
was a wide ferment of thought and
feeling and hope, and this was a
necessary preparation for the recep-
tion of Christ. And there went out
anto him all the land of Judea. A

Prepare ye the way of the

popular description of ‘the multi-
tudes,—representatives from all
parts, city and country, and of all
classes. And they of Jerusalem.
Even the highest and most educated
and wealthy classes were drawn to
hear the wonderful preacher.
FourrH. Large Numbers were
brought to Repentance, and so
prepared to believe on Jesus. 1_1na’
were all baptized of him in the river
of Jordan. The place (five miles
northeast of Jericho) was knowu as
Bethabara, ¢ the house of the ford.”

" Fords do not change in a river like

the Jordan; roads are never altered
in the East, afll this must always
have been, as it 1s now, the place of
passage from Jericho to Gilead.
Confessing thewr sins. The very act
of baptism was a confession of sins
and a promise of repentance, but
doubtless they also, as Alford says,
made “a particular and individual
confession ;” not, however, made
privately to John, but before the
people. No one truly repents who
does not also confess,—to God the
sins against God, to man the sins
against man, ever also making re
stitution as far'as possible.

Value of Confession of Sin. ~ Con-
fession strikes at the root of the
matter, showing that we ourselves
are to blame for our sins. It
honors God before men, no longer
imputing to him the evils which be-
long to ourselves. It confirms and
strengthens us in our new life. Tt
is a barrier against returning again
to sin. It tends also to convict
others of sin, and to lead them to
repentance.

And Joln was clothed with camel’s
hair. Woven intc a garment, a
mantle or tunic such as the Bedounins
still wear. Not the elegant kind
of cloth made of the fine hair of the
camel, which 1s thence called cam-
let, but a coarse stuff manufactured
from the long and shaggy hair (shed
every year) of those animals. And
with a girdle of a skin : 1. e., of un-
tanned leather, like that worn by
the Bedouin of the present day.
Anid he did eat locusts. The coma
mon brown locust is about three
inches in length, and the general
form is that of a grasshopper. Lo-
custs have been used as food from
the earliest times. And wild honey.
Wild honey is common in the
forests of Eastern Palestine, or just
where John was baptizing. = John’s
habits were perfectly natural for a
poor person living in the wilderness.
He contented himself with the
natural supplies Providence afford-
ed him. The dress was probably
deliberately adopted by the Baptist
as reviving the outward appearance
of Elijah. And preached. John
did much more than baptize ; he
warned, and entreated, and persuad-
ed men to repentance, and pro-
claimed the coming Christ. Z'%ere
cometl one maghtier than I. He
called attention away from himself,
who was but a man, to the divine
Saviour, who was able to save them
from their sins. Z%e
whose shoes, or rather,  sandals.
“ Latchet.” a word now obsolete,
was the ‘thong” or ““lace” with
which shoes or sandals were fasten-
ed. I am not worthy to unloose. It
was the business of the lowest ser-
vants to bind on, to loose, and carry
about their master’s sandals. The
general sense is, I am not worthy
to perform for him the humblest
offices.” [ wndeed have baptized you
with (orin) water. I have adminis-
tered the outward rite, that ex-
presses your repentance, but cannot
renew your hearts. But he shall
baptize you, with (or in) the Holy
Ghost. Matthew adds, and with
Jfire. Ths Hols Spirit was symboliz-
ed by fire, which eulightened, and
purified, and renewed, with intense

' power,

Tne BaprisM oF CHRIST : A PRE-
PARATION FOR HiS WORK.—Vers, 9-
-11. In those days. While John
was preaching and baptizing. Pro-
bably in January, A. D. 27. Jesus
came from Nazaveth. His home
with his parents, where he lived till
he was now about 30 years old
(Luke 3: 23), the age at which the
Levites began their ministry, and
‘the rabbis their teaching. And was
baptized of John in Jordan. It is
uncertain where, but ‘“ probably at
a ford near Jericho, where John had
been baptizing. Why Jesus was
baptized. Matthew says it was in
order ‘to fulfil all righteousness.’
If one so deeply, thou.h hitherto
quietly, devout, had stayed away
from the ministry and baptism of
the new prophet, it would have
been setting a very bad example,
unless explained. Jesus was the

‘example for his disciples to imitate ;

and as baptism was to be an ordi-
nance of perpetual obligation in the
new dispensation, we see in the
baptism of Jesus an example to his
followers. And straightway coming
up out of the water. As soon as
the baptism was completed, and he
was going up the bank of the river.
He went up praying. He saw.

latchet of

Even to Jesus the best gifts came
through prayer. 7%he heavens open
gd: amd the Spurit like a dove descend-
g upon him. The Holy Spirit de-
scended not only in the manner of
a dove, but in the bodily shape. A
most captivating symbolism. All
along the ages it is the power of his
gentleness and tenderness and
meekness,—his love, in  short,—
that hus been victoriotis. He has
“ wooed” and won. We are apt to
think of Jesus Christ as the only
areat manifestation of God’s love.
But  the Spirit is another
manifestation  of God's love.
And the Spirit produces, in the
hearts of those who dwell in the
Spirit, the dove-like nature,—gentle,
]ovmg, attractive. dnd there came
@ voice from heaven. Three times
during our Lord’s earthly ministry

~ was a voice heard from heaven : at

his baptism ; at his transfiguration ;
in the courts of the l.empie during
Passion Week. Saying, Thouw art
my beloved Son. Thus the baptism
of Christ was the occasion of his
public recognition and authoritative
attestation as the Son of God and as
the true Messiah. In whom I am
well  pleased. This voice from
heaven assured Jesus that he was
indeed the Son of God, and had
God's help and approval in all his
difficult mission. It was also a
testimony to John and to the peo-
ple, that this Jesus was the true
Messiah for whom they had been
looking.

PrAcricar Hints.

[t is a terrible thought that there
are souls close by us which have not
yet had the beginning of the Gospe]
in their own hearts.

It is the duty of every one to pre-
pare the way of the Lord, both in his
own heart and in the community.

True teachers are a woice, calling
attention, not to themselves, but to
their message.

Repentance and confession are
necessary to remissjon of sins.

True repentance is always acoom-
panied by the confessing and the
forsaking of sin. It is a change of
mind, of heart, of life.

Of all acts, is not, for a man, 7e-
pentance the 'most divine? The
greatest of faults is to be conscious
of none, ¢

There can be no success in saving
men except through the baptism of
the Holy Spirit on the part of the
teachers and the taught.

Jesus not only possessed religion,
but professed it in God’s way ; and
every true follower should follow

- him both in the kind of religion and

in the public profession of it.
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