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drum there where they will interfere
with no church-work, and then tell the
world what they are doing. The truth
is, much of its work is sham, and instead
of proving a blessing, it may grow as
other isms have grown to be a great and
wide-spread error. You say, ‘¢ See how
it is advancing ¥’ My answer is, error
grows as the truth does not grow. See
how Mohammedanism has grown ! See
how Mormonism grew ! Let us be on our
guard against it, for it is clearly not in!
accord with the teachings of the Master
and His Apostles, whatever it is. I
wish I could have something better to
say of it, for I never like to find fault
with anything that seems to be good lest
it might be more of God than I think;
but the more and more I come to know
what 1t is at home and abroad, and the
methods of its work, the less and less I
like it, It is a broken cistern, and the
water it holds is far from being pure,
whatever else 1t is. £

And there are so many other things
i today that profess to be of God and so
good, so helpful, so blessing bringing,
such as perfectionism, the faith-cure idea,
and a multitude of other things that have
not reached us here as yet, and they will
be found wanting and hurtful instead of
helpful.

Thus of the sensationalism of today I
think the Lord utters this complaint :
“ For my people bave committed two
evils; they have forsaken me the foun-
tain of living waters, and hewed them
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can
hold no water.”

Again, I find herea complaint against
modern churches, our own perhaps as
much as others.

We find fault with the uprising of
sects and societies, Plymouthism and the
Army and so on ; but the churches have
themselves to blame for them. Ifthe
churches were doing all they might dn
and ought to do to reach the masses, and
lift them up and save them, there woald
not be these abnormal manifestations of
religious activity set on fcot hv earnest
but erratic men, and theie would be no
occasion for them. But, us churches,
the world-spirit grows up in us, and we

die all around us, and we :uake no efforts
to reach them and save them. There
are grand towering churches in the
populous cities of the world, and yet so
few go to them, or want to go. Now,
there is clearly something wrong. It is
not because the gospel of the Lord Jesus
is a dry uninteresting theme, a subject
men care nothing about. Thatisnot so.
It is because the gospel is not preached,
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or if preached, it is not preached in its
purity and sinplicity and power. Where
1t is thus preached, the people are there
hungry and earnest, and they are being
ted. Where the living water bubbles
up, there they come to drink.

The danger today that we must guard
against 1s too fine and - expensive
churches. It costs so much to keep
them up that the pocr cannot go to them,
cannot afford to go to them. They can-
not pay their pew-rents, They cannot
dress well enough to go to them. Only
the rich and fashionable can go, ‘and the
poor stay away.

Then the free-seat idea does not seem
to work much better. ‘That is being
tried everywhere with but indifferent
success. To cheapen the gospel so that
it costs men all but nothing to have it, is
to teach them to despise it. Unless we
can get the people to feel that it is their
money that built the church, and their
money that supports it, we do not get a
right hold upon them. It seems to me
the true idea 1s somewhere between too
expensive charches on the one hand, and
too cheap ones on the other.

The tendency today, however, and it
is an evil tendency, is away from the
simple gospel. We build grand church-
es, towering steepled editices. We have
fine music, a splendid ritual, & pompous
service, a great Doctor of Divinity who
is away up in all the learning and phil-
osopby of this age to preach learned
discourses, and so on, and se on. Ah!
can we nct see that such a church is a
broken cistern that can bold no water ?
It is not where the living water gurgles
as it flows. It is not where souls are
born. 1t 1s not where men are helped,

ened, acd bardened sinners are convicted
and converted. Oh how dry and cold
and ewpty such a church is ! How God
cries ont here in the text against such a

@o, as the churches do, to new fields, to grace, and make us useful.
heathenism, to the remote |that the gospel is not here the power it
islands of the Pacific, or to the inland |might be.
provinces of India and China, and drum |ing what they must do to be saved.

!fort and help, the salvation of souls, and

become cold and careless We let men |

comforted, saved. Tt is not where|wasin the oldtime lest we mistake the re-
hearts are stirred, and consciences awak- | flection of our own imaginings for the

I do feel
Men are not coming and ask-

Hardened sinners are not being won.
Let us seek to have triumphs and
trophies that we can point'to, and say,
“ Gtod is among us indeed ! See what
He is doing for us !”

And, in conclusion, [et us look at the
text as for us as individuals. Am I, are
you, committing these two evils? Are
we forsaking the Lord the fountain of
living waters, the joy and hope, the com-

are we going back to the world and its
waters, its follies, its luxuries, its drinks,
its empty joys, its broken cisterns, for
our good, our happiness? Business is
more to you than it should be. The
world, the world, how it is taking hold
upon you. And you are not here as
much as you used to be ? Ycu are not so
consistent, not so faithful, not so earnest.
Oh beware! Jesus alone can save. lle
is the fountain for cleansing and life, the
source of grace and peace, and to forsake
Him is to go to ruin. Oh, then, let it
not be said of us as individual christians:
“For my people have committed two
evils ; they have forsaken me the foun-
tain of living waters, and hewed them
out cisterns, broken cisterns, thatcan
hold no water.”

AMEN.
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BUILDING.

We are building every day,

In a good or evil way,

And the structure as it grows

With our inmost self disclose.

BuiLpine.—Be careful how you build.
Let nothing go vo form your character
that will not make it better or strong-
er. Let each brick be an honest one,
and let it be laid carefully, with an
earnest purpose to make of yourself a
good, noble man or woman. If already
poor material has entered into your
character, seek divine help to remove it.
Get out every bad piece, every worth-
less habit. You cannot afford to have
only an ordinary, much less a
weak, character. While building see
that you build of first-class material.
You can build but one character 1n a life-
time, and it is to be yours for eternity;
so make it the very best possible. But
no character can be built of the best
material unless we go to the Bible for it,
nor built in the best way uuless under
the direction of Jesus, the master-
builder. Gathering your material from
the word of God, laying every portion
with the trowel of prayer and under thel
direction of Jesus, the great master, your
character will be one that will stand all
trials, pass all tests, and remain through
eternity well worth the life-time it took
to build it.
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‘We all praise contentment.
few of us practice it.

But how

Search others for their virtues, but
your own heart for vices.

Itis easier to believe an ill report
than to inquire into the truth i hereof.

Recipe for keeping faith from degen-
erating into hard bigotry—Link it al-
ways with a loving act.

Heaven leaves a touch of theangel in
all little children, to reward those about
them for inevitable cares.

Life is mnot victory, but battle.
Every battle declined, as well as every
battle drawn, is a battle lost.

If a young lady has that discretion
and modesty, without all knowledge
which is little worth, she will never
make an ostentations parade of it, be-
cause she will rather be intent on ac-
quiring more than on displaying what
she has.

"T'he weakest living creature, by con=
centrating his powers on a single object,
can accomplish something. The strong-
est, by dispersing his over many, may
fail to accomplish anytking.

What furniture can give such finish to
a room as a tender woman’s face? And
is there any harmony or tints that has
such stirrings of delight as the sweet
modulations of her voice ?

There is the danger now whick there

shape of God’s promises. We see a little
and forthwith we are tempted to make it
ull. We yield to the temptation and
become blind to the larger designs of
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FREDERICTON.

Has taken
first prizes wherever exhibited. Holds six Medals
and many Diplomas. Deont be fooled *ntsbuying
a nigh priced powder for the sake of its so-called

purlty.
The COOK’S FRIEND ismadeof as

pure material as money canbuy. It posseses more
raising strength in proportion to cost than any other.
Sold by storekeepers generally and made only by

W.D. MCLAREN, MONTREAL.

Buy i, try it and be convinced.,
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P. LAFOREST,
TINSMITH ARD

shegt-{ron Worker

Importer and Dealer in all
kinds of

EITCHEN FURNISHING GOODS/*
STOVES AND PIPES, FUR-
NACES, REGISTERS, &e.

Repairing, in all its branches, done
at shcrs notice.

TINVW AR,

WEBOLESALE & RETAIL
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church : “ For my people have com-

Providence.

OHENIX SQUARE, F’'TON.



